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Houle his Majeſty" s yore fron the Throne, which was a 
follows : 3 YEM I' 119 ONE) 385 
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« port _ my > and 
I hope —__ together, Died lay 
Bs ou- are met in a tion to 
8 & afide all eats and Animofities, which may unneceſſarily 
; « protraRt this $ Seſſion. I am determined, that the Aﬀairs 
I « of the Publick ſhall ſuffer po Delay, or N 
« me, pos any Acojuat wilitſoevys.” 7 


As Mr. Fox then ſtood up, e 
Addreſs of Thanks, in the following Manner: 

ths Sir, r 

. " / | the ' 


Henry Fox, 


1 tay 


„ - Mecting in the Death of the 2 
— Occaſion our Thanks to his Majeſty for his moſt ous 
1 Aſſurances ſhould be attended with our Condoleance for his 
unexpreſſible Loſs. A Lofs, Sir, which, I flatter myſelf, I 
read in the Eyes of every Genleman who hears me, and 
which muſt be regretted by y Subject i | 

who retains in his one 8 of Lo 
Gentlemen < cannot miſs to obſerve, that i 


ion ta all the Nation, 1. 
ö Teen d e 
which, while ſhe was alive, ſhe ſo 5 
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berty 10 object or ap 
the 


of my hon, Friend mY 
Throne have been taken for 


to the Sovereign, oY 72 7 
upon Gdrſeives ag the Truſter 

to ſpeak their Senſe in,bur Addreſſes, 
Intereſts in our N Sir, pro- 

poſed bebte gen d Nc . arefully avoid 

all Heats and Animoſitics, is, to be ſure, à very proper Part of 
Reſolution of this Nature, and what I am perm̃aded wilt 
Gentleman will willingly agree to; ee In: 

ſtances, Sir, when from as well guarded Expreffions Mini- 

ſters have taken Occaſion to attempt the Subverſion of that — 
ana . 1. and Freedom a any" 3 | 

diſtin 

ſuch a People, Sir, an Oppoſiti — 


? 


Sappi for the ciricnt Year, Sl, = 
"The gaming nei reaſonable orb by te Houſe of = 
Commons, Bat. ie, 1 believe chain ing Tnthncks wits fo .- — 
former Reigns, the Commons have refuſed to grant a Shil- 1 
ling ſor the Services of the current Vear, till they were ſurt : L 
properly applied. Beſides, Sir, the true old parliamen- 3 


The 
Willi 


IN 


be made for our the like in Time to come. 
Sir, notwithſtniing the Sums we have already granted, 


1 I really thought that the Terms in which the honout- 


feftually raiſe the Supplies neceffliry for hi Maj 
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' No Houle of Commons had ever grezter than 
ese of the publick Un, Fo ies que 
— 7 


L has been applied. 
his Majeſty Sum er ; 
o put the Nation into fuch a Situation, that fie might a 
b eee Enemies either at home br abroa 


ont u ba io have dimiaiſhedihe Taxes, andeaſed 
review as Part of the unſupportabl cen pear = 
> now under. [ u t 4 

an W i Man e 3 
"of Relief bean their preſent 


| the Sams we have already granted, not 
ora nee e 8 


the publick Debt, inſtead of being diminiſhed, 1 daily 
Gealing,, If ic ig] pjpear that Part of it has been appli 
in pro the Arts of and berriying d 
tion; I thi it is our Duty to put a Stop to any ſuch Grants 
for the future. In the mean time, Sir, I am as forward as 
Gentleman here, that we ſhould Condole with his Ma- 

on the irreparable Loſs of the late Queen, and that we 
expreſs our Reſolution of N no Occaſion of teſtifying 
our Zeal for the rt of his Government, and the Preſex- 
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Fe Lent t Conſtitution : , of our 
for ſecuring e dy his 12 2 
rugby amily. But, Bat, 5, give me Leave to hy, 


Peron and Wa 7s make theſe Engu gements good, is 
reſerving to lves a Right of 33 into any Miſap- 
plication that may have been made of the publick Money 
and Credit, and 23 to let the World ſee that 
we are reſolved to do as much as lies in our Power for making 
his Maj the Sovereign of a great, a happy, and an ug- 
corrupted People 


The Reply was tothe flloming Eft, by Sir W. Yonge: 


Sir, 


able Gentleman who ſpoke firſt, propoſed we ſhould addreſs 
his Majeſty, were ſo decent, and ſo expreſſive of our Vene 
ration for the Memory of the late Queen, as well az_of,0n 
Affection r 
N were le. Therefore, I am 1 


N 
if we ſhould aſſure his Majeſty, that we will 


Difficulties z be- 


ing their 
a FR 


Gentlemen who ſpoke laſt, have lived under a very 
Nee this Nation; an 


abroad, and entailed Superſtition and 

had not Providence and the Counſels of a 
niſtration interpoſed, But, Sir, till the honourabhle Gentle 
men ſhall prove that we are now in the ſame deſpicable, Cir- 
cumſtances, I think there can jedi 
ſolving upon an Addreſs in. 
ourable Gentleman who made the Motion. 
ing made to this, 


ing Terms, which was agreed to. 
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N The humble Addreſs of the Houſe of C to the King, | | 
ls Moſt Gracious Sovereign, | | F 
E your Majeſty's moſt Dutifal and Loyal Subjects, 
on — Great- Britain in Parliament af- 
** 
to 


3a 


Hef your Diſtreſs, _—_— 


ln the firſt we ſaw the moſt conſtant Comphante 
'E beheld her Submiſſion in this Character, and 
„ and whoſe Temper could conform to all; — to 


« reigns, when ſhe ruled and to all Subjects, when ſhe 


MEN AR | 

wont i 
bowel bv — R epreſentatives of the Pep. 
of Great Britain, not to Feen 


« ple 


When we reflect on the amiable priva _ 
<-that great Princeſs, on her perſonal Fed debe 
ee end Lese e © fg gr cioug 
* Miſtreſs ; or, with regard to your Majeſty, as pes itt 
= one all che diferent (and ec amok pled as well 
« as conſtant Companion; the wo able as Wel bs the ma 
faithful Friend: the moſt tender as well as the moſt obſer- 
. vant Wiſe; When we reflett on theſe Circumſtances, we 
< mourn her Lofs, as the greateſt with which Your Majeſty 
« and Your/Royal Houſe could have been afflicted: But when 
ve turn our Thoughts to her great and publick Virtues her 
Love of Juftice, her Attachment to The Laws ant Pr 
ciples of this wiſe and happy Conſtitution, her extenſive 
= Charities, her boundleſs Benevol her Succour to 
< Diſtreſs, her Favour to Merit, her Lenity to all. When 
< we confider theſe Parts of her high Nh mg is 0 

longer for particular and perſonal Cauſes t N 
it is a national Loſs we ment Is 

If a due Submiſſion to Autry; Wl x 
< Exerciſe of Power, when committed to her Hands, um 
< the ſtrongeſt Marks of Excellence in both Parts of 'Go- 
< vernment; and if theſe juſtly claim Praiſe and*Admira- 
4 tion 3 how can we ſufficiently*praiſe or admire her Com- 
duct, either in the Preſence or Abſence of your n 


« your Will; in the laſt, the true Repreſentation of him, 
« with whoſe delegated Authority ſhe was veſted; [for all 


< her Acts were great, and wiſe, and good ; al "we 


her 
« Mildneſs in the other; and great a8 the Diſtance may 
= Gee from Commuter Sdn, the Tranfition to her 
«<< was eaſy, -whoſe Abilities were equal to any Situation, 


« the Duties of a Queen Conſort, as capable of 
<« Office of Guardian of the Realm; as ready to ſubmity af 
« able to command, and equally an Example' to all 


280 — —ͤ—ͤ— and great Concern on 
« this Occaſion, would receive no Extenuation from 
« the Comfort your faithful 12 might vainly try to 

« adminiſter ; yet, that nothing may be wanting on our 
« Parts, which may contribute to- the ma 
« ty's Government (the Source of our Proſperity has {ps 
1 yourſelf, as it has ever been to you W 
ure 
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Jar. 28. The Lord Sidney 
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- Hundred four Men; Commiſſion and Non- Commiſſion 


the Love and Affection of his Subjects at Home. But this, 


ſor the Service of ighlands) ſeventeen thouſand ſeven 
Officers included. This being objected to, a Debate enſued, 
on which George Barclay Eſq; ſpoke to the following Purpoſe: 


lt is very extraordinary, that a Reſolution like this 
ſhould be offered to the Committee, after the Multiplicity of 
Treaties, Conventions, Negotiations, and other Meaſures 
that have been lately mb on with almoſt every Court in 
Europe. I believe, Sir, there is not a Man in the Nation, 
except thoſe who are under the Direction and Influence of 
the Miniſtry, or in the Secret of Affairs themſelves, which I 
hope never to be, but expected, after we had been ſo 
amuſed with the fine Effects that our pacifick Meaſures were 
to produce, that they at leaſt would be attended with a Re- 
ion of the numerous Forces that are now on Foot: But 
o far from that, Sir, an Addition, it ſeems, inſtead -of a 
Reduction, is to take Place. For my own Part, I never 
was at Pains to enquire what the proper Number to be re- 
duced is, becauſe I own very frankly, that I have always 
been againſt any Standing Army in Time of Peace, as a 
Thing unknown to the Laws and Conſtitution of Britain, and 
deſtructive to the Liberty of her Subjects. Such, Sir, 
always the Language of this Houſe, while we had a Go- 
vernment which underſtood how to make the Nation formi- 
dable Abroad, by preſerving to the Prince on the Throne 


Sir, is an Art that ſeeras to have been loſt in Great Britain? 
But if our Miniſtry have loſt the Art of making themſelves 
beloved, they ſeem reſolved to make themſelves feared by 
the People. 7 . | 85 
I have heard it faid, Sir, that if we do not keep up a 
Standing-Army, every thing muſt run into Confuſion. , Sir, 
I am one of thoſe who think that a Standing Army is worſe 
than the worſt Confuſion ; and if Order is to be preſerved a- 
mongſt us by a Standing Army, I could wiſh that Things 
were to run into Confuſion, becauſe out of Confuſion Order 
might ariſe, Therefore, Sir, I am abſolutely againſt. the 


(11) 9 2 

«Macon. Bt rar Babes: 
Thing perhaps more done, propoſe a Num- 
| — pe not be n 
N I ſhall not be againſt the Motion. | > 
r feln nn eee: of 


of the Event which depends upon various and impoſſible to 
be foreſeen Accidents, as he could be of a mathematical 


fanableneb, and not for the Event of their Meafures : Its 
unjuſt to ſuppoſe them to be endued with the Spirit of Pro- 
phecy, ſo as to foreſee Contingencies, to prevent Deaths, or 

uard againſt every Accident that may happen; and 1 be- 
Lov, Sir, if we do not ſuppoſe this, and if we coolly and 


25 58 ATH TEAS ISTRAT FECT | 


1 Years paſt, we ſhall find they have acted as and as ra- 
ng tional a Part, as the wiſeſt Miniſters the hon. Gentleman 
ere can inſtance in any Period of our Hiſtory. Sir, if the 
de- Gentleman will engage to ſhew me one Step made by 
Zut Adminiſtration that been unſucceſsful purely from 


* 
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Fault of our Miniſters, I will engage to ſhew him three i 
any other Reign that he ſhall be pleaſed to pitch upon. 
that, Sir,, unleſs Gentlemen come to the Point, and inſtance 
ſome particular Part of Conduct that is blameable in our Mi- 
niſtry, all theſe looſe general Reflections muſt go for no- 
thing ; becauſe they may be equally applied to good, a bad 
or an indifferent Miniſtry. But, Sir, I own this a 
ation from the preſent Queſtion, which is, Whether the 
Number moved for, is the Number proper to be kept up at 
this Juncture? Sir, I have as little Reaſon as moſt Gentle- 
men in this Houſe to wiſh for the Continuance of Tax 
or Impoſition upon the People: I am ſure I len 
never can gain by it. But I am for continuing the 

Number of Forces, becauſe at preſent I enjoy both — ortune 
and my Liberty; and ſhould we break or reduce our Forces 
to the Number the hon. Gentleman ſeems to wiſh — 
not be ſure of enjoying either of theſe 
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without Doors. Every Rank and Degree of our 
alty is ſo tainted with Diſſatisfaction againſt that 
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wp — i when they talk of — and-Tres- . 
ties, ſpeak as if a Miniſter were to be asfure of the Succeſs 


I am as much againſt a Miniſter's into 

an idle, or an improbabl — — — 4 
Gen», 
Rea- | 


impartially examine the Conduct of our Miniftry for ſome 


— can — of them an Hour 
go into Confuſion, or after the guebeſſion 
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 bolipre, the principal Cauſe of it, is the exorbitant Liberty, 
— 17ers ba of the Prefs. n 
tions, is one of the greateſt Advantages of a 
when proſlituted to Diſſatisfaction, Ambition, or 
happens to be the preſent State of the Liberty of the Preſs in 
Great Britain; no Rank or Character has been ſecure from the 
Sir, as no People in the World are fonder of being acquaint? 
ed with the Politicks of their Country than ours are, it re- 
them into a bad Opinion of the beſt Prince or Miniſter that 
ever was ; it is but telling them, You are the Judges of the 
pences of our Fleets and Armies, and therefore the 

| ought not to make one Step without your Concurrence and 
the Streets who does not underſtand theſe Arguments, who 
does not think himſelf qua ualified to be a Miniſter of State, 

A 

Government, 'as any Gentleman in this Houſe, or all the 
Gentlemen taken —— Any Man who flatters the Va- 
Sir, ſeems to be the true, and the only Merit of all the 
Scribblers againſt the Government : And if the People feel 
is owing to them; for both Prudence and Neceſſity 
the Government not'to part with their preſent Force, 
theſe Writers have but 1 in poiſoning the 
Minds of the People: I fay, Sir, Neceſſity obliges us to it; 
every Scribler, who perha e is hired uo fp the 
againſt their Governors San where on Ne 
we were in any Da from the Libertyof thePreſs ; No, it is 

the Licentiouſneſs of the Authors, and not the Li of the 


Sir, give me leave to add, when it is under 

it becomes the Nuiſance of a Government, The 4. 
invenomed Attacks of the Friends to Liberty ; and 
quires no uncommon Strength of Parts or Genius to debauch 
Condutt of the Adminiſtration; it is you that furniſh the Ex- 
vice. Sir, there is not a Shopkeeper, nay not a Porter in 
and that he has as good a Title to judge of the Meaſures of the 
nity of a Mob, will always have — Mob on his Side. Tris, 
any Inconveniency from the Number of Forces kept ig 
for if you continue the Liberty of the Preſs, ſo as to 
continue your Army. But, Sir, I am — infiacaring 
Prefs that we are to dread ; and till ſuch Time as of- 
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wr 
curing the — of Europe, or providing 7 
— Great Britain, ſhould prove — 
this gives me ſtrong A pprebenſions of what I a 
clined to expreſs on this Occaſion. I own that, 
Gentleman who ſpoke firſt on this Motion, 
think that the Round of Negotiations and 


Standing 
ing Army, wer mat has continued for theſe 


Years, 7 been told the ſame Thi 
and over again why it is continued. 
durin — told the Houſe every Seſſion that we 
ſhou r ————— — 
but Gentlemen never ſeemed to believe me, though they have 
hitherto found my Words but too true. Now, Sir, as the ſame 
Cauſes have ſubſiſted for about theſe forty Years, without eng 
any worſe for the wearing, I am apt to think they 
ſit forty Vears longer; "6d white te — ubſiſt. 
the ſame Effects muſt follow ; ſo that in reality a 
Army may be thought as much a Part of our Conſtitution, as 
the moſt lawful ve, or Privilege, which either 
Prince or People can claim. But, Sir, though even the 
Gentlemen who are moſt converſant in publick Affairs, will, 
1 believe, be puzzled to find out one new Argument in favour 
of a Standing Army, yet there is nothing eaſier than to bring 
againſt it. The Reaſon of this, Sir, is becauſe it pro- 
EET 
— 
— we to fay „Sir, that no 
ive more melancholy Inſtances 27 the Effets of 
arce than England can. The very Army which was mat 
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that he could r. ver get his Parliament, proſtitute as it was, 


(114). 
ed by the Parliament in Defence of the  Sabjefs, 
ſome Encroachments made by Charles L upon their Liberties, 
WD as gave Law to the Parliament itſelf, turn'd its Mem- 
bers out of Doors, raſed our Conſtitution to the Foundation, 
and brought that unhappy Prince to the Block. This Ata 
Rrophe, Sir, was not owing to the People; for of them, nim 
Parts in ten were well affected to the Perſon and Cauſe of the 
King, but to their Army, which, like other wild Beaſts, 

turn'd upon and deftroy'd their Keepers. After. the Reſtors- 
tion of the Royal Family, the Prince then upon the Throne 

rais'd a few Guards, which never ſwell'd to above 5890, an 
yet fo jealons was the Nation even of that f 


to paſs over one Seſſion without taking notice of them. This, 
Sir, was the more extraordinary, as the Parliament was never 
asl d for any Money for their Support, and the Money which 
was then rais'd for the Suppoort of the Government was 
nothing when compar'd to the Sums that have been 
fince. The next Parliament proved as uneaſy to him on this 
Head as the former had been, and were ſo diſtruſtful of ti 
Intentions, that they appointed Commiſſioners of their own 
for applying the Money granted for dis them, and it 
was paid into the Chamber of London. Nay, Sir, As Aa 
further Proof of the Apprehenfions the Nation was under 
from a Standing Army, they came to a Reſolution, © That the 
< Continuance of Standing Forces in this Nation, other than 
the Militia, is illegal, and a great Grievance and Vexation 
* to the People,” I have mentioned this Period of our Hif- 
tory, Sir, to ſhew that notwithſtanding the Venality of that 
very Reign, the Parliament never could be brought to concur 
with what might one Day overthrow both their own and the 
People's Liberties. If the Nation was then fo jealous of an 
inconfiderable Number, which did not coſt it a Shilling, 
ought we to conſent to keep on Foot ſo formidable a Num- 
ber as 18,000? Sir, it is in vain for any Gentleman to ſay 
that the Army is under the Direction of a wiſe and a juſt 
Sovereign, who will never harbour- a Thought inconſiſtent 
with the Good of his Subjects: I am as thoroughly perſuaded 
of his Majeſty's perſonal Virtues as any Gentleman; but an 
Army, when it once finds its own Power, may very — 
refals to take Laws, even from that very Sov 


whoſe immediate Direction they are. The —— 


Army, Sir, was as abſolutely under the Direction of the 


Parliament in the Time of Charles I. as any Army is now 
under the Direction of his Majeſty, and yet, it is well known, 
they obeyed Orders no longer than they found it convenient 
for themſelves. 


The 
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Standing Army in Britain, is the gth Year 
Ting William, when the Parliament granted an. 
0,000 Men for the Service of the current Year. This was 
one in Conſideration of the powerful Faction, at that Time 3 
bliſting in the Kingdom in Favour of King james. And | 
ever a Standing Army can be of Uſe at any Time, it is "a 
t ſuch a ſuncture. But nothing, Sir, could make ſo | \ - 1 
ble an Infraction of the Subjects Rights, as eſtabliſhed by = 
he Revolution, go down. Tho' this Nation was then Bs GO 
eſs'd with a Prince that had hazarded every Thing to free 
from Oppreſſion and Tyranny, and therefore could never 
> ſuppoſed to have any Deſigns upon our Conſtitution; yet 
any Gentlemen, who were Friends of the Revolution upon 
rinciples of Liberty, with one Conſent remonſtrated againſt 
Standing Army, tho' but kept up from Year to Year, as 
abverſive of the People's Rights, and of the Revolution 
rinciples. a | 
— I know, Sir, who appear'd early for the Revolu- | 
on, were ſo much delighted with the Sunſhine of a Court, | 
hat they join'd in all its Meaſures, tho ſome of them were = , . 
pund to be directly oppoſite to the Principles upon which 1 
he Revolution was founded; but we find that they who 
ere ever acknowledged to be the ſincere Well · wiſners of 
What Cauſe, forſook them, and could never be brought to con- ' 

with them in any one Meaſure. On this Account, Sir, 4 
ele Gentlemen were branded by ſome, who then fate in 
he Houſe, with the Names of Jacobites and Republicans, 
o Denominations of Men equally Enemies to the preſent 
ſftabliſhment. But, Sir, there was this Difference-betwixt 
heir Antagoniſts and them, that the former never refus'd 
d concur with any Meaſure propoſed by the Court, and the 
atter never Voted for any Step that was diſlik d by their 
ountry. | 
Their late Deliverance from a Prince, who, by Means of 
is Army, aimed at arbitrary Power, made them look back 
ith ſo much Horror upon the Precipice they had juſt eſca- - | 
ed, that there was an expreſs Proviſo againſt Standing Ar- a 
aies in Times of Peace inſerted in the Claim of Right, . 
hich we may in ſome Meaſure call the laſt great Charter 
our Liberty. I own that it gives me great Concern to ſee 
ntlemen, who have always valued themſelves upon tread- 
g in the Footſteps of thoſe who ht about the Revolu- 
on, act a Part io inconſiſtent with the Principles of their 
nceſtors, by voting for this Queſtion. I know a Set of 
en under a different Denomination, who have always 
ren more moderate in their. Pretences, but more ſteady in 
xeir Adherence to theſe Principles. I am not at all inclined to 
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3 Queſtion, Sir, is of 3 

As no i ir, is of greater Importance, ſo nom 
has been ſo frequently debated in this Houſe, as the pre- 
ſent. Vet I never heard any Gentleman make a Doubt that 
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againſt him being ſuppreſs d, for the Eaſe of his Sabj 
order'd 10,000 the Troops to be disbanded, — 
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i Imporance, at eee b. nere wo rein 
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ertain 5 
theſe iy Gentlemen in this Houſe who underſtand our Conſti- 
oliſh- ration better thin I can/pretend ith; | believe" every Gl "© un- 
derſtands it as well, and I hope = 
none 
Pre- 
t that 
o the | v 
1 this | 
ellion hem in o Diate e u pee have them cee 
— with more Ability, or with greater Candour. ' DIO HU 
ber a + Government, $i, is an Bril which the perverſe Nature 
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tenuate the Guilt, and the Multitade of Criminals won 
ſmother that Reproach, which now ſo deſervedly at 

By ſach Means, Sir, a general Depravity 
Crown may acquire a deciſive Influence, if not the abfolate 
Direction of both Houſes of Parliament; and if it ſhould, 


"< 
* 
o . o 
* . 


ſtitution may be kept up. This, I ſay, Sir, would be our 
Caſe, if the Crown, by Means of Poſts and Employments 
and other Favours it has to beſtow, ſhould get the abſolute 
Direction of both Houſes of Parliament; and every Gentle- 
man knows how greatly our Army adds to the Number of 
thoſe lucrative Poſts and Employments, and what an Influ- 
ence the Commiſſions in our Army may have upon ſome of 
the beſt Families in the Ki ; a Confideration tit of 
itſelf is ſufficient to put Gen upon their Guard againſt 
too numerons a Standing Army. 4 
But, Sir, with reſpect to the Safety 
this is not the only bad Effect of keep; 
ing Army. - Suppoſe that ſome future Ki 
I from the preſent, ſhould 


beg Leave to call Ukine Ratio Poeb. : 
then, either for the Preſervation of his Life, his Liberty, er 
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« 21 a 
. Eſtate, put Aachens in de Lass er Cedis of 
>untry z he could put his Truſt in nothing but the 
df his Arms; 8 — te 


— diſciplined, => | 
yen, ect rer en e erte 
People that ſhould dare to 3 ble in Arma, e 
Liberties and Conſtitution of their ; Thivey 
uture Governme 4, Sir, will be ſure of bavi y 
has every Year, without any a \" agree to | 4 
. 4 
ien a Standing Army will ſoon be leok'd apon as a Part 4 
ze Conſtitution. Gentlemen may exclaim as much as 
leaſe againſt Mobs, Tumulte, — — 2 I 
grar it as an unlucky Thing for a Country to have any ſuch; 
ut iti rather a Sign of the Governmgnrs wanting Wiſdom 
ad Juſtice, than of chris ee 
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ment, you do not know when or where they will 


I'm afraid, for many Years, before 
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the City of London will 8 and 

© you as well as your Miniſters to Pieces.” W. 
you have 
from your People; n 

© unacquainted with military Diſcipline; you ha 
< rous and well diſciplined Army to depend on; 
q of the Officer ſhoald — to obey 
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may protect your own Honour, and the Lives of 
« faithfal Servants, by means of your Army; ' whereas if 
© you make a Sacrifice of any one of us to a factious Parlias 


This, Sir, would certainly be the Anſwer that would 
made by guilty Miniſters; and I muſt leave Gentlemen 
to conſider, . ts >. 1 
and a guilty Cabinet Council. 


a wicked Advice: What 
What Method could they take for vi 
and Privileges? Would it be poſſible rn 
Method than that of open Force? And in the Circaniftances 
the Nation is now in, can we a "Method 


i wa. 6 mc DO a2 > © @&© ans Mt>©® @ age 


7 
F Þ 
Anno 


4. we 


> 5 


N 
ALL + 


Fs 
T 


TE 


Z 

4 

t 
ke 


: 


LL 


Ob- 

land- 

hat, Maſter, * 

of the Land Tax, or the Malt Tax, if the Collectors 


Liberties, 

be made Premiums for enforcing the Meaſures of the Court; 
D denn ee 

er we ma on it, pay 
no Intereſt but W ee, pe, obe · 
dient, and loyal Subjects, 1 

Thus, Sir, I think it muſt appear, that without a Stand- 
ing Army, our Conſtitution cannot poſſibly be irrecover- 

y overturned ; and that with a numerous Standing Ar- 
my, it may be in the Power of the Court to over- 
r 3 00 20 
not againſt our keeping up as many Troops as ma 
abſolutely neceſſary Le againſt any Inſult from 
abroad, or any Difturbance at home, But I am fully con- 
_ pa L ler Kult d. „ Sax * 
CEMAry ; it not id, we to keep 
ſuch a Number as may be ſufficient to defeat the moſt ja 
general Inſurreftion of the People ; and i 2,000 is, I am 
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Anno an Ge. u. happen, or even for defeating any unjuſt and ſeditious 
— ſurrection; becauſe if a Spicte of Selten 
n appear in any particular Part of the 
= Number of the Troops muſt be q in that 
1 and if a ſmall Number of Men ſhould N ; 
= | Arms in any Corner „e- . 
= ment to augment their Army, and provide for their Defence, 
| ' faſter than the Rebels can aſſemble, or provide for attack- 
3 ing them. This, I ſay, Sir, will always be the Caſe, un- 
leſs the Diſcontent ſhould become 4 and violent all over 
_ , the Kingdom; and in that Caſe the P muſt be paci 
by a Change of Miniſters, ora Change of Meaſures: In ſack 
a Caſe ſome ſoft and peaceable Meaſures muſt be made uſe of 
for ſatisfying the People, and for removing thoſe Grievances 
they may have Reaſon to complain of, which a free and in- 
dependant Parliament will always be able to effectuate; for 
ſurely no Man will ſay, that for the Security of thoſe who 
have, by their Folly or Wickedneſs, raiſed ſuch a general 
Diſcontent, we ought to give them ſuch an Army as may 
enable them to overturn our Conſtitution ; becauſe, as the 
Security of ſuch Men muſt always be abſolutely inconfiſtent 
with our Conſtitution, they will therefore certainly make uſe 
of that Army for its Overthrow, 8 ws 
The chief Expeditions upon which our Army has been 
of late employed, have been __ Smugglers and Mobs; 
but Sir, an Army of 12,000 Men will always be more than 
ſufficient for quelling them. Therefore the only Reaſon that 
can be aſſigned for keeping up a greater Number, is the 
Danger we may be in from foreign Invaſions. As to this, Sir, 
if we conſider our happy Situation, and the formidable Squa- 
drons of Men of Wat we are able to put to Sea upon a few 
Days Warning, we cannot poſſibly think ourſelves in any 
Danger, as long as the Government retains the Hearts and 
Affections of the People; for ſurely it cannot be ſaid, that a 
foreign Army of 4 or 5000 Men, even with the Afliſtance 
of ſome few of our Countrymen, who may then happen to 
be diſaffected or ſeditiouſly inclined, would be able to conquer 
| theſe three Kingdoms; and if any of our Neighbours ſhould 
think of invadivg us with a much greater — they 
could not do it without ſeveral Months previous Preparation, 
which we would certainly hear of, and by ſending out a ſu 
perior Squadron, might lock them up in their Ports, or fink 
moſt of their Ships before they could approach our Coaſts; 
and in the mean Time, we would have an Opportunity of 
raiſing a Land Army ſufficient to give them a proper Recep- 
tion, in caſe, by any Accident, they ſhould have the - good 
Luck to eſcape our Fleet at Sea. 1, St 
F For this Reaſon, Sir, I muſt be of Opinion, we can never 
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ment, while it conti nues 
be able to remove that Diconen, Ge 
the People, and inflicting co uniſhment upon thoſe 
who have been the Cauſes of — 1 From whence 
I muſt conclude, that the keeping up of more than” 12,900 
Men in this Iſland, can never be neceſſary for the Support of 
any Government, but ſuch a one as has overturned our Con- 
ſtitution, either by n our Parliaments, or by ruling 
without any Parliament at 
The next remarkable Speech which was made upon this 
rtant Queſtion, was that of the Right Honourable Sit 
Roper Ds who ſpoke in Subſtance as follows, VIz., .. 


independant, will always 
giving Satisfaction to 
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Importance I ſhall readily agree, and therefore it is with great 
Concern, it is even with Reluctance I attempt to ſpeak upon it. 
I am convinced no Reduction of our Forces ought to be made; 
I am convinced the fame Number we now have ought to be 
kept up, at leaſt for this enſuing Year; and yet I do not 
well know how to give my Reaſons, 'or how to expreſs my- 
ſelf on ſuch an Occaſion : For as a Standing Army muſt al- 
ways be expenſive, and if it ſwells to too great a Number, 
may be us to the People, I could wiſh with all my 
Heart that no ſuch Thing were ever neceſſary ; but if we 
conſider the preſent Circumſtances of this Nation, and the 
preſent Circumſtances of every one of our Neighbours, we 
muſt view a Standing Army in the ſame Light, in which the 
honourable Gentleman has told us Society, or Government 
itſelf ought to be viewed; we muſt look upon it as an Evil 
_ to ſubmit to, for the Sake of TY 
ter. 

© The honourable Gentleman, who ſpoke laſt, Sir, has 
giren us a very ingennats, and, I believe, a very juſt De- 

ription of our Conſtitution, and has with great Judgment 
pointed out to us the Dangers to which we are, or may be 
expoſed ; but I cannot think a Standing Army, conſtituted 
as our preſent Army is, can be of any ſuch dangerous Conſe- 
quence to our Conſtitution as he ks repreſented, ape it 
much more numerous than it is at preſent. An Army 
poſed intirely of our own Subjects, and S by Gem: 
Eſtate in the Knglam . depending f. 
Etſtates in the m, and an for ts very 
Feng upon the annual Conſent of Parliament, can no oy 
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ov ing our Conſtitution. 
© As every ſuch Officer muſt have 
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preſent Form of Government be 
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ting : ing 

1 bole People of Great Britain : For tho” a ſmall Number of 

ger gular well-diſciplined Troops may, and do often 

L 1 tter of a much ſuperior Number of Militia, 

pre- id undiſciplined Troops, yet 18000 Men could 

— gainſt ſo many Thouſands of good Men, tho i 

by oldiers, as could be brought againſt ſeveral 

ole ounties of Great Britain: Even ſuppoſe the 

that xetter at the two or three firſt Battles , yet 

2 eir Enemies would improve by every Defeat; fo that, as 

it: he Swedes did in the laſt War with the Muſcovites, they 

—— ight beat their Enemy into good Diſcipline, and often 

wo efeating them, might teach them how to defeat in their 
urn. N . | 

25 From what I have ſaid, Sir, it muſt appear, that our 


onſtitution can never be in Danger of being overturned 
leans of an Army, conſtituted as our preſent Army is, — 
ot more numerous than that we have now on Foot. Such 
Army only preſerves the Conſtitution againſt Faction and 
Diſaffection, and protects the People againſt domeſtick Ra- 
ines and foreign Invaſions. And ſuch an Army, Sir, I am 
raid will always be neceſſary to be kept up here. This natural - 
y leads me to conſider the ſeveral Reaſons we may 
or keeping up the ſame Number of Forces-we have at 
ent ; and as I have mentioned Di 5 I 
th that Reaſon, which proceeds from the great Number of di 
_ EDDIE 
s. Suppoſe, Sir, we have at preſent nothing to 

ay foreign Enemy, yet it cannot be ſaid we are in abſolute 
curity, or that we have nothing to fear. There is one 
hing I am ſtill afraid of, and it is, indeed, the only Thing, 
think, we have at preſent to fear. Whether it be 
mention it upon this Occaſion, I do not know: I 


now, if J ought to mention it in ſuch an Aſſembly as this: 
am ſure there is no Neceffity for mentioning it, becauſe I 
m convinced every Gentleman that hears me is as much a- 
ud of it asI am. The Fear I mean, is that of * 
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thing can fecare üs effeRtually again Beat and faden fg 
* but a fufficient Number of regular "Forces ved 
march at an Hours Warning. Five or f theufand 
may be embarked in ſuch a Number of Spe, n 

againft N Dy ease! 
| be landed th ſome Fun N 
the Iſland, befote we can hear of their Embark atio: A 


Head, there is no.Queſtion but that they 
many, eſpecially the meaner Sort, to join 
Caſe, we could not march our whole Army agai 
vaders and their Afiſtants ; becauſe, if we 
our regular Forces away from the other Parts of 
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the Piſaffected would riſe in every County ſo left: deſtitute bf 
regular Troops; and the Rebels being thus in Poſſeſhon 


many Parts of our Sea Coafts, would be continnally tecey 
Supplies, by ſingle Ships, from thoſe who had at firſt invaded, 
Thus, Sir, a Civil War, at leaſt, would be entailed 
upon us, and might continue for ſeveral Years. © The 
Saaten might probably, by good Lack and 
Management, get the better at laft ; but it is muck 
not to put it upon that Iſſue ; for it would not be with 
- out Danger, and putting the Nation to a much great 
Expence, than it could be put to by keeping op a a 
Number of additional Troops for many Years, Im fly 
for many Ages. Againſt this Danger there is no poſſible 
Way of guarding abſolutely, but by keeping up ſich 
Number of regular Troops, as that we may ſpare to fen 
or ſeven of them againſt any ſmall and faddew I- 
vaſion that can be made upon us, and yet leave in every 
ther Part of the Kingdom, eſpecially the moſt 


V 


us, I muſt think 18, ooo is the ſmalleſt Number we can in ch. 
mon Prudence keep up; for we muſt always keep 5 or 60 
about our Capital; otherwiſe our Government may be in 
Danger of loſing even that, and with that all its Treaſure, 
and thereby our Fleet itſelf may be turned againſt us; 1 
ſure 5 or 6,000 more is the Lnalteft Number that can be 
thought neceſſary for being diſperſed in the ſeveral Parts of the 
Kingdom, in order to keep the DiſaffeQion in Obedience. 
© This I fay, Sir, is the ſmalleſt Number, we can i 
common Prudence propoſe to keep ap, as long as there B 
ſuch a conſiderable diſaffected Party amongſt us; hut when 
that Party is intirely evaniſhed, as I hope it will be in a few 
Years, we ſhall then have no Occafion for any ma 


has Ms Xa Aa K<@a© SS 


Y 
- N 


4 
8 


7 
BY 


LEHIGH 


1 elſe lity 2 * 

Neighbours have large Bodies of regular 

well-diſciplined Troops, it would Maduch in * 
an 


our whole Truſt in our Militia ; r in 


7 ty Countries, we find it is impoſſible to make Militia any. thing 
ſſible Troops. We have an Iaſtance, Sit, of 
ch 2 nd ar | 
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ſg; Cu YYY out Defence again fore! 

8 © Even us So defending is i Inet and er. 
abling the Civil Magiſtrate . to execute the Iaws 
Criminals, I do not know, Sir, if it would be proper 
truſt to our Militia. During the late Rebellion we' ſaw how 
unſeryiceable, how backward they were, I hope it will dot 
be pretended that that Inſurrection was general, or that & 
was favoured by any great Part of the People; and yet that 
ſmall Number of Mie which were 

one Corner of the Iſland only, would, I am afraid, 
made themſelves Maſters of the Whole, if we had — 
nothing but Militia to ſend againſt them. Then as to en. 
abling the Civil Magiſtrate to execute the Laws àgainſt On. 
mi Jam ſure there never was a Time when there W 
leſs Reaſon than there is at preſent, to ſay out Militia is ſuſ 
ficient for this Purpoſe. In moſt of dur maritime Counties 
do not know but that the Militia would protect inſtead of 
8 Smugglers; in ſome Counties the - Militia 
— the Tarnpikes, inſtead of affiſting ts 
beer Ao thoſe, ow do in a riotous Manner deſtroy them; 
and in every „Lam convinced, the Militia would 
protect the i eg Retailers of ſpirituous Liquors, mſtead-of 
N ho ſerve R 


* e e the laune a Stand 
ng Army is abſolutely neceſſary, at leaſt at preſent, for pro- 
ing us againſt foreign Invaſions, and domeſtick Infur- 

rections, and for enabling the civil Magiſtrate to eech 

thoſe Laws, which have been thought highly neceſſary by 

all the Branches of our Legiſlature ; and "heſe Ends 1 

cannot think, that a leſs numerous Standing Army than ye 

now have, could be ſufficient ; at leaſt I cannot think ſo/ 

long as we have fo formidable a diſaffected Party amongſt w. 

A Standing Army, or ſuch an one as we have at preſent; may 
perhaps be an Evil; I ſhall even grant it is an Evil, becaut 
it muſt always be expenſive to the People; but it is an Eu 

which we ought to ſubmit to, for the Sake of avoiding 4 

— And as I am of Opinion, and have, I think, dle 

8 that a Standing Army, conftituted as our preſent in, 
and not more numerous, cannot be in the leaſt dangerous to 
our Conſtitution or Liberties; therefore I muſt think, we 
ought the more willi y to ſubmit to it. us 
Some Members, who were for the Motion, then endes 
voured to ſhew, that en Army in Time of Peace was notat 
all inconfiſtent with the Whig Principles; and that 'the'pre- 
ſent Diſpoſition of the Nation abſolutely required that fuck 
an Army ſhould be kept up. That it could be looked upen 

as 
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I do on it gives me à good of Surpriſe, to hear Sic Jenn Hyad C 
entlemen who act upon Revolution Principles talk! ſo w- 
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tt erly inconſiſtent with what was the Language of the Vhi 
that n former Times. Sir, I know not what Whigs the he 

had 

Chi iples: I have fat in this Houſe during ſome of the 


erial Debates that have happened betwixt 
Tories; and, Sir, I can declare from m own 


was 
af. 
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litia 

g t0 

em; 

ould 

d of 

xink 

> noſt valuable Privilege of a free 6 | 

and- WW iaments the greateſt Bulwark of their Liberties ; and, Sir, I 
pro- have heard of a Whig Adminiftration who have reſented In- 
aſur- uries done to the Trade of the Nation, and who have revenged 
cut nſults offered to the Britiſh Flag. Theſe, Sir, are the Prin- 
y by iples, if I am rightly informed, that once characteriſed the true 
dl higs. Let Gendamon apply: iſs Charnddure tocheir poo- 
n ſent Conduct, and then, laying their Hands on their Hearta, 
„ let them ask of themſelves, 


they are Whigs? The bo- 
nourable Gentleman who ſpoke laſt, asked, with an Air 

riumph, by what Means a parliamentary Standing Army 
was eſtabliſhed under King William: He is poſitive that 
could only be by Means of the Whig Intereſt.. No, 
was not; it was by Means of the Court Intereſt, which 
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Employments. To theſe Gentlemen it was 


that the ridiculous Diſtinction, without any Difference, 
twixt two Kinds of Standing Armies, was . broached: 


4 


though Power does net give 

9 command ity for — 2 on my 
he is, in ſome Meaſure, my Maſter. ' "60 that chan 
may be a Difference, Sir, 2 as to the Manner of ther 
_ paid,” raiſed; or disbanded, there is ——— 
their Power, if ever they ke it into acir GER 
proſeribe, inkead of receiving Las. 

The ſamè han. —— 26 cnaticnihal 

—_—_— — —. the late K. James, as an Jaan 


A cy. But give me leave to Be Sir, that it was not the 
| wbitrary Meaſures of that Prince which ſo d tas Ar- 
my, but the fooliſh and barcfaced Means which he uſed © 
— A —— deteſted- The juſt Balance, % 

the Crown and the Provi 
the 5 is What — tr mtr The 
may make a thouſand Encroachments upon the latter, beſes 
ny Soldier mall —— of it: For, Sir, 1 —＋ 
Soldier ever yet tald a Prince who maintained and 
Indeed, Sir, you are too powerful, and too = 
therefore 1 will ſerve you no But 
zs a Point every Man makes himſehf a judge of; — 
ſafer for a Prince to make the hig * 
Liberty, than to make the leaſt upon Religion. This, * 
afraid, Sir, was the true Reaſon why the greateſt Part- of 
ing Janies's Army joined King William at the Revolans. 
Yet, Sir, as an excellent Author of thoſe Days obferve, 
„ Thoigh the late King James had the . Nobility, Genn, 
* Biſhops, People, and his own Army, againk him, 
« we hada very wiſe and courageous Prince, nearly welas 
< to our Crown, for our Protector, yet * 
. © volution next to a Miracle.“ Aa. I hope, Sir, 
will never come to that Paſs with us, when noting bar 
Miracle can deliver us. 
The honourable Gentleman laid down a Maxim," * 
Truth of which I am perſuaded no Gentleman in d 
Houſe will diſpute, That the Safety of the People avayitic 
firſt Law. He thence ſeemed to conelude, that all the u- 
ordinate Laws of the Conſtitation muſt give way ule: 
the Safety of the Poople is concerned. But in my Opinion 
the Safety of a People is beſt conſulteÞby a ſteady Adberentt 
to that itution, under which they become and 
powerful. No Fror in Government, Sir, is ſo dangewe, 
or can in · the Event preve ſo ſatal, as a Deviation from 46 
Conſtitution: Nor can the Saſety of the People be oon 
hen that is infringed. When the Romans had-yecourſen 
- a Dictator, or the Dutch · to a dtadtheldor, they did noi 


«#. as 


the 


pecits of that Governawnrz never | 
fly neceſſary. But, Sir; the Roman Hiſtory affords ds mas 
y Inſtances of chat Senate“ l N 
noſl advaſitagesas Offers, even when their State was 
ink of Ruin, becauſe” they could not be ac, without 
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= Iteration brought on another, till the Whole was diſ- 7 
Su, olved. So that, tho” the Safety of the Prople is 7 

it et, that Safety never cah be promoted, if the | 

n orſued for promoting ie are in the leuſt inconſiſtent with 

Lan ee Conſtitution of the Country. 20 85 t 

t of © | have heard it ſaid, Sir, that the Liberties of this Na- 

Qon. jon can never be deſtroy'd by ſo- ineonſiderable a Number A 
f Forces as 18,000.” Bat, Sir, I maſt beg Leave to be of _. 

different Opinion. We have a late Inftance, when in 

and his Metropolis the Popdlace was over- awd by leſs than the ; | 4 
lated xth Part of that Namber, ſo as quiefly to ſubmit to a + 4 
a of as unpopular a Nature as ever paſs'd in this Houſe ; — 


mean the Law relating to ſpirituous Liquors. Now, Sir, 
ho'Iallo that this was 2 Law, and that the Government 
vas in the Right to e the Execution of it; yet an 
arbitrary Law might have been forced upon the People 1 
ith as much Eaſe, if back'd with the fame Number of 5 3 4 
Forces. And, Sir, if fo ſmall a Number were ſuſſicient to 
dver-awe the People at ſo diſagreeable a Juncture as that was, 
vhat may not the whole Body of our Army be able to effect, 
vhen united under the Direction of a General, either devot- 
d to the Will of a Court, or following the Dictates of his -Y 
dwn Ambition? Beſides, Sir, tho we Fouls ſuppoſe; what 1 
$ very improbable, that 18,000 Men are not ſufſicient to 2 

give Laws to the Reſt of the Nation, yet the Court can 
ommand a conſiderable Reinforcement out of Ireland. That e 
Kingdom, Sir, always maintains 12,000 Men, tho 4000 k | 

e ſufficient for all the Purpoſes they are kept up for = +3 
k OW 4 


ws 
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and eſpecially to Georgia; . nay, conſidering how far 
Honour, if not the Intereſt of our Nation, is concerned in 
ſupporting that Settlement, I think we have been too dilat af 
in ſending ſome Reinforcement thither. But, Sir, I am d 
inion, there was no Occaſion to have raiſed a Regi 
for that Purpoſe, when we have ſo many old ones that would RP"! 
have ſerved the Purpoſe as well. Had one of the Regiment 
on the Britiſh Eſtabliſhment been ſent thither; nay, had half 
a Dozen of them, for I am ſure we can ſpare them, been fent 
thither, we muſt have reaped two Advantages ; firſt, we 
ſhould have been eaſed of ſo much Expence, becauſe.we can 
maintain them there than we can here: In the & 
cond Place, there they can anſwer the Ends of the Nation, 
here they can anſwer only thoſe of the Miniſtry, But, Seer 
in what I have ſaid on this Head, I am far from refle&Qy 
on any Meaſure that might have been taken by the Advice 
of the honourable Gentleman whom we may juſtly call. the 
Father of that Colony. I am ſo much perſuaded of his In- 
tegrity and Ability, that I think we ought to be as will 
to ſupport him, as he has been generous in ſerving us. But 
dare ſay the honourable Gentleman himſelf is ſenſible, that 
the leſs the Expence is which his Endeayours for the publics N * 
Good ſhall coſt his Country, the greater will be his om 
Honour. 5 „ 
Having thus given my Reaſons, Sir, why I think the 
propoſed Reduction extremely proper at this Time, and why 
I think it extremely improper 4 us to load the Nation wit 
any additional Expence, I ſhall conclude with giving m Voi 
for the Motion,” 1 
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EEE 


Din 


Tr SHEER 
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inconſiderable when — to the Benefit of keeping the 
Forces up.” 

This was anſwered by Georg Heathcote, Ely wo de 
e i: 

ir, 

I own that till now I have not approved our lay 
vn ue il oy I hare ee 
gia, becauſe I was of Opinion, that if the Hands we have 
ſent thither had been duly employed in Agriculture and Ma- 
nufactures here, they might have been more uſeful to their 
Native Country. But the — Gentleman who ſpoke 
Laſt has entirely removed my Scruples; for if what he ſays 
be Truth, which I am far from it is like to prove 
the moſt beneficial Colony that ever was ſent from Britain, 
both becauſe it will fave % axe thall of to the Na- 
tion, and as it will produce a large Revenue to the Crown, 
For this Reaſon, Sir, I think that the Money required for 
maintaining that Settlement, and paying the Forces ſent thi - 
her, _—_—— raiſed without our laying any additional Bur- 
hen on the People of Britain. The I propoſe, Sir, 
or this End, is, that as the Fund is fo very good, and the 
Security upon it ſo unqueſtionable, the Government ſhould 
borrow as much Money RN 

Expences Settlement, that now fall upon 
he Subjects of 12 This, Sir, I take to be a ve- 
fair and equitable Propoſal, and I am perſuaded that 
he Wiſdom and Frugality of the Gentlemen who have the 

KU ˙ 
der ot it. 

As to the other Part of my worthy Friend's Speech, I 
* I cannot fo eaſily digeſt it. The Reduction that is pro- 
poſed, faid he, Ain Le da two hundred fixteen thouſand 
Pounds the to Nation, Sir, two hundred fixteen thouſand 
Pounds is Money; and had we, * r 
J that ſame Sum by the like Reduction, upwards of 
lillions of — National Debt had been paid ys 3h 
peat many nvenĩencies from the Subjects. Beſides, 
L L Fro ee anos | 
72 * run Sir, that the only Pre. 
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Sir William Lounge. 


as to render it imprudent for the Government; tho? it were 
willing, ever to make any Reduction. Wherefore, Sir, 1 


not Reaſon to repent of. I own, Sir, that in ſome Yen 


late than never. Tf we begin now to reduce them, the Nation 
may twenty Vears hence feel the Benefit of a total R a 
Whereas, if we keep them on Foot from Year to Year, or 
inſtead of reducing, increaſe them, the Nation twenty Yean 
hence may be ſaddled with 18,000 more, and pablick Dif- 
content increaſing with the publick Debt, may run fo high, 


am for beginning in Time, and then for making amends, u 
far as we can, for any paſt Overſights, by agreeing to the pro. 
poſed Reduction. | | 2 
Sir William Younge * ſpoke next in Subſtance as follows: 
Sir, | | "I 
© Ever fince I had the Honour to fit in this Houſe, we 
have had every Seſſion a regular Return of a Debate on this 
Subject. Sometimes I have heard very ſpecious Arguments 
for a Reduction urged by the Gentlemen in the tion ; 
but I always ſaw before next Seſſions too good Proofs that 
we ated moſt wiſely when we agreed to the keeping up the 
teſt Number of Troops; nor do I know any Part of his 
ate Majeſty's Conduct fo juſtly liable to Cenſure, as the Ne- 
duction of his Forces, to which he was induced by a ſincere, 
but miſtaken Tenderneſs for his People; nor did I ever 
know a Reduction which the Nation in a little Time had 


the Reaſons for ing them up were ſtronger than in 
_— br | cannot rememember «Year when the Reaſons 
or keepin m up were ſo ſtrong as they are at preſent. 
he Ialolence of the People in all Parts of the N 
is riſen to a Height that makes it unſafe for the 

Magiſtrate to do his Duty without the Aſſiſtance of the 
military Power. In the Country where I was during fome 
Part of our late Receſs, the Miners, the Labourers, and 
other Manufacturers, aſſembled in a riotous and tumultuom 
Manner, to the Number of near five thouſand, upon 1 
other Pretence but the Exportation of jome Grain; | 
Exportation really did a Service to the Country, and never 
could hurt them. They proceeded to the moſt violent Out- 
rages, which rendered it impoſfible for the civil Magiſtralt 
Secretary as Wars 
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s of | for that Purpoſe. Now, Sir, 

the what the 

of ET. ee le 

t U WY commanded W of regular Force | 

I no e gentle Arts of Perſuaſion would never 

tier have ſucceeded, for they were too mad to lſten to aun; The 

tion WY Senſe of their Duty could never have reclaimed them, for 

ion. th ſeemed to make a Merit of being quite void of chat A 
„ or 

ears - 
Dif- 

igh, 

vere 


and, as I am informed, re UE 
would have effected it, had it not been for a 
the regular Troops who were ſent to protett hi 
Tumults, Sir, could be owing to no 
juſt Ground of Offence that had been 
2 Ba the rk thr the Faroe 
more ho more t a 
more he is inſulted, hated, and abuſed 8 
People. Theſe Mobs, Sir, it is true, ſeldom have any 
ther View than to gratify their immediate Reſentment. 
who knows, Sir, but that if they come to any Height, thoſe 
who have more diftant and more Vi may 
with them, and make them the Tools of their Ambi- 
tion or Revenge ? This, Sir, would very probably be the 
Caſe, were it not for our regular Forces ; and if this were 
the Caſe, we muſt foon ſee a Rebellion — and the 
Nation become a Scene of Blood and Confufion. Let any 
Gentleman who loves his Country reflect upon the Horrors 
which ſuch an Idea preſents, and let him, if he can, vote | | 
for a Reduction, which by weakening the Hands of the Go- | 
vernment may leave a Poſſibility of any ſuch Event. An 
Exemption from the Miſeries of a Civil War is cheaply pur- 
chaſed by the heavieſt Taxes. The People of Britain at pre- 
ſent pay no heavier Taxes, than the Extenfion of their Com- 
merce, and the Benefits they ( joy from the Government. 
(which leaves them more L than any People under the 
dun enjoy) enable them to ſupport without Difficulty ; and, 
mo_ their Taxes were ſtill heavier, a little more Induſtry 
ity in the meaner Sort of our People would eaſily 

ſupply them : But, Sir, the Wounds of a civil War. may 

for many Ages; by ruining our Trade it muſt render 
us deſpicable to » cr Oy Oy 
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amo ir Goo 7. come ſubjekt either to a foreign ora domeſtick Tyratily. 't 
8 believe no Gentleman, whether he is a Placeman r not 
| would forgive himſelf, if he did not concuf in Men- 
ſure that could avert ſuch an Event. Sir, if ſuch Meaſure 


are purſued, they are right Meaſures, whether they Are 
ſued by Kae An ni And I hope all Nute lie 
' will be ſo true to one another, as to unite in giving their 
* Negative to the Reduction on this Occaſion,” . 
| hen he fat down, Sir John Barnard ſpoke in Subſtang 
| as follows: en ag age ww 

1 Sir, | reb \ ; 1 = 
bir John Barnard, * It has always been my Opinion, that the readieſt Way 
to bring on the Miſeries which the honourable Gentleman, 
who ſpoke laſt, has fo pathetically deſcribed, 'is to maintain 
a numerous Standing Army in Time of Peace; and that the 
| beſt, if not the only Method of preventing them, is, either 
conſiderably to reduce, or intirely to disband it. 80 that, 
Sir, the Gentleman has * Ily foreftalled the Debate, 
by — in favour of a Standing Army, one of the 
ſtrongeſt Arguments againſt it. I am perfectly at a 'Loſs to 
know why the Gentlemen who are againſt the ReduCtion, 
have let ſo much of our Time be ſpent, before they begu 
the Debate on their Side; for I am ſure they have not yet 
advanced a Shadow of an Argument in favour of the Refs 
lation. Therefore, Sir, I either expect to hear ſome Rex 
ſons why we ſhould agree to this Reſolution, from the Gen- 
tlemen who ſhall ſpeak in the ſucceeding Part of the Debate, 
or I muſt be obliged to think that a Standing Army 1s intend- 
ed to be made a Part of our Conſtitution, and that our we 
ſolving ourſelves into a Committee, to confider of the proper 
Number to be kept up, is mere Form. Nay, Sir, it is not 
impoſſible, but that, ſome Years hence, we may ſee a Bil 
brought into this Houſe for that End, This, Sir, will 
Gentlemen a great deal of Trouble, in eluding once à Ver 
a Set of r Objections, raiſed by Gentle- 
men ſtubbornly and perverſely attached to the Good of their 
Country, and the Preſervation of the Conſtitution, - But, Sit, 
if ſuch a Step ſhould be taken, Gentlemen both of Reputs 
tion and Eſtate will not be wanting to oppoſe fuch a Subver- 
fion of our Liberties, with their Intereſt, with their For 
tunes, and, if their Country requires it, with their Sword 
Since the Beginning of this Debate, we have had 'a ver 
broad Intimation of a Deſign that leans very much that Way. 
An honourable Gentleman under the Gallery told us, If yo! 
continue the-Liberty of the Preſs, you t to continue your 
Army. Sir, I look upon the Liberty of the Preſs to be the 
moſt valuable Part of the Liberty of the Subject; I look up: 
on the Army, as what may one Day be the De 
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ing Army, but that it may 
is to ſay, in other Words, That a —— 2 now form- 
ing to an End to the Liberties of Great Britain. 
honourable Gentleman 2 — laſt, told us, that 
| were under a Neceſſity of keep pap We Ay that it 
may enforce the Laws, which the Civil Ma- 
giſtrates cannot do. Sir, I know not 1 at Author ce 
honourable Gentleman has, for throwi ſach 
tion upon the Civil Magiſtrates in g 9 have the Ho- 
nour to be a Civil Magiſtrate, Sir, in the greateſt City in 
Britain, perhaps in Europe; and I dare anſwer Ger fir m/lf 
and for thoſe Gentlemen whom I have had the Happineſs to 
be aſſociated with in the Civil Magiſtracy, that we have no 
Occaſion for any Aſſiſtance of the military Force for putting 
the Laws in Execution. And as I have Opportunities of 
knowing ſomewhat of the ,Country of England in general, I 
can venture to ſay, that a Conſtable at the Head of his Poſle, 
by a Warrant from a Juſtice of the Peace who is beloved, 
can do more than a Colonel at the Head of his Regiment. T 
ſay, Sir, a Juſtice of the Peace who is beloved; for Iam far 
from thinking that all of them are beloved; though I believe 
they generally are ſo, when it is known they are not influ- 
enced by any Guidance from within theſs Walls. Sir, it is 
the Duty, as well as the Intereſt of every Civil Magiſtrate, 
to endeavour to render himſelf beloved and popular in the 
Places where he acts; and if there are any who — 
hated, and conſequently leſs obeyed by the People, it muſt 
be owing to their own ill Conduct. Nay, Sir, I believe I 
could inſtance many Juſtices of the Ny who act as ſuch, 
without having a Qualification. In what I have faid, Sir, 
I am far from intending that it ſhould be underſtood, asif I 
reflected on any particular Gentleman, who has the Honour 
to ſerve his Majeſty in the Commiſion of Peace in Weſtmin- 
ſter. I am willing to believe the beſt of theſe Gentlemen, 
and that they are far from making a Traffick of their Duty, 
or taking their Directions from any Man in Power. But, 
Sir. if there are any ſuch, though they may indeed want the 
Aſliſtance of the military Power, I think it is very unſafe 
for us to keep up Forces that may be ä 
Purpoſes by ſuch Magiſtrates,” 
Mr. Pulteney ſpoke to the following Purpoſe : 


Sir, 
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preſent Motion are of fo extraordinary a Nature, and thoſe 
that have been offered in favour of the Reſolution are fo 
weak, that I have a better Opini of che — 
honourable Gentlemen who have advanced than to 


yo! 
our 
the 
op- 
| of 


th 


believe 
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e believe they themſelves think they.could. be of any Wei 
= 2 but in an Aſſembly where their own Party ale a Ma 
| Jjority. Some Gentlemen ſeem to be under terril <2" 
henſions from the Preſs, ſome from the People, and 
ſeem to fear nothing, but for themſelves. One honourabl e 
Gentleman, in particular, calls cut to his Brethren, in Place, 
and ſolemnly conjures them to be true to one another. Q al 
ye Placemen be true to ane another ! Indeed, Sir, the honour. 
able Gentleman may reſt very well ſatisfied that will; 
for I cannot ſay that I ever knew them fail, eſpecially when 
they were to gain any thing by it. I wiſh, Sir, that other 
Gentlemen were as well united, that Country Gentlemen 
would be true to one another; for if they were, though per- 
haps we could not carry this Queſtion, yet we Mrs 4 at 
x leaft not to loſe it by, I had almoſt ſaid, ſo ſcandalous 
| Majority, as it is but too probable that we ſhall. | 
It is the Misfortune, Sir, of this Nation, under our pre- 
ſent Situation, that it is generally thought to be in the Power 
of one Man to determine the Fate of every Queſtion of Im- 
portance brought before this Aſſembly. This makes 'many 
Gentlemen, who wiſh well to their Country, take every pot 
Opportunity of ſtaying at home, when they ought to gi Ge: 
their Attendance in this Houſe. Each reaſons in this Mas 
ner: My ſingle Voice is of little or no Conſequence, why Si- 
„then ſhould I be at the Pains and Expence to attend the Wl 5:4 
4 Parliament, fince it can be of no Uſe to my Country ?” and 
But this is a falſe and a pernicious Inference. This, Sir, p 
gives a tacit Countenance to oppreſſive Meaſures, and de: pre 
rives a Man of the Satisfaction of having done at leaſt hs the 
ty for the Service of his Country. Beſides, Sir, Gentle- gs 
men ought to reflect, that if thoſe who act for the Intereſt of Wl Co: 
their Country were united, and gave their Attendance in late 
this Houſe, they might ſtill indeed continue the Minority; La. 
but, Sir, ſuch a Minority as they would then form, never yet inf 
failed of ſoon becoming the Majority. I have thought my: ver 
ſelf obliged to ſay thus much, becauſe I ſee many Gentlemen Wl vin, 
abſent on this Occaſion, who, I know, wiſh well to their give 


Country, and who I know would be abſent on no other A per 
count, but for the Reaſon I have now ſuggeſted. paſ 

© I have heard, Sir, during the Courſe of this Debate, that 
great Complaints of the Depravity of the common People; for 
and I am ſenſible the Complaints are not ill- founded. Sha 


Sir, I think the Method that is propoſed to reform them, in- den 
ſtsad of ſuppreſſing, will but propagate the Evil. It is 5 the 
impracticable, Sir, to dragoon People into Morality, as into Wl the 
Religion; nor can a Standing Army make a free People quiet Inf 
Subjects, any other Way than by ing them humble pre 
Slaves. It has always, Sir, been the diſtinguiſhing q wh 
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of this Conſtitution, that our Kings reigned over Men, and d tt ons = 


1 


ht; | 
as i or over Slaves: And that gave them the Power of doing as © 
pre- Ge == they pines With it tied their Hands | "-- 
ne Brom doing any Hart. But, Sir, our new $ of Poli- - 

able WW :-1-s has a quite different Tendency ; it tends to make Slaves 

or Subjects, to give the King an Opportunity of doing Harm, 

ost deprives him of the Power of doing Good. For, Sir, a 

1 an who lies at the Mercy of another, as to his and 4 
ill; reoperty, is, in effect, a Slave, though he who is his | 4 
hen WWW ior ſhould not exerciſe his Power tyrannically. And a Prince, 

ther sir, who, in order to maintain his Authority, is obliged to 

nen burden his Subjects with oppreſſive Taxes, while they al- 

per. ready groan under a Load of Debts, has it in his Power to 

: at oppreſs his Subjects, but has it not in his Power to relieve 

chem; becauſe no Act of Grace, which he can exert, can be 


a Balance for the Unpopularity that muſt attend him. So 
that, Sir, it is ſurpriſing that Miniſters themſelves are not 
more cautious how they give Occaſion for any unneceſſary 
Taxes upon the People, or how they conſent to the keeping 
up a Body of Forces, which ſo evidently tends to weaken 
both their Maſter's and their own real Intereſts. But, fay 
Gentlemen, the Depravity is ſo great and fo general, that 
no Remedy beſides that of a ſuperior Force can. be applied. 
Sir, a Phyſician, whe would cure a Diſeaſe, applies himſelf 
firſt to find out its Cauſes ; and if the Cauſes can be found out 
and taken away, the Effect ceaſes of courſe. 

As to what the Gentlemen who are for continuing the 
preſentNumber of our Forces have ſo much infiſted on, I mean | 
the Spirit of Oppoſition to the Civil Magiſtracy on ſome Oc- 
caſions, it has, I am afraid, been too much owing to the 
Conduct of the Magiſtrates ; and their Oppoſition to ſome 
late Laws is to be imputed, I believe, to the Nature of the 
Laws themſelves. It is impoſſible, Sir, for a Legiſlature to 
inforce immediate Obedience to an unuſual Law, without 
very great ReluQance from the People, before they are con- 
vinced that this Law is really for their Good, And, Sir, 
give me leave to ſay, that it will take a good deal of Art to 
perſwade the People of the Expediency of ſome Laws ay 
paſſed. Nay, Sir, I ſhould not myſelf be eaſily 
that ſome late Laws might not have produced all the Good 
for which they were intended, and yet have appeared in a 
Shape more agreeable to the Body of our People. Are Gen- 
tlemen to ſuppoſe that a People will ſabmit to Laws which 
they look upon oppreſſive and inconſiſtent? In this Part of 
the Country, Sir, they are obliged to ſubmit to Laws; for 
Inſtance, the late Act againſt eee Liquors, which 
pretends to pluck up an old but be Diſeaſe by the Roots 
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— Law gives Riſe to numberleſs Villanies 

CERA Sort: For it is, Sir, in the Power of any ogue, 2s, the 
Law now ſtands, if he can digeſt Perjury, to ruin an hone 
Nr n 
5 ſurpriſed that a Law, ſo diſagteeable in its own Nature, 
I for I have never heard 
any body elſe charged with oppoſing it, ſhould meet with 
tion from them Yet, Sir, this is a Law of which wm 
were ſo fond, that we actually bought it. Yes, Sir! ye 
bodght it of the Government a7 the Rat of 70,000 Pound 


| 8 the Country, Sir, in Scotland, th 
Clergy is obliged, by a late * Act for that Purpoſe, to- real 

more than once from their Pulpits a Proclamatian, or a De- 

claration, I do not know how you call it. Why, Sir, I an 

told the People in that Country laugh at this Act; and i 

the Government were ſtrictly to enforce it, they would he 
D 'zard another Rebellion. So that, Sir, it is our Duty, befor 
| | we paſs any Act that affects the Body of a People, always ty 
conſider whether the Advantages accruing from ſuch an A 

are ſufficient to counterbalance the Unpopularity of om 
paſing that Af, and the Odium and Expences which the 
Government muſt incur by putting it in Execution. When [ 
ſay this, Sir, I hope no Gentleman will infer that IT would 
court Popularity at the Expence of any Meaſure that is for the 
Good of the People. But I know, that ſome Governments 
have found the Secret of reconciling the People's real Intereh 
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© But, befides Blunders which we may have committed ina 
more publick Capacity, I am afraid, Sir, that in other Re- 
we do not a little contribute to ſpread this Spirit, « 
tent. When a People, Sir, fees their 

nr ware wirxr gt aos >=Fors Yea honeſt Men, 

| preſume, not unreaſonably, that they have loſt every 
chat forms an honeſt Repreſentative. When they ſee 
apon the Emoltmetm of pub 


in idle Purſuits, - and unprofitable Vices ; they know that 
theſe Gentlemen have no other Way to repair the ſhattered 
Remains of their Fortunes, but by preying upon the Public 


® This alludes to the Ad ag ainft theſe who were concerned in hangin 
| Perteons : See Ve, IV. the Debates on thas Affair, | 
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— of them taſte it, they wr or at leaſt 
that an Adminiſtration muſt be weak when, it re- 


ſuſpect, 
** Give —— Al fad io thy: 
that it is ous Nah Be r/o PA It is our Duty, 
2 bene of our own pri 
vate Fortunes, to preſerve our Independency upon any 
ace E of the Ligiins.” 15 
ature. 
ws ſee the publick Debts decreaſe, the Diſſatisfaction of the 
People ſublide, and the Diſtinctions of Parties aboliſhed. 
We ſhall then have no Need of a 
rack Sir, there will be no Occaſion to rule by a Party ; for 


| have hind; Sir, many in- 
vidious Inſinuations Reflections thrown out againſt a 
certain Oppoſition that I could name, and I hear 
Talk without Doors about“ a Reconcili 


Fl 
iation. Sir, I know 
one: 


to join in ſuch an 
* Thoſe Gentlemen who are for our a 
— 


Jad 
Strength and Reſolution in this important Criſis of our Trade. 
If they ſhall find Unanimity in our Reſentment at home, they 
will expect the ſame Unanimity in our Reſentment abroad, if 


it ſhall be found that any of our have injulced our 
Flag, or plundered our Merchants; it will let them ſee that 


* See Val. 9 Prigce of Wales's Scttiemens. 
Vol. V. 


When they fee Corrptign f Verality openly 7 ond 2 


Army ; becauſe 
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a both the Nation and the Parliament are reſolv d to 

4 SJ } have with ſuch Duty and Zeal for their Country, as to fad 

ER ol hs er of nts loyal 
8 | wi ir ing a 
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© Sic Robert Walpole then roſe again, and ſpoke as follows 

eu Robert Walpole. © Whatever groundleſs Infinuations ſome Gentlemen may 

„ - Diie I uct; aw tribal 
0 z one 

1 the ning of this en nl That he could <wj 

« that Things were to rum into Confuſion ; becauſe out of 

—_ . may ariſe Order. A Wiſh ſo ſhocking to the Ears of a dut- 

ful Subject, and ſo contrary to the Dignity of this Aſſembly, 

that I hope never to hear the like repeated within thei 

Walls. It was ſaying, in other Terms, that he wiſhed to fee 

the Succeſſion of the 

Nation involved in 


LS OW] 
Aano 12. Geo. I. 


AY calling Queſtion the H 5 e 
Infringe des gee 
1 b all the Parliaments, but of every Gentleman who has voted 


Authority. "#0 
5 My honourable Eriend was pleaſed to inveigh very & 
verely againſt the Luxury and Vice that reigns but too gene 
rally amongſt us. I know not from what this Luxury and 
Vice proceed; but proceed from what it will, I am ſure it 


has given ſuch eminent Inftances of Frugality and 
rance, as the Family that is now upon our Throne. 


- nerate into 


for that? Or if the People is tainted with Diſcontent and 
DiſlatisfaA wp 


ion, are we to endeavour to cure it by giving 

the only Means of reſtraining them? Yet this, Sir, i. 

the very Thing for which ſome Gentlemen bave argued 

ſtrenouſly fince the Opening of this Debate. It has been allow- 

by ed on all Hands, that had it not been for our Standing Forces, 
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fince 
25 and Venality, and nothing * 
rea People believe that when an of 
theſe in the ſame Hands, it can only . 
o fee this is a Misfortune that has attended 1 . 
1 the in all Ages and in all Countries. The very Succeſs that a 
War, Miniſter meets with, is improved by his Enemies to his Pre- 
\ the judice. If a Majority in this Houſe concur with his Mea- 
has ſures, it muſt be the Effect of Corruption. If he has the 
3 BY Favour of the Prince, be owes it to Flattery and mi 
ing the State of the Nation. Does the Ki ander his 
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Fir 


Adminiſtration enjoy a profound Peace, an extended Com- | 
merce ? This 1s attri to the Miniſter's Sacrificing ſome- | : 
thing ſtill more valuable than theſe Advantages, in order to 

them. So that, Sir, the very Well-being of a State 


gx 
reality, his Succeſs in the Parliament may be owing to the 
Juſtice of his Meaſures; the Favour he is in with his Prince, 


moſt bexgarly, and the 
But, Sir, is there 
be introduced, beſides 


Kfar ifi Fiir 


3 they are reduc'd in their Circumſtances by 


Ango 11 Geo, 


. * Luxuries, Sir, after ſome Time, create Wants; Tone * 
| own Extra- 


Miniſter; for under a bad Adminiſtration, eſpecially if it i 


be applied to this general Depravity, my Anſwer would be, 
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vagancies, they exclaim againſt the Heavineſs of Taxes, the 
Decay of Trade, and the Corruption of Miniſters. A Miniſter 
is anſwerable, Sir, in ſome meaſure, for the Wealth of a N. 
tion; but he is not anſwerable for the Abuſe of that Wealth, 
And when Gentlemen exolaim againſt the luxurious Living 
of a Nation, they are miſtaken if they think that thereby they 
hurt the Reputation of a Miniſter in the Eyes of co 
Men. No, Sir, they beſtow a tacit Encomium upon the 


a long one, it is impoſſible for the Nation to Supply theſe 
Luxuries, without the Nation's feeling in a very few Yean 
the whole Ballance of Trade with their Neighbours turning 
againſt it: And I dare ſay, that no Gentleman in thy 
Houſe can affirm that this is our Caſe at preſent. Thus 
much, Sir, I have thought fit to ſay, not in Anſwer, but by 
way of Supplement to what the hon. Gentleman obſerved 
with Regard to the general Depravity of Morals ſo viſible 
throughout the Kingdom. | En ng 

© But were I to be asked, Sir, what Remedy - is then to 


the Anſwer of every Gentleman who judges coolly and im- 
partially ; that nothing is more likely to gain'this End, than 
a due Submiſſion to that Government, which enacts no 
Laws but by your own Conſent, and raiſes no Taxes hut 
what your own Safety requires. This, could we effect it, 
Sir, (to uſe the ſame Expreſſion with the hon. Gentleman) 
avould be mending the Hearts of the People, and without this, 
all che Methods that either the King or the Paliament can 
fall upon for that Purpoſe muſt be unſucceſsful. I wiſh, Sir, 
that all the Gentlemen in this Houſe could ſay, with- a 
clear Conſcience, that they had no other View than this, in 
all their Purſuits of Popularity and Pretenfions to Patriotiſm: 
And I wiſh, Sir, that the- Actions of Gentlemen would 
prove to the World, that their ſole Aim is not the Deſtruc- 
tion of the Miniſter, but the Good of their Country, 

As to what the honourable Gentleman talk'd about the 
juſt Grounds, of Diſcontent among the People; I am forrry 
to hear any Gentleman in this Houſe infinuate, that the Ach 
and Laws paſt by this Houſe, can give the People any juſt 
Ground of Diſcontent. It. proceeds from another ; 
Sir; for there is nothing more certain than that, if our 
People are. once rendered diſcontented with the Government, 
they ſoon become diſaffected with the Eſtabliſhment: And, 
Sir, tho' I admit that a Man of Senſe may be attached to our 
preſent Eſtabliſhment, and yet diſſatisfied with ſome Steps of 
the Adminiſtration, yet it is otherwiſe with the Common 7 
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le : With them Diſcontent, Diſloyalty, and Rebellion A215 * E 
pllow fo cloſe on one another, that they are one and the cy _ 
ame Thing, Had certain Gentlemen, Sir, who have latex 
dined in ſome Meaſures againſt the Government, ſufficiently ; MY 
eflected on this Truth, Tam perſuaded ſuch js their Attach- g. 
ment to his Majeſty's Perſon and Family, that they would "2 
zot have aſſiſted ſo much as they have done in promoting 
he Diſſatisfaftion that prevails among the Common People. : 
a ke I Te Rs. . 
ho dif y's Title to , pre- 2 
umes, a is againſt the Adminiſtration, is againſt * 
he Eſtabliſhment likewiſe ; and nothing has more contri- | 
buted to keep up the Spirit of that Party, than their induftri- 
puſly propagating that Doctrine. This, Sir, is the true Reaſon . - = 
hat they look upon the Lenity of that Government as the - 
Effect of its Weaknefs, and that they attribute the Indul- | 
rence they meet with to our Fears. Thus, Sir, is the true Rea- 
ſon why they endeavour to improve to their Advantage every 
accident that happens in the Nation, tho? perhaps it is very di- 
ant from their Purpoſe, and fell out contrary to their Hopes. 
his, Sir, was the Reaſon why, on the late melancholy E- | 
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1 to ent that * afflicted the Nation, their Hopes . revived, 

| be, cheir Cabals were ſet on Foot, and every Tool of their Party : 
im- was employed in their Conſultations how to bring about 

than their favourite Point. There are many in our Galleries now, 

10 Sir, who know what J have ſaid to be true, and if they had 

but the Privilege of ſpeaking here, could, if they pleaſed, 

It, convince us how improper the propoſed Reduction is, whi 


ſuch a Spirit ſubſiſts in the Kingdom. 

Sir, I have known a Time when Gentlemen acted on 
true Whig, Principles; and at that Time, Sir, they ſeemed 
to be of Opinion, that the beſt, if not the only Way to ſe- 
cure us from Popery, and arbitrary Power, was by ſecuring 
the preſent Eſtabliſhment of the Crown in his Majeſty's 
Perſon and Family. They were then of Opinion, Sir, this | 
was beſt done by our keeping up a regular Body of Forces, 1 
and I ſhould be to know if the Reaſons do not 3 9 
ſubſiſt now as did then,or if they who are the Enemies of our | 4 
preſent Eſtabliſhment have been weakened by the Oppoſition 
of theſe Gentlemen to the Adminiſtration.” - 

3 Pulteney, Eſq; replied to chis Effect: 


ir, | | 
I think a Man is an honeſt Man, who votes according Wm. Pulteney, EMM  «) 
to what his Conſcience tells him the preſent Situation of — 
Things requires; and an honeſt Man, Sir, if he ſees the 
Circumſtances which induced him to vote in Favour of a Re- - 
ſolution laſt Year altered, or if he finds that he himſelf "4 
has been miſtaken in the Apprehenſion of theſe Circum- 
* Allading to the Queen's Deathly | | 

| ſtances : 
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of Peace, it was when my Conſcience told me that the 
ſervation of our Liberties required it. But, Sir, ney 
that Time, perhaps, I was convinced that our pun 
Standing Army for one Year was neceſſary ; it does not 
low that I a& inconſiſtently, if I don't vote for a 

of that Army. Therefore, though a Gentleman has rom 
for Queſtion, for every Job of the Miniſtry; 
his who Life has been butove cofitinted Vote on tiviell 


yet he ought neither to be aſhamed nor afraid to 
as ſoon as his own Judgment or the Situation Tt 
altered. This is acting upon no other Principles, Sir, but 
thoſe of an honeſt Man, and a Lover of his Country ; and 
as the Diſtinction between Whigs and Tories is now in ef 
fect aboliſhed, I ho op font four Pope know c 
Denominations of Party 
and Country. The honourable 22 talks of = 
ſtabliſhment of the Government, and of the Adminiftratin; 
but, Sir, I know of no Eſtabliſhment, I know of 0 G+ 
vernment, I know of no Adminiſtration that ought to bt 
kept up, but for the Preſervation of the Liberties of tht 
People : For it is not Twopence Matter to tne, whether the 
Prince's Name under whom I am to be enſlaved, is Thomas, 
James, or Richard; I am ſure I ſhall never be enſlaved w: 
der a George. 
And here give me leave to ſay, Sir, that the Eſtabliſh 
ment of the Crown in his Majeſty's Perſon and Family as 
only be ſecured by our ſecuring the Rights of the 
This, Sir, is the Charter by which his Majeſty holds ts 
Crown ; and whoever ſeparates the Intereſts of the People 
from thoſe of the Eſtabliſhment, muſt be either i of 
our Conſtitution, or a Traitor equally to his Prince and 
Country. For this Reaſon, Sir, to me it is evident, tat f 
the Pretender had an Agent in his Majeſty's Councils, os i 
this Houſe, that Agent would employ all the Force d 
Tongue and Lungs, he would even out- vote a Miniſter, and 
out- ſpeech a Place-Man in his Zeal for this Reſolution ; war 
could a more effectual Way, Sir, to promote that Fer 
Intereſt be thought of, than our agreeing to bridle the Ki 
dom with 18,000 Men: Becauſe it is, in effect, telling 
the Powers in Europe, that fo weak is the Adminiftration a 
- Britain, and fo much are they hated by the People, that 
they dare not venture to make one Step in the Government 
without their Bully-back an Army. While your Army c 
tinues, Sir, Diſcontent muſt increaſe, and the more Diſco 
tent increaſes, the fairer is the Pretender's Chance for fur 


creding; 
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: For I dare ſay, very few in Britain at preſent wiſh 
e on his d Letants and the few deluded Perſons 
Ls incline to his hn Low it only becauſe they are fo 
3 one Evil would be leſs than the 


tinue for-ever in by Majeſty 
, and as I think. the Reputation 0 
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* The next who ſpoke, was Sir William Windham. 

Sir, 
T think it ſtrange, that this mighty Secret of our Fears 5: Wa. Witten. 
of zut the Pretender, has never been diſcovered the 8 
ther hole Courſe of this Debate, till the honourable C 
#1 ho ſpoke laſt but one diſcloſed it. I am „however, 


i it is at length diſcovered; for now Ge may have 
very clear State of the Caſe ; which is, Whether we ought 
put the Nation to the Expence of maintaining 18,000 
en, for no other Reaſon but becauſe a certain Gentleman 


Jon 


D 


they put me in Mind of a mad Fellow, called Butler, 
ho uſed to go about, andat Times would appear very much 
ightened at a certain Phantom of his own Brain, whom he 
led Prince Kantemir. This Phantom haunted him about 
om Place to Place, and nothing could drive it out of his 


rmy ; but if we reduce that, I dare fay his Intereſt would 

il no where but among a few Madmen.” 

Mr. Pelham. 

Sir, 

* The Gentlemen who have ſpoke for the propoſed Re- 

ion, have all along taken it for granted, that if our 

anding Army were removed, the Cauſes of Diſcontent, 

— allowed on all Hands to be very t amongſt our 
mmon People, would be removed likewiſe. But, Sir, 

ir Opinion cannot be ſupported either by Reaſon or Ex- 

ence. Reaſon tells us that a People who are diſcontented, 

ll prove rebellious as ſoon as the Government becomes wo 

ak to reſtrain their Outrages : And we find, Sir, by Ex- 


AA 


m of Gratitude on the Part of the common 

at, as Gentlemen have been ſtating this Queſtion in their 

anner, I ſhall beg leave to (tate it in mine. gr 
he er 


AFI AI 


ead. Really, Sir, [ don't know what Friends the Pre- 
nder may make in the Kingdom, if we ſhall continue our 


rience, that no Reduction ever was attended by any Re- 
So 


; whereas, if the People were reconciled to the Go- N U. 23 
went he could not have the moſt diſtant Proſpect of CE. 


afraid of the Pretender? This is, I think, a clear and a 
0 State of the Caſe. As for the hancurable-Gentieman's 


Mr. Pelham 
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Red 
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Sir Joſeph Jekyl. 


Ae Whether it be G 
on, 


deed I do not know what are the Sentiments of other 
cermine ylelf in din Caſe 3 and, for this Rete, 20 f * 
my Wr favounraftkig Retaliation.” 
1 ir, 
Walter Pluner:Eſlgz The Reaſoning of the Honourable eating "dt 


of the Faculty were called at the ſame Time, and all 6 


from his Brethren, was, * That 


Conſtitution has been vitiated by a Courſe of ſevere * 


Years had but a very mall Share in the Ballance of b 
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I RT or that his 
will lay their Deſigns, and the Peo e eum a. 
Submiſſiom to the Civil Magiſtrate, in ca we reduce jt ?* 


tlemen ; but I own, Sir it ind hard Matter. with the to 
Walter Plumer, Eſq; | N 145 © 3 1 


laſt, = not ante that of a Phyſician who was alla 
an Acquaintance of mine. Two or three other Men 


them, except this Phyfician, agreed in their — 

that the Nature of the Patient's Diſcaſe required Lenitive 

The Reaſon which this fingular Doctor gave, for: diferi 
Corrokives were only tu x 

« cured by Corrofives.” Sir, we have long had Corum 

applied, to correct the ſharp Humours of a whole 


tions and Taxes, without any apparent 
Kingdom. And it was reaſonable to expect, Sir, by 8 
Time ſome Lenitives ſhould have been applied. But this, Sig 
it ſeems, is not agreeable to the Maxims of the "honour 
able Gentleman, who - laſt Seffion entertained ud with 
the ever-memorable Speech, which he concluded by telling 
us from a Roman Poet, Immedicabile vulnus enſe retidendun, 
Iam afraid, that this, Sir, may indeed be the only Rowen 
that can be applied, if we ſhould proceed in — 
People, by not only continuing but increafing the princyy 
Grievance they have.?“ 

Sir Joſeph Jekyl ſpoke next, to the following Papas 

ir, 

© T acknowl that formerly T uſed togive my Vote 
keeping up a — Army in Time ene, becauſel 
thought we could never uſe too many Precautions againſt i 
growing Power and the aſpiring Genius of France. 

But the Providence of Heaven has raiſed up anot 
Power in Europe, which ſeems by the Check ſhe has alread 
given to the French Ambition, to be an Over-match for if 
in the Field: Gentlemen will eaſily perceive that I ue 
the Empreſs of M » Whoſe 2 till all within theſe ſe 


For this Reaſon I think there is not the at Proc, © 
for kee ping up a Standing Army on Account of the Sit 
of Affairs Abroad; that Pretence being effeQtually re 
by the ſudden Growth of the Muſcovite Power, from w 
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we have aka 155 . 
ation or Intereſt. So that; Sir, t 


the leaſt Uſe in enabling the 
Laws in Execution, I 4 ie my | 

ation for the preſent ork Bot, Sir, when T fee the 
pk fall Ranks eee Lv which wil the | 
cans left by whi ys we Legiſlatore could prevent a total 
Degeneracy of their Is, and the abſol  Ruſn their 
Health ; when I fee they valde themſelves upon m 
ie Perſons by whoſe A Mrs alone the Offenders 4 
hat Law can il and when I {ee that our 
Forces have been of ho Uſe in ſupp wes oven Diller; 
Lam inclined to ſaf] pet, Sit, that the Tnfeftion Rad 


ito the Army itſelf, I am the grows” 2 to believe this, 
dir, becauſe 1 had it lately fro pool 2 4 | 
te Soldiers actually were. * Mob 


nurdered theſe poor 

Riots. _—_— — —— — 
have Reaſon to fear that dur Army will {gon be as obſti 

y diſobedient Nee ae (iT, UN anfl 


iis muſt produce worſe than 
has yet mentioned. It may 9 = 
ubjected to the military La not attempt to? © | 


ie Will of their Superiors; 2 Rodd we Dept 
hem a greater fe utes Ke their Officers than from Fam 
People to the Juſtices, url oy open Sir, that a 
— Army den tht te a Mob of ths 
People, for this plain uniſhment which 
— kt, er . 
licted on the other. Note ef ebe of the 

lob are made Exam e Br the [i ai of cr Ot 
ſatisfied ; but the Fa ni | A | 
pon every Man who is coicerned in a Mutiny. For 
Reaſon, Soldiers oss (bg gs in « Mi be more 0b- 
tinate and refraQtory chan beer Pete; beczült 0 
hey ſhould lay down their Arms, their Lives ate 
othat their real Safety lies in pettevering in their Rebilion, 
Therefore, I hank 25 it is the Rules of 1 day ar 


or us to keep Body of h . — WhO 7 0 

aten hat Se of Diane wats gas 985 
Amo our le, whom 

Di what we have to ſar this Spirit induce ing obo 

x off the Allegiance dug t6 their 

Mida 

t, I 

' fora 
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Superiors. 
© Thus fa, Sir, Ian) of the fe Side of, uh 
with =Y worth Friend who-fits over-a 


the ſame a 
Vor V. 
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; which he dropt with regand to the Law 10 
juſt ee to en Fr 
nor afraid to t in _ gel 
La paſſed; and I think, though gh wehad evep rl 8 
for it, which the honourable * iy 
bought i it cheap ; for it was paying 70,000 Pounds or iin. 
ing the Health and Strength of a whole People. As For the 
Inconveniences that may ariſe from the Execution of I 
4 | Law, I am ſenſible there are ſeveral ; but, Sir, I-believe a 
= few as ever attended the Execution of a Law, ſo 
| and at the ſame Time ſo neceſſary. However, if the fur. 
_ , - \ 1 Conſideration of that Law ſhould come before * 
4 ; lieve, Sir, it ſoon may, Lia very willingly (0 
= any Motion that can put us in a Way of ng iO bh 
8 f jet to Abuſe. In the mean time I am of Opinion, Si i 
it will greatly contribute to the Safety of our Conſtitution 
and the Reformation of Manners amongſt the PR Peo- 
3 ple, if we agree to the propoſed Reduction. 
* | * Danvers Eſq; 12 as follows: e 


I Joſeph Danrerts == ye have had a t deal of Debate this' Night abou 
BH * dhe Conſtitution and Government of this and other 
and there is no Queſtion, Sir, but there are many 75 
ones in the World. But I believe the People of Great Bhi 
tain are governed by a Power that never was heard of az 
ſupreme Authority in any Age or Country before. Thy 
Power, Sir, does not conſiſt in the abſolute Will of the 
Prince, in the Direction of Parliament, in the N 
an Army, in the Influence of the Clergy ; neither, Sit 5 
a Petticoat Government; but, Sir, it is the Goren 0 
the Preſs. The Stuff which our weekly News Papen at 
filled with, is received with greater Reverence than Ads d 
Parliament; and the Sentiments of one of theſe. Scribblen 
have more Weight with the Multitude than the! of 
the beſt Politician, in the Kingdom. This is the trug Res 
ſon, Sir, why Prudence obliges us to agree to the Keeping 
up the Number of Forces that was firſt propoſed. hr ay 
own Part, it is very well known that I hate a 8 A. 
my as I hate the Devil: But, hateful as ĩt is, I do not 
how we could live without it. And if the propoſed Redus 
tion were to take Place, the firſt I ſhould do, wok 
be to ſhut up Houle in the Country, and come ahd live nex 
le nee Deveil; for I do not ſee that any Man is ſafe, unkd 
lives either hear him, or in a Barrack. 

Some Gentlemen have been at great Pains to ridicule th 
Fears of the Pretender as being chimerical ; but, Sir, I hart 
Letters in my Pocket, which muſt convince every im 
Perſon, that we have more to fear from the JP W 
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Sir, I ſhall beg leave to enter into the Particulars of an im- 9 i 1 1 
t treaſonable 1 7 that happened within theſe 2 
few Days within the Town'of ' Leiceſter. On the firſt Day, "RY 
Sir, of this very. Month, ſeveral Papers were found poſted - PRCt 
up within that Town, containing the moſt impudent and * 2 
treaſonable Inſults upon his Majeſty and the Government, 1 
at, I believe, were ever yet committed at a Time when | 
dere was no open Rebellion in the Nation. They contained | 
no leſs, Sir, than an Alarm to the People, in favour of the 
Pretender, and imported a Reſolution of proclaiming him the 
tenth of June; which, Sir, by the way, is his Birth- Day. After 
an Inſult of thisNature, Sir committed in Defiance of the Go- 
emment, in a Country Town, will any Man ſay that we have 
nothing to fear from the 3cobite Faction? Or can we imagine "5 
hat the Authors of theſe treafonable Libels have no Abettors- 4 
in the Country? They have, Sir, I am afraid, but too many, ö 
and were our regular Forces to be reduced, I believe theywould 
have more ſtill ; and they would ſoon com> from — 
to acting. The Queſtion, then, Sir, among the Populace, would | 
not be, Who is for the Ki or who is for the Pretender? h 
hey would only ask, Who is for, or who is againſt the Go- 
rernment ? And every Man, Sir, who d act againſt 
the Government, be his Motive, Ambition, Diſguſt, Diſ- 
appointment, Principle, Revenge, or any other Cauſe what- 
wer, ſuch a Man, Sir, would be ſure to have them for his 
Friends; for it is Recommendation enough to them, if he 
js an Enemy to the Government, no Matter to whom be is a N 
Friend. Therefore, Sir, I think the Safety of the Nation, 
at preſent, requires that we ſhould make no Reduction of 
dur Forces.“ 
Upon the Report which ohn of the 
ommittee next Day to the Houſe, the Eſtimate for the Re- 
piment to be ſent to ia was objected to, by ſome Gen- 
emen who ſpoke in the 1 the Reſo- 
lation: Accordingly a Debate . 5 
Colonel Mordaunt. | 1 
Sir, 
eee nd hat fome Gemtemes do nt ui 04 ww 1 
Lnguiſh between the Army now-propoſed to be kept * 
bat Sort of Standing Armies which the Whigs ben 4 
i eee againſt. abs | 
true, have always up Standing -D wg . 
1 Time of Pn che blen — 7 y oft the and with- E 


but Conſent of Parli iament; but no Whig ever that it 
s inconſiſtent with, or that it would be to our 
onſtitution, to keep a few Troops in Pay for one N 


ar, 1 upon mature Deliber - = 
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ing Weight to any 

might then 

ever oppoſed; and for this Reaſon, the 

with Conſent of Parli | 

tion of our Rights and Liberties, 

then Prince and Pri 

which may properly | a Charta 

this Nation. | T7 
If the Whigs of thoſe Days had been of the fame ON 


E Grademen nn now. th but 


for any Time, was inconſiftent with our Conſtitatinn, that 
Article in the Declaration would certainly have food thas: 
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That there are Diſcontents among 
that thoſe Diſcontents are too general, I ſhall 
but whether they are owing to Diſaſfection, I 
tend to determine: I am ſure they, are not d 
for there is no Country in the World where the Libertiesand 
Properties of the Suhject are more facredly preſerved, nor 
are there any Subjects who pay leſs for the Eaſe and Security 
they enjoy, than the Subjects of this there 
are ome Men who ſeem to think they 
ror be at any Trouble, for preſerving to 
fings of Peace and Security, To pleaſe fuch 


ah 
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Men, or to pre- 
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vent their being diſſaticfied, is impoſſible; for Government 
muſt always be expenſive: Some Men muſt be employed 


III 


2 
(ce, that thoſe who ſpend their whole Time, or a great 
t of Partof their Time, in Government Affairs, as well as 

70 who venture their Lives for the Preſervation of others, ſhould 
a. : 

Is 

tho 

2 

er zlly wiſhing for publick 
cn Men are of fo odd a Temper, that 

Tack WY e=fied with the Security they enjoy, and a long uninterrupted 
y =e- meſs renders them compleatly mi 
1 can be 
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e Happineb ye hare ere and onſquony 


Changes. 1 
But, Sir, let the Cauſe of our Diſcontents be what it 


of any dangerous Conſequence to our Conſtitution. No, 


Kingdom, I am convinced a much ſmaller Number d 
Troops than what we have now on Foot, would be ſuffices 
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iſſatisfaction of all thoſe, who are fond of Novelties and 
rh 


will, they are ſo general, that if it were not for our Army; 
J am convinced our preſent Eſtabliſhment would "he 
in great Danger of being overturned ; I am convinced hi 
Majeſty could not live in Safety in St. James's Palace ; nay 
I doubt if our preſent Royal Family could remain 
Days. in the Kingdom: Therefore, as a Standing Army i 
at preſent abſolutely neceſſary for preſerving our happy 
Eſtabliſhment, for the Security of our Royal Family, and 
for defending his Majeſty's Perſon, no Gentleman, who has 
a true Regard for any of the three, can be againſt keeping 
up a Standing Army by Authority of Parliament, at leaf 
for this enſuing Year; and as I am convinced, that a leh 
Number of regular 'Troops than we have at preſent, will 
not be ſufficient for theſe great Ends, I muſt be againft.the 
Reduction propoſed, or any Reduction that can be propoſed 
at preſent. - * 
57 Sir, I am now againſt any Reduction that can be 
prdpoſed; for tho? I do not think we can now with Safety 
make the 1 of _ Ay, yet in a few Yean, 
haps next Seſſion, I may be of a. different Opinion. 
ſhall — think that we ought never to keep a 
Number of Troops in Pay, than is abſolutely ſor 
preſerving the Peace and ion nom of the People j but 
my Way of thinking in this Reſpe& does not proceed from 
any A Jam under, that an Army kept upin 
the ſame Method of our preſent Army is, can eber be 


Sir, it proceeds entirely from the Expence, which negeſſ- 
rily attends the keeping up of a Standing Army; whic 
Expence the People mult be loaded with; and I ſhall 

be for loading the People with any greater Expence, Gas] 
think abſolutely fary for their Preſervation. For the 
Reaſon, I hope we may ſoon have an nity, of 
giving the People a little Eaſe, by making a Reduction 1 
our Army; becauſe I am of the ſame Opinion with my 
honourable Friend near me: I believe the Dilſaffedhon, 
which I take to be the chief Cauſe of our preſent Diſcos 
tents, will diminiſh by Degrees, nay, I hope it WII in 
few Years totally evaniſh; and if there were no conſiderable 
Diſaffection, nor any great Number of Jacobites in tht 


for keeping in Awe thoſe Men, who are 2 
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Was obli ans, hould be prefered, without thee b 

pb _ to any Trouble or on that Account. 22 em: 
1% When the diſaffected 2 . 1 
ne ſhall with Pleaſure, Sir, give 3 —— for making a 
Reduction in our Army; but till to it; 
EA and I muſt ſay, I cab novel feppole th Party in- 


conſiderable, as long as I ſee the Diſeontented | 
without an apparent Cauſe. for ſuch a general Diſcontent, | 
from ſome notorious Oppreſſions or Malverſatiom in our Ad- 
miniſtration ; for unleſs ſome Cauſe be evident, I ſhall 
always believe that moſt of thoſe who appear diſcontented, 

are really diſaffected. As I muſt look upon ſuch a Diſcontent * - 
as incurable, I ſhall always be for treating thoſe that 
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nr under it in the fame Way with Incurables of another 

» will Set, that is, by putting it out of their Power to do Miſchief; 

ft the which can be done only by keeping up a ſufficient Number 

poſed of regular Troo ages 

2 But even ſuppoſe, Sir, that the Diſcontents of the 4 
an be People proceeded from 2 Oppreſſions or Malverſa- 

a tions in our Government: Surely, no Gentleman will fay 


our Army ought to be reduced before thoſe Diſcontents are 
removed 1n a proper and legal Way ; becauſe, by ſo doing, i 
you would encourage your People to take Vengeance 55 | 4 
thoſe that had injured them in a riotous and tumultuous _ 
Manner, which is a Method of doing Juſtice, that I am TR 
ſure ought not to be encouraged in any well regulated | 
In ſuch a Caſe, the only prudent Method we could take, is 
that which is preſcribed to us by our happy Conſtitution, I 
mean that of a IST, Enquiry ; ; and after you have 
ſatisied your People by b the Guilty to condign Pu- 
niſhment, in a legal and Parli Melo you might 
then with Safety — make a Reduftion of of your Army. 
Thus, Sir, if there are ſuch Diſcontents in the Nation, 
2s the Gentlemen of the other Side of the n ſeem to 
322 2 let thoſe . from what 
ule you will, the preſent muſt appear to 3 
Seaſon for making any Reduction of your Army; and as to 
the Charge of keeping up about 6000 Men for one Year 
„which is all the Differente between us, tho I ſhall 
paring. rge the Nation ought not to be unneceſſari- 
— with, yet it is not ſo great, as to make any con- 
1 — 
nor can it prevent our to pay 3 
for the Differegct a to Expeact, e 
F796 
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Locd Polwarth, 


EOS u. -18,000 Men,and maintaining 
| looked on as a Sum moſt wiſely and frugally expended, be 
rection or Invaſion, which might probably be the Cong, 
quence of any preſent Reduction of our Army. 


tion any our People, ſuppoſe we were in . 8 


precarious State of the Peace now ſubſiſting — 


tions, very much depends upon the Opinion Foreigners — * 


M.ilitia were it in a much better Condition than it is ina 


about Standing Armies, ſo. much miſtaken as they ſees th "3 
be by ſome Gentlemen who have ſpoke in this ; fr 


Army, it will appear that our Anceſtors thought there u 
$ *Since Earl of Marchmont, 4 Scotiſo Peer, | * 
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12,060 for onb Ve nh 
not exceed 216,000 J which can make no very 
Figure in the publick Accounts of this Nation, and muſt 


cauſe the Nation is thereby inſured a the vaſt 
as well as Danger, the Naion would be put to, by an Lu 


But ſu „Sir, there were no Diſcontents or Dilalfee 


any Inſurrection or Invaſion; yet 
d 5. preſent Staic of our foreign Affairs, conſider 


and us, and the many Gram of Qutrel-th we Ie 
— logs Reduftion of our regular Thien 
at preſent, to any ion of our 

for the Regard a Nation meets with in all foreign Negats 


her Power; and that Opinion now depends chiefly upon tie 
Number of regular Troops fhe has in her Pay. None d 
our Neighbours put any Truſt in their own Militia, a 
therefore it cannot be ſupoſed they have any Regard for om 
or that they would ſhew us any Reſpect on Account of on 


ent, or were it in as good a Condition as any Militiau 
put in. For this Reaſon,to the End that this Nation may har 
2 gu N —— 14 
upa y of regular Troops at re 
6 Redreß from Spain,m 
ought not to reduce any Part „ for that Redreh 
22 Negotiation or by Force of Aras: 
If we propoſe to obtain it by 8 a Reduction d 
our Army would diminiſh the eight of any Negotatia 
we can on for that z and if we propoſe, 
ſhould be obliged, to make Uſe of Force. for obtaining i 
we muſt rather add to than diminiſh our Army. From 4 
which I muſt conclude, that at preſent it would be highly 
imprudent in us to make any Reduction, eſpecially at 
5 propoſed. 
The Right Hoo. Lord *Polyarth {poke to this ES, ak 
> + 
c I am ſorry to find the Opinions of our ig Anceſie 


with Reſpect to the Effects or Conſequences of a Stand 


SY 
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he Authority of a Parliament, and a Peg Army, or a 
Land Force, as the Courtiers affected to it, kept up 
:omYear toYear by the Authority of Parliament. I ſhall grant, 
it before the Revolution all our Diſputes aboyt Standing 
Armies, related to ſuch as were kept up by the ſole Autho- 
ity of the King, and without Conſent of Parliament; For 
before that 2 ob. ſa 1 that a ee 
vould ever give their Conſent to ing up of a Standing 
Army within the Kingdom in Time of Peace This was the true 
Reaſon for their agreeing to the inſerting thoſeWords, © unleſs 


Rights and Liberties. By theſe Words they thought they 
zuld not in the leaſt derogate from our Security, I 
he keeping up a ſtanding Army in Time of Peace ; becauſe 
hey could not ſuppoſe that a free Parliament would ever 
onſent to any ſuch Thing: But if they had forſeen or ima» 
ined, that ſome future Parliament might be prevailed on to 
pive their Conſent to the keeping up of a ſtanding Army in 
Time of Peace, that Article in the Declaration of our 
Rights and Liberties, would certainly have been drawn up 
n ſuch Terms as not to admit of any ſuch Exception. 
They would not have ſaid, that the raiſing or keeping up 
Standing Army within the Kingdom, in Time of Peace, 
s 2gaint Law; becauſe the Expreſſion would have been 
mproper, and ſuch as could not have been made Uſe of by 
my Man who underſtood our Language; but they might, 
d would have faid, that the raifing or keeping up a Stand- 
ng Army within the Kingdom, in Time of Peace, is in- 
onſiſtent with our Conſtitution ; for tho* a Law agreed to 
by King, Lords, and Commons, cannot be faid to be a- 
painſt Law, yet it may be, and may properly be faid to be, 
nconſiſtent with our Conſtitution. If in fome future am- 
ditious Reign, and during the Courſe of a corrupt and de- 
dendent Parliament, our King, Lords, and Commons, 
hould agree to a Law for veſting an abſolute Power in the 
Ing, ſuch a Law could not be ſaid to be againſt a Law; 
but ſurely ſuch a Law might properly be ſaid to be incon- 
ſtent with our Conſtitutzon. 5 
* I ſhall not ſay, Sir, that the paſſing of, a Law for pro- 
riding our King with ſuch a Standing Army, as may be 
uficient for enabling him to aſſume an arbitrary Power 
yhenever he pleaſes, is a Law of this Nature ; becauſe I 
not of Opinion with Mr. Hobbes, that Power gives 
Right; but I muſt be of Opinion, that he who gives ano- 
Man Power to take his Right from him, may in ſome 
neaſure be ſaid to give up his Right; for Right is ſeldom 
df any Signification 
.. 


, Difference, between a Standing Army kept up without Anno 11 Geo. I, 


t be with Conſent of Parliament,” in the Declaration of our 


inſt a Power that cannot be reſiſted ; 
gn 8; K and 
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Anno 18 Geo. u. and a ſtanding Army kept up from Year to Year, by Authe: 
— rity of Parliament, 1 15 certainly as irrefiſtible, and conſe. 
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quently as inconſiſient with the Preſervation of our Right 
and Liberties, as a ſtanding Army kept up from Year w 
Year without any ſuch Authority. The Diſtinction be. 
tween theſe two Sorts of ſtanding Armies, is a Diſtinctia ane 
which could not be made, nor ever was made, in this King. II 
dom, till the Year 1697 : Then, indeed, the Courtien, me 
who were for obtaining the Content of Parliament to the sor 
keeping up of a ſtanding Army in Time of Peace, found 
out this Diſtinction; for I muſt obſerve, that in all 
Courtiers ſeem to have been pretty quick at finding 
tinction without a Difference; but when I fry. * te 
Tranſactions of that Year, I am extremely ſurprixed to 
hear any Gentleman «farm, that no Whig ever ſaid,” that it its 
was inconſiſtent with, or that it would be dangerous to, our gie 
Conſtitution, to keep a few regular Troops in Pay for oz but 
Year, in Caſe the Parliament ſhould give their Conſent, Win | 
Was not this the very Queſtion then in Diſpute ? And me. 
not all the true Whigs range themſelves upon the affirms 
tive Side of the Queſtion ? Did not they all, both in _ me: 
Speeches and Writings, affirm, that the keep keeping up 
ſtanding Army from Year to Year, whether or 4 
out the Conſent of Parliament, would be of the moſt du 
y_ Conſequence to our Conſtitution ? They did not then ſtan 
y that the Parliament ought not to conſent to the keepuy Vh 
up 2 ſtanding Army in Time of Peace, becauſe we were 
then under no Neceſſity for fo doing; but they faid we never ¶ pe 
could be under any ſuch Neceſſity; becauſe the Danger n 


ſubjected ourielves to, by keeping up a ſtanding Army a 


Time of Peace, was greater, and more to be dreaded, that 

any other Danger we could ever be expoſed to. e . 
This, Sir, will appear from the whole Tenot 2 com 

Spirit of the Pamphlets that were wrote by the ſtaunch N Ger 

upon that Occaſion; particularly from the two A Will 

againſt a ſtanding Army, publiſhed in the Year 1699, pp 


ſail to have been wrote by a Gentleman, whom all te" | 
World muſt allow to have * a true Whig, and an hour he] 
Man; I mean the late Mr. Trenchard, who in one of thex n 
Pamphlets expreſly ſays, that an authorized ſtanding AI 
(meaning an Army kept up by Authority of Parham N 
is worſe than a foreign Invafion, and Conqueſt from _ nero 
This, Sir, he not only gives as his own 

gives very ſubſtantial Reaſons for ſupporting 
That honeſt Gentleman was in the fame Cal ain _ 
Gentlemen now in this Houſe : He could not diftinguilh, #8” © 
leaſt he could find but very little Difference. between a iz 
ing Army kept up by Authority of Parliament, and 


(67). 


Anno 11 Ges. IL, | 
— OA : 


tho aanding Army kept up without any ſuch Authority ; for he 
ſe. ys, the Army kept up by the late K. James were Aids and 
n Ingruments of arbitrary Government, without any legal 
Ir Authority, and therefore might have been reſiſted and remo- 
| be- ed as a Nuſance, as ſoon as the Nation found itſelf able; 
Nice end an Army kept up by Authority of Parliament, he 
ing. likewiſe calls Aids and Inſtruments of arbitrary Govern- 
ten ment; but, ſays he, they are legal Inſtruments, and there- 


F 


ſore may enſlave us by Authority; nor can they be reſiſted, 
decauſe they can plead our own AR and Deed againſt us. 
> that in this Gentleman's Opinion, a ſtanding Army kept 
up by Authority of Parliament, is worſe than a 
Army kept up without any ſuch Authority; and therefore, 
if he were ſtill alive, we may ſuppoſe he would infiſt upon 
its being inconſiſtent with the Principles of a true Whig, to 
vive his Vote in Parliament for keeping up a ſtanding Army, 
but for one Year ; for he then foretold what we have fince 
in Part found by Experience to be true, that by the Parlia- 
ment's giving its Conſent for keeping up a ſtanding Army in 
ime of Peace, but for one Year, the Courtiers always 
nean a Conſent for keeping it up in Secula Seculorum. 
© Having thus, Sir, ſhewn the true Sentiments of the old 
Whigs, and by that Means juſtified their Memory againſt 
what I take to be an Aſperſion thrown upon their Under- 
ſtanding, I muſt now endeavour to vindicate the preſent 
Vhig Intereſt, by ſhewing the Impropriety of that Compli- 
ment, which the honourable Gentleman has been pleaſed to 
paſs upon the Tories. He has told us, that a ſtanding Army 
is neceſſary for preſerving the Whig Intereſt, and that if our 
umy ſhould be disbanded, or very much reduced, the Tory 
aterett would certainly prevail. God forbid, Sir, it ſhould 
de ſo! for if it were, I am ſure I ſhould very ſoon be- 
ome a Tory; but I differ ſo much from the honourable 
Gentleman, that I am convinced the Whig Intereſt never 
will be ſupported by an Army, nor can the Tory Intereſt be 
lapported by any other Means. This is my Opinion but as he 
end I probably differ extremely in what we call the Whig and 
Tory Intereſt, I muſt explain what I mean by them, and what 
Sort of Gentlemen ought, in my Opinion, to be called Whigs 
vr Tories. The Whig Intereſt I take to be that Party of Men in 
de Kingdom, y ho have a due Reſpect to the antient Powers and 
Ferogat:ves of the Crown, but think that they ought always 
o be made ſubſervient to the publick Good, and that they 
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n re bounded by the Rights and Liberties of the People: 
eren Intereſt, again, I take to be that Party of Men 
de kingdom, who have ſuch a Veneration for the Powers 
2 : Perogatives of the Crown, as to think, that the publick 
pd 7000 may ſometimes be made ſubſervient to them, and that 
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ey Can be bounded by nothing but the Pleaſure of the 
K 2 King 
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' —__ King and his Miniſters. In ſhort, the former is the 
© that ſets up for the Liberty of the Subject, witchqut in. 
| croaching upon any Power or P tive the Crown eanjuſtly 
claim; the latter is that which ſets up for giving ſuch x 
Looſe to the Powers and Perogatives of the Crown, as ts 

leave no Liberty to the Subject. dn 
Now, Sir, I do not call a Man a Whig or Tory frag 
his Behaviour twenty, a dozen, or half a dozen Years ag; 
I-give every Man the Denomination of Whig or Tory . 
cording to his preſent Behaviour. If a Man ſet out inthe 
firſt Part of bis Life with the Character of a Tory, and afted 
as ſuch for ſeveral Years, yet if he now appears in the 
Cauſe of Liberty, and oppoſes every Scheme that he thinks 
may tend towards the Eſtabliſhment of arbitrary Power, ] 
muſt call ſuch a Man a Whig, and while he behaves in the 
ſame Manner, I ſhall always ſuppoſe him to be in the Mug 
Intereſt. On the other hand, ſuppoſe a Man to have been 
twenty Years ſince, or but one Year ſince, one of the ml 
zealous Aſſertors of Liberty in the Kingdom, yet if I fal 
that he is now a ſanguine Supporter of Prerogative, and ua. 
dy to contrive or agree to any Scheme that may tend to in- 
creaſe the Power of the Crown, I muſt call ſach a Mn: 
Tory, and I mult call that Intereſt which he is ingaged in 
the Tory Intereſt. But I am apt to ſuſpect that my hanour- 
able Friend calls this the Whig Intereft, and if fo, I ſhl 
readily agree with him, that what he calls the Whig Interel, 
being that which I call the Tory Intereſt, cannot be ſupported 
without a Standing Army. This may be a prevailing A. 
ment with him for being againſt any Reduction, but it i u 
Argument that has a quite different Influence with me; for] 
think no Intereſt, nor any Partyof Men, ought to beſuppart 
ed, if a Standing Army becomes neceſſary for their Support. 1 
I come now, Sir, ta an Argument which I mentor 
with Regret. I am ſorry to hear it ſaid by any Gentlemat 
in this Houſe, that becauſe the People of this Nation are di 
contented, therefore they muſt be oppreſſed ; for whatever 
other Gentlemen may think, I take this to be the tae 
Meaning of the Argument, when they ſay, That becaule 
the People are diſcontented, therefore a numerous Standing 
Army muſt be kept up for keeping them in Obedience: To 
juſtify their making uſe of this Argument, we are told da 
the preſent Diſcontents among the People are chiefly 2 

to Diſaffection. If this were the Caſe, I muſt confels 

ſhould be under a very perplexing Dilemma between the Re- 
rd I have for the illuſtrious Family now upon tht 
Throne, and the Regard I have for the Liberties of nf 
Country; but, thank God! this is far from being the Caf; 
there is not the leaſt Pretence for ſaying ——— 
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owing to 


Diſaffection, becauſe in all An, Ges. Us; 
e lately had, : ; 
againſt the King, 


= 3 and if any of theſe 
or Riots had proceeded from Diſaffection, if the People had 
been ſpirited up by Jacobites, if they — — by 


in their Hearts any Sort of Rancour, Malice, or Diſaffection 6 
againſt the Royal Family, we cannot ſuppoſe them ſuch Po- 
liticians, or that they would have put fuch a Reftraint upon 
their private Sentiments, as not to ſhew the leaſt Sign of 
them upon ſuch Occaſions. 
This ſhews, Sir, how groundleſs it is to pretend that our 
preſent Royal Family could not remain three Days inEngland, - 
if it were not for our regular Troops, eſpecially that ſuch a 
numerous Standing Army as we have at preſent, is 
for defending his Majefty's Perſon from Inſults or 5 
No, Sir, whatever may be the, Caſe of ſome of thoſe who are 
near St. James's Palace, I am ſure his Majefty and all the reſt 
of the Royal Family might remain at St. James'sPalace,or any 
other Part of the Kingdom, in the Safety, tho' neither 
of them had any ſuch Thing as that now called a Soldier to 
attend them. Of this now we have a ing Proof every 
Day before our Eyes. His Royal Hi Prince of 
Wales has at preſent no Guards to attend him: He paſſes 
erery Day to and fro in the Streets of London, and travels 
erery where about London, without ſo much as one Soldier 
to guard him: Nay he has not ſo much as one Centry upon 
his Houſe in St. James's Square; and yet his Royal Highneſs 
lives, I believe, in as great Security at his Houſe in St. James's. 
Square, without one Centry to guard him, as his Majeſty can be 
ſuppos d to do inSt. James'sPalace with all the Guards about him. 
* Lytelton ſpoke next in Subſtance thus: 

ir, | 
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ever 

upon this Queſtion, I find the three chief Arguments made 
ile of againſt the Reduction propoſed are, the Fears we are 
nding under from the Pretender, the Diſcontents that are 
os People, and the Care we ought to take of preſerving that 
uc eight and Influence, which this Nation ought to have in 


all foreign Negotiations. Theſe, Sir, are the Reaſons, 
and theſe only are given as the Reaſons, for keeping up the 


1 


ere Number of mercenary Troops but for this inſuing 
ear, which I muſt think is a little ſurpriſing; for if there 
— be any Weight in any of theſe Reaſons, I think it may be : 


eaſily ſhewn, that they will always be as as they aze at 
preſent ; and — — — for 


keeping 


y 
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one Year longer, it muſt be an Argument for keeping up the 
ſame Number for ever. Nay, I believe every ond SR 


rally diſaffected: The Soldiers, atleaſt, of ſuch an Army, 


| thoſe who are ſo fond of Changes, as to risk their own De- 
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will gather new Weight every ſucceeding Vear, and 
however imaginary they may be at preſent, I am afraid 
they will at laſt become real, and may become 

Reaſons, not only for keeping up the ſame Number 0! ws 
at preſent, but for keeping up a much greater Number: Ian 
even convinced they will at wo —_ - Reaſons for in- 
troducing and keeping up a la y of foreign mercenary 
Troops She if our People ſhould become generally difaffed- 
ed, as well as diſcontented, our Government could not re- 
ly upon an Army raiſed and recruited from a People 


would be apt to embrace the firſt Opportunity for following 
their natural Inclinations. | 


As to the Diſcontents that are ſaid to be at preſent { 
general among our People, I muſt with Sorrow confeſs that [ 
think they are but too general; but I think their Cauſes are far 
from being ſuch as have been aſſigned. An hon, Gentleman has 
indeed given us a very ingenious Deſcription of what he takes u 
be the Cauſes of our preſent Diſcontents ; but theſe Cauſes, Sir, 
are ſuch as muſt for ever ſubſiſt, and muſt for ever produce 
the ſame Effects; ſo that if there are no Diſcontents in the 
Nation, but what proceed from one or other of theſe Cauſes, 
we can never expect to ſee an End or a Diminution of our 
Diſcontents, and conſequently we can never expect to fee an 
End or a Diminution of our ſtanding Army. The firſt two, 
I mean the Diſcontents of thoſe, who are ſo unreaſonable as 
to expect Safety and Security, without their being at any 
Trouble or Expence for that e, and the Diſcontents of 


ſtruction rather than not to have one, muſt both be perpetual; 
for if there are any ſuch Men in the Ki as either « 
theſe, there is no Reaſon to expect they will ever be ſewer: 
Nay, as theſe Cauſes are ſuch as proceed from the Nature « 
Mankind, they are ſuch as muſt not only for ever ſubſiſt, bat 
muſt in every Nation ſubſiſt; and conſequently, the Di- 
contents proceeding from theſe, muſt be a Reaſon for keeping 
a numerous ſtanding Army on Foot, not only at all Times 
but in all Nations. From hence I may ſay, that ſome d 
our Neighbours, as well as we, are much obliged to the ho- 
nourable Gentleman, for furniſhing them with a Pretence for 
keeping up great Armies, which I am perſuaded none a 
them ever thought of before. But every Man who know 
any Thing of the Nature of Mankind, muſt be convinced 
that there cannot be in this Nation, nor in any other, 8 
great Number of ſuch Men ; and therefore no Government 

__ 
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uch Men in Obedience. 
Another Cauſe, Sir, which the honourable Gentleman 
has been pleaſed to aſſign for our Diſcontents, is likewiſe a 
uſe which muſt for ever, and every where, ſubſiſt, becauſe 
it depends upon the Nature of Mankind; and it muſt in every 
free Country produce the ſame Effects it does in this. In 
very free Country the People have a Right to make their 
wn Laws, and to enquire into the Adminiſtration of their 
publick Affairs; therefore they have a Right to know what 
may be ſaid for or againſt either. In ſuch Countries, the 
molt wiſe and juſt Adminiſtration, the moſt prudent and ne- 
eſſiry Laws or publick Meaſures, may be traduced and miſ- 
repreſented by ſome Men, for ſelfiſh Ends ; but in every ſuch 
Diſpute, the Government has, from the very Nature of all 
drernments, a great Advantage: Thoſe who ſpeak or 
vrite againſt the Meaſures of the Government, even ſup- 
poſing thoſe Meaſures to be oppreſſive and unjuſt, or abſurd 
and ridiculous, are always under a great Reſtraint ; they are 
always in Danger of exceeding thoſe thatare preſcribed 
by the Laws of their Country, and have often ſuffered ſevere- 
ly on that Account: On the other Hand, thoſe who ſpeak 
or write in ſupport of ſuch Meaſures, are never under any 
ſuch Reſtraint, and are always richly rewarded; which is 
an Encouragement their Antagoniſts can ſeldom expect, 
and much ſeldomer meet with. = — — — im- 
poſſible to ſuppoſe, that by any Sort nquiry, by any 
Sort of Writing or Speaking, any general Diſcontent can be 
raiſed againſt a juſt and wiſe Adminiſtration: On the con- 
rary, the more their Meaſures are canvaſſed, the more ge- 
reral Satisfaction they muſt give; for Truth always appears 
brighter, the more it is expoſed to the Light. 
The next Cauſe of Diſcontent, which the honourable 
Gentleman has been pleaſed to call — Diſaffection, 
d, tis true, ſomething peculiar to this Nation; but this 
Cauſe muſt likewiſe for ever ſubſiſt, becauſe, I believe, we 
ſhall always have a Popiſh Pretender without, and ſome few 
Papiſts within the Kingdom: Nay, I know not but that we 
may always have ſome Proteſtants poſſeſſed with the Notions 
of paſſive Obedience and Non-refiſtance, however ridiculous 
hey may appear to thoſe who can reaſon coolly upon the Sub- 
ect; but I am ſure the Number of this Sort of P 
ps not confiderable at preſent, nor is the Number of Papiſts ſo 
onſiderable as to afford any Colour for ſaying, that down- 
Tight 2 is one of the principal Cauſes of —— _ 
contents, which are at preſent ſo general among our People. 
* Thus, Sir, I have ſhewn, I think, that all the Cauſes of 
Diſcontent, that have been aſbgned by thoſe who argue in fa- 
our of a ſtanding Army, are ſuch as muſt for ever —— 
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ar ſand in need of a numerous mercenary Army,for keeping Anno Ir Geo. It 
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Anne 21, Geo. N. ſuch as muſt always have the ſame Effect they have at preſent 
o fo that if there are now no Diſcontents among us, but ſucks 

proceed from one or other of theſe Cauſes, our Diſcunte 
I bave faid, muſt always be as general as | 

un Cone Nao if Hoc 
ſon for ing u umber o room: 

. But Iam o OSinion,that moſt of our preſentDiſcontenti ju 

| ceed from very different Cauſes, and that the keeping up d 


ſuch a numerous ſtanding Army within the in 
Time of Peace, is one of the chief, tho not the only Cut, 
of moſt of our preſent Diſcontents. The honourable Gen 
tleman has told us, that none of our Diſcontents can be 
owing to Reaſon, becauſe there is no Country in the Won 
where the Liberties and P ies of the Subject are mom 
ſacredly preſerved, nor are there any Subjects who pay les 
for the Eaſe and Security they enjoy, than the Subjects d 
this Kingdom. This may, perhaps, be his Opinion; bat 
even he himſelf muſt acknowledge there are Multitudes d 
+ Men in the Kingdom, who think otherwiſe ; Men who ar 
neither Jacobites, nor fond 2822 nor ſuch as woull 
to pay their proportionable Share towards es 
— publick Expence. Can any Man think his Proc 
ſacredly preſerved, when he is obliged to pay heavy Ian 
for ſupporting a publick Expence, for which he think there 
is not the leaſt Occaſion? This is the Caſe of moſt Men i 
the Nation : I believe nine Parts in ten of our People think 
a ſtanding Army of 12,000 Men, more than we have O. 
cafion for in Time of Peace; therefore nine Parts in te 
of our People muſt think the keeping up of the ſupernum . Nn 
rary 6,000 a publick Expence for which there is not the 
leaſt Occafion, and conſequently, nine Parts in ten of on... 
People muſt think their Property is not ſo ſacredhy preſæ . b 
ved as it ought to be. Can any Man think either his Liber. 
ty or Property ſecure, who thinks that both depend upon uin to 
Moderation of a Court, and the Honour of a 8 
Army? This I think has been clearly ſhewn, in the 
of this Debate, to be our Caſe at preſent, and that it md 
always be our Caſe as long as we keep ſuch a numerous mer 
cenary Army within the Kingdom; and no Man who think 
fo, which is, I believe, the Caſe of moſt thinking Men # 
the Kingdom, can think either his Liberty or Property # 
ſecure as it ought-to be, | | 
The Liberties and Properties of the Subject may be af. 
cure and as ſacredly preſerved in this, as in any neighbour 
Country; but this, Sir, is not ſufficient. If our Neighbours # 
all Slaves,are we to be pleaſed with Deng lefs Slaves, or Hr k 
pier Slaves, than they ? No, Sir: Nothing can pleale 
People, nor ought they to be pleaſed with any gr 
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| Conſtitution; and this they never can, as long as we unne- 
15 farily keep up a numerous Standing Army in Time of 

f peace. It is not therefore a comparative, it is a real Secu- 
1 ity our People ẽxpect ; and every one mult be diſcontented, 

4 ho thinks he does not enjoy that Security. This, I fay, Sir, 
wa one of the chief Cauſes of our preſent Diſcontents; and as - 
a it has been admitted on all Sides, that Diſcontent may at laſt 
Ger, eviate into Diſaffection, thoſe who are really afraid of the Pre- 


ender, and have nothing elſe to fear, ought, and certainly will, 


. be for removing this Cauſe of Diſcontent as ſoon as poſlible. 

© Tt may, as I have faid, Sir, be true, that in this Coun- 
wry: ry the Liberties and Properties of the Subject are as ſacredly 
emed as in any other; but I am ſurpriſed to hear it aid, 


hat there are no Subjects who pay leſs for the Eaſe and Se- 
urity they enjoy, than the Subjects of this Kingdom; for I 
ill venture to affirm, and, if it were neceſſary, I could 
rom Calculation and Compariſon make it appear, that the 
axes paid by the People of this Kingdom yearly, amount 
o agreater Sum, in rtion to their Numbers, than is 
aid yearly by any People, I believe, under the Sun; there- 
ore, if there be any publick Expence incurred, that is not 
bſolutely neceſſary, or if any Man has of late Years with 
mpunity involved the Nation in Expences, which were 
dot neceſſary, whoever thinks ſo, muſt have Reaſop to be 
liſcontented, without imputing his Diſcontent to any of the 
2uſes the hon, Gentleman has been / pleaſed to aſſign; and I 
m afraid there are but too many who think ſo ; but whether 
hey have juſt Ground to think ſo, I ſhall not take upon me to 
etermine. If they have not, ſurely ſome proper Methods may 
de found, to perſwade them they are in the wrong; for to 
retend, to convince them by a Standing Army, I muſt look 
dn to be the ſame with that Method of Arguing, which Popiſh 
nquiſitions make uſe of for the Converſion of Hereticks and 
nfidels; or, as a facetious Author of our own has expreſſed it, 


Such as do build their Faith upon 
The holy Text of Pike and Gun.“ 


* I come now, Sir, to the third Reaſon that has been 
ſiſted on for our keepi up the ſame Number of regular 
roops, which is, That it is neceſſary for preſerving the 
eight and Influence this Nation ought to have in aſl fo- 
ign Negotiations, This likewiſe is brought as a 
or keeping up the ſame Number of Forces, only for this 
Uung Year ; but does not every one fee, that this muſt be 
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Anzo u. Geo. H. as ſtrong a Reaſon with next Seſſion, and with 
2 11 Seffon of Parliament, as it can be wi 

the Weight and Influence we now have in foreign Nea 

tions depend upon the Number of mercenary Te 

keep in our Pay, what Reaſon can be aſſigned for 


reign Negotiations of all Kinds, and in all Countries, on 
depend upon the Wiſdom of our Councils, and the Uu ert 
and Confidence that ſubſiſts between our King and 
Our Neighbours are fully ſenſible of the Power of this 
tion, and will always have a due ho = for that Power, 
when they think it is united, and prudently directed. Thy 
we may be convinced of from every Part of our Hiſton, 
; and this is one of the ſtrongeſt Arguments with me for 9 
I | ducing our Army ; for by keeping 

Army in Time of Peace, we always convince Fou 
ers, that there are Diſcords and Animoſities between on 
King and People, or that there is great Folly in our Councik; 
becauſe, if there are no Diſcords or Animoſities betweew ot 
King and Peo ple, conſidering the Situation of our Contr, an 
and the Superiority of our F we can have no Octaia 
for keeping up a numerous Land Army in Time of: Ne 

therefore no wiſe Adminiſtration will put their People ve. 
fuch an unneceſſary Expence ; and no Foreigner will lug 
any great Regard for our Power, if it were much great ou!: 
than it is, as long as they are convinced, that our "Power 4888 hou 
diſunited, or that it is under the Direction of weak and ni 
culous Councils, rom 
© This, Sir, I am afraid is an Effect which we fe! 1 
” preſent. We have for ſo many Years kept up a nuten 
Standing Army in Time of Peace, that Foreigners, I an ius 
fraid, begin to think the Power of this Nation is diſunited; ent 
not prudently directed; and therefore have not ſhewed u 
much Regard, in ſome late Negotiations, as they ought ett 
have done. I am convinced they will find themſelves = ng t 
taken, if they ſhould at laſt by their Conduct oblige © onte 


make uſe of our Power, in order to convince them uf eq. 
Error; for this is one of thoſe few Errors which can bet itte 
moved only by Force of Arms; but a numerous Land A ir 


* 


"Jars | 
un never be the moſt proper Sort of Force for this Nation to Aue 11. Geo, U. 


; uſe of, even for fuch a Purpoſe; and much leſs can it (XA 


— 


. proper or neceſſary for us t6 provide any ſuch Army, till 
* « have Occaſion for them. Our Neighbours all know we 
nt... have ſuch Armies whenever we have a Mind, becauſe we 
Gre Bc Money to pay for them; and if we cannot march them 
Thy Land, they know we have an irreſiſtible Fleet, which 0 
tua n convey them where - ever we pleaſe to direct our Ven- 
nary reance. , 

| ever With reſpe& to Spain, Sir, I am ſorry to ſay it muſt 
ine confefſed, that we have negotiated in vain, and they have 
= WS lundered with Succeſs for too many Years; but what can 
us be owing to? Can it be thought they are ignorant of the 
over of Great Britain, or that would dare to ſtir it up 
ion un WW Vengeance, if they thought it were united, and wiſely 


ondutted : No, Sir, this is not to be preſumed : They are 
ertainly of Opinion, that there are Diſcords and Animoſities 
bliſting between his Majeſty and his People; and this Miſ- 
ke of theirs can be owing to nothing but to our — 
p in this Iſland, for ſo many Years, ſuch a numerous - 


mak 
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Tis Army; therefore, if we expect to obtain Redreſs from them 
ton Wy Negotiation, the moſt probable Way of ſucceeding would 
re, to make an immediate Reduction of our Army. But ſup- 
nding dole we can expect no ſuch Thing ; ſuppoſe we are now 
nah convinced, that the only Way of obtaining Reparation 
a on nut be by Force of Arms, what Reaſon can we have for 


. 


eeping up a numerous Land Army for that Purpoſe? No 
lan will pretend, that in Caſe of a War with Spain, we 
an or ought to invade that Kingdom with ſuch a Land Force, 
may be ſuperior to any Army they can ſend againſt it: All 
ve have Occaſion for, is to ſend a ſuperior Fleet, with ſome 
ind Forces on board, to infeſt their Coaſts, till we have 
rought them to reaſonable Terms ; and for this Purpoſe we 
ould ſpare Troops enough from Britain and Ireland, even 
hough the preſent Reduction ſhould be agreed to; or if we 
ould not ſpare enough of our own, what ſhould hinder us 
rom hiring as many from. ſome of our Neighbours, as we 
n have Gccafion for upon any ſuch Occaſion ? 
For this Reaſon, Sir, I little expected that the preſent 
dituation we are in with reſpect to Spain, ſhould have been 
entioned as a Reaſon for Land Forces; but I am ſurpriſed 
hey ſhould mention it for this Purpoſe, after they had for- 
got to make the leaſt mention of it, when they were rack- 
ng their Invention to find Reaſons for the ral Diſ- 
ontent that reigns at preſent among our People; for can it 
de queſtioned but that the Depredations and Barbarities com- 
itted by the Spaniards with Impunity, for ſo many Years, 
gunk our Merchants and * occaſion great Diſcon- 
p 2 tents 


Ano 11 Geo. Il. tents and great Heart-butnings 
WW Man who has been plundered, inſulted, or eruelly alel . 
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the Spaniards; and who has complained in yain to thoſe wh 
are in Duty bound to give Ear to his Complaints, muſt 
diffatisfied ; and all thoſe who have heard their mela 
Tale, muſt be diffatisfied, if they have any Regard for the 
Honour, the Trade, or the Happineſs of their native Com 
try, which muſt all be greatly affected by ſuffering ſuck h 
dignities to paſs unpuniſhed. I hope we have always bee, 
TH — we ſtill are, in a Condition to take proper Vengeance 

whenever we find that no Sort of peaceable Meaſures a 
procure us Reparation or Security; but if we are. not, I i 
ſpect there muſt be ſome Fault in our late Conduct; andi 
there is, it ought to be inquired into in a proper Way, u 
Puniſhed in a ſevere Manner: It would give ſome Satnhe 
tion to the Sufferers and to the People, to ſee Juſtice d 
upon thoſe (if there be any fuch) who, by their ill Ca 
duct, have brought the Nation into ſuch a forlorn and hel- 
leſs Condition. 

This, Sir, leads me naturally to confider a Suppoſitia 
that has been made, and an Argument for a numerous Standay 
Army that has been drawn from it, by an honourable Ge 
tleman in this Debate, with both of which I am not a lia 
ſurprized. It has been ſuppoſed, that the Diſcontents e 
our People proceed from notorious Oppreſſions or Malverk, 
tions in our Adminiſtration, and from thence it has been 1 
gued, that our Army ought not to be reduced till the Av 
thors of ſuch Oppreſſions and Malverſations have been trad 
and puniſhed in a proper and legal Method. With reſpetty 
any of our preſent Diſcontents, or our preſent Adminiſtration 
J am ſure no ſuch Suppoſition can be made; but allow ns, 
Sir, to make ſuch a Suppoſition with reſpe& to ſome futur 
Adminiſtration. Suppoſe then, — in ſome future Ape, a 
Adminiſtration, or a Set of Miniſters, or, if you , on 
prime and ſole Miniſter, ſhould for ſeveral Years, under ti 
Shadow and Protection of a Standing Army, carry on opp 
five and ridiculous Meaſures; would not theſe Minitten 
or that Miniſter, during that whole Time, endeavour to e 
the Army entirely under the Command of his Creaturesa 
Dependants? And would not he, at the ſame Time, ende 
vour to bring as many of thoſe Creatures and 
into Parliament as poſſible ? By this latter Method he migi 
perhaps, be able to prevent any Enquiry or Proſecution ae 
ing brought into Parliament againſt him; and in caſe, | 
the Virtue, or the Reſentment of the People, he ſhould i 
in this Method of protecting himſelf, he might then pro 
bly, by Means of the former Method, be able to treat ie 
Parliament as Oliver Cromwell treated the Parliament 1 1 
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would be ſuch a Fool as to move for any Sort of Proſecution 
in Parliament againſt a Miniſter, who, he knew, had a 


any Rate: Or what Parliament would be ſuch Fools as to 
in a Proſecution againſt a Miniſter, that had an Army 
at his Beck ſufficient m_—_ | 

In every ſuch Caſe, Sir, a Reduction of the Army muſt 
be the firſt Step, that could poſſibly with any Prudence be 
taken ; for if the Friends of the People ſhould find themſelves 
diſappointed in that Step, it would be ridiculous, it would 
be Madneſs in them, to expect Succeſs in 4 legal Method 
they could take, for bringing the Authors of ſuch Oppreſſions 
or Malverſations to Juſtice. | 8 . 

« But if they ſhould ſucceed in this, they might from thence 
conceive ſome Hopes; and the People would look upon it as 
a preparatory Step for relieving them from all their Grie- 
vances : They would 3 to put a Truſt and Confi- 
dence in their Parliament, would wait with Patience for 
that Relief, which they ſaw their Parliament was about to 
give them; for there is no Example in our Hiſtories, of our 
People's ever endeavouring to take Vengeance, or to do them- 
ſelves Juſtice, in a riotous and tumultuous Manner, as long 
as they have any Hopes of obtaining it in a or Parlia- 
mentary Method. Therefore, if ever this Nation ſhould 
happen to fall into ſuch unfortunate Circumſtances, as have 
been ſuppoſed, a Reduction of the Army would be the moſt 
proper Method the Parliament could take, for preventing 
Mobs, Tumults, or Inſurrections among the People; and it 
would be the only Method, by which the Parliament, or at 


ceſs in their generous Deſign of relieving their Country. 
Thus, 8155 I think I — an t none of * Ar- 
guments made uſe of fòr our keeping up the ſame Number 
of Forces for this enſuing Year, are ſuch as can be of any 
Weight, and that if they were now of any Weight, they 
are ſuch as not only muſt have always the ſame Weight, but 


with Mr. Trenchard, who has been y mentioned in 
this Debate, I muſt conclude, that thoſe who make uſe of 
ſuch Arguments, for keeping up ſuch an Army for one Year 
only, are really in their Hearts for keeping up ſuch an Ar- 
my in Secula Seculorum; and to make us ſwallow this bit- 
ter Pill the more glibly, we are told, why would you make 
a Reduction in your Army? The few additional Troo 

you propoſe to reduce, coſt the Nation but a mere Tri 

yearly : You will fave but 216,0001. a Year by the Reduc- 


uon propoſed 3 which can make 2 Een 


Time. Now, I would be glad to know, what Gentleman 


Majority in that very Parliament, that would juſtify him at - 


leaſt the People's Friends in Parliament, could hope for Suc- 
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muſt every Vear acquire an additional Weight: Therefore, 


-) 


(ny | 

| Amp Gt the publick Accounts of this Nation. 8 Figure ſuch x 
-þ N aving may make in that Gentleman's Eyes, I do not kwey 
rn bats Saving of 216,0001. will, I ad nb 

very conſiderable Figure in the Eyes of every Gentlemen 

who is not accuſtomed to deal in Millions. Even this Saving 


alone for twenty. Years paſt, would have paid off above Hot 
Millions of publick Debt; for an Annuity of 216,00 oa 
Four per Cent. compound Intereſt, amounts in twenty Yean 
fo near 6,500,0001. and notwithſtanding the great Debt we | 
owe, I muſt think that a Payment of 6,500,000 l. Ve 
make no inconſiderable Figure, when compared with the no 
Sum Total of our publick Debts. But this is not all; po 
| if we had reduced our Army twenty Years fince to i], W's: 
thouſand Men, we might long before now have reduce of. 
them to a much leſs Number ; for the Nature of a Standing put 
Army is fuch, that the more you reduce it, the mom lin, 
may, and the more you increaſe it, the greater Reaſon the 
you always have to increaſe it. | . a Þ 
g | Every one knows, Sir, how our Parliamentary Armis WW wh 
1 8 have increaſed, ſince the Year 1697, which was the firf to 
Time ſuch a Thing was introduced by Conſent of Pure ber 
ment. It was then aſked but for one Year, but the Nation tar 
* has never ſince been able to get rid of it, and it has valth WW Th 
) increaſed ſince that Time. Fe doubt much if it js yet come Wi the 
; to its full Growth; for I do not know but that twenty _ 
Years hence, or under ſome future Adminiftration, I may WW ins 
ſee a Standing Army of thirty thouſand thought as neceſſary, i 
and agreed to by Parliament as unanimouſly, as an Co 
of eighteen thouſand is now. Even this very Year, ped 
no Addition has been made to our Troops here in Britain, ing 
yet an Addition of one Regiment is, I hear, to be made, Di 
hes already been made, to our Troops in the Pla fon 
I do not ſay, Sir, but that it was neceſſary to ſend ſome av 
ditional Troops to that Country. I wifh moſt of the bor 
Troops we now have in Great Britain were always ker l 
there. In that Country they might ſometimes be uſeful, ad ll tha 
could never be dangerous to their native Country; and the n 
honourable Gentleman, who is to have the Command of tle kill 
Troops to be ſent thither, will, I am ſure, make the b 1 
Uſe of them upon any Occaſion that ſhall offer; but I clit Wl Th 
there was no Neceſſity for raiſing a new Regiment for d Cz 
Purpoſe ; I think one of the Regiments we have at home this 
might have been ſent thither ; I ach fare we could hav Wy tay 
ſpared half a Dozen. This new Regiment is a new on 
tion to the annual Charge of the Nation, I reckon, of ber Re: 
10, ooo l. if not more, as will appear by comparing the Vi Wy for 
mate of the Charge of his Majeſty's Forces in the Plants » 


tions, Minorca, and Gibraltar, for this next enfuing —_ 
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10,00 l. And conſidering the great Debt we owe, and 
many heavy Taxes our People are obliged to pay, I think 
nothing but the maſt abſolute Neceſſit/ ſhould induce us to 
load the Nation with the moſt trifling Addition to its preſent 


Purpoſe. I do not know 
ling, but when I ſee Gentlemen of the Army turned out of 
their Commiſſions, or threatened to be turned out, without 
a Pretence of their having been guilty of any military Crime ; 
when I ſee others advanced and preferred out of their Turn, 
to the Prejudice of thoſe whoſe Turn it was to have that Pre- 
ferment, without ſo much as a Pretence of any ſuperior mili- 
tary Virtne in the former; I fay, Sir, when I fee ſach 
Things done, and frequently done, I muſt call it garbling 
the Army; for when a Man is puniſhed for a Vice, or re- 
warded for a Virtue, which he that is the Cauſe of inflict- 
ing the Puniſhment, or beſtowing the Reward, dares not, or 
is aſhamed to own, I ſhall always ſuſpe& that the natural 
Courſe of Things is inverted, that the Vicious only can ex- 
pet to be rewarded, and that the Virtuous are ſure of be- 
ing diſcouraged, if not puniſhed, as ſoon as their virtuous 
Diſpoſition begins to appear. Julius Cæſar had as great Rea- 
fon as any Man can ever have, to difcourage Virtue and re- 
ward the Vicious: Julius Cæſar did ſometimes threaten Men 
for doing their Duty; but Julins Cæſar was always extreme- 
ly ſhy of putting ſuch Threats in Execution. We are told, 
that when he went to ſeize upon the ſacred Treaſure of Rome, 
and was oppoſed by Metellas, the Tribune, he threatened to 
kill Metellus, and at the ſame Time told him, Ifud nome 
Lit adoleſeentule, lmge mihi diffcilius dicere, quam facere. 
This was threatening a Man for doing his Duty, but Julius 
Czfar took care not to put that Threat in Execution. In 
this Age, and in this Country, we bave heard of Men's 
having been threatened for doing thetr Duty: We have not 
only heard of ſuch Threats being made, but we have ſome 
Reaſon to ſuſpet they have ſometimes been put in Execution; 


for when an Officer of the Army is turned out of his Com- 


miſion without any publick Accufation, whatever Accuſa - 
don may have been privately brought againſt him, we have 


Reaſon 
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. u. Neaſon to ſuppoſe the Accuſation falſe, and that the 4 
— Cauſe of ſuch an Accuſation's being brooght agaitift 05 
was, his having done his Duty, or his having refuſed to 0 
what he thought was inconſiſtent with his Honour, If ud 
Practices have been lately introduced, T muſt think th 
thoſe who have introduced them, have begun to garble th 
Army; and therefore, even according to the Opinion 
thoſe Gentlemen who have againſt this Queſtion, f 
is now high Time for the Parliament to think of reduci 
the Army; for if the firſt Seſſion of Parliament after fach 
| Practices have been introduced, ſhould paſs them over with 
out Notice, it may probably be put out of the next, ot an 
future Seſſion, to take the leaſt Notice of them, or to pre. 
vent the fatal Effects of them by a Reduction.“ 
The next that ſpoke was Sir Thomas Sanderſon, wbof 
Speech was to this Effect, viz. > AI 
Sir, | 
fir T. Sanderſon. © I ſeldom give this Houſe the Trouble of hearing what 
can ſay upon any Queſtion that happens to be before them; 
but ſometimes the Spirit moves, and then I muſt out wit 
it. However, tho' I am at preſent moved by a Sort 
- Spirit, yet I cannot pretend it is a Spirit of Prophecy: 
J cannot pretend to tell what will happen twenty Ten 
hence, or under any future Adminiſtration + ! have 
not ſo much Foreſight; nor have I ſo ſharp an Eye tom 
any future Adminiſtration, as ſome Gentlemen ſeem to hav 
who have ſpoke before me in this Debate. Whether ay 
future Adminiſtration will think a greater Number of reguli 
Troops neceſſary than we have at preſent, is what I ſhall 
> not pretend to determine; but this I may venture to forete, 
that no future Adminiſtration will think a leſs Number 1. 
 ceſſary ; and if I live to fee a new Adminiſtration, [my 
happen to ſee ſome of thoſe Gentlemen, who have this 
argued ſo — a 7 the preſent — 
arguing as uouſly for 7 a ter Numbe. 
5 E' Thoſe who call themſelves Whips, — indeed, tie 
only Perſons who can, with any Confidence, againk 4 
Standivg Army ; for if any noted Tory, or ful pected Jac 
bite, ſhould argue againſt our keeping up a few regen 
Troops by Authority of Parliament, it be eaſy to 
ſwer him. Every Man would compare him to the fat Mas 
who muttered and complained againſt the Crowd, which 
himſelf was the principal Cauſe of; but I wiſh thoſe Whp 
Who now argue againſt a Standing Army, would conkde 
what they have been, or what they may be, If the Joi 
. nals of this Houſe had been exactly taken, and religi 
5 preſerved, I do not know but it might have been found, thi 


lome of them are now making uſe of the Angumanty Wt 
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they themſelves have'formerly with great Strength of Rea» Amo n Geo. . 
ay for what they know, be | 
lying themſelves under very great Difficulties ; for they | 
may perhaps be now laying a Foundation for bringing their vs 


. 


— 


. $ 


haps find it hard to give a Reaſon for changing 
— any Change * Nature of Thi or in the Circum- 
ſtances of the Nation; and no Man will chuſe, I believe, 
to ſay, that he. is now for a ſtanding Army, becauſe he is a 
Miniſter, and was formerly againſt it becauſe he was not. 

But, Sir, of all thoſe who have this Day declared them - 
ſelves againſt a Standing Army, I am ſurprized at thoſe who 
are called by the Patriots, Placemen. I know they call us 
ſo by Way of Contempt; but whatever they think, I ſhall 
never be aſhamed of ſerving my Country, in any Poſt the 
Crown pleaſes to put me in, nor can I look upon it as a 
Diſcredit to have an Honour conferred upon me, by what e- 
ven the Patriots themſelves muſt allow to be the only Foun- 
tain of Honour in this Nation. I am convinced all Place- 
men are of my Opinion, and I am ſurprized to hear any 
Placemen arguing in favour of a Reduction of the Army; 
for we, who have Commiſſions in the Army, muſt be allowed 
to be Placemen as well as others ; and if the Spirit of redu- 
cing ſhould prevail, with Reſpe& to military Placemen, 
our civil Placemen would do well to look to themſelves, for 
many of our civil Poſts may be thought as dangerons and as 
uſeleſs as moſt of our military: Nay, I do not know but 6 
this Spirit may at laſt attack our eſtabliſhed Church, by re- 
ducing all the uſeleſs ecclefiaſtical Poſts in the Kingdom ; in 
which Caſe I do not know but it might with ſome Reaſon 
be ſaid, the Church is in Danger. It is commonly ſaid, 
that two of a Trade can never agree ;and yet we find it is na- 
tural for all thoſe of a Trade to unire together, and to form 
a Sort of Society for their mutual Support; I think we 
Placemen ought to do the ſame : Tho? we ſometimes fall out 
about which of us ſhall have the better Place; yet when the 
Places themſelves are attack*d, we. ought to unite together 
for ſupporting the Craft. | | 

* I have been long converſant among Soldiers, Sir, and a 
muſt ſay, I could never find they were leſs reaſonable | "4 
Creatures, or more fond of arbitrary Power, than other 
Men ; therefore, I muſt preſume, that they will always be 
as zealous for ſupporting our Conſtitution as any other Set of 
Men in the Kingdom ; and, I cannot think a Man's receiv- 
ing Pay as a Soldier,will make him leſs zealous than he would 
Ver erg 00 Feceine none. Therefore, I can never think 

ol, V. | | our 
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that the Pay a Soldier receives while the War continues, 


War, and that, after Peace is reſtored, they ſhould receive 
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Anno 11 Se n. our Conſtitution will be in Danger from a regular Army 
. of our ownSubjects; and thoſe who ſtand theBrunt while thei 


Country is in Danger, certainly deſerve fome Reward "after 
the Danger has been repelled, and Peace reſtored do their 
Country, by their Means; for I hope it will not be aid, 


to be looked on as a Reward for his Services; it i given 
only as a Subſiſtence; his Reward he muſt expect from the 
Gratitude of his Country, if he lives to ſee an End of 'the 
War. In Kingdoms or States that have but ſmall Tem. 
tories, their Wars ſeldom laft nor have their Armies 


far to march, ſo that they can eafily ſend out one Army, er 


one Body of Men, to relieve another; therefore, "they 
whole People march out by Turns, and every Man of the 
Society has his proportionable Share of the Fatigue and Dan- 
ger of the War; for this Reaſon, no Man can expect any 
extraordinary Reward, becauſe no Man performs amy ex- 
traordinary Service; but when the Dominions of a Ling. 
dom or State become extenſive, their Wars laſt long, and 
are at ſuch a Diftance, that one Army cannot be ſent out to 
relieve another; one Part of the Society, or one certain 
Body of Men, are therefore employed to carry on the War, 
while moſt of the reſt, even during the War, enjoy all the 
Bleſſings of Peace; for this Reaſon it is but juſt, that thoſe 
who are employed as Soldiers, ſhould be ſubſiſted during the 


ſome Reward, for the extraordinary Services they have per- 
formed. ow has always made, and always — 
Standing Armies neceſſary, in all States or Kingdoms, 
— are extenſive. Therefore, to turn all Soldien 
adrift, as ſoon as by their Valour they have reſtored Peace 
to their Country, would, in my Opinion, be unjuſt, and, I 
think, I may fay, the Height of Ingratitude. It would 
verify a little Epigram I have heard, which I ſhall noe e- 
peat, becauſe ſome Gentlemen might think it irreligioss; 
but the Purport of it is, That our Behaviour towards a Sol 
dier, is the ſame with that which is too often our Behaviour 
towards God: They are both forgotten, as ſoon as the Danger 
is over.“ 3 
After him, William Pitt Eſq; ſpoke in Subſtance s 
follows, viz. | 1 
Sir, 5 
If the Queſtion now before us were not an Affair of 
too ſefious a Nature, it would be extreamly eaſy to be witty 
upon it, eſpecially, as the honourable Gentleman I 
laſt has given us ſo good a Handle; but, I muſt x 
ſeems to me of ſo much Importance with Reſpect to on 
Conſtitution, and the Happineſs of our Country, that I cay 
not, and I think no Gentlman pught to make himſelf nem 
ure 


(%) 
upon ſuch an Occaſion z for tho' the Preſervation of our 
Conſtitution were no Way concerned, yet the Loading of 
of our People with an additional Expence of 2 or $00,000 /. 
is, in my Opinion, an Affair of too affecting a Nature to be 
treated in a ludicrous Manner. Ot 
As to what the Honourable Gentleman has been 

to ſay about thoſe he calls Placemen, I ſhall agree that, if 
they were to be directed in their Opinions by the Places they 
poſſeſs, they might perhaps unite for the Support of one ano- 
ther, againſt the common Good of the Society; but I hope 
none of them are under any ſuch Direction; I am ſure the 


Err 


ww 
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convinced he is not ſerious, when he talks of being ſurprized 
at any Placeman's declaring for a Reduction of our Army: 
for, of all Men, thoſe who enjoy any Places of Profit cake 
our Government, ought to be the moſt cautious of loading the 
People with any unneceſſary Tax or Expence ; becauſe, as 
the Place they poſſeſs generally brings them in more than 
their Share of all our Taxes can amount to, it may be pro- 
perly ſaid, that by conſenting to any Article of publick Ex- 
pence, they lay a Load upon others which they themſelves 
bear no Share of, | 

] muſt look upon myſelf, Sir, as a Placeman, as well as 


of one of the Branches of the Royal Family, and think it my 
Honour to be fo; but I ſhould not think it, if I were not as free 
to give my Opinion upon any Queſtion that happens in this 
Houſe,as I was before I had any ſuch Place; and, I believe, from 
the Behaviour of Gentlemen, upon this very _ 
it will appear, that all thoſe who are in the ſame Service with 
me, are in the ſame State of Freedom; becauſe I believe, 
they will, upon the Queſtion now before us, appear to be of 
different Opinions, But, there is another Set of Placemen, 
whoſe Behaviour ſurprizes me not a little; becauſe upon 
every Queſtion that occurs relating to publick Affairs, they 
are always unanimous; and I confeſs, it is to me a little al- 
toniſning, that 2 or 300 Gentlemen ſhould, by an unac- 
countable Sort of Unanimity, . always agree in Opinion upon 
the many different Sorts of Queſtions that occur yearly, and 
that not for one, but for ſeveral Years together. I am con- 
vinced this ſurprizing Unanimity does not proceed from an 
Effect of the Places they have under the Crown; for if it 
did, a Man's being poſſeſſed of any Place under the Crown, 
would, in ſuch. a Cafe, I am ſure, be an infallible Reaſon 
for the People not to truſt him with the Preſervation of their 
Liberties, or the Diſpenſation of their Properties in Parlia- 
ment, 


© Then, Sir, as to the Tories and ſuſpected Jacobites, I 
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Honourable Gentleman himſelf is not, and therefore I am 


the honourable Gentleman who ſpoke laſt: I am in the Service 


am ſurprized to hear any Compariſon made between thern 
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. and the fat Man in the Crowd: There are fo few. of either 
— 


2 Reduction, there is a handſome Proviſion for every one d 
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in the dom, that I am ſure they can give no Man an ON 
caſion for ing afraid of them, and therefore there is not tie 
leaſt Shadow of Reaſon for ſaying, they are the Occafion 
of our being obliged to keep up ſuch a numerous Standing 
Army. The Army, indeed, or rather thoſe who have been 
the chief Advocates for our keeping up ſuch a numerous Stau- 
ding Army, . be compared to the fat Man in the 
Crowd ; Er the eeping up of ſuch an Army is the chief 
Cauſe of our Diſcontents, and thoſe Diſcontents are now, we 
find, made the chief Pretence for keeping up ſuch a numeroy 
Army. Remove therefore but the Army, or a confiderahle 
Part of it, and the Crowd, or the Diſcontents you complain 
of, will ceaſe. The Conſequences, tis true, may be fatal u 
ſome of thoſe, who have been the Cauſes of loading the Ns 
tion ſo long with ſuch an unneceſſary Expence ; but no honek 
Man, I am ſure, will think. that their Safety is to be put i 
the Balance, with the Stisfaction of the People, and the 
Safety of the Nation. > bat 
I come now, Sir, to the only Argument the honourable 
Gentleman made Uſe of, which can admit of a ſerious Con- 
fideration ; and if our Army were entirely, or but generally, 
compoſed of old Veterans, inured to the Fatigues and the 
Dangers of War, and ſuch as had often ventured their 
Lives againſt the Enemies of their Country, I confeſs the Ar 
ument would have a great deal of Weight; but con- 
idering the Circumſtances of our preſent Army, I an 
hardly think my Honourable Friend was ſerious, when he 
made Uſe of ſuch an Argument. As for the Officers of the 
Army, they are quite out of the Queſtion ; for in Caſe d 


them : No Man can doubt, nor would any Man oppoſe, their 
being all put upon half Pay ; and I muſt obſerve that ou 
half Pay is better, or as good as full Pay, I believe, in any 
other Country of Europe; for in the Method our Army 3 
now kept up, I could ſhew by Calculation, that it coſts the 
Nation more than would maintain three Times the Number 
of Men, either in France or Germany. And as for tit 
Soldiers, I believe it may be ſaid of at leaſt three fourths d 
them, that they never underwent any Fatigue except that d 
a Review, nor were ever expoſed to any Danger except i 
apprehending Smugglers or diſperſing Mobs ; therefore | 
muſt think | Th have no Claim for any greater Reward that 
the Pay they have already received, nor ſhould I think we 
were guilty of the leaſt Ingratitude, if they were all turned 
adrift to-morrow Morning. - 

But ſuppoſe, Sir, the Soldiers of our Army were al 
ſuch as had ſerved a Campaign or two againſt a publick Ene. 


_ © ” = ve . 4 - * * 7 


- moths dd 
3 , 4 
1 | DSS. 
- 
„ 


685) | 

live idly, and be maintained at the Expence 
zuntry, and that, in ſuch a Manner, 8 
he Liberties of their Country? At this Rate, if a has 
it once ventured his Life in the Service of his , he 
nuſt for ever after be not only a Burden, but a Terror to 
is Country. This, Sir. would be > Sprt of Reward, which 
am ſure no brave Soldier would accept of, nor any honeſt 
"ne defire. That we ſhould ſhew a proper Gratitude to thoſe 
ho have ventured their Lives in the Service of their Coun- 
ry, is what I ſhall readily acknowlege ; but this Gratitude 
pught to be ſhewn in ſuch a Way, as not to be 
he Liberties, nor too burdenſome to the People of our 
zuntry ; and therefore, after a War is at an End, if a Sol- 
lier can provide for himſelf, either by his Labour, or by 


nel means of his own private Fortune, he ought not to expect, 
ut in nd, if he is not of a mercenary Diſpoſition, he will ſcorn to re- 
d the eive, any other Reward, than that which conſiſts in the pe- 
| aliar Honours and Privileges that may and ought to be con- 
rable erred upon him, by the eſtabliſhed Laws of his Country. 
Con- That we ought to ſhew a proper Gratitude, that we : 
rally, WWought to give a proper Regard to every Man, who has ventu- 
d the ed his Life in the Cauſe of his Country, is what I am ſure 


no Gentleman will deny: But when I have faid this, Sir, I 
tannot help obſerving how defective our Laws and Cuſtoms 
are in this Reſpect. Is not this an unanſwerable t 
for eſtabliſhing this Gratitude, and aſcertaining this Reward, 
by a publick Law ? Yet as the Laws now ſtand, an old Of- 
ficer, a Man who has often ventured his Life, and often 
ſpilt his Blood, in the Service of his Country, may be diſ- 
miſſed, and reduced, perhaps, to a ſtarving Condition, at 
the arbitrary Will and Pleaſure, perhaps at the Whim of a 
favourite Miniſter; ſo that by the preſent Eſtabliſhment 
of our Army, the Reward of a Soldier ſeems not to depend u- 
pon the Services done to his Country, but upon the Services he 
does to thoſe who happen to be the favourite Miniſters at 4 
the Time. Muſt not this, Sir, be allowed to be a Defe&t | f 
in the preſent Eſtabliſhment of our Army? And yet when a 
Law was propoſed for removing this Defect, we may re- 
member what Reception it met with, even from thoſe who 
now inſiſt ſo highly upon the Gratitude we ought to ſhew to 
the Gentlemen of our Army. , 
The Queſtion being put the Motion was rejected: Noes 249, 
Yeas 164. So the Reſolution was to. | 
February, 16. My Lord Sundon acquainted the Houſe,that he Lord unden. 
had a Petition in his Hand from the Dean and Chapter of 
Weſtminſter, Upon which he opened the Nature of the Pe- 

| tition, 


Fo Lend Chief] Jaſtice of the King's Burk 
the Dean of Weſtminſter, who were appointed Commilſſicnes 
for that Purpoſe: And that by an Act paſſed in the ninth d 
Queen Anne, a Sum of four thouſand Pounds per Aunmm fy 
a certain Term of Years was ted to the faid Cn 
Church and the Chapels of the ſame ; and that in Order to the 
finiſhing it, as directed by Parliament, Sir Chriſtopher Win 
then the Surveyor, form'd the Defign of erecting a Spire in e 
middle Tower, a Model of which he then prepared, and 
of which with the reſt of the intended was laid m. 
by Ae N 
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to | 


this Houſe, the laſt Seſſion of Paliament ; and 
in the 6th,yth,8th,and 10th, of his preſent Majeſty, he ferenl 
Sums of four thouſand Pounds each Year, have been ifi 
and applied towards carrying on the faid Works: Anda 
Account how the ſame has been expended, has been am 
laid before this Houſe, and that all the Monies granted z 
aforeſaid bei ng expended, the ſaid Works are now at 4 Stand, 
which the Petitioners ſubmit to the Conſideration of the 
Houſe, acknowledging the Favours already GO 
ſaid Collegiate Church, as well by the preſent as 
and praying for the Continuance 

After which Lord Sundon mos d. that the ſaid Petitia 
referred to the Conſideration of the Committee of the what 
Houſe, to whom it was referred to confider farther of tit 
Supply granted to his Majefty. He was ſeconded by & 
William Yonge, and then Sir Thomas Afton ſpoke wan 
following Effect: 
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re 
lich his Ind is Majeft . 
at laſt exhanſted every Shilling of 
was the Gentleman's Modeſty, (a Virtue, you'll fay, 
! "Icly to bs meewith-in the Favourite of » *Monarch) 
n his own Behalf, cho 
had many Opportunites of doing it. At laſt the King, 
no informed of his Circumſtances, took Occaſion one Day, 
the Gentleman was folliciting a Poſt for one of his Friends, 
tell him, Sir, ſays he, you have been a very faithful 
and a very conſtant Servant to me; 3 rome 

Hine the 


ftion in your Company without your being a ing 
better for me, though I am perſuaded your has ſuf- 
fered confiderably in my Service. As you are a Man of 


Senſe, and fit for Buſineſs, why do not you ask ſomething 
for yourſelf ?” The Gentleman no other Return 
his Majeſty at that Time but a Acknow- 
ment of the Honour he had received, by his Majeſty's be- 
p © mindful of him; but ſome Time after, being all alone 
Kh the King; Pray, Sir, ſays he to his Majeſty, be ſo good 
w lend me half a Crown, Half a Crown ! anſwers the 


{mall Piece does very well to begin with; 
x2 obſerved, that once put you in the Way of giving, it 
ezly to keep you in it, and then you care 
x> vou give. 

* Though this Story, Sir, eſpecially as to 
Petitioner, may not in every Reſpect 
te now before us; yet I think there is ſomething 
te giving Humour of the Monarch pretty applicable 
32 former Occaſions 1 
, Sir, that was originall asked , granted, 
Toes mentioned in This Petition, could have made 
=t Figure in the publick Accounts, had we ſtopt there; 
t Accumulation of that Sum, Sir, from time to time, 
Ded when we were in the giving Humour, make, 
ans, no deſpicable Article, if applied towards the Diſ- 
xe of ſome Part of the national Debt. Therefore, Sir, I 
< we ould rather top now than later; and I hope this 
on will he upon the Table. : 

l. Forley ſpoke next to the following Effet: 
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2, I cannot approve that the Diſpoſal 
n for that Purpoſe ſhould be ———__— 


Reſpect for the Dean and . Werke; 


Sir R. Walpole: 


8 the Clergy. ran nk 
KC — L — any Part · of it; m 
Respect e Ger enen E LE III ik 


judgment upon the Sufficiency of their Work; bock whe 


But that, Sir, is the very Reaſon, why, in my Opinion 
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hey ſhould be bender with any other Cares befides 
of their Function, Which are many and — OW [ 
therefore, Sir, ſurpriſed that the honourable Perſon 
brought up the Petition, ſhould appear ſo preſſimg der w 
grant it; ſince it is certain we cannot do it without put 
theſe good Men to very great Trouble. The 

a Work, Sir, that coſts four thouſand Pounds every 1 
takes up no ſmall Part of a Man's Time; and though f 
Laymen are joined in the Commiſſion for managing u, 
Bounty, yet we know the Fatigue of it is intirely left w. 
Reverend Clergy. - Now, Sir, this is an Injuſtice- yan 
only to them but to the Laity alſo, who muſt ſuffer g 
by their ſpiritual Guides having ſo many Avecations f 
the Duties of their Functions; beſides, Sir, we are toc 
ſider, that the Way of Life in which theſe Reverend P 
have been educated, them no Opportunity of ws h 
Prices and —— Working Men, or of | 


are very neceſſary Qualifications in the Overſeers of a Bulue 
of this Nature: So that I dare ſay, Sir, the Reverend ( 
tlemen will think themſelves highly obliged to this tie 
we ſhould eaſe them of that Trouble; and this upon a « 
Account. Firſt, as they will have more Leiſure 2 
after their ſpiritual Concerns, which, to ſuch « 

2 are, is a moſt invaluable 

ndly, as we can put the Inſpection of the Wars | 
Hands who will take care to have it done to the beſt / 
tage, and at the leaſt Expence. Therefore, Sir, — 
letting this Petition lie upon the Table till a Lay Commi 
for overſeeing the Execution of the Work is made out. 

Sir Robert Walpole ſaid next: 

_ " | 
Jam intirely of the honourable Gentleman's Mind 
ſpoke firſt, in thinking that more Money has been ex 
upon the Defire of this Petition than perhaps the Parl 

expected when they made the firſt Grant for this 1 


ought to agree to the Petition; for it would be very 4 
in us, after the great Expence the Nation has been at onl 
Account, if we ſhould leave the Work unfiniſhed to far 
trifling Sum.The Reaſons that induced the Parliament at f 
Sir, to promote and encourage the Deſign of repairing and n 
ing this Church, were —— were — auguſt a1 
Should we Jet the Church where the Bodies of our pr 


Princes are depoſited, and which lately received the N 
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x the only Church in the whole Kingdom not properly 
ided for, we ſhould Juftly expoſe ourſelves to the Cenſure of 
ie reſt of Europe, and of every Stranger who viſits us. The 
'ence therefore which the Defire of this Petition requires, 
an Expence we ought to be at for own Honour, foe the 
onour of the Nation, and let me add, for the Honour of 
e Royal Family. Theſe, and no other, are the Motives, 
Fir, that incline me to give my Vote for our granting the 
Petition, and I am perſuaded Gentlemen will eafily concur, 
teen they compare the Reaſonableneſs of the Thing to the 
Smallneſs of the Expence. —— | 
« As to what was urged by the honourable Gentlemen 
vho ſpoke laſt, in that the Inſpection of the Work ought to 
de committed to Laymen, Leue own that I was once of 
us Opinion, and I remember one Year that the Experiment 
vas actually made. But at the ſame Time I remember, that 
hen the AP 2 — the ko hoe ſor- 
ed, it was fo t we nei managed ſo frugally, 
— was the Work ſo well executed, as when it nie ard 
he Inſpection of the Clergy. Beſides that, Sir, the Com- 
nifioners being Men who had a great deal of other Buſineſs 
o mind, ſeldom thought it their while to meet, and 
o concert Meaſures for the more effectual carrying on this 
Vork, which by theſe Means was neglected, and it muſt 
ſtill ſuffer if we ſhall put it under the Inſpection of Layme 
ntirely, For, Sir, though we ſhould ſuppoſe that they ha 
it at Heart to carry the Work on in the moſt frugal Manner; 
yet every one will truſt to another, till the whole is ne- 
plefted. But, Sir, when we leave the Commiſſion in the 
Hands of the Clergy, they think it their Duty, they make 
It their Buſineſs, they take a Pleaſure, I may ſay, a Pride, 
In ſeeing it carried on to the beſt Advantage. As to the bo- 
durable Gentleman's Fears of its being too great a Burden, 
o thoſe Reverend Gentlemen, if they do not eſteem it ſuch, 
L ſeeno Reaſon that we ſhould, The Clergy is very ſeldom 
oppreſſed without complaining ; and I dare ſay we never 
mould have been troubled with the Petition, if our granting 
t mult be attended with any Inconvenience to the Petitioners. 
e are to conſider, Sir, that the Situation of the Clergy who 
attend this Church, is different from that of thoſe who 
ave the Charge of whole Pariſhes on their Hands; the Peti- 
oners have Time and Leiſure enough to ſpare; and give me 
Leave to ſay, Sir, it is a Part of their Office to take all the 
ue they can both of the Reparations and the Additions which 
re made to that Church by which they live. Therefore, 
Ir, J am for referring the Petition to the Committee of Sup- 
by, and for making no Alteration in the Commiſſion.” 
Vor. V. N —— George 
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2 Princeſs whoſe Memory muſt be ever dear to Britain, ger U. 
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— AS 
George Heathcote, =* Lk thick att the pending of tial 
E6; Credit, and while the People are already overwhelmed yid 
Taxes, r away one Shi 
lng & nr ney on any Occaſion but where it is ah 
neceſlary. The Sam required of us by the Petition, 5 
indeed a very large one z but {mall as it is, we are _to'oy 
ſider that it comes out of the P 
poſes for which it is granted can 
| nefit to them, I cannot 
| Ec nr 
Money in adorning ring a ; w 
theſe Motives were, I think they ought to have no lu 
with us, becauſe in thoſe Days, Sir, the Trop Jo der 
to fave a little Money on an x 
Taxes neither ſo heavy, — 
oy WON The right honourable 
ve indeed one Reaſon, which he 
— arliament on this Occaſion 3 
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Time, that all the Kings there interred were 
Liberties of the People. 
. © Befides, Sir, I don't like theſs annual 


| 


ER 
look ſomewhat like annual Bills. By indulging the Petitionen 
from Year to Year, they may at laſt come to claim it a1 


| 
i 


Kind of Right,and never give itover. LetGen 
Sir, how eaſy it is for them to prepare a 
pelagic, veer! ns. oy wn 

and that we cannot do too much for adorning 
ſuch an auguſt royal Fabrick. The Reaſons, + 
the Deſire of this Petition would then 
—— Way = 

| ht honourable eman's Wa 
* ll. much better; for it ſeems bs fe 
we ought to refuſe. Therefore, Sir, I ſhould ha 
better pleaſed, and ſhould have thought — 
of Proceeding, had the Petitioners, inſtead of _ 
annual Bounty of four thouſand Pounds, petitioned 
for as much as, in che Opinion of compotint Jadgh 
ſufficient to compleat the Work according to 
del. This, Sir, would have been's fair Way e 
ſhould have then known what we were about, and we col 
have granted it in what and at what "Tunes 
found maſtevareaient: Wahetes, ee, 
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xoſe. For this Reaſon, 
xer, before we 


[ences that the Reparations and Additions to the Church 
ill coſt in the whole. 
To this Lord Sundon anſwered to the following Pur- 


Sir, 1 | | 

What the honourable Gentleman who ſpoke laſt pro- Lerd Sundon, 
ſed, indeed appears very reaſonable ; but I do not think it 
ery practicable. Every Gentleman who has Experience in 
Building, knows very well how hard a Matter it is to calcu- 
late the Expences he maſt be at, though he has a 
oreat Part of the Materials upon his own Land; but it is 
much harder to do it in a Work of this Kind, chat is ſubject 
» many Accidents, that requires fuch a Variety of Work- 
nen of all Kinds, and where all the Materials moſt be pur- | 

aſed from different Hands and at different Prices, How- - , 
yer, Sir, I have heard that Subject talked of, and have — 
made it my Buſineſs to enquire how much the Whole ma 
oft, And Sir, though I never could certainly be i 
por have any Authority from the Petitioners to ſay any thing 
on this Head; yet; by the neareſt Computation I can make, 
it may coſt — which, I 
hope, Sir, is a Sum we may ſpare, without layi 

Burden on the People.” 13.09 4am 


% 


EKU 


A 1 Eſq; ſpoke next as follows : 
w At * | | 

The Buſineſs of half my Li 
ui yn 018 Hou, and had 
old have coſt me when I firſt began to build and repair it, 
* it ſhould have gone to Ruin before I had ſpent a Shilling on 1 
. o that, Sir, I intirely with the noble | "3 
ot bo poke ld, in thinking it imprafticable u determine / 
e ene Sum that this Work may . require. Had I, Sir, 

oreſeen that the Repairs of this old Houſe of mine would 


have coſt me more M than the building a new one, does * 
any Gentleman i — I would not rather have ſet a- 

bout the one than the other? Therefore, Sir, I think it is of 

no Conſequence to us to have ay Eſtimate laid before us, 
becauſe it is impoſſible we can have a juſt one; and while 
we grant the Petition from Year to Year, the Managers will 
be the better Husbands of what Money comes to their Hands, 
and the Work will be carried on to more Advantage, in or- 


n 1 
Nez | Mr. 


Anne 11 Geo, 


1737-38. 


Mr. Wynn 


' Sir William Yonge: 


nu. Mr. Wynn ſpoke next to the following Effect: 


doing nothing in the Affair this Year, were it for-ino-othe 


Indulgence. 


N 
2 | 


Sir, | 
© I am for letting the Petition lie 


the Table, and 


Reaſon but to put the Petitioners in Mind, that we my 
grant or refuſe this Money juſt as we pleaſe. For, Sir, # 
this Bill ſhould paſs in courſe every Seſſion, the Reverend N 
titioners may claim that as a Right which is now only u 


Sir Wiliam Yonge replied to this as follows: 


Sir, 


Grandeur, to be a publick Concern, Former Parliament, 
Sir, in this Nation, ſeem to have been of Opinion that a 
Work more deſerved the Regard of the Publick than Wel 
minſter- Abbey, which I look upon to be the fineſt Thing n 
this Nation; and it would give Forei a very odd Nota 
of our Politeneſs, and of our — qr the Memory of or 
Princes, if we ſhould let it ſtand in its preſent Condition, c 
pecially as ſo ſmall a Sum is required to finiſh it. For, d, 
I dare ſay the noble Lord was right in his Conjecture, thati 
will not require above thirteen or fourteen! thouſand Poung 
more; and when it is compleated, I will be bold to aſim, 
that it will excel any thing of its Kind in Europe, Gentle 
men may remember what an Expence the Nation was p« 
to by our voting fifty new Churches to be built. But, Si, 
in my Opinion, it is as worthy the Dignity of this Ho 
to preſerve and adorn this old Church, as it was to buil 
fifty new ones. Give me leave likewiſe to ſay, Sir, that ths 
Petition would not have met with half the Oppoſition' it hay 
8 Len the Reparation of any Building but: 

urch. ; 

© As to the Fears the honourable Gentleman who ſpole 
laſt is under, leſt the Petitioners ſhould claim that in Tune 
as a Right which is now. only an Indulgence, I think te 
Parliament fully anſwered that Objection two or three Ven 
ago; for I remember, Sir, that when this Petition was pit 
ſented, the . — thought fit to reject it. -Anothe 
honourable Gentleman to apprehend that further A4 
ditions would be made to the Fabrick, and ſuch as migit 
involve us in unforeſeen Expences. We have all, Sir, fea 
the Model of the Building that is deſign'd, and we al 
never imagine that the Reverend Overſeers of the Work wil 
make any Additions to that Model, without the Approbab 
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er this Houſe. And if no Additions are made to the yn 23% th 
Model, I ſee no Reaſon for our apprehending that we ſhall Ly |; 
be put to any extraordinary Expence. The Money that J 

has already been granted for this Effect, has been duly ; * 
accounted for by the Petitioners, and I never have yet heard 

that any Objections were made to their Accounts ; on the 

contrary, I have heard it often affirmed, chat the Money 

that has been granted was managed in the moſt frugal Man- 

ner, and to the beſt Advantage. When we find that it is not 

ſo, it will be time enough to put the Management of 

the Work into other Hands, or to withdraw our Bounty en- 

tirely. Theſe Conſiderations, Sir, are, I think, more than 

ſufficient to determine us to come to a Reſolution upon tbe 

Motion made by the noble Lord who brought up the Petition; 

but there is another Conſideration that I hope will always 

have its Weight with this Houſe, and that, Sir, is, his Ma- 

jeſty's Recommendation. I think, Sir, it will be treating 

his Majeſty with Diſreſpect, if we ſhould have no Regard to 

his Recommendation in an Affair that can coſt us ſo very 

little, and which, tho' it did not come fo ſtrongly recom- 

mended, is in itſelf ſo highly reaſonable.” =) 

No Reply being — to this, the Queſtion was put, If —— 
the Petition ſhould be referred to the Conſideration of the 
Committee of the whole Houſe, to whom it is referred to 
conſider further of the Supply granted to his Majeſty? A Di- 
viſion followed, and the Queſtion paſs'd in the Affirmative. +2 
On a Diviſion, Yeas 174. Noes 61. 

Immediately after this Queſtion was over, before the 


Houſe proceeded on any other Buſineſs, George Heathcote 
Eſq; > ax as follows: 
ir, 

* As L think chat on all Hands it has been that age for an. 
it is the Intereſt - of the Reverend Petitioners that Weſt- — ＋1＋ 1 
minſter- Abbey ſhould be finiſh'd and repaired according to Dean and Chapter of 
the Draught of the Model laid before this Houſe laſt Seffion, anger. 
and as very great Encomiums have been made upon their 
Integrity as well as good Management, I think it would be 
very proper for us to enquire whether or not ſome Part of 
the Revenues annex'd by the Royal Founders to the Abbey, 
have not been allotted for the Expences of the Fabrick. This, 
in my Opinion, will have a very good Effect. Firſt, it will 
give us an Opportunity of doing Juſtice to the Integrity of 
the Reverend Petitioners. - Secondly, it will be of great 
Uſe to Gentlemen when this Affair comes to be ſettled in 
the Committee. Beſides, Sir, tho* it ſhould appear from 
the Enquiry that no ſuch Allotment has been made, I think 
Gentlemen ought to make themſelves Judges how far it is 
reaſonable, that ſome Part oF the large Revenues enjoyed 


* 


S R. Walpole. 


this Motion. And Sir, ſhould we make a Stretch in ths 


where this Houſe obliged a Party to ſubmit to our 


Alterations or Additions, As 


the 
themſelves. I likewife don't Dey Sir, but thar * 
appear in the Courſe of this Enquiry, that of the 
Clergy hive upedded large e e Gale ann WINE 
upon the Reparations and the Additions of the Fabridy 


ppropriations.” 9 ; | 
Sir Robert Walpole's Anſwer to this, was as follows: 
Sir, . i 
0 E 
in this Houſe. I ſhould be glad to know how the hon: Gee 
tleman would take it, if he ſhould be required to lay before 
this Houſe a particular Inventory of his own Eſtate, that be 
may receive Directions from the Houſe in what Manner te 
is to apply it; I believe the hon. Gentleman would think i 
a very unjuſtifiable Way of Proceeding ; and give me Leave u 
fay, Sir, that if ſuch a Proceeding is unjuſtifiable in Caſes d 
private Property, it is much more ſo where a Body of Mea 
upon a Foundation, and a Royal Foundation too, is cow 
cerned. Nor can I fee, Sir, how we can agree to this Mo. 
tion without violating all the Rules of common Juſtice, ant 
ſhaking the Foundations of all Property. Beſides, n, 
the honourable Gentleman does not reflect, that we are n9 
Court of Record, and therefore cannot oblige the Petitionen 
to exhibit their Rights to theſe Poſſeſſiom us. _ Sotha 
it is not really in eur Power to come to any Reſolution upm 


Caſe, I ſhould be very ſorry to fit in this Houſe * we 
came to a Reſolution, that might give the World | 
think, that we defign'd to carry our Power farther than or 
uſtice. There may, indeed, fome particular 

fore us, in which it is neceſſary, that one of the 
explain er prove his Right of Poſſeſſion; but thi 
ſeldom happens, is always done voluntarily by 
that the Houſe may more clearly comprehend this 
Sir, I believe the hon. Gentleman cannot find one 
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or the Papers and Securities by which he or they enj 
Eftates or Income. We have no Reaſon to doubt, 
the Clergy have as good a Right by Law to what 

out 
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75 


— 


joy as any of us have to our private Eſtates: Nor do 
that either Juſtice or Reaſon oblige them to lay 


of their Income upon e br the 


E: 


1 


EORBSSEPESASOSDPOR 


IIA 


8 
＋ 


pl 


7 
15 


ceſſors behave with that Submiſſion 
Government that becomes their Character, I | 
of Parliament. 


FE 
rtf 


greeable to me becauſe it is in favour of the Clergy. 
ſhould not have troubled the Houſe abogt an Affair which I 
think has taken up but womuch/of our Time already, had 1 
not perceived an unuſual Spirit of Oppoſition to this Petition, 
from Gentlemen whom, by their former Conduct, I never 
ſuſpected as Enemies to the Clergy, even in the moſt exarbi- 
tant Claims, and their moſt exalted Tory Prinxiples. 

Wile FSR {poke next as follows. — _ 

ir, F "a 6 aff Ou. * I 

© I am ſorry that I am obliged on this Occafion to differ william e 
from the honourable Gentleman who made the Motion; but 
lad of having one Opportunity of ing on the ſame cbm e, bes 
vice of the Queſtion with my right honourable Friend who they receive nom 
its by me. It is certain, Sir, that it would be a very un- 1 


1 


the Dean and Chapter. It is likewiſe” certain, Sir, : 
cannot compel them to make. any Contribution out of 

their private Emoluments, towards repairing or finiſh 

hurch, A great many Reaſons, Sir, indive me to be 

Opinion that the Revenues of the Church cannot be better 
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n e Hl. as they are ſo near the Parliament Houſe, for his Brbthiln 
ie in. So that their Country, Sir, is ſure, on every Ping 
| and upon the ſhorteſt Warning, of their jmmedigis Atter. 
dance in the Parliament. But, Sir, tho I think we N 
Right to oblige them to comply with the Terms of ti 
Motion, yet there are certain Revenues which ariſp from i 
Pavement and the Walls of the Abbey. Theſe Emolumeny 
Sir, I think we have a juſt Title to enquire after, avth 
Money we grant is for the Support of the Fabrick'; a, $x 
I think they ought to be laid before us. I ſhould hae beg 
very well pleaſed to have complied with the honourableGa 

tleman's Motion, if the Sum petitioned for were to be 
-plied for the Support of the Clergy. But as that is hot the 
Caſe, Sir, I beg Leave humbly to move, that the Den 
and Chapter of the Collegiate Church of St. Peter Weltmin 
ſter do lay before this Houſe an Account of what Money ba 
been received by them for ſeven Years laſt paſt, for break 
up Ground in the faid Church or Places adjacent, ſor B 
rials, and for e Monuments there, and how the fail 
Money has been applied by them towards the Repairs and 
finiſhing of the ſaid Church and Edifices thereunto belonging 
for ſeven Years laſt paſt.” 8 8 
No Oppoſition being made, the Houſe came to a Refoly 
tion upon this Motion; and the faid Account was accordingh 
agreed to. N 

—— — 2 March 3. Mr. Alderman Perry preſented to the Hout 
a Merchants a Petition of divers Merchants, and Planters, and others, tn- 
Sanin pon te ding to, and intereſted in the Britiſh Plantations in Ameria, 
Gations, on behalf of themſelves and many others, ſetting forth that Ap; 
plication was made to this Houſe, in the Year 1728, again 
the many unjuſt Seizures and Depredations, that had, fer 
ſeveral Years preceding, been committed by the'Spfiniars 
in America upon his Majeſty's Subjects, whilſt they we 
carrying on their fair and lawful Trade in thoſe Parts; up 
which Application, this Houſe came to a Reſolution, * That 
from the Peace, concluded at Utrecht, in the Year 171þ 
© to this Time, The Britiſh Trade and Navigation to a 
© from the ſeveral Britiſh Colonies in America, has bi 
8 tly interrupted by the continual Depredations of tit 
a — who have ſeized very valuable Effects, and u 
« juſtly taken and made Prize of great Numbers of Britil 
Ships and Veſſels in thoſe Parts, to the great Loſs al 


"i - Pray 


- 


wt @ teas wa _ @  #u—_o ma aa 


8- = 


Damage of the Subjects of this Kingdom, and in mani H 
Violation of the Treaties ſubſiſting between the wv by 
Crowns: And that this Houſe was pleaſed humbly to a rel: 
dreſs his Majeſty thereupon ; and that the Spaniards cont to 
haz 


nuing their Depredations on the Britiſh Subjects, and no dt 
tisfaction having been obtained for thoſe before committeh 


| d 46 of the , 
Framed to the Thade and Nevigutiva efchis 


heir cruel Treatment Ka ms. 
Honſe, having again taken this Matter into their Conſide- 
tion, and examined imo the ſame with the utmaſt Delibe- 
tion, came to a Reſolution ; * That an humble 'Addreſs be 


to continue his Endeauours to prevent the Dypredations of 
the Spaniards, for the future; to full Satisfaction 
ſor the alxrady ſuſtaĩined; and to ſecure to the 
Britiſh Subj er Exerciſe of 
their Trade and Navigation to, and from the Britrſh Co- 
« lonies in America,” hich Addreſs was preſented to his 
Majeſty accordingly 3 and Te 
the Spaniards have paid fo little Regard: 


icularly laſt Year have carried them to à greater Height 
— wr having arbitrarily ſeized ſeveral Ships, nit 
their Effects, belonging to his Majeſty's Subjects, on the 
high Seas, in the deſtined Courſe of their Voyages to and 
from the Britiſh Colonies, amounting to a very conſiderable 
Value; and that the Captains or Maſters of ſome of the ſaid 
Ships were, * the laſt Advices of the Peti- 
tioners, and are (as the Petitioners believe] at this Time 


are now in Slavery in Old-Spain, where they are moſt inhu- 
manly treated; and that that cruel Nation make it their 
Practice to attack and board all Britiſh Merchant Ships, 
they meet with in the American Seas, under Pretence of 
ſearching for Goods, which they deem contraband or not, 
according to- their own arbitrary Will and Pleaſure, con- 


7 


IMF tracy to the Law of Nations, and in manifeſt Violation of 
* the Treaties ſubſiſting between the two Crowns; and that 
by theſe unjuſt and violent Proceedings of the Spaniards, the 
me Trade and Navigation to and from America is rendered 
* very unſafe and precarious; inſomuch, that the Inſurance 
* from Jamaica has greatly riſen on theſe Accounts only; and 
4 that, without ſome ſpeedy and effectual Remedy, the A- 
neigh merican Trade and Navigation will be (together with the 
N wr Revenue of the Crown ariſing \therefrom ) very much dimi- 
110 niſned, if not entirely loſt; and farther repreſenting to the 
5 Houſe, that, although his Catholick Majeſty has ſtipulated 
Y 1. by the Treaty of Seville, and by the Declaration of 1732 
Tr pf relative thereunto, to cauſe Reparation to be forthwith made 
10 to the unhappy Sufferers, yet there is no Inſtance of its 
20 having been done; ſo far from it, that, whilſt the Britiſff 
; Vor. V. | "+" -  Subjeds 


of the Britiſh Sabjefs; and that this 


"ceſented to his Majeſty; chat he will be graciouſly pleaſed. = 


confined by the Spaniards in the Weſt-Indies, and the Crews 


© 
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656 | | 

have been amuſed with vain and fruitleſs Hons 
„ the Spaniards have committed farther Inj 
upon them, and ſtill continue the % 
ut Practices; and that the Cedulas or Orders given byt | 
Court of Spain Wee by Experictce bean all 
culated (as the Petitioners by Experience have 
to apprehend) to evade giving SatisfaQtion to the 
jects; for there has never been one of the Cotter 8 | it 
with, nor any Governor recalled, nor puniſhed fork Bir N 
obedience, as the Petitioners ever heard; and that, rwe! 
Nation to aſſume the Power of detaining or ratnmaging i Rc: 
Britiſh Ships upon their lawful Voyages in the American: : 
4 yg 6 of ſearching for contraband Goods, i bis E 
n conceive) claiming and emτιντ n G 

the ſole Sovereignty of thoſe Sees; and hin zve ( 
Spaniards be ſuffered to act in this injurious Manner, toi ſe ; 
ſult the Perſons of his Majeſty's Subjects, or to u ! 


75 


them of their Property, the Petitibners a the afk 
| will be attended, not only. with great Obſtruction to 4 | hir 
F valuable Branch of our Commerce and Navi . 
alſo with Conſequences very a» CS e re] 
and as the Meaſures hitherto purſued have pve | 
ineffectual, praying the Houſe to take the Premiſes i pod | 
their mature Conſideration, and provide ſuch 


adequate Remedy, for putting an End to all Infults and D ) ſo v 
predations on the Britiſh Subjects, as to the Houſe ſhall ex 
meet, as well as procure ſuch Relief for the unhappy Sul 
rers, as the Nature of their Caſe, and the Juſtice of thay, 'c 


Cauſe require; and that they may be by themſhef e 

and Counſel thereupon. 5 We ardſh 

Upon this the Chair faid ; — If 

Debate upon Forms. Gentlemen, th a 


The Chair. * Tho' my Office, while I am in the Chair, deprives . 

1 of having any Share in your Debates, yet it obliges me# 
declare what are the Forms of the Houſe. As I c⁰e p 
this to be a Point of Form, it is my Duty to acquaint yu 
that ſo far as I have yet obſerved, it never was the Methal - 
of this Houſe to admit Parties to be heard by themſelves red 
Counſel. The Motion that is always made in ſuch Caſh Loaf 

that the Petitioners be admitted to be heard by themſelves ft 
Counſel. If therefore the hotidurable Gentleman 1 e 
made the Motion, is not ſatisfied that I put the Queſts 
Whether it is your Pleaſure that the Petitioners be heal . 
touching the Matter of this Petition by themſelves or Cow [ t 
ſel, I muſt beg Leave to take the Senſe of the Houſe wil 
regard to the Terms in which I am to put * eh 
the preſent Motion,” 
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] do not pretend to be ſo well acquainted with the Forms . 
f the Houſe, as to give my Opinion whether, the Petitioners air Joha Barnard © 
cht to be heard by themſelves and Counſel, or by them x £5: _ 
Ives or Counſel : But, Sir, I know that this Petition is P 1 
zunded upon Facts, and I ſhould be ſorry to ſee the Deſign 4 
it defeated by a ſcrupulous Adherence to any Points of | 
orm whatſoever. 'The Requeſt of the Petitioners, Sir, 
wever as to Form it may be extraordinary, yet in Point 
f Reaſon, in my Opinion, is juſtifiable. Moſt of the Peti- 
ns upon which Counſel. is prayed to be heard at the Bar of 
is Houſe, are againſt Bills ing before the Houſe ; 
xd Gentlemen, in the Courſe of ſuch Bills paſſing the Houſe, ; 
ze e of making themſelves Maſters of the : 
i ; ſo that the Counſel have little elſe to do, but to prove 
om Facts that the Bill depending is either unjuſt in itſelf, 
affecting the Property of the Perſons that petition, or by 
ing or being inconſiſtent with ſome former Law. But, 
, the Caſe of the preſent Petitioners is widely different; 
e repeated Loſſes they have met with, and the Injuries they 
ave ſuſtained in their Trade, can never ſo well be under- : 
od from the Month of a Lawyer, as from their own ; be- 
uſe, Sir, it is impoſſible for the ableſt Lawyer either to 
ſo well inſtructed In the Intereſts and Claims of the ſe- 
il Petitioners, or to explain the ſeveral Terms of Com- 
rce and Navigation that muſt neceſſarily occur in this Af- 
ir, ſo as to be underſtood by Gentlemen unacquainted with 
eſe Matters. Therefore, Sir, I humbly think it will be a 
udſhip upon the Petitioners, to deny them a Requeſt of ſo 
tle Importance as the preſent, merely becauſe it interferes 

tn a Matter of Form. I beg Leave to ſay, Sir, that 
rms cannot be better known than by Precedents, and I be- 
e it will puzzle any Gentleman to find a Precedent of a 
ile parallel to the preſent, whether we conſider the 
purſe of Injuries which ſome of the Petitioners have ſui- 
ned, the melancholy Situation to which others of them 

reduced, or its Importance to the Trade, the Honour, 

Safety of Britain. Therefore, Sir, I am of Opinion we - 
git to make no Difficulty of agreeing to the Requeſt of | 
Petition, | 
8 ſome Heſitation, and then Sir William 
l aid: | 3 | 
* I think, Sir, that Gentlemen are extremely obliged to Ss Wa. Windham | 

r Care, in putting them in Mind of the ufual Form of | 
Xeeding, and am intirely of your Opinion with regard to 
preſent Motion. I believe no Gentleman here can ſuſ- 
7 that I have not as warm a Senſe of the Injuries our 
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e ſo far from bein ately netzt 
that it WO J &5 che Petitioners a Prejudice. As to what 


honourable Friend mentioned about a Connſal's wot being 
able to put mercantile Affairs in ſuch a Light as to the 
roughly underſtood by Gentlemen, I am intirely of his"Ot 
nion; but then I think the Petitioners ought "td appear g 
dur Bar not as Counſel, but as Evidences for thetnſelves. This 
Sir, will effectually anſwer all the Ends that my bon 
Friend propoſes, and will preſerve our Method | 

in its ordinary; Form If therefore, Sir, the Counſel 
advance a Fadt that requires Proof, or touches upon a Polit 
that wants Explanation, I think it is highly juſt chat the 
_ titioners ſhould be admitted as Evidences, and be ae 
anſwer ſuch Queſtions as ſhall be propoſed either by Gen 
men, or by their Counſel. This, I conceive, Sir, & bt 
fair, and would inſpire our Merchants with a Confidetce 
the. Juſtice of this Houſe, and let the World ſee that we at 
reſolved to leave no Means untried which may contribute h 
give us right Information, in an Affair that cot- 
cerns the Properties of our Fellow Subjects, and the Dipni 

of the Nation.” "8.5 
Sir Robert Walpole ſpoke next, to the following Purpalt 

Sir, | = Xt 
Sir Robert Walpole, © I muſt humbly beg leave to differ in my Sentiments& 
this Affair, from both the honourable Gentlemen. The Jud 
ment, Sir, which, in my Opinion, we ſhould form in th 
of Caſe, ought to be grounded on Facts as they are fich & 
preſented, not as they are artfully aggravated. Every Gt 
- tleman, Sir, I believe, from his bare Reflection on the I 
juries our Merchants have received from Spain, feels tif 
his own Breaſt an 8 ariſe, which there is nb O 
ſion to increaſe by the Power of Eloquence, or the Art 
Lawyer. When Gentlemen, Sir, ſee an Affair through 
Miſt that Paſſion throws before their Eyes, it is next to. 
| poſſible they ſhould form a juſt Judgment, I believe ther 
ſcarce any Gentleman here who is not acquainted wid 
much phy, and as much of the Hiſtory, bo 
Britain and Spain, as may enable him, from a plain km 
ſentation of Facts, to j whether the Allegations in 
— be oy or falſe. Now, Sir, are not For cube 
emſelves the moſt proper Hands for giving in ſpch a 
preſentation? Are they not moſt — intereſted 
the Facts? Where then is the Neceflity, Sir, of having C 
{el to do this ? Or what Occaſion, Sir, is there to walk 
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Age Paſſions where the Head is to be infrmed ?-I believe, "als Wis 1. | 
the artleſs Accounts of the Sufferers themſelves, as by the RET 
andied Rhetorick of: the moſt eloquent Counſel.. However, 74 | 


Sr J ſhall not take the Liberty to make any Motion on this 
Head, but intirely ſubmit it to Gentlemen's Conſideration.” = 
Alterman Willimot anſwered in Subſtance as follows; | 


Sir, b ' | \ L a” 4 , 
I ink the Petitioners ought to have Liberty to be Alderman Wilmer, 
heard, not only by themſelves and Counſel ; but if it were | 
roſſible that we could indulge them in other Advan i 
ooght to do it. To talk of working upon Paſſions . -Can 


ny Man's Paſſions be wound up to a greater Height, can any 3 
Man's Indignation be more raiſed than every Rn- - — 
glichman's muſt be, when he reads a Letter which I received E. 


this Morning, and which I have now in my Hand. This Letter, 
Sir, gives an Account that ſeventy of our brave Sailors are 
now in Chains in Spain. Our Countrymen in r 
Slaves to Spaniards ! Is not this enough, Sir, to fire the Coldeſt ? 
[5 not this enough, Sir, to rouſe all the V of a na- 
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tional Reſentment ? ſhall we, Sir, fit debating a- . ? - 
bout Words and F while the Sufferings of our Coun- 4 
trymen call out loudly for Redreſs ?* -4 — referr'y of 

Ordered that the ſaid Petition be referred to the Conſider- ©» Committee of -V 
ation of a Committee of the whole Houſe, and that it be an 1 Houle 
Inſtruction to the ſaid Committee that they do admit the ſaid 5 
Petitioners to be heard, if they think fit, by themſelves or - 


Counſel, before the ſaid Committee. : k 

Mr. Coſter, one of the Members for Briſtol, then pre- Mr Cotter. - 
ſented to the Houſe a Petition of the Maſter, Wardens, Aſ. 4 from 1 
ſiſtants, and Commonalty of the Society of Merchant - Ad- Ds l 


= 


and that, notwithſtanding the Reſolutions of thi 
and his Majeſty's moſt gracious Endeavours to- 
Subjects juſt and reaſonable Satisfaction, yet 


Seal, and the ſame was ready ſetting forth, that for 4 
ſome Years paſt, the Britiſh Trade and Navigation, to . 
and from the Britiſh Colonies and Plantations in America, 33 
hath been greatly interrupted and expoſed to the continual 3 
Inſults and Depredations of the Spaniatds in thoſe Seas, 4 
where they have taken and made Prizes of great Numbers of + i 
Britiſh Ships and Veſſels, in their P to and from the | '.4 
laid Colonies and Plantations (ſeveral of which did belong * 
to this Port) to the great Damage of his Majeſty's Subjects; E 
whereby the ſaid valuable Trade is in Danger of being loſt ; 43 

# 


ö 


; 


ſill continue their Depredations, and have lately and 
plundered ſeveral Ships and Veſſels, i and 
other Britiſh Ports, and have treated ſuch as into 
their Manner; and 


Jands, in a very cruel and barbarous 


f 


, 


Anno 11 - therefore praying the Conſideration of the Houſe, and c 
— timely and adequate Remedy in the Premiſes, As. ty by 
| Houſe ſhall ſeem fit, 


Order'd to 


referr'd 
Commi 


7 


s | 


Petition of 
ers of the 
Galley. 


de 
to the 
ittee. 


the Own- 


Ann 
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Ordered, That the ſaid Petition be referred to the Cu 
deration of the Committee of the whole Houſe, to whom th 
Petition of divers Merchants, Planters, and others, trading 
to, and intereſted in, the Britiſh Plantations in America, 
Behalf of themſelves and many others, is referred. _ 

Ordered, That it be an Inſtruction to the faid ; 
that they, do admit the Petitioners to be heard, if they think 
fit, by themſelves or Counſel, before the ſaid Committee, 

Next was preſented a Petition of Samuel Bonham, Chiifs 
pher Aſtley, Benjamin Weal, and Joſeph Crowcher, Ones 
of the Ship Ann Galley, Joſeph Spackman Maſter, Burthn 
one hundred and thirty Tons, or thereabouts, on Behalf d 
themſelves, and the Mariners, and Seamen of the fat 
Ship, and the ſame was read; ſetting forth, that the 
Petitioners on the 4th of December 1728, and ſince, hay 
delivered to his Grace the Duke of Newcaſtle, one of ts 
Majeſty's principal Secretaries of State, ſeven Memorials a 
Petitions addreſſed to his Majeſty, and {four others delinem 
at the Council-Board, each Memogfal and Petition ſetting 
forth the great Loſs and Damage, the Petitioners have nM... 
ceived by the unjuſt Capture and Seizure of their Ship An 
Galley and her Cargo by the Spaniards on the 13th of Jax 
1728, in her Way from Guinea to Jamaica, after the Paci 
cation between the Crowns of Great Britain and Spain n 
not only agreed on, but notified to the reſpective Govens 
ments in the Weſt Indies, the ſame being notified at Jamaia 


the 3d of June, and at Carthagena, in New Spain, the 100 one 


of the ſame Month; and the Value of the ſaid Ship and Ca-W. 
go, with the Freight, &c. hath been atteſted on the Oath. 
of the Maſter and ſeveral of the Officers and People belong: x 
ing to the ſaid Ship Ann Galley, when taken by the Sps 
niards, to be worth 10,5001, Sterling, and upwards, beſd on 
the Loſs of Intereſt for that Sum to this Time, being up- 
wards of nine Years ; in all which Memorials and Petition, 
the Petitioners moſt humbly beſought his Majeſty's Favour, 
Intereſt, and Protection, in recovering their Loſs and D 
mage from the Spaniards ; yet that, 1 
Majeſty's in endeayouring, by all peaceable Wap 
and Methods, to obtain Satisfaction for ſuch their Loſs and 
Damage, it plainly appears to the Petitioners, that thoſe Ce 
dulas are no more than Deluſions and Shews of Juſtice ; for 
his Majeſty hath been graciouſly pleaſed to iend ſeveral 

of War-from Jamaica to demand Reſtitution at St. 
Cuba, and by his Miniſter Benjamin Keene, Eſq; at tte 
Court of Spain, hath made Demand of the ſaid Ship and 


(103) nh 3 - 
oo. or the Value thereof, and hath obtained ſeveral Or- —_ = 
>.ntinho, to his Governor and Royal Officers at St. Jago de 
uba, one dated at Seville the 28th of December 1730, one | 
ted the 23d of February 1733, wherein his Catholick 5 
lajeſty allows the Ship to be an unjuſt Capture, and orders _ 
iis Governor, &c to cauſe immediate Reſtitution to be made, 3 
vithout making any Reply to thoſe Orders; and that, not- 4 
vithſtanding all this, and contrary, as the Petitioners appre- ; 
end, to the ſecond ſeparate Article of the Treaty of Seville, X 
nd thoſe made by his Majeſty's Royal Predeceſſors, and par- | 
icularly the fourteenth Article of the Treaty of 1670, between 7 ; 
ngland and Spain, and confirmed by the other Treaties, p25 a 
articularly that of Utrecht in the Year 1713, by which | —4 

8 


urteenth Article it is ſtipulated, that, if Juſtice is denied, or 
nreaſonably delayed, it ſhall be lawful for that King, whoſe 
ubjects have ſuffered, to take any Rules and Methods accord- 
g to the Law of Nations, until Reparation be made to the 
ufcrers ; notwithſtanding his Majeſty's Goodneſs, no Satis- 
ction could be obtained; and that therefore on the 17th of 
anuary 1733-4, the Petitioners again addreſſed his M. jeſty 
Council, ſetting forth the Hardneſs of their Caſe ; and 
dat his Majeſty, by the Advice of his Council, the 21ſt of 
ebryary 1733-4, did fignify his Royal Pleaſure to his Mi- 
iſter at the Court of Spain, that he, in his Majeſty's Name, 
reſent to the Catholick King, that his Majeſty looks upon 
imſelf as obliged, by his Failure of Juftice in the Welt In- | 
bes to his Majeſty's Subjects, to inſiſt, that the Catholick 4 
ing do forthwith cauſe Reparation to be made to the Peti- / 
oners for their Loſs and Damage; on which another Order ; 
is forwarded to St. Jago de Cuba, to the Governor and 
oyal Officers, to make full Reſtitution for the ſaid Loſs and 
Jamage ; by which the Factors of the Petitioners, about 
ne 1734, received out of the Royal Cheſt at St. Jago, two 
louſand three hundred and fixty Pieces of Eight, and two 
egro Men, the Value of which doth not exceed 531 l. Ster- 
dg; and that the Petitioners finding that nothing more is ever 
be expected out of the Weſt-Indies (after nine Years Sol- 
tation and Expence) as appears by their ſeveral Letters, 
e Copies of which have from Time to Time, as they came 
Hand, been ſent and delivered at the Council Office, and 
the 2 of his Grace the Duke of —— * there 
re, his Majeſty was graciouſly pleaſed to lay the ſeve - 
Memorials and Petitions relating 2 unhappy Capture 
ore the Houſe, the Petitioners on the 24th of March 
36-7, brought their Petition into this Houſe, which was 
ad, and on a Motion made, was ordered to lie on the Ta- 
; but that they have neither received, nor have * 


„ 
nen bable Expectations to receive, from old ar 
CR ther Satis faction, than as before = 0 Ir New for 
4 great Loſs, which is too ſevere and heavy for hem tk 
— is attended with this vati tan 
that the King of Spain hath a „ that 
unjuſt, and hath ordered Sati Aion to be made, ade, ba 
Place, where Experience ſhews, by repeated Demands af 
Endeavours, it cannot be — . ; and therefore 
the Houſe to take this their unhappy Caſe into Cann 
and grant them __ as to ing | 
meet. 

Referrd tothe Ordered, That the ſaid Petition be ebene | 

— deration of the Committee of the whole Houſe, to-whom4 
Petition of divers Merchants, Planters, and others trading 
and intereſted in the Britiſh Plantations' in America, dn 
half of themſelves and many others, is referred. _ _ ; 

Ordered, That it be an Ipftruction to the ſaid Commit 

that they do admit the Petitioners to be heard, if d 
think fit, by themſelves or Council, before the ſaid C 
, mittee. 
Petition of the Own- Then was preſented a Petition of Edmund Saunders, 
Sen ry Tongue, and Richard Farr, of the LL of Briſtol, Me 
chants, in Behalf of themſelves, Henry L 
Inſurers, Maſter, and Mariners of the Ship ——_— ae 
of Briſtol, Burthen one hundred and — Tons, when 
Story King was Maſter, and the ſame was ma 
ſetting forth, that on the 20th of May 1729, (wi 
was almoſt a whole Year after the Paci between 
Crowns of Great Britain and Spain being not only agreed 
on, but notified to the reſpective Governments in the Vi 
Indies) their ſaid Ship, proceeding on her Voyage from @ 
nea, by the Way of Barbadoes, to Jamaica, ns 
the Coaſt of Hiſpaniola, fix Leagues out at Sea, by as 
Guarda la Cofta, and, as the Petitioners preſume, e 
to the Law of Nations and Treaties then ſu and 
Ship and Cargo carried into St. Domingo, and 
demned as Prize; the Value of which, with Freight, 
when taken, as atteſted upon Oath by — 
10,664. 1. Sterling, and upwards, beſides the be 
for near nine Years; and that Admiral. Stewart, whel 
was Commander in Chief of his —_— s. Ships of War 
tioned at Jamaica, on Notice of taking of the ſaid Ship 
„ ſent his Majeſty's Ship the Tri to St. Doming 
demand Reſtitution ; ; but that the Commander of hero 
for Anſwer, that the Ship and Cargo had been © 
by the Audience, and there could be no Redreſs, ole 
tained in old Spain ; and that the Petitioners, having 
Application to his Majeſty by Petition in November ! 


made Application to them, as Well as to 
— — 


| of 
iving any Satis faction ; and ng I praying the Houſe, 
> the Meaſares ' hitherto purſued have proved ine ffectual. 
> take the Premiſes into farthet Conſideration, and grane 
h Relief, as to the Houſe ſhatl Sem meet, and that the 
citing way be heard = erent and Counſel. there- 
pon, 
Ordered, That the aid. Position be referred 29 the Conſi- Refert\d to Oh . 
ration of che Committee of the whole Houſe, to whom <9 þ 
renne Planters, and others, trad- 
x to, and intereſted in, the Britiſſr Flantations in Ame- 
* Behalf nne —— — is re- 
7 rr 192 Op! 2 
Ordered, That it be an Inſtruction to Kid Committee, 
at they do admit the Petitioers'to be heard, if they 
2 fit, by themſelves or Counſel, ha the faid Com- 
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Free 

„We have now before us gin Affalr, in-which, do it 1 
licited by the Merchants only bf - one Denomination, yet 
cre is not a Merchant in Great Britain who, in ſome De- 

ee or other, may not be Rid to be cotiterned. | It is not, 

t, as has been ſu „an impotent Clamaur of a few 
nugglers, whoſe Mects ve been juſtly ſequeſtered for 
ming on an illicit Tradez- but an humble und a juſt Re- 
Vor. V. P mon. 


Ai W E 
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* 


me to give my Judgment of the Affair till L have heir th 


proved, Sir, which 1 think we have too — 
expect, I cannot help ſaying, that I thin But Minily 
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would wrong the Honour and Juſtice of this Hane, Sir, y 
ſuſpect, that if the Petitioners prove the 1ong con, 
tained in their ſeveral Petitions, they ſhall not receive al 
the Relief that it is in our Power to give. |Buty Sir, then 
are other Places where an effectual Redreſs for theit In 
muſt be ſolicited. I ſhall not, Sir, go about ttf ena 
one before I am certain that the Allegations exhibited in the 
Petitions are true; but one Petition that has been now read 
makes a very extraordinary Impreſſion upon me. The N 
titioners, Sir, pretend that the King of Spain s Omen i 
America have dared to diſobey the moſt puſitive O 
obtained from their Maſter at his Majeſty's Inſtancen M one 
any Getleman, Sir, imagine, that the Spaniſh-Officets du 
have acted in this Manner without the Connivance of tk 
Court? or that their Court would have preſimed to triſie ive 
ſuch a Manner with any Miniftry, but ant which de 
thought wanted either * x ination to reſent ſuc 
Treatment? As I faid before, Sit, IL ſhalb mat take:wa 


Allegations in this Petition madecout. If they canndt 
made out, Sir, I think the Petitioners de ſerve the Cenſum i de. 
this Houſe for fo $ an Impaſition. But it they 

0 


have been guilty of a ſcandalous Breach: of Duty, and Ute 
moſt infamous Puſillanimity. In the mean Times Gir, r 
the Affair itſelf has on all Sides been conſeſſed of ichen 
greateſt Importance, and it j that een 


Gentleman, who has the Honour tu fit in this Houſeꝝ aaf o. 
be preſent while it is in Agitation, I think, Sir we 5 


to ſubject every one, who is abſent withnut indiſpeni Ir, | 


Moves for a Call of Neceſſity, to the ſevereſt Cenſur we can inflict: Theteſo om 


the Houſe on the 
I6th Inſtant. 


* 
— 


humbly move, chat the Houſe be called over on the 1664 


this Mont. rn: dot to toes N N nif 
The honourable Henry Pelham, Eſq; ++ ob vo 1 
A Sir, 142 f (5,03 A . Nl vo N cle; 

I do not rife up to oppoſe, but to ſecond the honounl * 


Mr. Pelham. 


* 


» 


Gentleman's Motion; and, Sir, as he has been pleaſed 
ive us his Thoughts upon this Affair as it now appen! 
im, I hope I may be ind in the ſame Liberty. I ooaſe 

a Liberty, Sir, which I ſhould not have asked, wette 


apprehenſive, that if ſomethitg is not ſaid/with reg 


* 


*, 


what fell from the; honourable Gentleman, it mig Da 
much anticipate the Judgment which Gentlemen: may” 1 Aft 
upon the preſent Affair. I, have, Sir, heard of dhe e 
hich dhe honourable Gentleman bas hinted aty 8 
2 F . 

4 + | * . 


| 
| 


Ire 


dae doubt of the Truth of the Allegations contained in the 
ron. But, Sir, ſuppoſing; them true, hon, do they af- 
vir, aa the Characters of thoſe concerned in the Miniſtry? Muſt 


7 


King of Spain, or bis Britiſh Majeſty's Miniſters be an- 
erable for tne Conduct of their Governors in America, 
nd for every wrong Conſtrucłion which theſe Governors, 
nay make gf the Orders they receive from their Principals ? 
t appears upon the Face of one of the Petitions, chat our 

inittry were as active as Men could be in demanding Satis- 


ive il 


then 


34: 


read WE: ion for the Petitioners. If their Inſtances had not the 
be Pefired Effect, the Blame cannot be laid at their Door ; for 

oon the delaying of Juſtice, one of theſe two Ways muſt 

ae been taken: They muſt either have acted as they have 

ere, or declared Hoſtilities muſt; have commenced betwixt * 
e two Crowns. Now, Sir, I believe, the Gentlemen who 

e fo much of entering on this Affair with Vigour, would 

rifle ve been cautious, had they been Miniſters, of engagin 

* they a War upon the Tranſaction of a ſingle Governor or Of- 


cer, contrary to the Will and Intention of his Sovereign. 
f upon the Repreſentations that were made by his Majeſty's 
iniſters at the Court of Spain, the Spaniſh Miniſters had 
afwered that the Capture was juſt, and they were reſolyed 
o ſeize all other Britiſh Ships, trading in the ſame Manner: 
his, Sir, being looked upon as the Senſe of their Court, 
night have afforded very good Grounds for a Rupture. But 
appears, Sir, from the Petition, that the Thing was 
uite otherwiſe, and that the Miniſtry- were only blameable 
vr not attacking the Court of Spain, becauſe his Officers 
ither did not underſtand, or would not obey his Orders. 
agree with the honourable Gentleman, as to the Neceſſity 
f our making a ſtrict Enquiry, into this Affair; and I 

ink the Motion he has made is highly reaſonable. But, 
ir, I believe that Enquiry will produce a different Effect 
rom what is expected by the honourable Gentleman, I 
ve Reaſon, Sir, to be confident, that it is the Intereſt of the 
iniſtry we ſhould examine the Allegations contained in 
eſe Petitions 3 for I am perſuaded, that thereby they muſt 
cleared from every Imputation of acting either a cowardly 
a negligent Part; and let the Blame fall where it will, I 
re ſay it cannot juſtly fall upon them.” 


ouſe was put off when the Day appointed came, becauſe it 
5 rightly judged, that when the Call was over, many Mem- 
rs would drop off; whereas, if it was delayed from Day 
d Day, it would be a Method to detain them in Town. 

After diſpatching ſome private Bills, Sir John Barrnard 
ke to the following Purpoſe: 
P 2 dir, 


1＋4eÄeEͤ - & 
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Upon this the Motion was agreed to; but the Call of the Motion agreed to. 


Sir, | F 38; 6 $i "pr 
preſented to us have been ſo Gin 

whole | tu 

' ſe 

for 

vances ate of a foreign Nature, as they ate Qrievanekewhich 2 
have been long complained of, and as they are,:Grievand hen 
our Government, we know, have endeavoured to n bes 


dreſſed, have applied to the proper Court ſor that 
I muſt be of Opinion, that we cannot examine thor " FT: 
we ought to do, into this Affair, without having 2 


the whole Thread of that long Negotiation whieh/has bu 
carried on with the Court of Spain, for obtaining Redreh i Lig 
an amicable and peacable Mariner. e it 
The Abuſes complaitied of by the Petitions now bemm WM ;» | 
us are, I muſt ſay, Sir, of a' moſt extraordinary Naum «++ 
They are ſuch as the moſt pitiful Prince in the World woll or 
not ſuffer from the moſt powerful, without taking che u ole: 
Opportunity for ſhewing his Refentment. By theſe Peritio WW bat 
we are told, that the Spaniards have not only feizet} our 8b Sid. 
with their Effects, in a moſt arbitrary Manner; but that thy WW pre 
have inhumanly treated our Seamen, Nay, we are W the 
that with reſpect to one Ship in particular, though M for 
Court of Spain itſelf has acknowledged her Being wr Wl «rt 
fully and injuriouſly ſeized, yet they have hitherto refuſed u jc: 
delayed making any proper Reparation, notwithſtatding u w. 
being now almoſt ten Years ſinte the Ship was ſeized, av Mi: 
near eight Years ſince the Court of Spain itſelf acknosle cat. 


the Injuſtice of the Seizure. „bee 

* But why ſhould I talk, Sir, of what has been done ei 
or ten Years ago, or but lately? Theſe Inſults and Abu 
have been continued, I may ſay without Interruption, en 


ſince his late Majeſty's Acceſſion to the Crown, which «a thi: 
near twenty-four Years fince. This is not the firſt Time uu wit 
our Merchants have been obliged to ſue to this Honſe WINW the 
Redreſs in this Affair. In the Yeat 1728 we may eme thi: 
ber that Application was made to this Houſe, apainſt us 
many unjuſt Seizures and Depredations, that had, fot ferenY and 
Years preceding, been committed by the Spaniards in An" by 
rica upon his Majeſty's Subjects, whilt they were carrying" ſuc] 
their fair and lawful Trade in thoſe Parts; and upon WW and 
Application, this Houſe came then to a Refolution, © TWIN it c 
from the Peace of Utrecht in 1/714 to that Time, the Bol Pro 
© Trade — Navigation to and from the ſeveral 7 - — 
* nies in America, had been greatly interrupted by the Wh 
* nual Depredations of the — hd had ſeized an 
valuable Effects, and unjuſtly taken and made Prize of g2 ct 


Numbers of Britiſh Ships and Veſſels, in thoſe Party wi, 
8 
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ęreat Loſs and Damage of the Subjects of this 
in manifeſt Violation of the Treaties ſubſiſting between the 
two Crowns: Upon which Reſolution an Addreſs was pre- 
« (ented to his Majeſty,” Beſeeching him to aſe his Endeavour 
for obtaining Satisfaction and ity for out Merchants. 
But what was the Conſequence ? The iards not only re- 
faſed Satisfaction, but continued their Depredations; and 
therefore a new Application was made to this Houſe, and a 
new Addreſs preſented to his Majeſty by this Houſe, in the 
Year 1730, which muſt now appear to have had as little 
Effect as the former, if the Facts in the Petitions 
dow be fore us ſhall, upon Examination, be found true. 
Aſter w_ thus ſtated the Caſe in its proper and true 
Light, I muſt take notice, Sir, that when we go intoa Com- 
mittee upon this Aﬀair, the firſt Thing we enquire into, is, 
to know whether the Facts, as repreſented in the Petitions, 
are true; for which Purpoſe we muſt examine the Peti- 
tioners, and ſuch Witneſſes, or other Vouchers, as ſhall 
pleaſe to bring or lay before us. This we muſt certainly do; 
but when we have done this, we ſhall have beard only one 
Side of the Queſtion 3 for, ſurely the Spaniards have ſome 
Pretence for what they have done, of ſomething to ſay in 
their own Vindication, As there is no War, nor has 
for ſeveral Years, between the two Nations, they would not 
certainly have ſeized any one Ship belonging to Britiſh Sub- 
jets, without ſome Pretence for ſo doing; and from the 
Wiſdom, the Penetration, and the Courage of our preſent 
Miniſters, I muſt conclude, that thoſe Pretences were ſuch as 
eattied ſome Shew or Colour of Reaſon ; becauſe if it had 
been otherwiſe, I am convinced, our Miniſters would have 
adviſed declaring War againſt them long before this Time. 
Theſe Pretences therefore we muſt examine into, before we 
can come to any proper or juſt Reſolutions with reſpett to 
this Affair; and theſe Pretences we cannot examine into 
without having before us all the Letters, Memorials, and o- 
phy that have paſſed between the two Courts upon 
this Subject. / 
If the Facts ſet forth in the Petitions be found to be true, 
and exactly as repreſented z and if the Pretences made uſe of 
by the Spaniards for treating our Merchants and Seamen in 
ſuch a thieviſh and barbarous Manner, be found to be frivolous 
and groundleſs; the nextThing we are to inquire into, is, how 
it comes that no Satisfaction has yet been obtained, and what 
Proſpet we now have of obtaining Satisfaction? For in ſuch 
Caſes there are but three Ways of obtaining Satisfaction, 
Which are, either by Negociation, by declaring War, or by 
a middle Way between theſe two, I mean that of granting 
Letters of Marque or Repriſal to fuch of our Subjects —_ 
| R 
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n. n been injured. The firſt we have certainly tried ; and if 
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ſhould be now in ſuch Forwardneſs as that a proper Satisfadting 
may, in all Probability, be ſoon expected, I ſhould be again 
this Houſe's coming to any Reſolution at preſent; let i 
might diſturb or interrupt the Courſe of that Negotiation; ar. 
but this we cannot enquire into, without having 0 
thoſe Letters, Memorials, and other Papers, that have lauch 
or indeed thoſe that have laſt paſſed between the two C 
upon this Subject. In this Caſe, I fay, Sir, I ſhould ber 
gainſt our coming to any preſent Reſolution ; but if it ſoui 0 
appear, that we have now no Hopes of obtaining Satin 
tion or Security in a peaceable Manner, I muſt-think it would cha 
be very proper for us to inquire into what Proſpect we ever 
Had of obtaining Redreſs by Way of Negotiation 3 for con: 
fidering that our Negotiations for this Purpoſe have conti ey 
nued, or at leaſt ought to have continued, for above thes ef 
twenty Years, I cannot but be of Opinion, that we u lem 
been bamboozled with fair Promiſes ; and in that Caſe 1 hat 
not know but it may be thought proper to inquire into the den 
Nature of thoſe Promiſes, in order to know whether they or 
were ſuch as a prudent Man ought to have depended on; gi. 
cauſe if they were of ſuch a Nature, or fo often broken, 1 
that no prudent Man would have depended on them, I an 
ſure it ought to ſtir up the Reſentment of this Nation again chin 
ſome other Perſons, as well as againſt the Spaniards, ' | Th fe 
Iikewiſe is a Piece of Knowledge which we cannot come at Wien 
without having before us all thoſe Letters, Memorials, on 
other Papers, that have paſſed between the two Courts, tf ent 
lating to = Depredations, Inſults, and Cruelties now . Fait 
lained of. | | | ; 
: © I think I have now ſhewn, Sir, that we cannot ſeriouſly 
and thoroughly examine into theGrievances — 
the Petitions now before us, or come to any proper 
tions for — Redreſs, without having before "bs the nen 
whole Thread of the Negotiation between Spain and us, *. 
lating to the Depredations committed by the Subjects of Spain d 
upon thoſe of Great-Britain ; but before I make any Ms pu 
tion for this Purpoſe, I muſt beg leave to obſerve, that ths hat 
very Affair has. occaſidned many Complaints among out 
People, not only againſt the Spaniards, but againſt our p 
ſent Adminiſtration. Thoſe Merchants and Seamen who de! 
have been plundered and abuſed, and have been at ſo mud cake 
Trouble, and fo great an Expence of Time and Money, Mme 
applying for Redreſs both at the Court of Great Britain, and, af 
by Encouragement and Recommendation from thence, at tw n to 
Court of Spain, are apt to think, that both the Honour an« WW* 
Intereſt of their Country lie neglected and forgot. Nay, 
this Opinion prevails too much, not only among thoſe "= 


* 
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f they the Sufferers, but alſo aiboug their Friends and Apquaie- Ob. 
gaind read of theſe often- -repeated. — This Opinion 3 ' 
eft it at only renders our People diſcontented with our Admini- | 
ion gration, but, what is of much worſe Conſequence, it . may 
e ender our People diſaffected towards his Majeſty and his i 
ates WW uftrious Family; and it muſt be confeſſed, that — — 
Yu ho are no way acquainted with the Seerets of our publick 7 


Tranſactions for ſeveral Vears paſt, do not well know. what 
to ſay to thoſe who thus complain, or how to make an Excuſe 
for the many Loſſes, Dilappointments, and Deb our Mer- 
— have met with; . ; 

This Inability. which moſt Gentlemen in che Kingdom 
are under, muſt be a real Grief to all thoſe who have a true 
for his ory or fox the 3 — This, —— 


T 
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tion, all ther? I Ren all converted into juſt Ke 


entment againſt the Shuffling, and A 
Faith, which the Spaniards af wk ilty of. This, Les. 


Ir, will hope, be — alaaw.,. 2 theſe Pa- 

pers laid before us; but whatever may be A ATA 

with reſpect to thoſe who have been entruſted with 

uſtration, I am ſure every Gentleman will ſee, an 

ence will be able to.convince others, that his Majeſty has all 

along acted the moſt ,prudent Part, according to the Inſor- 

nation he has had from Time to Time; which will of 
ſe remove every Ground of Diſaffection; and this, i 1 

what, I am ſure, the Majority of this Houſe, have chi 

dot vlely, at Heart, for the Majority of this Houſe will, 

pe; always have a E 8 ay for 83 


te | Aer of their Save 
ale cho a Apr yr? TI — 2 orat 


* In full Confidence of this, Sir I preſume the Motion I 
am to make will be unanimoully agreed bs and, — 1 
3 M0000 e. but move: ig 1 
n 1 1 la Wau as tow . 1 
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1 That an humble 1 1 ee 


either of his Nagy principal acer SER 


Midſummer laſt; together with Copies, or Extrafts'of Gd 
CN or Repreſencations, as had been made either wth 
Spain or his Miniſters; and the Anfwers 
9 to the ſame; and together with Copies, | 
of the Letters written to his Majeſty" s Miniſter” at M 
with the Anbwers received from him bm, Pp 
edations.“ | 
Peer his Motion being ſeconded by Mfr. — 
ue Walpole roſe, . 
7, 

I do not fend up to oppoſe the honourable Gendaw 
Motion, becauſe there are many Papers have paſſed be 
the Courts of Great-Britain and Spain, relating t-tha6d. 
je& of Complaint now before you, which it may be progy 
for the Committee to ſee; but there are 5. — 
which you ought not as yet to call for 3 and thereſers I ad 
think the Motion rather too general and extenfivey tor 
we have a full and unlimited Power of addte fing ſut , 
we may chink proper, yet n 
Thing but what the Crown may probably —— pre\ 
with, ie yay Wn en it n 


TER Tes fl de cqmmot be pen. Sir, that 183 
Odjection, on my on particular Account, 8 
for any Letters, Memorials, or other 
A 
Miniſter at that Court, nor can it be aid that I ue 
kast Influence on any of their Couneils; and cherer! 

cannot be made to anſwer for any Step they have been pf 
to take, relating to the Thing now befare . If Ae 
the leaft Influence on any of their Oouncils, Tum fn* 
[would have adviſed chem, even for their own Sad 1 but 
obſerved a very different Sort of Condutt with epo wits 


Nation. In my Opinion, if the Spaniards worte g. rity 
prudent Conneils, of their « Aﬀairs went , bet 
Management of thoſe who had nothing elſe in View Agne 


true Intereſt of that Kingdom, they would find it 1 
-their Intereſt to avoid Picking Quarrels with us, as "ib 
Intereſt to avoid picking any Py ps. chem. = 
would have long ſince — and they may probably at 
End, to their Coſt, that their own Prone, Fil hg 
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tree, Peace with England, and War with all the World 
i beſides.” This has long ago become a Sort of Proverb in 
the Spaniſh Language, and will always be found to be a juſt 
and a prudent Maxim. for it is the Intereſt of both Nations 
to be well with one another; but Nations have often the 


in View than the Intereſt of that Country they govern.” 

« For this Reaſon, Sir, every Gentleman muſt allow, 
that a War with Spain ought to be ayoided if poſſible; and 
as his Majeſty has not as yet told us, that he has given over all 
Hopes of obtaining Redreſs by Negociation, we ought to 
take no Step, nor call for agy Paper, that may render inef- 
ſectual, or perhaps put an intire Stop to all future Negocia- 
tion. We cannot ſuppoſe that any Step taken by this 
Houſe, or any Paper laid before us, can be kept a Secret, 
becauſe there are generally great Numbers of Perſoris pre- 
ſent, beſides thoſe who have a Right to be here. This, I 
fay, can never be ſuppoſed ; and therefore it has always 
been obſerved as a Rule in our Proceedings, never to call 
for any Paper relating to an Affair then in Agitation. The 
laſt Memorial or Anſwer from Spain is a Paper of this 
Nature: It arrived but on Saturday laſt; and, I believe, I 
may venture to acquaint the Houſe, that it is far from being 
ſatisfactory; but if kept private, and no violent Meaſures 
taken in the mean Time, it may be explained ſo as to render 


it ſatisfactory, by which means an open Rupture will be 
on a prevented : Whereas, if it ſhould be laid before this Houſe, 
of wit may inflame the Nation, or even this Houſe, ſo much, as 
s hurry us into ſome violent Meafures; and even ſuppoſe 
eve ſhould be able to govern eur Reſentment, ' yet the 


rendering it publick, which would certainly be the Conſe- 
quence of laying it before us, might make the Court of Spain 
think their Honour concerned in adhering peremptorily to 
the Terms of this Anſwer, without giving fuch Explana- 


Misfortune to be fron by thoſe, who have nothing leſs 


tions as they might otherwiſe in prudence be induced to give; 
* I ſhall moſt readily agree, Sir, that our Merchants and 
Seamen have been often treated moſt unjuſtly and moſt in- 
humanly by the Spaniſh Guarda Coſtas, and that both the 
Honour and Intereſt of the Nation are deeply concerned in 
obtaining Reparation for paſt Injuries, and a proper Secu- 
rity againſt being expoſed to any ſuch in Time to come; 
but we certainly ought not to have Recourſe to Arms as long 
© there is any Pro pe& of obtaining Redreſs in a peaceable 
Manner. Tt is without Doubt a very popular Way of arguing, 
to talk highly of the Honour, the Courage, and the ſuperior 
Power of this Nation; and, I believe, I have as an Opi- 
mon of the Honour, Courage, and Power of this Nation, as 
ay Man can, or ought to have; but other Nations muſt be 
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airs n ges u. ſuppoſed to have Honour as well 45 we, and l Nat 4 


1 
erally have a great Opinion of their Courape, and Pow 
we ” ſhould £1 * an open Rupt * ‚ 8 
we might in all Probability have the Ad) ei ac 
Victory and Succeſs do not always attend upon that Sig 
which ſeems to be the moſt powerful; therefore zu ops i 
Rupture, or declared War, between two potenit Nati em 
mult always be allowed to be an Affair of the utmoſt 
tance fo both ; and as this may be the Jagen of on 
preſent Deliberations, we ought to proceed. with great Cod: Wow: 
neſs, and with the utmoſt Caution. „ 
Prudence and Puſillanimity, Sir, are two Words which a 
eaſily underſtood in private Life; but in publick Life, 'and a WW he 
national Affairs, it is not ſo eaſy to form proper Ideas for the 
two Words, and to determine the exact Boundaries betwed 
them. If a private Man ſhould think his Honour injured 
he may, he ought to reſent it immediately; becauſe, ak 
has nothing but his own Life to loſe, his own, Pinion i; 
ood and a ſufficient Reaſon for putting it to che Venti Pere 
t in national Quarrels the Lives of many "Thouſands et 
concerned; and thoſe who are to deliberate and deterinine i 
what Manner, or how ſoon, an Inguey e Ne offi! 
are generally thoſe whoſe Lives, in Caſe of a Rupture, wil cal 
be the laſt of being brought into bus For this Reaſon, here 
they ought not to depend ſo much on their own” Opinion ; mx 
ought they, to inſiſt upon ſuch PunRilio's as may be inne 
on in private Life. They ought to conſitler the Cirgumitanca 


of both Nations, and they ought to weigh thoroughly the WG 


* 


probable Conſequences; for it may ſometimes be the Inte 


of a Nation to pocket an Affront, or at leaſt to defer ther ec 


* . 
* 


Reſentment, till they find a more proper Opportu 
taking Vengeance, This is what we cannot be confpeten 
Judges of, even though we had all the Papers now more BP 
for before us ; becauſe from them we could not Re ires 
ſtand with reſpect to the other Powers of Europe. . WM. 
could not from thence&now, but that our coming to ati in» 4 
mediate Rupture with Spain might unite ſeveral Pe 
againſt us ; and, in that Gale, ſurely, it would be Madich 
in us to call for any Paper, or to make any Step, which mig 
haſten that Rupture. mas een 
From this Conſideration it muſt appear, Sir, that en 
with reſpect to a Nation, whoſe Friendſhip we have no Rev 
ſon to be fond of, it may not at all Times be proper to ſhe 
an immediate Reſentment 3 but with reſpe&_ to a, Nato m 
whoſe Friendſhip we have Reaſan to be fond of, and not an 
ly a Nation we ought to endeavour to be well with, bat like - 
wiſe a Nation whole real Inteteſt it is to cultivate a Friend 0 
ſhip wich us, we certainly ought not to be quick in * 


ity e 
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ur Reſentment, upon every 95 * may hap- Ame , Geo. u. 


Aa en between us, If ſuch a Nation ſhould be hurried into IA» 
on, rong Meaſures with reſpect to us, either by the particular 
Span ircumſtances they happen to be in, or perhaps, —— 
eacherous Councils, there may be many Reaſons our 
ing to ſne 2 proper Reſentment; becauſe the Circum- 

| of ances they are in may alter, or they may come to be go- 
tion WWerned by more prudent or more upright Councils, in which 
mpop iſ they will, court a Reconciliation, and for that Purpoſe 
of ou ill be glad to make us all the Reparation they have in their 
Co over. This will certainly be the Caſe with Spain, as ſoon 

15 they begin to conſider ſeriouſly, and to purſue ſolely that 
ch an ich is the true Intereſt of the Spaniſh Nation in general. 
and rue preſent Miſunderſtandings between us, would then be 


ally and ſpeedily removed; whereas if we ſhould hurry our- 


wes Alves into a War with that Nation, the Violences, Rapines, 
ard od Mafficrees, which would be committed on both Sides, 
6 light eſtabliſh a Sort of national Enmity and Hatred between 
$7 e People of the two Kingdoms, which both Courts, if they 
nue; rere never ſo well inclined to each other, might find diffi. 
d& an WW ul: to remove for many Years after. 

ine n © For this Reaſon, Sir, we ought to avoid as much as 
ſented; donn ble coming to an open Rupture with that Nation in par- 
„M calar; and, therefore, I do not know any great Neceſſity 
cal, here is for our calling for any Papers; for I do not thiuk 
ne cen come to any Reſolution upon the preſent Occaſion, 
nale rcp: that of addreſſing his Majeſty to take thoſe Meaſures 
tance Which he may, in his great Wiſdom, think moſt prudent 
ly the nd neceſſary, for obtaining Redreſs to his injured Subjects. 
nterel hope no Gentleman will think, that this Houſe ought to 
then declare War againſt Spain, or that we ought to adviſe 


dis Majeſty to declare War, till he applies to us for our Ad- 
ice upon that Head. Such a Proceeding would not only 
e an Incroachment upon one of the moſt certain Preroga- 
ves of the Crown, but it would likewiſe be a Sign of great 
Raſtineſs and Imprudence; for no Man can prydently give 
us Advice for declaring War, without knowing the whole 
dyſtem of the Affairs of Europe as they ſtand at preſent, and 
low the ſeveral Potentates of Europe now ſtand affected to- 
rards one another. It is not the Power of Spain, and the 
ower of this Nation only, that we qught in ſuch a Caſe to 
onfider and compare : We ought likewiſe to know what 
Ales our Enemies may have, and what Afiſtance we may 
xpect from our Friends; neither of which we can know 
rom the Papers now moved to be called for, if they were all 
laid before us; therefore we muſt leave it entirely to his 
gel, to take the moſt t Meaſures for obtaining 

eels; and, when his Majeſty finds that no peaceable 
Qz Mea» 
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Meafures will prevail, he will without doubt apply to 
Houſe for Advice as well as Aſſiſtance; and; will then & 
tainly give the Houſe all the Information that may be 
ceſſary for giving us a full View of our Cireumſtances bun hi 
abroad and at home. - 45 CORE DENG 

From what I have ſaid, Sir, I hope Gentlemen will 

of Opinion, that we can come to no Reſolution upon Manne 
preſent Occaſion, but that of addreſſing his Majefty in mig 
the ſame Terms this Houſe has heretofore done upon a n ar 
Occaſion ; and this, I am convinced, every Gentleman yi 
think we may do, without having before us any of the Ay 
ſwers from the Court of Spain, eſpecially that which x 
rived only on Saturday laſt. There is, therefore, not ti 
leaſt Occaſion for our calling for that Paper; if we do, 
may have Reaſon to repent it; but, I am ſure we can new 
have Occaſion to repent our not calling for it; becauſe, w 
may hereafter have that, and every other Paper relating 
the Affair now in Hand, laid before us; and, if any of M 
Majeſty's Miniſters, either abroad or at home, have beeny 
blame, or have injured the Nation by their Ignorance & 
Neglect, or by any criminal Step, in the Courſe of the 
Negociations, it will then appear; and the Perſon guilty m ir 
be puniſhed according as the Houſe ſhall then ſee juſt; i 
no one of his Majeſty's Miniſters either does, or can expel 
to have his Failing ſkreened or concealed by a Britiſh Hou 
of Commons; I hope no one of them has any Occaſion i 
ſuch Skreening or Concealment. f | 


As for the Diſcontents that may be in the Nation, t n 
Account of the Depredations committed by the Spaniards, e 
cannot think that any of them are directed againſt the Admin» »' 
ſtration; I am ſure they cannot wich any Juſtice be ſo dia 
ed ; and therefore, I am convinced, that none of them ar tut 


ſo directed by any Perſon who is not diſaffected to Nis | 
jeſty, as well as diſcontented with the Adminiſtration. Moon 
I hope moſt of them are levelled where they ought only d 
be levelled; I mean againſt the Spaniards, who have ben 
guilty of, or have connived at, thoſe Depredations ; for em ut 
from the Papers we have already ſeen, I muſt be of Opinion Not 
that our Miniſters, both abroad and at home, have been 2 
as much Pains as it was poſſible for them to be at, and han 
uſed all proper Means for convincing the Court of Spaind 
their Error, and for prevailing with them to make full Ks 
paration, This, I ſay, I am convinced of from the Papen 
now upon our Table, which in my Opinion may furniſh ay 
willing Mind with Matter ſufficient, not only for vindicatiy 
his Majeſty's Government from any Aſperſion that may i 
caſt upon it by the Diſaffected, but alſo for vindicating tl 
Meaſures purſued by the Adminiſtration, - With _—_— 


@ i, L 
ho, for the Sake of ſpreading Diſaffection, are ready to im- 


\ his Government; yet I am ſure there is no Gentlemen 
ithin Doors, who will not be ready to vindicate it upon 
ery Occaſion ; but with reſpe& to the Adminiſtration, I 


well as without, who are not very willing towvindicate it up- 
n any Occaſion, and who upon moſt Occaſions are even un- 
illing to admit of thoſe Excuſes, which the Adminiſtration 
nay juſtly lay claim to. | 
As I do not oppoſe calling for any Papers, in which our 
\dwiniſtration can be ſuppoſed to have a Concern, I hope, 
what I have ſaid, Sir, will have the more Weight. If I 
poſed calling for any Papers that have been penned or ad- 
iled by any of our Miniſters, it might perhaps be ſuſpected 
at my Oppoſition proceeded from ſome ſelfiſh End, in 
der to prevent an Enquiry into my own Conduct, or into 
e Conduct of ſome of my Friends; but as I oppoſe callin 
or ſome of thoſe Papers only, which have been penned 


ition will be liable to any ſuch Suſpicion; I hope it will be 
bought, I have nothing but the Good of my Country in 
iew. I really think, and I proteſt I ſpeak it fincerely, I 
y, I really think it inconſiſtent with the Intereſt of the 
ation, to call for any Paper fo lately arrived, as the laſt 
Diſpatch which came from the Court of Spain to this Court. 
t may be attended with terrible Conſequences, not only in 
e Caſe now before us, but in many future Caſes, becauſe 
t will be a dangerous Precedent for all Time to come. Who 
xnows, Sir, ſhould we make a Precedent of this, but that a 
= Houſe of Commons * wy ed themſelves a Power 
df calling for Papers durin of a Negocia- 
non; — if this ſhould oy come to be our Caſe, I am ſure 
o foreign Prince or State will ever enter into any ſecret Nego- 
ation or Treaty with our Government, the Conſequences of 
which I ſhall leave to every Gentleman to form to himſelf a 
Notion of ; for they are beyond what I can pretend to expreſs. 
* Iam far from thinking, Sir, that a Negative ought to 
de put upon the Motion the honourable Gentleman has 
en pleaſed to make; but from what I have faid, I hope 
en he himſelf will be convinced, that his Motion ought to 
be confined, and that therefore he will agree to the Amend- 
ment I am to propoſe; for in the Affair now before us, it 
ill be a great Advantage to. the Nation, and therefore I 
iſh, that we may proceed in every Step with the greateſt 


hat thoſe Words which relate to the Anſwers 


may 


\is Majeſty's Government, tho? there are ſome without Doors Anno 
te the moſt caſual Misfortunes, to ſome Fault or Neglect 0 


annot ſay ſo much: I am afraid there are ſome within Doors 


wviſed by the Miniſters of Spain, I cannot think my Oppo- 


ncord and Unanimity. The Amendment I goon 1s, 
pain 
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„n c u. may be all left out; and in that Caſe the latter Part 
873738. Mction will run thus: Together with Copies or 4 
of ſuch Memorials or Repreſentations, as had been 


| « either to the King of Spain, or his Miniſters ; and y 
Letters written to his Majeſty's Miniſter at Madrid relainW:..- 
to the ſaid Depredations.” wee: * 
Mr. Pulteney ſpoke next. e 
=" "30g 
Kor. Pultency, © The Motion made by my honourable Friend aver | 3 
Way, is not only fo juſt in itſelf, but ſo much called. . 


for vindicating the Conduct of the honourable Gentem . c 
who ſpoke laſt, that I wonder to hear him oppoſe cala 
for any Papers, or any one Paper, that can be ſuppaled y 
have the leaſt Relation to the Subject of Complaint now m 
der our Conſideration. If I were ta adviſe him, and I \Mi 
| it with the utmoſt Sincerity, I would adviſe him, for his es 
Sake, as well as for the Sake of the Nation, to adviſe laying 
the Affair fully before the Parliament, in order to have the 
Advice of Parliament upon ſuch an important Ocm²uοf ann 
We have in this Kingdom ſeveral] Councils; we Meir 
1 a Privy Council; a Cabinet Council; and, for what ole 
: know, a more ſecret and leſs numerous Council ſtill, 
| which the other two are directed: But the Parliament is by 
b Majeſty's great and chief Council: It is the Council which 
| all Miniſters ought, both for their own Sakes and their Mz, 
ſters, to adviſe his Majeſty to conſult with, upon every Af 
fair of great Weight and Importance; for, from all ow 
Hiſtories we ſhall find, that thoſe Kings have been th 
moſt happy and glorious, who have = conſulted with 
their Parliaments ; and that thoſe Miniſters have always g ere 
through their Adminiſtration with the greateſt Eaſe and Aps 
plauſe, and have diveſted themſelyes of their Power with 
the greateſt Safety to themſelves, which ſeldom happens u 
any = thoſe who have adviſed their Mafters to depend chic 
upon the Advice of their Parliaments. Fi 
In our Privy Council, Sir, in our Cabinet Council, u 
in any more ſecret Council, if there be any ſuch, the he: 
nourable Gentleman may be ſuppoſed to have a Sway ; et. 
it may be even ſuſpected that he has, under his Majeſty, ts 
chief Direction of each; and therefore he may, ſome Ting 
hereafter, be made to anſwer for their Determipations ; but i 
cannot be ſuſpected that he has the Direction of either Ha 
of Parliament, nor are we to preſume that he has any ode 
Sway in this Houſe, but that which proceeds either from tas 
Solidity and RE of his Arguments, or from his ſuperior At 
of Perſuaſion : For which Reaſon be can neyer be made u 
anſwer for any Reſolution of Parliament, or for any doul; 
that is done purſuant to the Advice of Parliament, 028 


n 


f 
75 


dent; but more particularly in a Caſe ſuch as the preſent, 
here the moſt prudent Councils may not be always attended 
ith the wiſhed-for Succeſs. In ſuch Caſes, I fay, more 
articularly, he ought in common Prudence to chuſe and 
fre, that his Conduct ſhould proceed from the Advice and 
ge Reſolutions bf Parliament; becauſe, whatever may be 
ie Event, he cannot be made to anſwer for our Conduct, 
r can he be blamed even by thoſe who judge of Things 
y by the Event, which is the Caſe of the greateſt Part of 
lankind, in this as well as every other Country. 

I am very ſenſible, Sir, the honourable Gentleman is 
Miniſter in Spain; I believe he has but very little, if any 
rect Influence upon that Court; and I am ſorry it is fo, 
cauſe if he had any Power over their Councils, I find he 
ould have adviſed them to have acted in a very different 
anner towards us, and in a Manner more conſonant t- 
cir own Honour and Intereſt as well as ours: But yet 1 
ould not have him to depend ſo much upon his never being 
ought to anſwer for any of thoſe Memorials or Anſwers, 
at have been drawn up, or any of the Meaſures that have 
en purſued by the Court of Spain, becauſe both might, 
d, I believe, did "ou much depend upon the Memorials 
Repreſentations we ſent them, and the Meaſures we pur- 
ed; and if by any Fault or Miſtake in our Conduct, they 
zve been induced to ſend us wrong or evaſive Anſwers, or 
purſue Meaſures that were contrary to the Honour or the 
tereſt of this Nation, thoſe who were the Authors 
bviſers of our Conduct towards them, may juſtly be made v6 
awer for their Conduct towards us; efpecially as no Part of 
paſt Conduct can he ſaid to have proceeded from the Ad- 
ce, or from the Reſolutions of Parliament. When I. ſay 
is, Sir, I would not have it thought, that I intend to blame 
y Part of our late Conduct towards Spain, or to charge any 
entleman with having been the Author and Adviſer of 
at Conduct. This is what neither I nor any Gentleman 
n do, till he has fully and thoroughly enquired into the 
fair now before us, and particularly the Papers now called 
Ir, 

© The Intereſts of Trade and our Situation, Sir, makes 
Friendſhip betwixt this Nation and. the Crown of Spain, 
be wiſhed for by every honeſt iſhman, and 
every true * 3 but, Sir, if we have neglected 
d cultivate a Friendſhip with that Nation, or if it 
ould be found, that we have even willfully or cauſeleſſy 
wlized them, for the Sake of cultivating — 


. therefore he ought to be fond of Raving the Advice, or Amo n. Ges. n. 
leaſt the rates br" of an :odepehdaiit ard free Parliz 


. 
o 
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or for the Sake of encouraging or protecting a particular i 
of Men amongſt ourſelves, 1 believe it will be gener 
greed, that the Authors and Adviſers of ſuch a Conde 
ought to be enquired after by, and ought to fall under 
Cenſure of, a Britiſh Parliament: I believe every Man of 
likewiſe agree, that we cannot in Juſtice Reparath 
till we are ready to give it; and that, if we were the ft} 
offend, we ought. to be the firſt, to offer an Attonement 
am far from thinking that this is the Caſe, but I amfur} 
will be allowed, that it may; and ſurely, this Houſe 4 
come to no Reſolution, with reſpe& to the Affair before 
till we know whether this be the Caſe or not. Now, 1 wo 
be glad to know, how it is poſſible for us to 'determi 
whether this be the Caſe or not, till we have ſeen zl 
Memorials, Anſwers, and other Papers, drawn up by 
Court of Spain upon this Head; for, from theſe, and th 
only, we can acquire a ſufficient Knowledge of the Dem 
they have upon us, or the Complaints they make againf 
« *Tis true, Sir, we cannot preſume. that any Paper h 
before this Houſe can be long kept a Secret, nor can n 
whether the laſt Anſwer from Spain be a Paper which o ro! 
to be kept ſecret. The hon. Gentleman has been pleaſe 
tell us, it is far from being ſatis factory; but if T have be 
rightly informed, it is ſomething more than'diffatisfatt 
J have been told it may even in ſome Meaſure be all 
Menacing and Inſulting. I ſhall be glad to find I h 
been miſinſormed. I hope it is, as the honourable Gent 
man ſays, ſuch a one as may admit of an Explanation. | 
J am ſure, if a Negociation of twenty Yeats has not Mer 
able to procure a ſatisfactory Anſwer, or proper Rp 
tions, it is high Time for us to take other Meaſures; . 
no Meaſure can be more effeQtual than an explicit he ( 
ſtrong Reſolution of a Britiſh Parliament. Such a Refolut 
has always hitherto had a great Effect upon the Counalb olo 
moſt States in the World, eſpecially ſuch as have any e. 
ritories bordering upon our Dominion in the Ocean: 1 
it will ſtill have the fame Effect; for whatever little I If : 
fions may be amongſt us, with reſpect to our own dome 
Affairs, I am convinced thoſe Diviſions will never pre ou 
our ſhewing a firm Reſolution of being unanimous gu er 
ariy foreign Power, that ſhall dare to encroach upon & cir 
fult us. Upon ſuch Occaſions, IT hope, we will always Wt e. 
ourſelves as ready to ſupport the Honour of our King, #8T: 
is to ſupport the Intereſt and juſt Rights of his People, - en 


WM, 
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;upon the Anvil but, even this Rule is not without Ex- 
＋ eſpecially if any Affair ſhould be continued too 
upon the Anvil z for its fo, may be a good Rea- 
on ** parliamentary Enquiry. But, after b Houſe of 
barliament has 'reſolved to enquire into any —— — — 
r domeftick, was it ever pretended, that they mafic, oth 
all for every Paper neceſſary for giving them a full Light 
nto that Affair? Does not every one know, that it 2 al- 
ys been, and always muſt be, the Cuſtom of this Houſe, | 
— any Affair is, acoording to Order, to come before us, 
call for all Papers which we can ſuppoſe to have any:Rela- 
ion to that Affair? In ſuch Caſes, it among the Papers: call- 
{ for, there be any which cog not, for tha Sake of - 
ick Good, to be expoſed to publick View, it i the 
eß of the Crown to tell us ſoz but, this is an Anfwer we 
ught not to take from any of on? own Members, let him 
now ever fo much of the Secret of Affairs. That; git, i is a 
Idon't envy him for; but I ſpeak as a Member of 
his ic Ho e, and therefore ſay that no Gentleman can take up- 
dn him to dictate what Papers are proper, and what are un- 
oper for our Inſpettion. The Anſwer laſt arrived: from 
dpain is certainly a Paper which relates to the Affair we have 
olved to enquire into; it is, in my Opinion, the moſt 
principal Paper, and a Paper without which we eannet come 
o any proper Reſolutions; therefore we certainly ought 
o call for it 3* and, if it be of ſuch a Nature as that it ought 
ot yet to be made publick, his Majeſty, in his Anſwer, 
vill certainly: tell us fo.” When his Majeſty has told us fo, 
xe may then confider, whether it may not be proper for us 
o put off an. Enquiry into this Affair, till we can have a 
git of that Paper'; but, till we have ſuch an Anſwer from 
he Crown, and from the Crown only it is that this Houſe can 
ke ſuch an Anſwer, there cannot, in my Opinion, be any 
olour of Reaſon for our nok dalling for a Sight of it. What 
he Anſwer from the Crown may be, I ſhall not pretend to 
pueſs at; but I muſt ſay, T'tannot at preſent ſuggeſt to my- 
elf any one Reafon for thinkin that — of ſuch a Na- 
ure, as that it may not be ſafely communieated to this 
ouſe. If it be merely diſfatisfactory, It can neither inflame 
or hurry us into — violent Meaſures; and, if it be me- 
ag or inſulting, it ought to be expoſed for that very Pur- 
In private Life; a Man may be my Friend, 22 
have been ſo for or many Vears; but, if once he 
enace or infult, from that Moment he ceaſes to be | and, 
bothing but an 9 8 ſordid Spirit, will patiently ſubmit to ſuch 
os for the Sake 6f * ſelf-intereſted View whatever. 
You. V. There 


« Tt may, Sir, have been genera obſerved as a Rille in Anno 11 Geo. in 
Mobo not'to' enquire into 1 Affair while it NP... 


amen, Geo. 11. There is therefore, I think, Sir, — 


1737-8. 


upon to diſappoint even thoſe Hopes. Nay, - 


| Injuries and Inſults? When there is a juſt Cauſe: for dig eir k 
neceſlary Ma 


dation for being 

ſtirred up beyond its juſt Bounds, by that 
laid before us; and, as for the Honour 0 
of Spain, I wiſh ſome Gentlemen may = WF 


had both formerly and of late too great a —— for it: o 
wiſh: they may not have ſacrificed ſome of the on 
tial Points of Engliſh Honour, to ſome of the ar 


tick Punctilio's of Spaniſh Honour. For my] 
always think, that, in national Affairs, as ring 
Life, even the Punctilio's of Honour ought to be ink | 
when we have to do with thoſe who, on their & i 
fiſt upon them; for then they become material. But, 
as I ſhall always have a much greater Regard for the How 
of this Nation, than for that of any 2 if the Coun 


Spain, or any other Court in Europe, ſhould entertain f ie 
whimſical Notions of their Honour, as might prevent d b it 
doing Juſtice to us, I ſhould think it anconfiſtent i 


the Honour of this Nation, . not to take ſuch Meaſures 
might be proper for giving them different Notions, both d 
their own Honour and of the Juſtice: that is due to us. d cc 
I am as much averſe, Sir, to the involving of 4 ro! 
tion in a War, eſpecially with Spain, as any be! 
can be; and therefore, notwithitanding the many w | 
and Inſults we have ſuffered, I am againſt coming to 
open Rupture, if there be any reaſonable Hopes left of 
taining. a proper Redreſs in a peaceable Manner; bit, ill 
God's fake, Sir, when are theſe Hopes to be-at an End? ear 
this Reſpect, I am ſure, it cannot be ſaid, but that we hu 
already hoped ſufficiently; we have hoped, and der 
hoped again; but, by what yet appears, we have, 45 bey 
hitherto hoped in vain. What if we ſhould now put a Peri bo t 
our pacifick Hopes, and begin to put on other _ 
mean thoſe of actin ſuch a Part as may * ur h; 
but injured People: It is true, that Means may be fill 


certain that no Nation can be, affured of Succels,. 
the juſteſt Quarrel, and ſupported with the Fore 
but will this Uncertainty ever be a Reaſon with apy. im hich 
Man, or powerful Nation, to bear tamely with r at tl 


we ought certainly. to take all prudent and 
ſures for ſecuring Victory on our Side, and when we prof 
done ſo, we muſt truſt the Event to Providence. W nen 
I ſhould be glad to know, whether, in our e 
this Affair, we are to enquire what 3 oidab 


may have of obtaining Redreſs in a — 
caule, if this be — 2 rein — 1 50 ieths 


-- 
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nfideration, and that it is, I can hardly think any Gen- 
nan will ſeriouſly deny, it is abſolutely impoſſible for us 
o determine this Queſtion, without ſeeing the laſt Anſwer 
ror Spain; and therefore, it is abſolutely neceſſary for us 
o call for that Anſwer in particular, if we are ſeriouſly re- 
oled to make a thorough Enquiry into this Affair, and to 
ome to ſuch Reſolutions as may be worthy of a Britiſh 
parliament. | 

« Prudence and Puſillanimity, Sir, in private Life, is 
hat every Gentleman well knows to be widely different, 
d even with Reſpect to national Affairs, are not Words of 
ch an intricate or unintelligible Nature but that they may 
e underſtood by Parliaments as well as Miniſters. Even a 
crliament may avoid Puſillanimity, without running into 
aſh or precipitate Meaſures; and if our Cabinett, or any 
er of our private Councils, have been guilty of Puſillani- 
ity, our Parliament may correct it by their Prudence. The 
Vidom of Parliament, is the Wiſdom of the Nation; and 
all national Affairs of great Importance, ſurely the 
idom of the Nation ought to be conſulted. We are not 
conclude, that ſuch a Step"muſt neceſſarily and unavoidably 
hrow us into a War; and much leſs are we to conclude, that 
be laying of this laſt Anſwer, or any Anſwer, from Spain, 
ill neceſſarily produce ſuch an Effet. On the contrary, a 
tict Parliamentary Enquiry into this Affair, may prevent an 
ten Rupture. The Court of Spain, if it is in the Wrong, 
ill then ſee we are ſerious ; they will from thence conclude, 
eare no longer to be dallied with, and may probably ſhew 
tore Reſpe& to the Interpoſition of Parliament, than 

we ever ſhewed to the Negotiations of our Miniſters. If 


ho' they have certainly done us many and great Injuries, yet 
ir having done ſo, may, for what we know, proceed from 
r having firſt done Injuries to them ; and their refuſing or 
lying to make Reparation to us, may proceed from our re- 
ling or delaying to make, or ſo much as to offer, any Repara - 
on to them: It this be the Caſe, if our Miniſters have been 
ity of any Miſconduct or unjuſt Obſtinacy in this Reſpect, 
hich I am far from ſuſpecting they have, we cannot expect 
t they will immediately, and of themſelves, acknowled 

eir Error, and change their Conduct; but whatever Faults 
ley may have this Way been guilty of, will certainly, upon 
proper Enquiry, be rectified by the Reſolutions of Par- 
nent; ſo that by laying this Affair fully before Parliament, 
War may be prevented, which would otherwiſe be una- 
oidable; but without a thorough Enquiry into the Diſputes 
Ween Spain and us from firſt tonlaſt, we cannot diſcover 
tether our Miniſters have * guilty of any Miſcondutt or 

2 k 


unjuſt 
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hey are not in the Wrong, which may be the Caſe; for - 
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ſeems to infinuate, that we cannot gueſs from the Papers noy 


enquire 
Dove the Fault lay, and o/paniſhthoſ who balk 
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— Diſputes, we can make no thorough by 


© The next who ſpoke on the ſame Side was Lond Polyany 


honourable Friend has ſo fully opened the Real 
12 1 of the preſent Motion, and fo clearly anſwered d 
Right . Gentleman over the Way, that I am yer 
ſuaded I need to ſay very little. 
It is very true, Sir, as the Right honourable Gentlem 


called for, how the other Powers of Europe ſtand affeftdl 
towards us, or what Aſſiſtance either we or the Spaniar 
might expect from any of them, in Caſe of an open Ruptuy 
between the two Nations. But as the Diſputes betwey 
Spain and us, have been depending for above theſe 3 
Years; as the Obſtinacy of the Court of Spain has ben 
very great, and as the Intereſts which we have depending 
upon a ſatisfactory Accommodations of theſe Differences ate wy 
great; we cannot but ſuppoſe, from the known Wiſdom u 
Foreſight of his Majeſty's Miniſters, that Care has be 
taken, by proper Treaties and Alliances, and by the may 
Negotiations we have lately carried on, to provide and 
Cure to us all the Aſſiſtance we may ſtand in need of, ors 
leaſt to prevent any other Power in Europe from enden 
ing to ſupport our Enemies, in any unjuſt Meaſures t i 
may have been guilty of towards us. But ſuppoſe, it 
otherwiſe, which I am ſure no Gentleman will willag p 
ſuppoſe; "are our Merchants to be plundered, and our & 
men cruelly uſed, for many Years together in the > 
profound Peace? Are they to come frequently to Parlzge 
with Complaints of ſuch Treatment? And is a Britifh Park 
ment always to content itſelf with preſenting an humble A 
dreſs to the Throne, praying that his Majeſty would ut 
Endeavours, for obtaining Satisfaction to his injured Subj 
Sir, This would be inconſiſtent with the Honour a 
the Duty of Parliament. In the Caſe of a domed 
Grievance, if the Parliament ſhould addrefs to have it ft 
moved, - and if, ſeveral Years after, a Petition m_ 
brought to Parliament, repreſenting that notwithitandit 
their Addreſs, the Grievance remained, and was * 
heavy and frequent than before; what then would 
the Buſineſs and Duty of Parliament? Would not they! 
in Honour ine enquire, how it _— __ | 
Grievance was not removed, to 
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unty? With Reſpect to any foreign-Grievance, our Duty 
the ame. The Grievances, the Injuries now complained 
, and fo often N e uch he * 
zught patiently to ſuſter, re be any Way | 
= either by fair or Go Means; and if there b. 9 


2 


ay of n if by any Miſcanduct the Nation be 

ght into fuck 2 melancholy State, that we muſt ſuffer 
eaſy chem, which forbid! the Parliament ought to enquire 
red t into the Affair, i to find a Remedy, at leaſt to puniſh 


thoſe who have made our Caſe remedileſs. I 
muſt think it incumbent upon us, to proceed now a little 
further. We have twice already addreſſed for having this 


1 


13 noo Grievance removed: It is now high Time for us to 
fed enquire, how it comes that it has not been removed: 
ana But if we ſhould be ſo good-natured as to reſt ſatisfied 
unn with preſenting a third humble Addreſs, ſurely that Ad- 
e creſs ought to be in different Terms from any of the 
eſe a8 former. I ſhall not pretend to tell what we ought to do, or 
s bein what Terms we ought to addreſs, nor can any Gentleman 
ending pretend to tell, till he has ſeen and deliberately examined 
re every Paper relating to this Affair. 

om u The honourable Gentleman over the Way ſeemed to be 
s bein a mighty Panick, as if we could not agree to this Mo- 
e tion without breaking with Spain. For my Part, Sir, I 
and have very few Apprehenſions of that Kind: Not that I 


ſhould wiſh, that we were to plunge ourſelves inconſiderately 
into a War with Spain: But, I believe, the Court of Spain 
knows too well the Way to prevent Things coming to an 
open Rupture. They at the ſame Time what the 
Conſequence of going to War with us at preſent might 
probably be. Therefore, Sir, tho' we were to ſee theſe 
er and to come Ker vi — —— tions, being am 
afraid they might, by a 0 | ing us 
to treat — then we ſhould be juſt where we are now. 
But, Sir, let us "ſuppoſe that we ſhould go to War; yet I 
do not foreſee any bad Conſequences for the Nation, for 
a juſt and caſual War e ſettled Enmity 
between two Nations: Nothing but a perpetual Claſhing of 
national Intereſts, can produce ſuch a one; and even tho 
a War ſhould produce ſuch an Enmity, it will always be 
more for the Intereſt, as well as Honour, of this Nation, 
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they and every other Nation in the World ſhould contemn 
and deſpiſe us. 

I ſhould be extremely ſorry, Sir, to think that all thoſe 
who complain of our long Sufferings, with Reſpect to the 
Depredations eommitted by the Spaniards, are ſuch as are 


* 


e gie n. 


that the People of Spain ſhould hate and fear us, than that 
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DD, 


Majeſty's Miniſters. Who are to blame, or 


he ought to withdraw the Amendment he has been pleaſed to 
offer, and join with us in calling for the late Anſwer fron} 


which are now upon our Table, or what Juſtification at 


the Whole be laid before us; and, I hope, the honourable 


Affair, or paſs any Judgment relating to it, till the Whole 


D_ 
diſaffected to his Majeſty and his Family: It would be u od 
lancholy and a dreadful Proſpect, to every Man who ha 
true Regard: for our preſent happy Eftabliſhment; but I 
ſure they are not. I know many of them, We woll 
venture their Lives and Fortunes for the Support of 0 
preſent Eſtabliſhment, with as much Alacrity as they w 
venture them in revenging the Inſults, that have bean lawly 
put upon us by the Spaniards. Moſt of thoſe who compli 
are fully ſenſible, and moſt will readily acknowledpe, thy 
his Majeſty can be no way to blame in this Affair. Thy 
know how ready he is, upon every Occaſion, to vindiay 
the Honour of his Crown, or aſſert the juſt Rights of hy 
Subjects; but I doubt much if any of theſe People wil 
make the ſame Acknowledgments with reſpect to all hy 


what 
they are to blame, thoſe who complain do not know, 
can 1 tell them, till I fee the Papers now called for; but 
confidering the Power of this Nation, -when compared with 
that of Spain, and conſidering the many Opportunities we 
have lately had, for obtaining or compelling from Spain 
a full Satisfaction and Security, every Man concludes, that 
ſome Perſons — 2 ourſelves muſt be to blame, for ou 
having ſo long and ſo patiently ſubmitted to ſuch Indignities 
If the honourable Gentleman has a Mind to remove al 
Cauſe of Suſpicion from himſelf, the beſt Thing he can & 
is, not to oppoſe any Thing that may tend to the clearing up 
of this Affair; and therefore, I think, if he has uy Re- 
gard for the Opinion his Countrymen may entertain of him, 


Spain, as well as every other Memorial or Anſwer they have 
ſent us upon the ſame Subject. = 
* What may be in the Papers relating to this Aﬀa 


Gentleman in the Adminiſtration may expect from any « 
them, I do not know; for, I neither have been at the Pan 
to examine them ſtrictly, nor ſhall be at any ſuch Pains, til 


Gentleman will not think, that this Neglect or Indolence i 
me, proceeds from any Unwillingneſs to vindicate him or an 
other Gentlemen concerned in theſe Tranſactions; but realy 
from an Opinion, that I cannot make myſelf Maſter of de 


be laid before the Houſe; and, when that is done, I can# 
ſure him, I ſhall be extremely glad, tho'-I muſt fay, I fal 
be a little ſurprized, to find, that we have been guilty of w 
Miſtake .or Blunder, in this long, tedious, perplexed 
Negociation. If this ſhould be the Caſe, it muſt be _— 


U. 
SAY 


Horace Wa pole, LA: 


126) 
© What Intereft, bore FIDE the bone 
Gentleman, or any of his Priends, may have, or i 
have any, for concealing any Memorial' or Anſwer f 
in, I ſhall not take upon me to determine; but, T U 
y ſhewn, that he and his Fright are not | 
concerned, even as to the Papers that have been penivd 
adviſed by the Court of Spain; becauſt the Meafures of e 
ry Court are always influenced by the Meaſures oft 
eſpecially thoſe with whom * . negotiate: Therefore, | 
preſent Oppoſition may afford ſome Suſpicion of his bei 
afraid, leſt the laying of thoſe Papers before the Hig 
ſhould occafion an Enquiry into his Senda, or into t 
Conduct of ſome of his Friends; but, T am far from dt 
ceiving any fuch Suſpicion ; I hope his Conduct and Nia 
our has in this Refpect, as well an ry fare rl — — | 
and upright, that he fears no impartial E 
Conduct; and, I cannot allow Ea yſolf th th 
deſire to prevent an Enquiry into the Condat Nase | 
Friends; becauſe, if they have behaved in the fame Man 
he has done, an impartial Enquiry into their Conduct cc 
redound to their Honour; and, if any of them haye belan 
otherwife, T am ſure he would from to think of e Ade von 
to skreen the Guilty. Ku 
77 Having fn thus much, Sir, I ſhall cit en 
earneft Wiſhes, that che Houfe would ag be fr 
able Friend's Motion; indeed I think will be for the HR 
nour of Parliament, and, I hope, 5 durable Gen 
man has no private End to ferye Hen « 
or even publifhing any one of them — — ; 
of Unanimity, and for the Sake of p Wa 
that we are ferious in what we are abbut, I 0 be | 
will withdraw the Amendment he has bk pleaſed to ol 
and agree to the Motion as it was at firſt propoſed.” 
The next that ſpoke was Horace . 22 
Speech was in Subſtance as follows, via. 
Sir, | "= 
C Tho- it would be ve reaſonable to 

x ol tr 


9 before the Houſe, as the ra e Motion hs 
honourable Genen 


8 who ſpoke laſt . dog 

ſay, I am glad to hear the hondurabie Gen 
ſpoke laſt, 1 — ſo much the Part of à Friend 
honourable Gentleman that ſpoke before him, a 61 
him his ſincere Advice. Whatever Advice the 1 
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- 19) | 
may he pleaſed to offer, either upon this or 
| will always, I am convinced, 'be grateful 
. eived, and will be of great Weight with my honourab! 
Friend near me; but) in the Cafe, I doubt much if 
bis Advice will be taken; I do not, indeed, think it oughe. 
| {hall readily grant that in all Caſes a Man ought to 
d have a 1 A. ater + Ay 
uſe that M ſpeak acting, which wi 

him to Danger; but, fn all Matters of a puhlick 
xxcern, I hope it will be allowed, there is a ſuperior Con- 
eration : The Safety of a Man's Country is what he 
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ww Boo — 


a 


4497.1 


OV 


hs Houſe, eſpecially thoſe Gentlemen who pique them- 
lves upon their Patriotiſm, will certainly do ſo upon all Oc- 


'« Conſidering the Uncernaintie of War, as well as the 
certainty of all Events which depend upon foreign Nego- 
ations ; and, confidering how much the Judgment of the 
iferior Sort, ang the Reſolutions or Behaviour rr 
etter Sort, depend upon the Event of Thing: 1 do 
ow, Sir, but that, if my honourable Friend near me 
onſulted only his own Safety, he would take the Advice that 
jas been given him: He would chuſe to have our future 
duct proceed from the Reſolutions of Parliament, and 
ould for that End adviſe laying every Paper relating to the 
erally thinks, the laying of ll thoſe Papers befor 
be really thinks, the laying a re 
ament, would tend to the Prejudice of his — he 


FBA 


— 


AE SEES Ro „ TEZ 5x 


ofition with een to itſelf di; in ſuch a Cafe, for 
de Sake of his Country, he runs the Risk of drawin 

inſelf the Reſentment of his Country, it muſt be allowed, 
e acts the Part of a true Patriot. | 


in the Difference 


him no Room to 


us, it would produce 
qeences inconſiſtent with the Peace of Britain : And I on 


of that our calling 


er 


o prefer even to his own and every Gentleman in 


jopht to oppoſe it, whatever may be the Event of that Op- 


Anno 11 Geo. it; 


bs 11. was in Suſpence; . Therefore, Sir 


„ 


deavours to procure an — and ſafe Peace, ate dit 
greeable to the Nation, and contrary. to the Senſe of Parj 


As ne with that Deſign, and would therefore telolve no erm: 


thoſe very Memorials or Anſwers which are now called f 
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by our calling ſorallt 
Papers relating to this Negoclation, we ſhall in Effect g 
the World, ing qu Opinion; that his Majeſty þ 


ment. For, I believe no. Nation would-publiſh ſack Þ : 


with any other View, than that of breaking off all fil 


Conferences upon that Subject; and the State with f 
had been in Negociation, would certainly log Was 


treat with them any longer in a friendly and peace M 
ner: Therefore, if it be more for the Good of the Nutz 
ve this Affair accommodated in a private and peated 
anner, than to have recourſe to an open and warlike) 
thod, it muſt be inconſiſtent with the publick Good ty 
all the Papers now called for laid before the Houle, 


Sir, the publiſhing of all the Anſwers from _— * 


lating to the Affair now before us, would not o 
upon by them, as done with a Deſign to break a 

ferences upon that Subject; = I believe, rn * A 
looked upon by them as, and would really I think be, a& 
of Declaration of War. jc The ubliſhing of thole; Pape 
would, in my Opinion, be the ſame with publiſhing a 
ru ; for if War were to be declared, and a Manifeſto 1 
be publiſhed, that Manifeſto muſt be drawn up-chiefly es 


and I can ſee no great Difference between publiſhing a l 
nifeſto, and pu _ the Grounds and. Reaſons upon vi 
it muſt be fo ed, if ever it be publiſhed, The Net tter : 
ſuch a Manifeſto, if any ſuch Thing were to be;/publilt 
would be, to repreſent in the ſtrongeſt Light the Inſult 
Injuries put upon us by the Spaniards, and the Injuſtice 
Frivolouſneſs of the Pretences they made uſe of, for wi * 
having in ſuch a Manner towards us, or for delaying to be 
SatisfaQtion ; and this can be done only from the Pagers ou 
called for. , As for the Inſults and Injuries we have ſuſſen i ar 
they are, already too publick: They have been publiſh 
I believe, even aggravated, with great Care, and Jud 
and therefore, tho ho — that give an Account of the 
may be laid before us 8 any Danger. But. as 0 4 
Pretences made uſe of by Spain, either for j ing, | 
Inſults and Injuries, or 74 delaying to give a full ee 
and Satisfaction, they are not yet ety known," ol: 
ought they to be made publick, as long as there are aH tell 
of getting the Spaniards, by peaceable Means, to pals fu or 
the Pretences they now make uſe of, and to make Satis rea 
tion for paſt Injuries, as well as to give a proper Security Re, it 
ee When we can 00 lon be a 


( 131) | | Hg 
tettain any fach Hopes, it will then be Time to- publiſh _ 
xd expoſe che Pelyolouſneſs of the Pretences they make uſe » 
but this ought to be done only by Way of Manifeſto a 
m his Majeſty, in order to juſtiſy the Force he then finds > "= 
mſelf obliged to make aſe of ; and I am ſure no Mani- 29 
w, nor any thing like a» Maniſeſto, ought to publiſhed, I. * 
| we are ed to back it with ſuch a formidable Ar- 
ment, as may be ſuitable to the Power. of this Nation, or 
xeſary for compelling our Enemies to ſubmit to reaſonable 
ums; otherwiſe, Sir, we ſhall appear not only weak, but 
Wiculous. , ICT IL | 4 41057 4 T5507 | 
t is very eaſy, Sir, to talk big, either within Doors 
vithout; and, conſidering the Spirit of Reſentment that 
g been induſtriouſly ſtirred up in the Nation, I know, it 
ald be mighty popular in us, to come to vi Reſolu- 

5 immediately; but I do not know, it it would be 
ghty wiſe. I am ſure, it would not be wiſe, as long as 

are any Hopes of obtaining Redreſs by peaceable Means; 
deven when we are come to an End of all our Hopes in 
is Way, weiought-not to begin ta talk, till we are ready 
at, In this we ought to follow the Example of that Sort 
Animal which is peculiar to this Iſland; and therefore I 
not aſhamed to recommend its Example to my Country- 

n: I mean, our brave Engliſſi Bull- Dog, who always 
ines upon his Enemy at once, and without making the leaſt 
laiſe before; hand. 1 atening Speeches, or even threat - 
g Reſolutions; are but Words. They are Vox & pre- 
1 nbi; and therefore the leſa they are made uſe of, the 
mer: But if any ſuch are ever made uſe of, they ought to 
nſtantly followed with ſuitable Actions; for if they are 
u, thoſe who have: injured us, will deſpiſe our Menaces, 
| the whole World will laugh at our Fol. 
When one Nation, Sir, has been inſulted or ill · uſed by 
other, and no Redreſs can be obtained by fair Means, it is 
tout Doubt extremely proper and even neceſſary, for thoſe 
o are concerned in the Government of the injured Nation, 
publiſh and ſet the Injuries they have ſuffered in the ſtrongeſt, 
wit. This Method has been always _ en, 
it gives the. gubject a good Qpinion of the Cauſe, and 
—— — towards carrying on the 
r; but this ought not to be dane till the Court is both. re- 
d and ready to oome to Can open Rupture. Now, as 
ole who are concerned in the Government of a Nation are 
ebeſt, if not the foler Judges: not anly of the Time when 
ought to reſolve, but likewiſe of the Time when they 
ready and prepared to eome to an open Rupture there, 
r, in my Opinion, they are the only Perſons that ought, 
be allowed to endeavour w ſtir up what bl en : 
2 ne⸗ 
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for, with reſpe& & forth th thi-Simee, if we ſhould have gh 


KN. 


— 85 or ugh — upon it: Therefore n en 
| — of e Nation, 8 ae 


ol 4 
rr They have been ding 
that Ge coal to involor the ET a War, - when, 
what they knew, we were in prong ic | 
dreſs by peaceable Meaſures : or perhaps, When d 0 
cumſtances, neither at home nor abroad, could = w 
— 0216 In either of which Cafezitml 
de allowed, have been doing their Country u 


or ſhould yet obtain Redreſs by peaceable 3 
have been doing an Injury to their Country, by e 

to ſtir up and eſtabliſh among our People, * Bio 
Nation, with which an honourable Member, Who has {pol 
in this Debate, has owned it is our — 
tual Friendſhip ; and even thoſe who ſhould at laſt he df 
to come to an open Rapture, yet they have dend i yur 
to their Country, by beginning too early to ftir up dd 
feritment of our People; becauſe, when the Reſeritment 
a People is too ſoon ſtirred up, it is apt — 


it produces the proper Effect. 
. yy Sir, it muſt that thoſe buſy In 


appear, 
lers in publick Affairs have been doing an 1 8 
Country, whatever may be the Effect of our preſeatNe 
cations; and 3 SF were in Circumftanees gitoper 
Fer ee War: But, if we were not it ia 
ces, they were endeavouring to do a moſt unt 

ury to their -Country ; for ſurely, —— : 
bo le 6 a Country than that of i it in SW 
when it has no Proſpect of being able to ute the V 
with Advantage. menen with een , 
to venture even a Battle, if the Diſadvantages/thatmy 
enſue from a Defeat appeared to be greater than aj | 
_ he could expect from a Victory; and in MfG,! 
told; that he bore with Infulcs and 
hc were A , only by a little Patienceiche 
Reaſoh to being able to obtain a Victory with i 

Blood-ſhed. - In reſolving upon War or Pebce, 'the'f 
Maxim ought to be obſerved x which 
ſuch an intricate Nature, that none bot thoſe who' 
thoroughly acquainted with the Circumſtances of 1 N. 


— — with the preſent 
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| to talce my Word, nor that of any. 
a + 23/to the Gene of thoſe Papers;: but it 
obſerved as a Rile in this Houſe, to. call for 
a ſuch as we had Reaſon to believe, the 
— tominey pn 
n the Crown; and 
pie more cautious in dee 
rery one knows how loth his 528 05 _ 
phis Parliament, | Nothing but the > Pablick Good ft you 
revail with him to do ſo; and even in ſuch a Caſe, it would 
— utmoſt Reluctance and Uneaſineſs. I am per- 
d every Gentleman that hears me, has ſuch a dutiful Re- 


of ar 
e to any thing, that mig | 

m's Diſquiet 3 — —— 

un might be attended with 


Frogs 


i-th towards. 

9 7 naints us that 
Þheres | for What we 
Alis te th national Re- 
or.4 —＋ mme if not 
ing af a up. DOT EARL i du pestgb 
been what 1 hes ſaid, Sir, I think it is dba 
: Mcmorials or-Anfwers from Spain, eſpecially the laſt, 
1 ( ein all Probability Papers of of ſuch a Nature; that they 
2 t yet be communicated to this Houſe. 80 far indeed I 
it mil with the honourable Gentleman, 2 
1 
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pliable than they art at preſent, and conſequently might 
x only prevent our being able to obtain Redreſi in a peace - 
i Manner, but might even dur being able to form 
Alliances for © it by Force of Am. 
r has been aid, Sir, that all the Papers now called for, 
re abſolutely . .for the Enquiry —— — already 
ved on. This, in my Opinich, is very far being 
r. r pre- 
1 


Ritions ; and 
dem any of the 8 | | | 

tnined into ay wo and found ſome or mit of them to 
e true, which, I believe, will be the Cale, ſuth a Diſcovery 
| wy give a Foundation for var reſolving apon. another En- 
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I thishpuld: be'the Caſe, they may then be dil 
for ; bac til then, Fcaunot find we have the leaſt Octaſic 
examine into any dne of them. 1. 14.002 Vit 
As for an E into che Conduct of thoſewho ag 
concerned in our late Negociations with Spain, Gentlemen 
enter into it when. they pleaſe; — vals 1 
for the Sake of punithin | 
have been' — — oxi — puniſh 
by: invelviagvit in a d and expenſive Wa 1 1 
in all probability might have been otherwiſe arbid 
have had ſome. Hand, Sir, in ſeveral Negociationsz et, 
think it cannot be ſaid; I had ever any Share in any of 4 
Negociations with Spain: However, I know / ſomething 
them, and from what I e l what, is public 
known, I — — Gentlemen ſeem mei 
a ſurpriſm as Negociations. 2 
inſinuate, 2 we had been with Spain ſc 
twenty Vears withdut any — Gentlemengcamd 
have — winhlin ch theſe twentyYears, there.-havehE&uti 
publick and ſamoin T reaties between Spai in and us : hy each 
which they promiſed: fall — all paſt: 1 
and that no ſuch Injuries ſhould be committed for the 
We all know, that in the Year 1721 a Tteaty of Peace 
concluded at Madrid between Spain: and us, which was: 
fame Year confirmed by the Treaty of Alliance betm 
Great Britain, France, and Spain; that by the ſecond kr 
ticle of the ſaid Treaty, © all former:T reaties:were dn 
ed; and that by the third Article, his Catholic, M 
expreſly {that all — — ö 
ney, Ships, and-other Effecta, which had been cut, 
< well in Spain as the Indies, ſhould be ſpeedily neſted; 
the ſame Kind, or according to the juſt and we Vale | 
them, at the Time they were: ſeized; : G 
J am. dt, Sic, e nfwer fon nern Step that b 
that Treaty 3 ſome Gentlemen, perhaps, — * 
than I do, but Iwill venture to fay, Bir, that we mut in 
bence ſuppoſe, that by this Treaty: an End I: Mi 


Negociations before that Time; and that- from 

our Miniſters had Reaſon: to expect full 

paſt Injuries; and u Security againſt all ſuch — 

come; but ſome new Differences having afterwarda ais 
between the two Nations; - a new Treaty was ſet on 
which was afterwards concluded at / Seville, in the:Year:1929 
By this new. Treaty a Reparation for 1 
Security againſt/fytine, were again 5 

by the firſt Article, © all former Tenties of PeategFoie 
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rely promiſe, ? dot to do any Thing, nor ſuffer any 'Fhing 
to be done, that may ä indi- 
reftly. By the fourth Article, it is ſtipulated, particu- 
larly, chat the Qbtumerce of the Englith:Nation in. Ame- 
rica ſhould be exerciſed: as heretofore ; und that Orders 
ſhould be diſpatched, without any Delay, as well for the 
Execution of Treaties of Commerce: as for ſupplying 
what may be wanting ſor the entire Re-eſtabliſhment : of 
Commerce, on the Foot of the fad Treaties and:Convet- 
tions. And by the fixth Article it is agreed, © that Com- 
niſſaries ſhould be nominated within four ory after the 
Exchange of the Natifications, for examining and deciding 
the reſpective Pretenſwns which related to the Abuſes ſup · 
poſed to have been committed in Commerce, as well in the 
hies as in Europe, and all the other reſpeCtive Pretenſions 
in America, whether with reſpect to the Limits, or other- 
wiſe ; and they promiſe, to cauſe to be executed punc- 
wally and exactly, what ſhould be fo decided by the ſaid 
Commiſfries, within fix Months after their their 
Report; which Report they were, by the ei 
make — no. ral to be compted fun the Day 
fthe Signing of that Treaty. 
3 we know, Sir, that Commiſaries were 
tively nominated ; but by variops Accidents the Meet- 
goof theſe Commiſfaries was delayed till the Beginning of 
en 1736" and therfeore the Time for — 
eir Commiſſion; and making their Report, was prolonged to 
e End of three Years afier thei firſt Meeting; ſo that the 
ſepcrations, upon the Footing on which they are at preſent, 
mot be ſaid to: have cammenced till the Beginning of the 
Jar 1735, and therefore cannot be ſaid to have laſted above 
e Years ; and from conſidering theſe Treaties, ef 
| lf, and the feyeral Steps that have been made by us 
Ke that Time, it muſt be granted, I'think, that we have 
ne all that a prudent and wiſe People could do for obtain- 
g, in a peaceable Manner, a full Reparation for all paſt 
juries, and an abſolute Security againſt our —_— 
any ſuch in Time to come. If there is any Fault 
* it muſt be — £165 — — who have 
led or neglected to rm repeated ſolemn 
ew they des entered unn us; but with regard to 
ir Behaviour towards us, or whether the Breaches of Pro- 
le they have been been guilty of can -warrant an immediate 
ture, is an Enquiry which cannot come regularly before 
Houſe; nor ou 1 we, by our Conſt ĩtution, to attempt 
I ſuch Enquiry ; It is an Enquiry which ought to be left 
lirely to his Maj jeſty's Wiſdom and Jultice 2 — 
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Hope, it will be admitted, that our pretending to df̃ 
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or War is lodged ſolely in the Crown; 
of the Nation, it is abſolutely. 


in . ſhould end in a Treaty, which I hope 

ry Gentleman wiſhes his Count 
well as to hope the fame, bis Majeſty will then,” wit 
doubt, communicate that Treaty to his Parliament 


the other Hand, if our 
bortive, if his Majeſty ſhould at laſt find; that 
prevail but the Ultima Ratio he will 
ſuch Alliances, and take ſuch 
Wiſdom may think proper or neceflary, for 
Iflue of that War advant and glorious to this 
_ — only fully —— | 
coming to an upture, 
— an grader Bob tern 2 
he has taken, and all the Papers that 
3 — CN 9 — 
Sir, we may be aſſured of, I 
dom, and the Condeſcenfion he has 
wards his Parliaments 3 therefore, we ought to 


preſen Negociation his Majeſty 
is would probably be the Gonleque 
of laying any of the late Memorials or Anſwer from 
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ation, to try the Fate of a Combat. 


able Notion they have begun to entertain, that we arcaft 
entertain fuch a Notion, , they will never do us; 


(eb! _— 
for L am ſure: no Man gill G63 hg, het ht tog 


Extremities, rather: than continue, an longer. 16 
tamely under * Inſalts and Indigoities Ion] 
put upon Nation,) in the Perſons wag, of 


upon the 
moll uſeful Subjects: and the beſt Way. of can 8 
e is to W 
S — OE 1 
our viour upon en 
made apparent to the World, and en Ar 5 os N 
Spain, that this is our Reſolution, it may probably za * | 
that Court. a little more liable than our Negotiaton lll! 
ever yet ſound them; for in publick as well as. Ir 
ou 


preſerve the eee 


g J cannot comprehend, Sir, be 
ſiſted on in this Debate, that it is the Intereſt 

to keep up a good Correſpendence with Spainz , Lan 
it is as much the Intereſt of Spain to keep up a | 
reſpondence with us, as it is our Intereſt to 2 
with them; and _ re 2 
they haye more Reaſon to be a * 
than we have to be afraid of a Rupture with them. 7 
tis true, of late Veaxs, {Et up ſome Pretences whic 


1 with Juſtice and the Rights of this Nation: 
ve 
and 


red our Merchants, and maletreated out e 
y have refuſed, or unreaſonably delayed, to, gire 
— — What can this be owing #0} it 
pot owing to their being ignorant of their own Interelh, a 
the Danger they may expoſe. themſelves to nt 
open Rupture with * It muſt: be owing to 


of coming to an open Rupture with them; and . 


able Manner. How 7 cam at firſt © ou c 

a Notion I do not know; but I muſt ſay, that Tr | 
Patience and Forbearance, not only they, but all We 
I believe, begin to think that we will ſubmit ta any Jiu 
rather than engage in a War; and while this Opinion 
vails, we may live in Peace, but I am, ſure we | 
at Eaſe, or in Quiet. It is therefore bi h Time tore 
the antient, and what, I hope, will ways. by fot 
be the true Character of this Nation. It is. bigh Tin | 
it is even become neceſſary for us to do dot 
ind ay 11! 


for convincing the World that we are now; an 
will be, ready to vindicate our Honour by F Forer of An 

when we cannot obtain a full Satisfaction by p Me: 
mien nee we can 
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bon loch 5 as ought to be the immediate Conſe- 
of the Treatment our ä and Sailom have 
+ with.” fem. £m pr Soar rr Po 

Yd it is what cannot now den 
wing firſt” N or at leaſt re 8 
wich, by che Amendment, Arg dee ebe. de 
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lf, I may ſay the only A gurnent made uſe of 
calling for the Anſwers or. Memorials from Spain; - 

ally one 259 A + for: it. The — 
eumer Uſe 6 — preguros for theſe Papers 


* 


. 


From what 'T haye faid;! Sir, it — carts | 


* on's —— — -of "fach Papers 


fore us may interrupt the Courſe of our peaceful Nego- 
Mons, and inyblve the Nation in a War. Now will not 
r refuſing, 'or! even delay ing, for ſuch a Reaſon, to call 
| Piers,” Which are cortainly* extremely to. be 
ad into, upon“ the preſent Occaſion, be a Teſtimony of 
x being -tefribly” afraid of involving the Nation ut a 
ar? Wü je not confirm the Notion, which I am 
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ing Juſtice to Gur injured Merchanns ? And as an Account 
this Day's Debate wilt certainly be ſent ta the Court of 
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* pur will net they preſume  frons:thence, that may 
pot off agteeing to any reafonable Terma, or 
ng to y proper Satisfaction? This will of: Courſe male it n 


En, who have the Misſortune: to have a ſheepiſti. Look, or 
o much Medeſt in thein Hehaviour, we may probably 


wht haye prevented” From whence it is plain, that our 
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iation be bought to a Period hut b 
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Iy Negotiation for a: Number 
at one of the Parties at leaſt | 
eve, as might TOY 2 Een 


for us to come to Extremities; ſo: that like — | 


4 into a Quarrel, which a little decent Boldneſs 
ing to ce Ma dment the hondurable Gentleman has 


| Negotiation, nor any mute | 
Peper relating to it, ought to — — — Jt ame | 


— yak ee bor a 
tion. The Example Lows tat Ney e =" 
gets in 25 Benn ef ; 
. of his Son the e Pre of \ E 
ciation. continued for neur eight Vœan s Arp... dreal 
——— ſo we then {ent the Pringe 8. whic 
the ing? Midi tn OO. = PA be C: 
appeared that rey was Canr | 
to amuſe! us, and to kedp us quiet, Se 
Auftria found Means jo tuin ent ecizely | 
tereſt in Germany; and I de not know Fs * m. 
now be, to amuſe us, and keep us quiet, {411 ;oup; ra | at pt 
jo rained; whith will be the Caſe,, if WS 
gociating, and they with Plundering and Seng 
— Ships hut for a few Years longes. 5 * 
For this Reaſon, Sir, as the proc Nic 
already continued for ſo many Years, its not 
to à Period, is fo far from being « Reaſon for Gh 20 al | 
rr = Tack | 
our enquiring into the Negotiation itſelf | 
2 of our preſent Negociatiens Iain; th 
| Neaſon to ſuſpett they have 3 1 
and from the Cireuniſtances of our — Di 0 
with that Nation, this Suſpicion: muſt be, cop 
ereaſed:: For as we may be {aid to; be Blaing 4 
they Defendants, which: I ani:ſorry for, it is their A 
amuſe and protract, becauſe LEY 
only have a ** Sum c pay us, e 
valuable Right they have la * 
whereas we have been ef late 


„ Now; Sir; if this be the Caſe, if ee aback alt 
to ſuſpect that any of our inferior Councils. hate allen 
themdclves: to be amuſed and. ideceived, it in high I 
rhe bapreme and chief Uduncil of: the Nie don 1365/1 
Negociation itſelf into their Conſidera tion 3:1 ae 
Purpaſe o call fur all relating to — . 
we may SP his Majeſty dach Advice s 
proper upon ſuch an Ocaſon Such ag 
— — 2 — Janice wal"; 
52) e to dous f 
"make. chat ban 8 
trat wich us upon u Hir, 1 fandid, and hefty idaho fon 
e eee cur, 


Pot 1 5 our B l 8 
ain only, is to A 

\ categorical Anſwer; and in Caſe af R 

break off all Conferences, pg Nec otra Wag thoſe 
which may probably * more effectual. Cin either of theſe 
be called an Effect which we ought to be afraid of ? No, Sir, 
den the laſt, is an Effect which we Ne 
forif a ſufficient Redreſ is not to be obtained without a Rup- 

bs, the Hager op come to it the better: A State of W 
N le than the uncertain, n * At 
at preſent. 
But we are now told, Sir, that the 


ern een Spain and us have Fm ea: e ; 
2nd to prove this, 
N ba been Piet 2 e Hoon bf the of rhe 


E lately cone ade between 1 
tis true, 1s more Able 3 ive lh . of o 
Treaties and Nagociations ; own my Obl 
E for the, exatt Account he . lore of then; 
bot, tis Certain, and 4 even. that 10 Gentleman wit, 
Aleve, allow, that the Span ae ae ve been” contin 
r Incroachments, TY FE altnalt without Tn 
rio for above. | ears; änd he 751 * z= 
ile allows. 1 15 5 we hay 
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This, I am "afraid. Sir, i 1s the Cafe between Spab pain. 4nd 
We haye been p of Jie ſo paſſive, that, I fear, a0 have by 
gun to think not," or dare not come to an open Ry 
tar with. chem; and if this be their Way of Thinking 
there is nothin wi alter their Option, but 4 vigoroty an 
yell. -conduQe 19 550 ſo the by gur ng-ſuffering* 10 * 
Neale to oblige. them m, 4 1 7 avoiding & Wi 


x have already made it 7. Ta 


* us the Fayour of a new rat); they 
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uacils, I hope no Sign. Pin vill ever be ſhown | 
Fe threatening Refolocion of a: Britih Parliament. I ho 
o Nation will ever ne, that ſuch Words 3s to 12 
Towed with ſuitable ml The Kingdom 7 ge 
ell as one of her Ne ben, J dll has {till Raſen 6 * 
zember the Reſolutions of our ent in the Year 
101-2. From the Behaviour of the Nation at that Time, 
d for ſome Years 72 muſt conclade, that the threaten- 
ng Reſolutions of a Britiſh Parliament will be followed, 
1 followed, by ſuitable Actions. . They have 
m thence good Reaſon to conclude, that, -even FA this, 
me, our Words will not only be followed with Blows, but 
ut every Blow will be followed by angther, rk tu, 
7 Egemies to reaſonable Terms; and as the Juſtice of 
te is now as great as it was then, I am ga enn Enemies 
ze no Cauſe; do expect 3 Favour from Providence, 
un they met with at that Therefore, if they have 
y Hopes of. Succeſs, it muſt be in our Miſconduct, or 
Er Weakge of our Councils; and if 
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I believe 1 10 den ſtirred 3 
i themſelves ; for I have ſo good an Opinion of the 
werfanding of my Country-Men in general, as to be- 
that 1 Judgment, and conſequently their Reſent- 

mt, as well as their Gratitude, depends upon the Nature 
Things, and not upon what may be ſaid or wrote upon 
Subject. For this Reaſon, if none of the Actions of 
Spaniſh Guarda Coſta's had been unjuſt, if their Be- 
nour towards our Merchants A bar- 
bs as well as unjuſt, I believe it would have been im- 
{ble to have Rtirred u ſuch a Reſentment as now 
ails againſt them, tho? all the beſt Pens in the Nation 
| been as much employed to throw their Actions into 
alicious and invidious Light, as ſome of the worſt have 
= to palliate and excuſe, or tather juſtify their Behaviour 


dds us. I muſt therefore think, that it Kignifis very 
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their Reſentment will riſe of Courſe; and if thete 
for it, no Art or Perſuaſion will be able to raiſe it, 
Reſentment of the Nation is, tis true, come to a vety gd 
Height upon the preſent Occafion, 85 if it ſhould pen 
before it Broder the defired Effet, is Eaſy 1 0 
will 4 5 to tp ne but _ hed bog Bol 
4 more generous orgiving T e People 
this Nacken. yet, I hoon — will wiv bx of 
ſentment to evaporate : rg, wir For 4 
forgive, till they ſee Juftice to ſuch 2c os oi 
Men as have been injured, and a full datisfactiou 
the Nation for the Inſults that have been OE, 

© F have now, I hope, ſhewn, Sir, that 
Mind to take the beſt Method for ati 4 

mining Redreb in a peaceable Manner, we 255 

unanimouſly to the Motion without any en 
the Anſwer from the Crown n 1 
determine, becauſe T know nothing of xe Tu of 1 of uf 
the Papers called for ; but furely onr Addreſſing 
laid before us can be of no Prejudice. 
mould think it inconfiftene with the 
ſome of thoſe Papers before us, his bob 
can give him no Diſquiet; becauſe it is a 
an Anſwer which this Houſe has generally been 
It is an Anſwer which cannot bord; > muy an, * ON 2 
in any fore Council, nor any Man o common Unde +ſlandid 
at honle, n that chil is the leaſt Di | 
tween his Majeſty and his Parliament; 'becdt 
ſuppoſe the Miniſters of any foreign | 
do with, nor any Man of Common Senſe at home, op 
of our Conſtitution, as not to know that the Part; 
ways leaves it to the Crown. to determine, what Pars 
fit to be laid before them; and never inſiſt upon a bt 
any Paper, after the Crown has told them that it is rk 
make it publick, unleſs when they have Reafon t. 
that ſuch an Anſwer proceeds from evil Counſel, and ff 
ſelfiſh Ends of a Miniſter, in order to conceal ſome erimũ 
or falſe Step he has been guilty of. Then, indeed, the? | 
liament would probably infiſt upon havin Tuck 2 Paper | 
before them, and might perhaps the King tb 
who adviſed him to ſend ſuch an Anfwer; and then it mi 
be ſuppoſed, both abroad and at home, that there wil 
great Harmony between the King and his Parliimen, 
at leaſt between his Miniſters and his Parliament; Bot fn 
neither the honourable Gentleman who ſpoke laſt, nor 
ther, has the leaſt Ground to ſuſpeR that this may be the 
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the Motion, to 
| ity : of ſuch 3 
Majeſty's z Hr. df fach were at the 
p of our Aﬀairs, which Tam fare is not the Cale ae 
an States, nor any Hon ar good Conduct in our own 
für — either dact or War.. 
| They Ts at „Sir, that our calling for the | 
norials, or — fem pain can be attended with no 
Confequence ng en to be ſach a can- 
N have ſheum, that our not 
— SS 
„by t urt of Spain ti 
hn no pe 
lather: ſubmit to any ame to an open 
with them. © But we are told, we ought not to call 
; becauſe: we have now no Occaſion far them; and to 
u we have no Occaſion for them, it is ſaid, that in Pur- 
e of the Reſolution we have come to, we cannot regu- 
at firſt, enter into any Enquiry, but that of the Truth 
Th 5 forth in the Petitions how to us. 


we have tamely ſuffered; which i 
no 1 contribute to the 
refore we ought-.to be ſa far 
xe poſhble, we ought to prevent 
lenty. If we rl 
ented to us, we muſt ſee we 
a merely to enquire into the Truth 
ane r * To provide 1 

„ as put an End to all Inſults and Depredations 
the Britiſh Labels, and to procure ſuch Relief for the 
appy Sufferers, as the Nature of their Caſe, and the 
lice of their Cauſe, require.” Are we not then, in Pur- 
| r of our Reſolution, to endeavour to. provide ſuch a 
iy, and procure fuch Relief ? And is it poſſible for us 
damm what may be a proper Remedy, what — 
r Relief, without ſceing what the Court of Spain 
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© There are but two Ways ys, Sir, of 


x, 
Err 7 For aper. 
may be moſt proper, is what we are to determügsyie Bt the 
we have in ſome Meaſure already reſolved tf determine, 
reſolving to take the Petitions» into our Conſiderations. 
this Purpoſe we muſt-neceſſarily examine mito they 
our paſt Negociations, whether they appear in tue Fan 
NepoGation or of Treaty as yet neither fulfilled, a 
Le ee e 
uiry we on, appear to 
nal rr nes, 
we have already made uſe of ſo much Ink and Papes 
any Effect, that I am afraid it will ——— 
begin to make uſe of another Sort of Ammunition 
already found there is no Truſt to be put even in , 
therefore, afier we have thoroughly examined uno t 
it may be the Opinion of this Houſe, that we muſt now 
2 — greach ha 
1 hope, we always ſhall our c greateſt Secu 
J mean, Sir, the Weight of our Metal, _ 
of our Swords. 

* Now, ſuppoſe, Sir, we. hould come W 
lution ; ſuppoſe we ſhould upon Enquiry ſind dt 
fectual Remedy can be provided, nor any ſuſficient Rh 
procured, but by Force ef Arms; that Reſolution, 1 
ſure, is to be offered to his Majeſty. by Way of Advice. 
ſo doing we incroach upon none of the Prerogatives uf 
Crown: We do that only which is our Duty ; for we' 
obliged to offer what we think the moſt wholeſome Ad 
to our Sovereign. Neither do we communicate 9 
Publick the Secrets of any Negociation, while it © 
tinues, or onght to continue, in the Shape of a 
gociation : we only give our Opinion that it 


ſurely, if the Parliament think fo, they have 4 N 
to ſay ſo, and to communicate their Thoughts, by Way 
Addreſs, to his Majeſty. The Power of 
War may be ſolely lodged in the Crown; but the Fa 
certainly have a Right to adviſe and addreſs 
tinuance of Peace, when they think it cannot be e 
with Honour, as well as they have a Right t avis 
addreſs againſt a War, which they think cannot be-prolen 
with Advantage. This is, in my Opinion, the p 
Enquiry we are to make, when we take theſe. 1 
into our Conſideration: We are to enquire, ' whether 
be any Probability of obtaining what the Petit onen ay 
in a peaccable Manner ; ny upon ſuch an Enquiry, 4 
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+ we can come to no Determination, n thoſe 
pers that are prupoſed by the Amendment to be left out 
the Motion: Therefore, I hope, the honourable Gentle 
n will withdraw his Amendment, and leave it to his Ma- 
iy, who is the only proper Judge, to determine, whether 
e Papers now moved for, are ſuch as may be ſafely com- 
qnicatec to the Houſe,” ie ü D cen 

The next who ſpoke was the honourable Henry Pelham Eſq; 
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dle laſt, did not continue in his firſt Opinion; for I am 
s fond of having an Opportunity to join with him in 
r fame Sentiments; but upon the t Occaſion I cannot: 
cauſe, I think, the honourable Gentleman who propoſed 
Amendment, gave ſuch Reaſons for what he propoſed, 
neither! have, nor, in my Opinion, can be anſwered. I 
all admit, Sir, that it is as neceſſary for a Nation to pre- 
ne its Character Neighbours, as it is for a private 
lun; but whatever Opinion the Court of Spain may en- 
rain of our Courage, or of our Unwillingneſs to come to 
open Rupture with them, I ſhall never be for doing any 
ing that may tend towards involving this, Nation. into an 
necefary War, for the Sake only of making that Nation 
lere we are no Way afraid of them. The Character of 
s Nation for Reſolution and Courage is already ſo well e- 
abliſhed, that we have na; Occaſion for making uſe of an 
«of heftoring Expreſſions, in order to convince the World, 
at we are not afraid of the Spaniards, whom the Gentle- 
n who are for a War repreſent as a very feeble Enemy. 
terefore, if upon any falſe and ill - grounded Opinion of 
rTimidity, they ſhould abſolutely refuſe-to do us Juſtice, 
may eaſily perſuade: them, that our Patience proceeded 
it from our Fear, but from gur Prudence; but this is not to 
done by any Reſolutions. of this Houſe; it is to be done 
iy by Fleets and Armies, after his Majeſty has told us that 
thing elſe will prevail. For this Reaſon, as long as there 
the leaſt Ground to hope, that the Court of Spain may be 
ailed on by peaceable Means to give Ear to Reaſon, we 
wht not to do any thing that may tend to interrupt or re- 
i any Negaciation, that may be carrying on. for that Pur. 
: And that-we are not as yet intirely deſtitute of ſuch 
ee, muſt be preſumed 3 becauſe, we may be aſſured, 
co ſoon as this comes to be our Caſe, his Majeſty will 
ci?) in the moſt ſolemn Manner to; bis Parliament, both 
| ; g Advice and Aſſiſtance. irn 12 204 0 p r 
As for the laſt Anſwer or Memorial from Spain, Ido not 
tend, Sir, to know. what it is; but I have been aſſured 
m Authority which I _ no Reaſon to ſuſpect, that 
2 it 


* 


\ Sir, a- of OS 1 5 | 
I muſt ay; L am ſorry the honourable Gentleman, who Mr. Pettam. 
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ne m jt can no Way be looked-on as a'finab Anſwers It ht 
r from being a flat Denial of Juſtice; that it {tems in 
Tnelinatiom towards doing Juſtice, as ſoon as fom²οñ §ν,ẽ,τ 
Facte can bs cleared Dy ; and Fam/told ir nia e 
ſuch Explanations, as may put aw End to all  oarsDiflerco 
ina peaceable Manner: Nay, I have good Renn- i 
to ſuppoſe it ſuch a · one; for if it had been then ii ey 
convinced his Majeſty would have direQly ordeded tn 
been laid before the Houſe. Suppoſe it then ſuch au αν -:. 
as, by proper Explanatiom, may lay ade be 
obtaining full Satisfaction and Security, in 1 
Mariner ; 1 ſhould be glad t kHDνðS how cho ER 
are to be obtained. The onhy Way of obtain 
muſt be by a new Memorial from this Court . bf! 
by Way of Reply to their laſt Anſwer; bur ES 
Weirlal Anſwer to be laid before this Houſe,” 
great Meafure, put it out of his Majeſty's Po 
ch Reply; for in that Caſe, I believe; Mag; his by 
jeſty's Servants would venture to adviſe him to ende 
or to give their Opinion what Sort'of Reply og 
ſent, until the Parliament had thoroughly —_ | 
Affair, and had come to ſuch Reſolutions ag" | 
think proper + ple yet the Occaſion! This the Patliag — 
not be able to till towards the End of the'Seffiony. dan 
which Time the Negociation between the two Cf 
be at an intire Stand; whereas, if it be left to ia 
th ſend! ſuch à Reply as he may think moſt prope ti 
gociation may before that Tin be brought to ſore er 
ot another; and in our preſene CircumRances, I * ier 
nothing can be of Advantage to this Nation, that e 
deſſariſy, but needleſſy, occafon a Delay in W on 
Differences with the Court of Madrid | 
From hence, Sir, I think it is e ident, that 
for the laſt Memorial from Spaiw would be g 
whatever Neceſſity there may be. for our ſeeing dd 
2 of the Memorials from that Court, before HN 
to any final Determination, relsting uo the Peritions'ws Wl: 
reſolved to take into our Conſideration,” yet chat vs 
neither does, nof can now appear; and therefore] 3464 0 
think there is a5 yet, the lea Occaſion for our eliag 0 
any of theſe Membrials. In the Courſe of tte Eg 
reſolved to male, it may appear nocoſſury for u ti h 
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thoſe Memorials laid before u, Sadwhen that doe 

ſhall be ready to join with arch Geurlemen in 4g poi: : 
Motion for that Purpoſe 3 but till theri;--I: think it vg for 
be Sled! becauſe our irjediately callin for thee, wh to” 
ally the hi, may be attended nd ie cee teh 
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any eg e e 
. 6 After what I have ſaid, Fir, 1 entleme: 1 
| cuſe me if I 22 0 I think jt would raſh and-precpy 
in us, to all or any of Ie at.) 
2 all beforg us, Ter n 
Reſolatons, Or ks . Dn INE 5 
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joſe Kings, who make the Preſervation of the Lives and 1 n. i 
doperties of their SubjeQs, their chief and greateſt Con- 
, „„ and reach Wes 3 | . 
After Mr. Pelham, ſeveral Gentlemen ſpoke for and 
inſt the Amendment propaſed 3 but I ſhall give you onl 
hat was ſaid by the two following, viz. Sir John Barnard, 
Sit Charles Wager "the former of whom ſpoke to the 
* ie as follows, vix. 0" _ CAE wy 
Sie i 66k | 
In all Debates of this Nature, Gentlemen ought tobe very air jos Bm 
: i OO Parallels betwixt public and private 
rnſaRtions. We have heard à good deal with Regard to the 
ential Conſideration df our a; g to the preſent Mo- 
jon: But give me leave to obſerve Sir, that the Character of a 
nion is very different from that of a private Man. A private 
an that has once eſtabliſhed a Reputation for Wiſdom and 
rage, may eafily, and generally does, preſerve that Repu- 
mon as long as he lives; but whatever Reputation a State or 
linedom may acquire at any one Time, is ſo far from con- 
wing as long as that State or Kingdom ſubſiſts, that on the 
ntrary, the Reputation acquired under one King, or one 
Iminiftration, always expires as ſoon as that King or Ad- 
iniſtration expires; and the Succeſſors muſt always begin 
den to acquire and eſtabliſh a Character for the Nation 
der their Adminiſtration. A Nation may acquire the 
geſt Character, the greateſt Eſteem, under one Reign 
Adminiſtration, and yet fink into the loweſt Contem 
der the very next. This was the Caſe of this Nation, in 
e Reigns of Edward I. and Edward II. in the Reigns of 
ward III. and Richard TI. in the Reigns of Henry V. 
Id Henry VI. and in the Reigns of our wiſe Queen Eliza- 


th and her A 2 
E in vain re, Sir, to pretend, that the Cha- 
ter of this Nation is eſtabliſhed, or that we can now de- 
ad upon the Character we acquired in any » wootlee an 
runder any former Adminiſtration : For our preſent — 
der, we cannot look beyond the Date of the preſent Ad- 
uniſtration, Now as his Majeſty's Name ought never to 
mentioned in any of our Debates; as nothing that is ſaid 
yy Gentleman in this Houſe, can be ſuppoſed to relate 
the King, but to the Miniſters for the Time being only; I 
y therefore beg leave to deſire Gentlemen to lay their 
lands upon their Hearts, and declare, what Sort of Cha- 
Ker they think this Nation _— under our preſent 
miniſtration, which, I muſt obſerve, began before his 
aeſty's Acceſſion, and with a Treaty of Peace be- 
ru Spain and us, which I never did, nor over — 
ö e. ; Ivy 
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iy ame of: * Xp th — deere 1 


e into the 
2 among our — 1 am it or” 


pat to hea very adv. inc — with feſpen 
dur Courage, ar Readin Fac of N In in Ne 
2 i b wher 


| would have produced a certain Cure. »+d 


Injurjes paſt, which would haye been the beſt 


4 
hae ere to think, a 
2 rather than et m: 
Ke an in a er . 1 = is nat the Caſe ; we eh have 
flatter rs ves with obtaining Redreſs by pe tal 
5 5 or Treaties ;. but while our Neighbour. — be he 
tain ſuch a Notion of us, I am fully convinced it w 
impoſlible. If our Eyepies 25% pay ful lr pages em . 
us, if they ti . r may vc e | 
than the .p for giving us 
may for ſome Time amuſe us. with — — pop mater 
grelles, they may even vouchſafe to grant us a. Case 
or a Treaty; bre de will appear acl any nothing b 
Expedients, artfully contrived by them, and a on 
treacheroyſly ſuhmitted to by us, for our Ruin d Nei! 
Nor compleat hw) the more inevitable. During theſe wi 
egociations, notwithſtanding the Treaties wake ma 
E being convinced they may do it wich": 
Ng oy wil e Indignities Hf 
Imp us, 5 fl we are reduced fo low hy _— 0 
hke a Man who has too long — hp eg off th 
per, we ſhall not have locient Strength ee _ 
of that Remedy, which, if it had been applied in 


© I ſhall not pretend, Sir tobe a compete Joe of 
ee 
tively what we have or mig 1 
Re, i ny Opin, we e and 2 41 
ucing, i ing ' i 
other of our Neigh BH orig eg hare jt l 


againſt any ſuch for the future: Nay, I am of Op Davo, 
we might have prevented moſt of the ities put — | 
without involving the Nation in a War. If my Informal 
be right, our — bbours the Dutch have fallen upon 21 


of preventing ſuc Indignities, without involving tl 
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u War: I ſhall not affirm it for a Truth, but we have 
ven told, that they have lately taken a Method with the 
e-eniſh Guarda Coſtas, which will make them a little more 
Antons, at leaſt with Reſpect to them, in Time to come: 
ey have fitted out Ships proper for the Purpoſe, and 
when they have found Guarda Coſtas not properly commiſ- 
ned, or ſuch as had ſeized or plundered any of their Ships, 
contrary to the Law of Nations, and to the Inſtructions they 
1.4 from thoſe who gave them their Commiſſions, they have 
treated them as Pirates, and have hung them up at the 
it's Arm as ſoon as taken, This is what has been com- 
only reported ; and it calls to my Mind a Story I have 
bard of a Gentleman, who received a Box on the Ear 
om 2 famous Bully at a Coffee-Houſe. The Gentleman, it 
ms, had not ſo much Courage as a Gentleman ought to 


btining Satisfaction in a peaceable Manner; but ſoon after 
de heard, that the ſame Bully, for ſuch another Piece of Be- 
uviour, had been caned and kick'd out of the Coffee - Room, 
by another Gentleman. Gods ſo! ſays the Poltroon, if 1 
bt known that Fellow would have been treated in ſuch 2 
Manner, I ſhould not have taken the Blow he gave me ſa 


ue who have dared to inſult him, I am afraid it is now be- 
tome in vain for us to expect to recover our Character, fo 
to obtain Satisfaction for Injuries paſt, or to ayoid meeti 


— 2X, _ ww 
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of ih future Injuries, an ceable Means: At leaſt, 
wo un ſure, it is not 11 for n to ſhew ourſelves ſo 
ons about avoiding a War, as our agreeing to the Amend - 
ent now propoſed will clearly ſnew us to be. 

een © Having thus, Sir, ſhewn, that we have no former 
on (Critter to depend on, and that nothing will more probably 


make a War neceſſary than qur appearing any Way anxious 
davoid it, I ſhall — examine ſome of the Alana made 
t of, againſt our calling for any of the Memorials or An- 
from Spain. As to the laſt Anſwer from that Court, 
ſich we are told arrived but a few Days ago, tho' cer- 
ally it might and ought to have arrived ſeveral Weeks ago, 
© _— that we + to call for it, — 
oT. V. Ss 


i 


"Ange 
2 


- 


bare, and therefore took it patiently : He thought only of 


..Ca tatiently. ; 2 
td call Nations, Sir, are apt to play the Bully with Ref- 
e one another; and if the Government or Adminiſtra- 
of 2 Nation has taken but one Inſult tamely, their 
in U eighbours will from thence judge of the then Character of 
ent Nation, without any Regard to their Behaviour under a 
mer Government or Adminiſtration; and will accordingly 
it rt them as Bullies do noted Poltrons; they will kick and 
ef them upon every Occaſion: And as a private Man, who 
＋ bs once got the Character of a Poltroon, can never wipe 
5 of that Character, or avoid ſuch Treatment, but by drubbing 


- © 


2 
3. J 


* 7) . * 882 1. SE? 
\ = : o * 
1 \ * n. I 
. 1293 of 
„ 
* * 


ſo doing, we ſhall prevent his Majeſty's being able to 6 
any Reply, till after we have examined into 5 Affair be 
us, and have come to ſuch Reſolutions as may de thou 
proper upon the Occaſion. Sir, for this very Reaſon we oog 
in my Opinion, to call for it. Ithink no Reply ought wh 
ſent but by the Advice of Parliament. The A is 1 
brought, and regularly brought before Parliament; und Ther 
no Miniſter will adviſe his Majeſty to ſend a Reply, til! 
knows the Reſolutions of Parliament. If any Miniſter dos: 
am ſure it will not be prudent: It will be a Peice of the get 
Diſreſpect he can ſhew to a Britiſh Parliament; and what 
ever Puſillanimity he may have been guilty of with refpef 
to foreign Affairs, I am ſure there will in that Cafe } 
no Reaſon to accuſe him of Puſillanimity with reſpel 
to domeſtick. Our obtaining Redreſs, or our obtaining 
ſreedy Redreſs, does not depend upon our ſpeedily ſending 
Reply of ſome Weight. Our Miniſters have areas 
many Memorials, many Replies, without any Effect: O 
Buſineſs is now to ſend, a Reply that will have ſome mc 
Weight than any hitherto ſent ; and ſurely a Reply fra 
his Majeſty, founded upon the Reſolutions of his Parliatnent 
will have more Force than any Reply he can ſend by f 
Advice of his Miniſters only. Therefore, _—— 0 
little R has hitherto been ſhewn by the Court of Spa 
to the Memorials of our Miniſters, I muſt - think it hi 
Time, even for them, to take the Aid of Parliament, and! 
wait for the Reſolutions of Parliament, before d 
adviſe his Majeſty to ſend any Reply to the laſt Anſwe 
from Spain; and for this Reaſon 1 ſhould think, that or 
Miniſters, of all others, would be the moft fond of havi 
that Anſwer laid before Parliament. 

I am ſurprized, Sir, to hear it faid, that the Necelf 
of our ſeeing all the Memorials or Anſwers from Spain u 
lating to the Affair before us, does not now TRE: It 1 
pears, Sir, upon the very Face of every one of the Peco 
we have reſolved to take into our Conſideration, Dez i 
every one of them expreſly affirm, That the Spaun 
haye unjuſtly ſeized and made Prize of our Merchant Slip 
in the deſtined Courſe of their Voyages to and from ti 
Britiſh Colonies?? Do not we Know that an unlawful Tr 
may be carried on by our Merchant Ships, in the Spa 
Weſt-Indies; and if any of them are detected in the al 
rying on of fuch a Trade, they may not only be ju 
ſeized, but juſtly condemned and made Prize of? And 
not we know that the Spaniards pretend, all or moſt of f 

Ships they have ſeized, were not in the deſtined Courſe 

their Voyage to and from the Britiſh Colonies, but were © 
. tefted and proved to have been carrying on an unhuf 
Trade upon their Coaſts ? Shall we then proceed d — 
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mine, that of our Merchant Ships have been unjuſtly 
oized and Prize of by the Spaniards, without examini 
what the Spaniards have to fay in their own Jultication ! 
Don't, for God ſake, Sir, let it be in the Power of our 
Fremies to tax us with Injuſtice ; let that be all on the other 
dae; but give me leave to ſay, that ſuch a Conduct would 
be unjuſt, and therefore highly unbecoming a Britiſn Houſe 
of Parliament ; and as we can no way examine into what 
de Spaniards have to ſay in their own Juſtification, but by 
the Memorials they have tranſmitted to this Court, 
therefore, upon the very Face of the Petitions we have re- 
ſylyed to into our Conſideration, it appears neceſſary 
for us to ſee every one of theſe Memorials, before we can 
come to any Reſolution relating to the Petitions now before 


„ to ſee all the Memorials or Anſwers from Spain 
tefore we can proceed to any Determination or Reſolution 
lating to the Affair we have reſolved to enquire into, I 
think it very needleſs to diſpute, whether or no there be 
ay Appearance of its being ſafe to communicate all or any 
of them to this Houſe. If his Majeſty ſhould think 1t 
uſfe to communicate any of them, we muſt put off our 
Enquiry, till his Majeſty finds that he may ſafely enable us to 
_ in it, by laying all the proper Materials before us : 
ut ſurely, Sir, we ought to proceed upon the Steps that 
are previous to that Enquiry, till we ſhall receive the 
diagreeable Information from the Crown itſelf, that it is 
not yet ſafe to lay all the proper Materials before us. For 
my Part, I think we have no ſuch Meaſures to keep with 
regard to Spain, as ſome Gentlemen ſeem to think neceſſary. 
[put no Confidence in any Negociation we can catry on, no 
wor in any Treaty we can conclude. I think our paſt Be- 
taviour has already made a War unavoidable; and I hope 
bs Majeſty has taken care that this Nation ſhall be as 
powerfully ſupported by proper Allies, in Defence of our 
wn Rights and the Rights of Mankind, as Spain can ex- 
Fett to be, in the Incroachments ſhe has made upon us, and 
upon the known Rights of all Nations; I mean, 
| undiſturbed Communication between the different 
arts of their own Dominions, and a free Navigation 
Ld the open Seas. Pr he 

* For this Reaſon, Sir, whatever Shame or Danger might 
aſe to ſome particular Men, I cannot ſee the leaſt Dan- 
Fer that could ariſe to this Nation; nay, I can ſee many Ad- 
M that might accrue to her, if all the Memorials, 
a all the Tranſactions, that have paſſed between Spain and 
* for theſe twenty Years, * printed and publiſhed, as 


4 | 
s I have ſhewn, Sir, that it is abſolutely neceſſary for 


were 
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en. were not only laid before this Houſe, but before the Publich 
CARA I will even go fo far as to. ſay, that it would be neither xn 
unbecoming nor a raſh Step for us, to come to a Reſolution 
by Way of Advice to his Majeſty, that War "ought' to he 
declared againſt Spain, if, within a ſhort limited Time, 
they did not promiſe Satisfaction and Security in the mot 

| expreſs and the moſt explicit Terms x 
In private Life, if a Man has been often and for fever 
"= Years ſollicited, in the moſt complaiſant Manner, to d 
| Juſtice, he ought, nay he muſt be threatened at laſt,” what. 
| ever may be the Conſequence : If he ſhould then in- 
diſcreetly ſtand upon a Punctilio of Honour, a Court of Lay 
would compel him not only to do Juſtice, but to pay dl 
Coſts of a Suit, which he had brought upon himſelf mere) 
by his own Obſtinacy ; and I hope the Fleets and Armies of 
this Kingdom will always be as effectual againſt obſtina 
Foreigners, as the Officers of Juſtice can be againſt obſtina 
Subjects. 
I am ſorry, Sir, to hear the Multitude of our Complaing 
made uſe of as an Argument for prolonging our Negociation 
Every one knows that the Length of our Negociations | 
added greatly to the Number of our Complaints ; and noy 
it ſeems, the Multitude of our Complaints ought to preri 
with us to continue our Negociations yet a while longer, 
this Rate our Negociations can never come to an End; f 
while they continue, the Number of our Complaints ui 
certainly increaſe daily, becauſe our Subjects, as long 2 
they have any thing to risk, will be making uſe of 'thok 
Rights they think they are intitled to, and this will g 
their Enemies' a Pretence and an Opportunity to- plunde 
them. Therefore the Multitude of our Complaints ſhoult 
rather be a Reaſon for cutting ſhort our Negociations 
Rate, than for drawing them out to ſtill a farther Lengt 
The Miniſtry, Sir, had better ſtrike a bold Stroke at once 
(and indeed it will be a bold Stroke) by giving up tic 
Rights that are in Diſpute, rather than continue them 1 
8 as a Snare for making our Subjects a Prey to ths 
Enemies. ; wh 
© Then, Sir, as to the Diſtance of the Places where « 
Complaints are to be examined, ſurely it can be no EN 
for the Spaniards not having made Satisfaction, with 
to thoſe Captures at leaſt, which they themſelyes have! 
bove eight Years ſince acknowledged to have been unju 
This too may be made a Reaſon for an eternal Negociati 
as well as for lengthening our Negociations yet a while lone 
for if the Diſtance of Places be an Excuſe for not having mt 
datisfaction for an Injury done ten Years ago, and acki; 
ledged as ſuch above eight Years ago, it will be an E cc 
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delay ing for ten Vean to come, to make Satisfaction for A e N. 
be Injuries done laft Vear, and ſoon in inſitum; and as we IIA 
«not, it ſeems, to have full Satisfaction ſor any Injury % , 
pre, till the whole be adjudged and aſcertained at the End "oF 
{the Negociation, we muſt never at this Rate expect full 
isfaction for any Injury paſt, , preſent, or future. 

„What Complaints, or what Demands the Spaniards may 
ave againſt us, as I know nothing of them, I-ſhall not 
wetend to ſay whether they are frivolous or not; I am apt OY 
v ſuſpect they are; but, Sir, if they are not, they may 
hen be a Pretence, and a juſt Pretence too, for the Injuries 
ey have done to us, or at leaſt for their not having made a 
il Reparation 3 therefore thoſe very Complaints or Demands 
wbt to come under our Conſideration at this JunRure ; and 
they can appear no where but in thoſe Memorials, which 
ave been tranſmitted from the Court of Spain to this Court, 
ey furniſh us with a new and an additional Reaſon far 
hewing, that it is abſolutely neceſſary for us to ſee all the —_— 
Memorials from Spain, before we can properly come to any | 
Refolution relating to the Affair we have reſolved to enquire 


lo, | | ; | 
© Thus, Sir, in every Light, in which the Queſtion can 
e pat, it appears, it now appears, neceſſary, to have all 
he Memorials or Anſwers from Spain, laid before us, if we | 
ſeriouſly inclined to get at the Bottom of the Affair we 1 
ave reſolved to enquire into: But I muſt ſay, that for my 
wn Part, I am very eaſy, whether any one of theſe Me- 
als be laid before us; becauſe there is one Fact ſuggeſted 
n one of the Petitions, which to me appears a ſufficient 
oſe for an immediate Declaration of War, and will there- 
re, in my Opinion, make it unneceſſary for us to enquire 
to any of the other Facts, ſet forth in the Petitions now be- 
Ire us. In the Petition preſented by the Merchants — 
dour Plantations, it is — That the Crews 
lome of our Merchant Ships are now in Slavery in OldSpain, 
where they are moſt inhumanly treated. This, Sir, is an In- 
lprity, a barbarous Cruelty, which a ſimple Releaſe of the 
nloners cannot excuſe. Nothing but Vengeance can atone 
r ſuch a cruel, ſuch an unchriſtian Behaviour. It is a Cruelty, 
wick the Court of Spain cannot — — 
imputing it to the Misbehaviour of their Governors in 
merica, The Government of Spain itſelf muſt be loaded 
ith it; and as it cannot be juſtified by any Pretence, or by 
ty Memorial whatſoever, if it be proved, which I believe 
twill, I ſhall think it a ſufficient Reaſon for giving it as 
ar Opinion, that War ought to be immediately declared a- 
Ft that Kingdom, without enquiring into any of the other 
Ks complained of, or ſeeing any of the 1 or 
. Wers 
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hough, 
ſuffe 0 
of Juſtice to which they care to appeal j they muſt 
Remedy that their Power preſents them with, which is 6 
xisfaftion by Arms. "426 | | 
Therefore, as J have faid, I am extremely enſy, why 
5 ther any of the Spaniſh Memorials be laid before us of nd 
a but if, out of an ill-timed Complaiſance ſor the Cum 
. Spain, and for fear of intruding upon their PunQilio's ( 
Honour, we now refuſe to call for any of theſe Memoti 
I am afraid this poor Nation can at preſent neither ma 
with Reparation for paſt Injuries, nor can it expect a prop 
Security againſt being expoſed to Injuries of the fame 
ture, for ſome Time to core. 7 
— Wager ſpoke in Subſtance as follows: 


ir, 
Charles Wazer, © I muſt ſay, that whatever the preſent Character of f 
2; Nation may be, I think we ought to do nothing raſhly, e 
ther for preſerving or recovering it. A Man of real Go 
rage and good Senſe is never jealous of his Character a 
therefore is not ſo apt to take Things amiſs, or ſo halty 
reſenting Aﬀronts, as one who has only a brutiſh Temen 
or a falſe and affected Co I do not know but that 
the Facts mentioned in the Petitions may be proyed; I | 
lieve they will; but if they were, I ſhould not take 
me to ſay, whether or no they could juſtify an immedt 
Declaration of War againſt Spain. This is a Judge 
which no Subject ought to make, becauſe the judging 

determining in ſuch a Caſe, is, by our Conſtitution, lodge 
in the Crown only. But ſo far I may ſay, that wha 

may be in theſe Facts, whatever may be our Caſe at 
ſent, we ought not to ſhow our Teeth till we can bite. 
No Nation in the World, I believe, Sir, ever dec 
War, till they were ready to enter upon Action; and as 
at preſent have neither a Fleet nor an Army ready, i 
| ficient for attacking ſuch a powerful Nation as Spain, Ih 
| we ought not as yet to do any thing, that may look like 
| Declaration of War, or even like a Reſolution to deci 
War. I believe no Gentleman will ſappoſe, that I enn 
induced, either by Intereſt or Inclination, to be again 
War, when I think it is become : On the can 
I ſhall then be as much for it, and as ready to tale 
Share in it, as any Man in the Kingdom; but if a 
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dl wo are fully prepared, and juſt en Ano n. — 
" Action. Every Man knows we are not fo at 8 
{us our callin fr witthe Memorials — bicher 
i Spain, 8 — publick Intimation, that we 
wallel upon a Rupture, I — therefore be for agree · 
zu the Amendment, and leaving it to his Majeſty to 

mounicate thoſe Memorials to us, when be thinks is H 


Om which he may do, and certainly will do, 
any Addreſs from us for that 
Nen , 


The e Queſtion being put upon the Motion/as it flood with- 
it the Amendment, it was carried in the Negative, Yeas 
% Noes 164. And che Amendment was then agreed: to 
iche t Diviſion. 
lurch 15. Mr. Comptroller pr to the Houſe, pur- 
itto their Addreſs to his — Cordes andExtraftsof the 
— Petitions, 2 Memorials, and all other 
relating to the Spaniſh Depredations upon the Britiſh 
185 which. have been preſented to qus Majeſty, or delivered 
ether his Majeſty's principal Secretaries of State, fince 
lidfummer laſt, together with Capies of Extracts of {ach 
lemorials or Repreſentations, as have been made either to 
he King of Spain, or his Miniſters, and of the Letters written 
his Majeſty's Miniſter at Madrid, relating to the ſaid De+ 
dations ; as alſo, (by bis Majeſty's Command. 
Copies and Extracts of Letters from he Majeſty Minifter 
Madrid, and from —— e Fear urs to — 
Joe to Letters wrote by one of this ajeity's 
of State is the fad Miniſter, and 6. E 
made by him to the Miniſters of Spain, — to 
8 | fi n BE. en with a Lift of the 1 


pers 
Aud the ſaid Liſt was read, and was 3 1 
2 of a Letter from Mr. Keene to the Duke of New · 


Dy Aug. 22, O. 8. * 25 N. 8. 17373 in- 


py of Lane from Aſe Keene to Mont. de ls Men, 
v.17, O. S. 28, NS. 17373 and 
Tranſlation. 
. Letter from the Duke of Newcaſtle w Mr. : 
t. 12, 17353 inclaſing, 
rere Duke 
INeycaſtle, Aug. 31, 1737; inclofing, 
2 Letter from Governor Matthew to the Board, 
une 14, 199% 
Exact of fo oe — 9 Matthew to the ere. 
Ty of the Board of Trade, July 18, 173 — — HI 
Copy of the Affidavit of — Harris — 


mor Mathew, July tuth, 1737. 


Extraſ 


_— | 14466 0 
nenn r r | 

CAA) Keene, Oh. 36, 1737 3.4 | 
Extract of 4 Letter from the Prefidenit..of the ©. 
RF Jalp-13th- an 

ng 31041 

'of che Depoſition of John Curtis, Commands, 

| the Ship St. James of Briſtol, and of the Boatſwain 
Sailors belonging to the ſaid Ship). ö 
S Copy of a Letter: from Mr. Keene to the Duke of N 
3 | \, caſtle, Madrid, Oct. N. S. 3. ene b. 


5 w_ Copy of a Letter from Mr. Keene to 7 
| Sept. 29, O. S. Oct. 10. N. 8. 1737, . n thre 
Tranſlation. 


Copy of a Letter from Mr. Keene to Mont. + h G 
dra. St. Ildefonſo, Sept. 28, O. 8. SANA un 
Tu᷑anflatin. 

Copy of a Letter from Mr. Ln Db 
caſtle, Madrid, Oct. 10. O. S. N. S. 21, 1737 incloſing 
Copy of 2 Letter from Mir, Keene to'the uiſs de 

08, 6, 08.17, N 8. 1737, and I 
- Tranſlation: ]. 

Copy of a Memorial ati Caſe of the three Ski 
the Reſtitution: of which 3, — demanded by his Offic 
of Sept. 28; 29, O8, Ott. 9, & 10, N. 8. 379 and 
+. Tranſlation... . 

Copy of a Letter from the Duke of Nerat 
Reene, Nov, 4th. 1735; incloſing, - +; + 

of a Petition of the — and Planten, in| 
halfof themſelves and-others, trading to and intereſted wi 


Britiſh Colonies. in America. a7 
Draught of a Memorial to be preſent by Mr. Keene Gen 
the King of Spain, and „ 
Tranſlation. | 


Copy of a ſhort State of the. Capture of the Ship t Ju le E 
with the Proofs annexed, taken 12 May 1737. 
Copy of a ſhort State of the Capture of the Ship Pri 
William, with the Proofs annexed, taken the 24th * 
1736 wy. 
"Copy of a ſhort State of the Capture pf the Geo 155 oe 
tine, with the Proofs annexed, taken the 2 iſt of un \ 
Copy of a ſhort State of the Capture of two Britiſh 
1ſt, The Loyal Charles; zd, The Diſpatch, clean 
Au: uſt, 1737, with the Proofs annexed. F 
py of a ſhort State of the boarding ny. Py c 
The Snow Neptune; 3 2d, the — William If 10. ( 
New-England Brigantine ; on the 12thof July 1737 wid 4 
_ annexed. 
of a ſhort State of the Attack of the a e Elen 
July _ 1737, with the Proofs annexed. - | eu. 


\ 


* 
3 * 
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42 10 v7 N 
1 n of the boarding and deln the Agno — 
n -Horſe, William Griffith Maſter, on. the 1 WP. 


| 00 Auguſt 1737; with che Preofe:annexed. 
an of a ſhort State of the Captures of the Bri 2 
Brigantine Hopewell, aud two other Ships, - Part of 

50 Fleet, taken 14 1 1732-3, with the. Proofs | 


ii £10 35 


of a ſhort State of. the i.of the fix falloving 
7 the Sloop Endeavour, the uda Sloop, the Sloop 
Jqull, a Sloop of Antigua, a Sloop of St,. Chriſtapher's, 
Friend's Adventure, all taken in February 1734-5 3 and 
three more Ships, which were attacked at the _ Tune, 
teſcaped, with the Proofs annexed. E. 
Copy of a ſhort State of the Captures of the Sloop: Thomas 
iche Prince William; Sloop Thomas taken 28 March 
14; Sloop Prince William taken gth September. 1731, 
th Proofs annexed. 
of a ſhort State of the Ship Richmond, taken April 
b, 1730, with the Proofs annexed. | 
py of a ſhort State of the Capture of the Ship ben: 
a January 13, 1528.9. 
y of the Petition of Edmund Sanders, Henry ry. Tongue, 
| Richard Farr, of Briſtol, Merchants, in behalf of them- 
s, Henry Lloyd, deceaſed, the Inſurers, Maſter, and 
men of the Ship Robert Galley, taken 12 May 1729. 
py of the Affidavit of _ . concerning his Loſ- 
by the Spaniards, October 34, 173 2 G. 
y of the Affidavit of Marra 7 Crymble, Oktober 315 


JG 

rnſlation of a Letter frorp the Governor of Porto Rico . 
Keene WH Ceneral Matthews, 3 of the Leeward- Iſlands, 

*. 4, O. S. 15, N. S. 17 

bxtraRt of a —_ —5 Fir. Keene 33 

le, Eſcurial, Oct. 17. O. S. 28, N. 8. 1737. 2 

ry of a Letter from Mon, % Quadra t to Mr. Keene, ' 
r 74: | 

Tranſlation, ; 

OY T's; Letter from Mont FR k Quadra: to Mr. Reene, 

20, N. S. 1737, 1-44 

ay 17% Pane lation. $94 = 

i ich nadl of a Letter from Mr. Keene to the Dake of New- 
in Jag Eſcurial, OR. 24, O. 8. Nov. 9 8. 1737 3 


ing, | 
py of a Letter from Mr. Keene to Monſ. de 1a Quadra, 
a O. S. 30, N. S. 1737, and 
ranſlation. 
matt of a Letter from Mr Keene to the Duke of New- 
e.Eſcurial, Oct. 31, OS. Nov. 11, N. S. 1737 — 
Y Copy 


ot, V 


Ango 11 Geo. II. 
oo, 


_ Keene, Nov. 24, 1737. 
Exwatt of a | ater 


| (nm) 
8 Mr. Keene to Mons. de 1a O 

Oct. 28, O. 8. Nov. 8, N. S. 1737, ad 
5 Tranſlation. | 
Extract of a Letter ben the Dake of Newell 


"7 


from Mr. Keene'to the Ditks of 
caſtle, Eſcurial, Nov. 7, O. 8, 18, N. S. 1737. 

Extract of a Letter from Mr. Keene to the Duke of Nen 
caſtle, Eſcurial, Nov. 14 ,. S. 25, N. S. 17 

Extract of a Letter from Mr. Kae to the Brlievs 
caſtle. Madrid, Nov. 21, O. S. Dec. 2, N. S. 1947; i 
cloſing, 

Copy of a Letter from Mr. Keene to Monſ. de la Nu 
Nov. 19. O. S. 30, N. S. 1737, and 

Tranſlation. 

N rod ern ah... Nov. 19,0. 
30, N. S. 1737, and | 
Tranſlation. 

Copy of a Letter from Mr. Keene to the Dake 
— Madrid, Dec. 2, O. S. 13, N. S. 1737; i 

1 
— of a Memorial accompanying the Proofs and Doc 
ments preſented to Monf. de la Quadra, relating to t 
Depredations in America, Nov. 29, O. S. Dec. 10, N 
1737, and 
Tranſlation. 
Copy of a Letter from Monſ. de la Quadra to Mr. Ke 
Nov. 22, O. S. Dec. 3, N. S. 1737, and 
tion. 
Copy of a Letter from Mr. Keene to Monſ. de la Qui 
Nov. 26, O. S. Dec. 7, N. S. 1737, and 
Tranſlation. 3 FIN 
Copy of a Letter from Monſ. de la Quadra to 
— O. S. Dec. 19, N. S. 1737, and 
ranſlation. 
Extra of a Letter from the Duke of Newcaſtle, a t 
Keene, Dec. 10, 1737. 
Extract of a Letter from Mr. Keene to the Duke of 
caſtle, Madrid, Dec. 12, O. S. 23, O. S. 77 11 
Copy of a Letter fom Monſ. de la Quadra to Mr 
Dec. 8, O. S. 19, N. S. 1737, and 
Tranſlation | 
Extract of a Letter om the Dake of Newelle to 


Keene, Jan. 7 T0870. 


*homas Czeraldino. 


Co Declaration by the Britiſh and 
Spaniſh Miniſters Jan, 28, O. S. Feb. 8, N,$.1731-2, 


5 Copy of a Letter from the Marquis de Tone 
| Nueva to the Governor of Porto Rico, Decem. 7, 
O. S. 18 g. N. S. 1737, and 

Tranſlation. 
Copy of the King of Spain's Cedula for the Reſti- 
tution — St. James, John Curtis Maſter, directed 
A e Decem. , O. 8. 20, 
N. S. 1737, and 
1 Tranſlation. 
Nad of a Letter from Mr. Keene to the Duke of New- 
lle, Decem. 26, O. S. Jan. 6. N. S. 1737-8. 
End of a Letter from the Duke of Newcaſtle to Mr. 
„Jan. 26, 1737-8. 
Enna of a Letter from Mr. Kenn its Baka of Mew 
Ale, Jan. 9, O. S. 20. N. &. 1737-8. 
pea Letter from the Duke of Newcaſtle, to Mr. 
„Feb. 2, 1737-83 incloſing, 
Copy of Captain Way's Letter to Meflieurs Drake, Pennant 
Long, Havanna, Aug. 14, O. S. 26, N.S. 1737. 
innit of a Letter from Mr. Keene to the Duke of New- 
le, Madrid, Jan. 16, O. S. 27, N. $.1737-8. 
Copy of a Memorial of the Merchants intereſted in and 
ng to His Majeſty's Colonies and Plantations in America, 
zired Feb. 9, 1737-8. 
Luract of a Letter from Mr. Ne ON Fw 
„Madrid, Jan 23, O. S. Feb. 3, N. S. 1737-8 
Exrift of a Letter from Conſul to the Duke of New- 
Ke, Cadiz, Jan. 17, O. S. 28, N. S. 1737-8. 
Copy of a tter from Captain Philip to Peter De la 
nt, in London, dated Aug. 11, 1737: 
lanft of a Letter from the Du ke of Newcaſtle to Mr. 
ene, Mar. 2d, & 3d, 1737-83 —＋ 
Copy of a Letter —4 Francis Muſgrave, Jan. 22d, ors 
rg . John Lucas. 
eb, 1ſt, 1737-8 
% Laiter from Lake Jefferſon, Cadiz, Feb. 6th, 


Unrat of a Letter from Mr. Keene to the Duke of New- 
| Feb. 12, O. % the 8. incloſing 
1 


Thomas Geraldino. 


Copy 


28 (174) 8 
ns Anno 11 Geo, U. Copy of Letter from Mr: | Keene do Neuf de la Q 


ai) Feb. 7, O. 8. 18, N. S. an % 19 We) vw 
8 Franſlation. i 
f Copy of a Letter from Keene wa Dite of Now 
\ Feb. 20, O. S. Mar. 3, N. S. my -incl6 
, Copy of a Letter from M. de wh Fa t, 7 
28. N. 8. 1737-83 anqegãẽ x 
- Tranſlation. 


Ordered, That the ſaid Papers do lie upon a Tak, to 
peruſed by the Members of the Houſe. © |. 
1 March 16. A Petition of Bryan Blundel, | 
Owners of te Ward Trafford, John Hughes, and James Bromfield, 
* on behalf of themſelves, and Captain William Rea 8 noy 
Sea, Owners of the Mary Snow of Liverpoole, Buri 
Ninety Tons, whereof the ſaid William Benſon was Cc — 
der, was preſented to the Houſe, and read; 
on the 8th of October 1730, (which was abont two Ye 
| after the Pacification between the Crowns of Great Brit 
a | and Spain was actually agreed upon, and likewiſe not 
to their reſpective Governments in the Weſt-Itidies) A 
Ship, as ſhe was proceeding on her V with k 
and other Merchandize on Board, from 1 Cr to i 
taken, Twenty Leagues diſtant from any of the * 
t ; minions in the Weſt-Indies, by a Spaniſh Guarda RG 
| contrary, as the Petitioners preſume, to the Laws of Nati 
| and the Treaties ſubſiſting between the two Crowns; 
| and that the faid Captain Benſon and his Ship' : Cie 
being ſtript of the (aid Ship and Cargo, to the Va 
of 37481. 18s 64. Jamaica Money, and alſo of 
Copper Still, and Three Boxes of Medicines, which a 
361145. 114 Sterling Money, beſides Intereſt thereof 
upwards of ſeven Vears, the ſaid Captain Benſon and 
Ship's Crew were turned into their Long- boat, and kt 
the Mercy of the Waves to ſhift for themſelves, and the f 
Ship and Cargo were carried into Porto Rico; and d 
the ſaid William Benſon ſoon after landing at St. C 
topher's, went thence immediately to Jaimaca, and in bel 
of himſelf and the Petititioners, applied to Admiral Stern 
who was then Commander in chief of His Majeſty's dt 
of War then ſtationed there, for Relief, Who {ent 1 
Majeſty's Ship the Experiment, Captain age 
mander, with the ſaid William Benſon on to Fo 
2 Rico, in order to demand the Reſtitution of the {aid d 
| and Cargo; and that accordingly the ſaid Captain «ory 
| 5 upon his Arrival there, ſent a Letter, dated che 311 
January 1730, O. S. unto the Governor of Porto ] 
demanding Reſtitution of the ſaid Ship and Cargo, and fettu 
forth the Illegality of the ſaid Capture; and that the a 
TR guy an immediate, though evaſive; — * 


— 
- — 


6175 . | 
me; whereupon the ſaĩd Captain Reddiſh wrote another Letter, 
ated the 1ſt of February 1730, O. S. in much ſtronger Terms, . 


ape of his Majeſty's Vice Admiralty Court of, Jamaica, relatin 

0 E Capture of the faid Ship and Garg as referring + 
wy of ſuch Letters and declaratory 'Sentence annexed to 
he aid Petition; and farther ſetting forth, that notwith- 
fanding the ſaid William Benſon had the Mortification 7 
be the laid Ship 3 Rico 5 „and egen | 

wove the Capture illegal, though the ſaid Captain 
beddiſh made ſuch — » as — yet the 
Petitioners or the ſaid William Benſon could never regain 
he (aid Ship or Cargo, or any Part thereof, or procure any 
Manner of Satisfaction for the ſame; and farther ſetting 
forth, that afterwards, viz. . the ſame Year 1730, the Pe- 
itoners made Application to this Houſe, in order to be re- 
eſed in the Premiſſes, and the Mate and Carpenter of the 
ud Ship were examined at the Bar of this Houſe, and there- 
pen ſeveral Papers were produced, and as they have been in- 
med, left in the Cuſtody of this Houſe, fully proving the 
legality of the ſaid Capture; but although his Majeſty was 
hereupon graciouſly pleaſed to uſe his Royal Endeavours to pro- 
ue Satisfaction at the Court of Spain for the Petitioners 
reat Loſs, yet the ſame have hitherto proved r in- 
feftual ; and that the Petitjoners, obſerving that there have 


ren ſeveral Petitions of the like Nature preſented to this 
ou, thought it not improper to crave again the Aid 
Alſtance of the Houſe, in this unfortunate Affair; and 

aof e eſore praying, that this Houſe would be pleaſed to take 
ich be Premiſſes into farther Conſideration, and grant ſuch 


lief therein, as to the Houſe ſhall ſeem fneet, | 
And the Copy of the Letters and declaratory Sentence 
ered to in the ſaid Petition, and annexed tp the ſame, 
rad: | | 


r Petition of divers Merchants, Planters, and others, 
= + and intereſted in the Britiſh Plantations in America, 
. behalf of themſelves and many others, is referred. 


urels to his Majeſty Copy of a Letter from Captain Dent, 
mmander in chief of his Majeſty's Ships at Jaimaca, dated 
* 10th December 1735, to Mr. Burchett; incloſing the 
Tranſlation of a Letter from the Governor of Cuba, 
= the 14th of December 1735, to Captain Durett of 
DO MER... TEES 3 
Copy of an Order to Captain Dent, Commander in Chief 
us Majeſty's Ships at Jamaica, dated the 26th of March 

; and alſo, R Extract 


| 


ind therein incloſed the Copy of the declaratory Sentence of be 


Orlered, That the ſaid Petition be referred to the Con- zn Charles Wager 
eration of the Committee of the whole Houſe, to whom | 


dir Charles Wager preſented to'the Houſe (purſuant to their —_ : 


Committee. 


\ 


1x Geo. u. 
1 2. 


Referred to the 


Committee. 


the Petition of divers Merchants, Planters, and othen, t 


Petition of the 


Glaigow Merchants. 


India Iſlands) are the principal Mercat for * 


5 Practices, and particularly laſt Vear have carried their Tnfuls 


2 Colonies, condemning them, with their Loadings, kia 
ing to a conſiderable Value, and by treating cruelly and! 
| humanly the Captains or Maſters of ſome of theſe Ships, wil 


tors at Carthagena, dated the 23d 9 555 17363 — 


on behalf of themſelves and many others, is 


chief Hans of 5 32 ah 98 r= an 5 
ief o jeſty's Ships at amaica, | 
November, I 7 6; and 28 — _ 

Copy of a ter from the V of the Sous, 
Campuay to, M Mr. Burchett, dated the 16th of December, 
1736; incloſin ; 


rat of a Letter ſrom the e Company's Fir 


© ap Account pf of i; Murder of 


And the ſaid Schedule was cod, 
Ordered, That the ſaid Papers b 
deration of the Committee of * whole Houle, to ur 


ing to and inteseſted in the Britiſh Plantations in Amerig 


A Petition of the Merchants in Glaſg , trading to i 
Britiſh Plantations in America, in be of themſelves s and 
many others, was preſented to the Houſe, — | 
forth, that the American Colonies (particular the T7: 


of this Country, whereby many Thouſands of his Mahi 
Subjects are employed and maintained; and 5 the Free 
theſe Parts has, for a Courſe of Years, been greatly at 

by the Depredations of the Spaniards, who have in toy 
Seas violently attacked and boarded ſeveral Ships in t 
lawful Courſe of their Voyages, and unjuſtly f "a 
made Prize of them, with their Effects, to the great L 
and Damage of the unhappy Sufferers, and the Diſe 
ment of the Trade and Manufactures of that Part of : 
Iſland ; and repreſenting to the Houſe, that, notwithſtat 
his Majeſty s moſt gracious Interpoſition, the Spaniard, & 
far from repairing the former Loſſes, ſtill continue the {ane 


to a greater Height than ever, by ing, pl 7 
ſeizing ſeveral Ships belonging to his Majeſty's Subj 
the deſtined Courſe of their Voyages to and from the B 


their Crews, contrary to the Laws of Nations, and in mani 
Violation of the Treaties ſubſiſting between the two Crown 
and that by theſe arbitrary Proceedings, the Trade and N. 
vigation to and from America is rendered very unſafe a 
precarious, inſomuch that the Inſurance from Jamaica ® 
greatly riſen on theſe Accounts only, a Charge, which tut 
Trade in its preſent low State is altogether. unable to * 


* 


* 177) 
gat, wid ly and effeQual Remed „ the | IQ , 
184. N gation will | err "with 4 yt a 

2 1 en very m h diminiſhed, if not re 
* bly jos and that any Nation's farting the Power of n 
unmzging and detaining Britiſh Ships (at kheir = 
-— their lawful Voyages i in the American Seas, is in 
, as the Petitioners apprehend, claiming and SY 
+ ſole Sovereign 7 of thoſe Seas, and an high Indi 
e Honour of th Britiſh Nation; 5 and that the Ars x Beg 
n Perſons, and plundering the Properties of his Majeſty's | 
bietts, as the Petitioners conceive, is and will be atte 

th Confequences very fatal to Great-Britain ; and therèe- 
praying the Houſe to conſider the Premiſſes, and to give 
ch Remedy, as to the Houſe ſhall ſeem meet. 
Ordered, That the ſaid Petition be referred to che Conſi- — We 
tion of the Committee of the whole Houſe, to whom the 

ition of divers Merchants, Planters, and others, trading 
nd intereſted in the Britiſh Plantations in America, on | 
half of themſelves and many others, is referred. 
Mr. Comptroller + to the Houſe; that their Addreſs Mr. Comptroller. 
at his Majeſty would be ſly pleaſed to give Directions, 
2 « Copy of the Treaty between 
2 2 and Spain, * accommodating Differences, 
eventing Depredations, and ſettling a Peace in America 
acluded at Madrid, Ja ly 8, 1670,) had been preſented to 

ls Majeſty ; and that his Majeſty had commanded him to 
T in this Houſe, that he will give Directions accord- 


4, 


the Petition of divers 157 Planters, and others, 
ling to and intereſted in the Britiſh Plantations in Ameri- 
in behalf of themſelves, and many others; 
Ordered, That the ſeveral Pagers yeſterday preſented to —_—_— 
D Houſe, relating to the Spaniſh Depredations upon the © 
ti Subjects, be referred to — ſaid Committee. 
Ordered, That the Extract of the Treaty of Peace between 5 
pain and the United Provinces of the Low-Countries, made 
Munſter, 30 Jan. 1648, Aritcles 5 and 6, preſented to 
e Houſe the 22d Day of February, 1726, be referred to 
ke ſaid Committee. 
| Ordered, That the Tranſlation of the ſaid Extract, then 
ewiſe preſented to the Houſe, be referred to the ſaid 
Mmittee. 
Ordered, That the ſeveral Papers, preſented to the Houſe 
e oth Day of this Inſtant . to Applications for 
e Stores from his Majeſty's Plantations in America, 
tered to the ſaid Committee. 
March 


am DNS. "March — 


. 


Tho. Pelham, Eg; ſuant to their Addreſs to Nis Mijett: 


[ 


ns ford, Sai of a Ship unjuſtly ſeized by the Spanian 
the Leeward Iſlands, dated at Anti the 17th of 


/ 
Order of the 
for the Houſe 

* intva Committee. 


Paper laid before Ordered, That the ſeveral Papers preſented'to this mW 


in behalf of themſelves and many others, is quran 
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, Others, trading to and intereſted in the B itiſh Pl 
America, in behalf of themſelves and — 
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Commiſſaries in Spain, be referred to the ſaid 15 
Ordered, That the overal Papers preſented- to. this 
the 23d Day of January, 1735, from the Commiſf 
for executing the Office of Lord High 8 ot Gp 
Britain, be referred to the ſaid Committee., 


Ordered, 'That the ſeveral Papers pn EG 
the 19th Day of February, 1735, to meh 2. i 
. tained by his Majeſty's Subjects, by Depretations Þ 0 
by the Spaniards in Europe or America, ſince the 25th Dif 
of March 1725, be referred to the ſaid Committee... {| //- 
Then the Houſe reſolved itſelf into the ſaid Committee 
and after ſome Time ſpent therein, Mr. Speaker rplumel 
the Chair; and Mr. Alderman Perry reported from be 
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28945 © which che 

LES Fo uy hes ir Ships al 

4A from. one Part of 

bs Majeſty's to any. other Part of his Majeſty's 
Dominions. This, Fe 6 2 is likewiſe, A. 2 Which 
1 *. in common aj 5 Nations the Suh; 
4 every, 2 we a Right to — 5 err Ships 
me Goods ale, f from. ons. Part of theit Po- 


ninians to another, e the Tranfporting of 76 


hibited by a Law amongſt th In this Cafe 
be ited hy A, amon In this Case 
i e 90 a. EP) . contraband by the 


wy. ſuch Commodity from Jamaica to London; and 

ach as well ſend their Guarda Colta's into the Britiſh, Chan- 
xe, to ſearch. our Ships in 1 from Briſtol to. 
London, and to ſeize if any Goods ſhould be 
band on board... as to fend Guarda, d Ranch, our 


dlups on their Paſſage. from Jamai N ica, %: other of our 


ien ite 6 Lesbe e that we AED 


Dominions in America, — dat 25 
(aſe of their Ne 2 any. oor Goods and be e 
u Uſurpations are "Things of a quick Growth, and W 
75 we continue in 1 n 2. Bt * mY 
ears longer, I do. not ut t e 
Mouth of the Thames is heſet with Fay Guarda, Coſta' 8, 
morder to ſeize all Britiſh Ships, ſailing in or aut, that, ſhall 
ie found to have on board what they may pleaſe. to call contra · 
bud Goods: Nay, L do nct know but this might have hap- 
Fred already, 1 it bad s not heen for qur Neighbours the 
Duch, who, I believe, draw moſt of our Spaniſh Gold and 
dilver away from us; and therefore would not tamely allow 
a Trade, even of ours, to be interrupted, by which, oy 
ſo great Gainers. Aol 
\* Contraband Trade, Sir, is 8: Trade /that pever can take 
Face but in Time of War. To talk of a contraband Tapes 
| Time of Peace, is. ridiculous, becauſe. all Win 
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portation or Taporracin of any | 
they pleaſe, into or from their 
Foreigners who trade with them are 
and may be puniſhed, if they 
Cn ORE trade : 
Deſign to any nne 
at any of its b have no Occaſion to take the leaſt Nolte 
of what Goods are prohibited in that vor cin they 
de puniſhed, be, they- Hall, in the enen 5 
Coaſts of that Country, with ſuch Gods 6h Beard 
is the Law of a particular Country —— 
ibited; and whete the Laws 1 have 6 
orce, the Goods cannot be ſuppoſed to be prohibitet. oo: 
Now, Sit, with regard to Britiſh Ships, tralfing to 
any Port in Old Spain, they may have | 
board, and may, in a proper Manner, be ſcarched © 
Spaniſh Officer, properly commiſſioned for that . 
with regard to any Britiſh Ship or from wy N 
in New Spain, or in any of he Span Do Dominion in 4 
merica, it is ridiculous to ſay ſhe can 
Sort' of prohibited Goods on board, and | 
the Goods on board; of whatever Kind, betler 
Ship and Cargo may be ſeized and made Prize 
ſhe had not one Shilling's Worth of any Sort of © 
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board, the Ship may be ſeized and made Prize of dent 

eicher Caſe, ſhe is not ſeized for ha n _.. 

board, but for having been en {inn ak 2 1 
C This, Sir, is the State 2 NC 


the Trade between Britain — 
Mention made of prohi 
fee, that wherever there is 
Prohibited, i — pero — | — 
Spain; with reſpect to that it is pd 
a Need fer free ape te ar nüt! 
a M preſcribed, which the Spam. 
are obliged to obſerve, — 2 K 
1 any of the Ports of Old Spain, in ſearch of A 


4387 } 
z made expreſly for regulating our mutual Affairs in A- 
nerica, the Word Contraband 3s net ſo much as quce men- 
ned in the whole Treaty; and the Reaſon is very plain ; 
& where there is no Trade, there can nd foch Thing as 
ohibited Goods; and as all Trade in that Part of the 
World, between the Subjects- of the two contracting Parties, 
by that very Treaty expreſly forbid, therefore it would 
ave been abſurd to have made any particular Regulations 
jith regard to the Species of Goods, in which their Trade 
to be carried on. 


nich they ridiculouſly call contraband, are Goods which 
1 be had no where but in their Plantations in America; and 
hat therefore, if any ſuch Goods be found on board any of 
ur Ships in thoſe Seas, it is a certain Proof that ſuch Ships 
ure been carrying on an unlawful Trade on their Coaſts in 
t Part of the World: But I likewiſe know, Sir, that this 
dat is falſe. There are no Goods that can be found in 
te Spaniſh Settlements, but what may be found, and 
wy be purchaſed, in our own Settlements ; even Spa- 
ih Pifoles and Pieces of Eight may be found in our Set- 
lements, without any of our Subjects having been engaged in 
u unlawful Trade with their Settlements ; becauſe, beſides 
e lawful Trade now carried on between our South-Sea Com- 
ny and their Settlements, the Spaniſh Governors themſelves 
ſen ſend to our Settlements for Proviſions ; theſe Proviſions 
ey purchaſe either with the current Coin of Spain, or with the 
oods of the Produce of their Settlements in America; nay, I 
told, Sir that it wou'd be found” impoſſible for the Spaniſh 
dettlements to ſubſiſt, far want of the Neceſſaries of Life, were 
ey not ſupply'd by our Plantations in this Manner. Theſe 
cod, or this Money, being thus lawfully brought to our Settle- 
dens ſurely our Ships may take them on board, and may bring 
em to Britain, without having ever been engaged in 
unlawful Trade with the Spaniſh Settlements m A- 
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But ſuppoſing, Sir, that ſome Spaniſh Gold or Silver, ei- 
ber Barrs, or in Piſtoles and Pieces of Eight, or a Parcel of 
docs of the Growth of the Spaniſh Settlements in America, 
al been originally brought from thence by means of an un- 
vful Trade; ſuppoſe ſuch a Thing could be ful- 
proved, which I think is impoſſible ; yet if _ thoſe 
ect be once landed in any of our Settlements, and there 
to a fair Purchaſer, and by him put on board a Ship, in 
er to be carried to any other Port in the Britiſh Dominions, 
hit upon it, that the Spaniards have no Right to ſearch 


raren 


A a 


J know, Sir, the Spaniards pretend, that thoſe Goods 


kt Ship, and much leſs to ſeize and make Prize of her, or 
Yor, V. & £2999 * of 
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iid Goods. - Whereas) in the Treaty, of- 1670, - which 499.12 Gu. 
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ir Cargo ; for 2 Rpt, 
Britiſh Ship, 


in the Ports, Havens, 2 
the 20 che King of Spain in America. 
an illicit Trade with Spaniſh Settlements in 
does not fix ſuch a Vitium reale upon the Goods. Gt 
from thence, that they may be ſeized or reclaimed by b 
Spaniards, wherever, and whenever, they can | 
find them; and that notwithſtanding their having ban 0 
5 a ee in an open 4 This would be 
W e Spaniards a ter Privi with rel 

GR a from hm at an edu Price 2 
by means of an illicit Trade, than is uſually allowed 4 
Owner of ſtolen Goods by any Law in the World. It i 
Priviledge which was never granted them by any Nati 
and if we ſhould through Fear of a War make them ſuch 
Conceſſion, I ſhould expect that they would ſoon pretend 
come and ſearch our Bank, and all our Goldſmiths and od 
Shops in London, in order to ſeize and carry off all the $; 
niſh Gold and Silver they found; for if they can, by i 
Means they have uſed, but once obtain one unjuſt Conceſly 
no Man can tell how far they may afterwards go, or 
their Compaſſion towards us may induce them to flop. 

© Upon this Point, Sir, I have been the more partical 
becauſe 1 I think the Spaniſh Miniſters, and our Miniſter 
gether, have by their Memorials quite confounded it. 
confounding the Treaty of 1667, with that of 1670, 
Spaniſh Miniſters have inſiſted, and ours ſeem to have adn 
ted, that there may be ſuch a Thing as contraband Geok 
board Britiſh Ships, failing in the Seas of America; wi 
have ſhewn to be impoſſible : With reſpect to our South4 
Company's Ships, they may I admit carry on | 
Trade, becauſe they are by Treaty allow'd to have * 
under certain Reſtrictions with the Spaniſh Weſt-Indies; 
no other Ship of ours being by Treaty allow'd to have 
Trade with them ; they never can fall under the Intent 
of the Treaties made to late the South-Sea 1 
Therefore, I am ſurprized to find, that our Miniſters al 
the Word Contraband to be brought i into the Diſpute ; atic 
am ſurprized, that upon its being firſt mentioned, they di 
explain the Point much more clearly than I find they 
done in any of their Memorials ; for this ſeems to it 
Principal Point in Diſpute between us, and ought den 
to have been explained in the moſt clear and ſuccind 1 
ner. 

« As this has not, in my Opinion, yet been done, and a 
a Matter of great Importance, I think, Sir, it ought ! 
done by this Houſe ; and for this Purpoſe, the next l 
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adiſputable Right of the Subjects of Great Britain, to 


m one Part of the Britiſh Dominions, to any other Part of 
Britiſh Dominions ; and that no Goods, Merchandize, or 
cd ſo carried, are by the Law of Nations, or any other Trea« 
ſubüſting between the two Crowns, to be deemed or taken as 
unband Goods, and that the ſearching of ſuch Ships on 

open Seas, under Pretence of finding contraband Goods, 
kighly injurious to the Trade of this ki gdom ; a Viol 

n of the Law of Nations, and an Infraction of the Treaties 
ſting between the two Crowns. | 

t [muſt now take Notice, Sir, of the Right which the Sub- 
a. of Great Britain have to Poſſeſſions in the Province of 
dan, and to cut Logwood in the Bay of 4 
lis is a Right peculiar to this Nation; but it is a Right 


tend ich the Spaniards cannot, with the leaſt Shadgw-of Reaſon, 
4 etrovert, becauſe we were in Poſſeſſion of Lands in that 
de inc, and were in Uſe to cut ood wherever we 
1 3 in that Bay, long before, and at the Time of the Trea- 
6M of 1670 ; and ſince by the 7th Article of that Treaty it is 


rely ſtipulated, =— That the King of Great Britain, 
tis Heirs and Succeſſors, ſhall have, bold, keep, and al- 


- "215 poſſeſs, in full Right of Sovereignty, Signiory, Poſ- 
inen don, and Pn al the Land Counties: Iſlands, 
| it, Colonies, and other Places, be they what they will, lying 

rd fituate in the Weſt-Indies, or in any Part of America, 
Zan bich the faid King of Great Britain and his Subjects now 


hold and poſſeſs ; infomuch that they neither can nor 
ppht hereafter to be conteſted or called into Queſtien, upon 
1 Account, or under any Pretence whatſoever ;'—— 
terefore it mult be granted, we have an unconteſtable Right 
poſſeſs the ſame Lands in that Province, and to cut Log- 
vd in that Bay; unleſs it could be ſhewn, that we have by 
be Treaty fince that Time given it up. But fo far other- 
e, that this Treaty, and this very Right, has been con- 
ned by every Treaty, between the two Crowns, ſince that 
ie; and by the firſt Article of the Treaty of Commerce 
Utrecht, this Right is not only confirmed, but farther ex- 
ned, by the Addition of theſe remarkable Words : 
tout Prejudice to any Liberty or Power, which the 
dabjects of Great Britain enjoyed, either through Right,Suf- 

ice, or Indulgence.” | | 
* But, Sir, to put this Matter beyond all Diſpute, I muſt 
jaunt you, that as ſoon as the Spaniards began to conteſt 


and oF fight with us, which was very ſoon after the Treaty of 
b d notwithſtanding the Words I have mentioned, his 


Majeſty referred it to the Board of Trade, and that Board, 
Aa 2 after 


ball make, ſhall be for this Committee, to reſolve that it is. . a u. 
their Ships all Sorts of Goods, Merchandize, or Effect, — 


Anne tr. Geo II. 


(4900 
after a ftrict Enquiry, and full. Inſotmation, rep6 = 7 
That the ſaid American Treaty did eſtabliſh à Right in wi 
« Crown of Great Britain to the Languna de 'Termiines in i 
Province of Jucatan, and the Parts adjacent; "thole Place 
© at the Time of the Treaty, and for ſome Years bet 
© being actually in the Poſſeſſion of» the "Britiſh 30 
c jeQs.” 7 | | hy 
. From what I have ſaid, Sir, it is plain, that this Ri pg 25 
is ſtill in the Crown of Great Britain, and therefore thezd Ret mt 
lution I am to propoſe ſhall be, That it may be reſolved, th 
the Subjects of Great Britain did hold, and poſſeſs Lands in i r 
- Province of Jucatan in America, antecedent to and at the Tin 
of the Treaty of 1670; which Treaty confirmed the Right 
every contracting Party, of ſuch Lands or Places, as 5.x a 
at the Time hold and poſſeſs, And that the Subjects of Gre 
Britain then had, and have at all Times ſince claim'da = 
of cutting Logwood in the Bay of Campechey, and enjox 
the ſame without Interruption till of late Vears: Whit 
Right ſeems further particularly ſecur'd to us, by the Mam e 
in which the firſt Article of the Treaty of Commerce a 
trecht, confirms the Treaty of 1670, with theſe rematkib 
Words — without Prejudice to any Liberty or Power, wi 
the Subjects of Great Britain enjoyed, either through RU unn 
« Sufferance, or Indulgence. a 5 
I am now come, Sir, to the laſt Right, which I ſhall ti) 1 
Notice of upon the preſent Occaſion; which is that Right one 
Suhjects have to gather Salt on the Iſland of Tortugas, an 
inhabited Iſland in the Weſt-Indies, which the Spaniards f 


belongs to them; but by what Right I do not know ; fort! FI 
have neither Fort, Caſtle, nor Waretouſe, upon the Iſlan pe 
nor any other Sign of Poſſeſſion that I know of. Hoe 
ſuppoſe they have the Property, or rather the Domi Pte: 
that Iſland, *tis certain we were in Uſe, and claimed a n 


to gather Salt there, before and at the Time of the Treat rate 
1570 ; therefore this Right was confirmed to us by that TI 
ty, and reconfirmed by the Treaty of Commerce at U e 
But this is not all, Sir, with reſpect to this Right; we have i" © 
expreſs and a particular Convention between Spain and u 
plead in its Favour. By the zd Article of the Treaty of Commer: 
between Great Britain and Spain, concluded at Mari 
the Year 1715, this Right or Privilege is exprefly conim nd th: 
in theſe Words: — © His Catholick Majeſty permits the k 
Subjects (meaning Britiſh) to gather Salt in the Iſle of Int 
tugas, they having enjoyed this Liberty in the Reign of en 
Charles II without Interruption." | 

From all theſe Treaties, and from a Poſſeſſion almoſt a n 
interrupted for above 60 Years, one would have the 
Sir, the Spaniards would never have attempted to diſturds 
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in (licolarly confirmed ; but no Words, no Treaties, | 
| be Rights of a Nation, when their Sword feems to be ruſted 


"is Scabbard. Notwithſtanding att theſe Treaties, the 
baniards, about fix” Years fince, attacked our Fleet of Mer- 
tant Ships, that was gathering Salt on that Ifland, fired ſe- 
i Broad - ſides upon one of his Majeſty Ships of War, ſery- 
g2stheir Convoy, took and made Prize of four ofthe Mer- 
mt Ships, and would have taken a, eat many more of them, 
had not been for the good Conduct and valiant Beha- 
; in w of the Gentleman that commanded the Man of War, 
ben ſerving as their Convoy; who,notwiuutanding the great 
keperiority of the Enemy, kept them in Play, till moſt of the 
erchant Ships got off; and thereby ſhewed to the Spaniards, 
hat their Impunity was not owing to the Cowardice of our 
2 Ceptains, but to the Tameneſs of our Miniſters. As that 
enjoje leman then ſhewed that he had Courage to offend, as well 
f Conduct to defend, I hope if we do come to a Rup- 
eich Spain, he will be one of the firſt that ſhall be 
e at ummiſſioned. — £ * ; : 
ark © This Outrage, Sir, was not committed by Stealth, or by. 
r whdFr'ons not properly commiſſioned : It was not committed by 


| RighfWommon Guarda Coſta's, who, often, have their Commiſſions 

ch from the Spaniſh Governors in America. No, Sir, it 
all t committed openly, avowedly, and by Spaniſh Men of 
gt ar, bearing the King of Spain's Commiſſion, and ha- 


an Js expreſs Inſtructions from his Governors for what they 


for t * Theſe Inſtructions, Sir, were not to perſuade, but to 
mpel, as all Inſtructions to Ships of War ought to be; for 
kets or Armies were never, till of late Years, ſent out as 
Anion ator: or Ambaſſadors 3 they were never ſent out but a- 
unſ thoſe that had been found to be obſtinate 3 and the Ob- 
Yeaty ate were generally at laſt obliged to pay the Charges of 
ung them out, | | 8 
juech e © for my Part, Sir, I am ſurprized, that ſuch an open 
have ron ed Inſult upon the Flag of the Crown of Great 
nd un, vas not purſued with immediate Vengeance: I am 
mme red we had che Patience to ſend to the Chart of Spain 
aurid &mand Satisfaction and Reparation ; and yet, Sir, I don't 
dim et we have hitherto received any Satisfaction for the Af- 
; the ("nor any Reparation for the Damage done. Nay, the Spaniſh 
of Jet ſeems to mind it fo little, that they have not ſo much as 
of mentioned it in their laſt Memorial. This Affair, I muſt 
Sir, puts me in mindof the Story of a Gentleman, who, 
en receiving a Box on the Ear, asked him that gave it, 
thougne "© Was in jeſt or in Earneſt; and upon the other's anſwer- 
urbuINEG © was in great Earneſt, the honeſt Gentleman __ 
only, 


6 Poſſeion of a Right, is often, ſo expteſly,” and E | 


e 


jeſty to determine, what Satisfaction or Reparation 


ner, by the Reſolutions of Parliament; I ſhall next take 
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r mo our Joke upon this RI 


N 2 but I hope the Nation will not content 
returning a Joke for ſuch à ſerious Blow. 

It is not Reſtitution, Sir, it is pot-Reparation, that 
atone for ſuch an IS a Inſult; nothing can ſatisfy the 
nour of the Brit} but the Inflicting Tek . 
niſhment upon thoſe Captains that e- bas the Outr:s 
or upon the Spaniſh Governor that gave the InſtruGians. I 
ther the one or the other muſt be hung up, and, L 
in Chains too, upon the Iſland where the O 
bery was mitted, as a Monument of Britiſh TRY 
If we are negociating, if we continue to negociate, this o 
to be inſiſted on as a Preliminary 3 and if it 1s not g ned 
Preliminary, we ought immediately to break off Neg 
and reyenge ourſelves upon the Country, that 4 = m 
tect ſuch Criminals ; for if we allow ſuch an Aff 

paſs unrevenged, I will take u * me to forete], that 
955 niards will per form no Promiſe they make to ns, nor dd 
ſerve any Treaty they conclude. 

* However, Sir, I ſhall be for leaving it entirely ſo his 


bt 
be deemed ſufficient ; but as to the Right we haye of * . 
ing Salt in that Ifland, I think it qug 25 to be 7 (- Thy 
Reſolution of this Houſe : 7 the 2 8 
ſhall make to you, ſhall be, to reſolve, that 
Fleet of Shim oo athering Salt i in the Iſland of Tortugas, 
under Convoy of one of his Majeſty's Ships of Yon. by t 
Men of War belonging to the King of Spain, fring on i 
Conyoy, and taking four of the ſaid Ships, was a notorious 


fraction of the Convention fign'd at Madrid, December V 
1715, and a high Inſult on the Honour dus to the Flag e rer 
Great Britain. | "= 


* Having thus, Sir, mentioned and explained the f 
Rights of this Nation in America, which I take to ee x 
Conſequence, that they ought to be particularly eſ 
and alerted, in the moſt ſolemn and the moſt explicit) 


tice, that it appears that the Court of Spain, though it « 
not in dirett Terms deny that we are entitled to ſome of the 
Rights by the Treaties I have mentioned, yet that it raiſes 
many Difficulties, and claims ſuch Privileges as in the m 
amount to a total Prohibition of all the Britiſh Navy 
tion and Trade in America, It has likewiſe been pry 
our Bar, that the Subjects of this Nation have been 

and interrupted i in the Exerciſe of every one of them, 90 | 
Spaniſh Guarda Coſtas in America. The Spaniards hav 


* . 
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+ Years not only ſeized and confiſcated our Merchante-Ships 4 in, Gas. ft 
V carrying on their lawful Trade in the Iſland of Tortuga 8 
d Bay of Campechey ; but they have ſtopt, ſearched, and . 
ndered them, for failing upon the open 'Seas of America . 
bare even ſeized and made Prize of them, for tranſport- 
- ſome Sorts of Goods from one Part of his Majeſty's Do- 
*:1ns to another, in manifeſt Violation of the known 
dus and Privileges of the Britiſh Nation. | 
{Theſe are Rights, Sir, which are all ſo firmly eſtabliſhed 
zo by Treaties ; they are Rights which we have been ſo 
r in Poſſeſſion of, that I am ſurprized how the Spaniards 
ld find a Pretence for controverting any one of them; but 
en I conſider the great Superiority of our Naval Force, 
4d the great Expence we have been at of late Years in ſup- 
ning that Naval Force, and in fitting out almoſt every Year 
midable Squadrons, I am much more ſurprized to find, that 
|: Spaniards have been ſo long allowed not only to controvert, 
i ictually to interrupt and diſturb us in the Poſſeſſion and Ex- 
ſe of thoſe Rights. If they had reſted ſatisfied with deny- 
gz that we had any ſuch Rights; if they had refuſed to ac- 
wowledge them in direct and explicit Terms, we might, for 
e Sake of Peace and Conveninency, have ſubmitted for a 
n Time to ſuch a Piece of Injuſtice ; but their plun- 
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| by ng and making Prize of our Merchant-Ships, for exerciſ- 
lion r any of thoſe Rights, is an Injury which we cannot in 
ng ol WWWonour ſubmit to; and their pretending to ſtop, ſearch, or 


ue, under any Pretence whatſoever, thoſe Britiſh Ships, 
uch they find ſailing upon the open Seas, either in America 
elewhere, is an Uſurping of a Right or Dominion which 
nconſiſtent with that Trade, which is the Life and Soul of 
us Nation; and therefore claimed our utmoſt Attention, in 
e rery Beginning. We all know, Sir, how ſoon Proſcrip- 
in eſtabliſhes a Right: Uſurpations of every Kind gather 


88 


4 


erg eeugch from their Continuance, and that which was at firſt 
ed roll unjuſt and a moſt violent Uſurpation, may at laſt be- 
mn we ſettled and an uncontrovertable Right. 

it! I muſt confeſs, Sir, that from our Conduct of late Years, I 
ake M apt to ſuſpect, there are ſome againſt us, who think the 
bite ters now in Diſpute between Spain and us, of ſo little 


aiſequence, that no one of them is worth our contending for. 
[there be any ſuch Gentlemen in this Houſe, it would be 
ay to ſhew, that they are moſt egregiouſly miſtaken ; it 
ould be eaſy to demonſtrate, that every one of the Rights I 
we mentioned, is of ſuch Conſequence to our Trade (which 
tte chief Support of our Riches and Power, and the only 
port of our naval Power) that we ought to contend for it - 
It ve were contending pro aris & focit,; but I cannot well 
ole there are any ſuch Gentlemen in this Houſe, and 
erefore I ſhall not at preſent enlarge upon this Point; — 
Au 
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Anne 11Geo. 1. cauſe by our being now in a Committeg, I have a\Priyil 
| 4 peaking again upon the ſame Subject; and that Privite 
— | beg Leave to make uſe of, if I hear any Gen leman pil 
tend to inſinuate (for I know it will not be directi affen 
that none of the Rights I have mentioned, are worth the (y 
of a Britiſh Parliament. A 
* For this Reaſon, I ſay, Sir, I ſhall not now infift upon 
reat Conſequence of all or any of the Matters. which f 
Spaniards have been of late tamely allowed to diſpute withy 
and as I believe no Gentleman will ſay, but that it has be 
fully proved at our Bar, that our Merchants haye been plu 
dered, our Ships unjuſtly ſeized and confiſcated, and our & 
men cruelly uſed; therefore, without making an ungrateh 
Repetition of the Indignities and Injuries Which have hes 
_ at our Bar, I ſhall mention to you the gth Motos 
eſign to make; which is, That for many Years laſt pk | 
Liberty of Navigation in the American Seas hath hy 
unjuſtly diſturbed by the Spaniards, under Pretence of ſea 
ing for and finding illict Trade; the Britiſh Ships una 
ſully ſeiz'd upon the open Seas, plundered, and confiſcated 
the Sailors robb'd, and inhumanly tortur'd, impriſon'd,; 
made Slaves, to the grievous Loſs of the Merchants, the ( 
ſtruction of the Commerce, and the Diſhonour of the Nati 
And the laſt Propoſition Iſhall make to you, Sir, upon 
Occaſion, ſhall be, that notwithſtanding the repeated Applit 
tion to Parliament, the Treaty of Seville, and the Affuran 
ſo frequently given to the Merchants, of procuring Rep: 
tion for their Loſſes, and ill Uſage, and notwithſtanding 
Expectation of the Nation of receiving juſt and ample Sat 
faction for the Cruelties exercis'd on its Subjects, and the 
ſults offer'd to itſelf, nothing has in ſo many Years been 
tain'd from the Court of Spain, effectually to ſatisfy theLokk 
repair the Injuries, or retrieve the Honour of the Nation, f 
the ſaid Treaty of Seville, ſo advantageous to Spain, hath be 
punctually executed on the Part of Great-Britain, | 
' © This likewiſe, Sir, is a Propoſition which I cannot t 
any Gentleman in this Houſe will pretend to oppoſe ; at i 
I cannot ſuggeſt to myſelf any plauſible Reaſon for oppoli 
it. Every Gentleman knows, how many Petitions have i 
preſented to this Houſe by our plundered Merchants and & 
men : For ſeveral Years, we have ſeldom been a Seffion wil 
out having one or more ſuch Petitions preſented to us. U 
| theſe Applications we haveal ready twice addreſſed the C 
We have already twice declared, that we would ſupport 
Crown in any Meaſures that ſhould ſeem neceſſary for vn 
cating the Rights and the Honour of the Nation; ſo that 
our Fellow Subjects ſtill remain unſatisfied, if thoſe Ra 
and Depredations are ſtill continued and multiplied upon 
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e 
rhe Honour of the Natibn ſtill lids gro 
Fault catinot be laid at our Door. iſters have 
ven known, Sir, to extuſe themſelves, ſometimes with Reaſon; 
wer with none, by ity that the Parliament refuſed to 
pott them in thoſe Meaſures that were neceffiry for pro- 
ting the Trade, 4 Hondur of the Nation ; 
at our Miniſters never can plead that Excuſe. Inated 1 
wt fay, if Negotiations; if Letters, Memorials; and-Repre- 
nations, had been Methods proper or ſufficient for-obtain- 
w Redreſs, it appears from the Piles of Papers that hive been 
ud before us, that our Miniſters have not been remiſs in en. 
zvburing to obtain Satisfaction and Reparation for the In- 
es and Inſults we have met with; but, in my Opinion, 
1 have very much miſtaken the Methods proper to be 
de uſe of upon ſuch Occafibns. - Ys 

([t is amazing, Sir, to take a View of the Heaps of Letters, 
norials, and Repreſentations, which we have already be- 
ve us, relating to this Affair. They Iook more like the Pa- 
belonging to an hereditary Suit in Chancery, than like 
e Papers belonging to a Negotiation between two ſovereign 
xd independent Nations. In a Suit at Law, or in Equity, 
s the Buſineſs of thoſe who. carry on the Suit, to prevent 


much by it yearly, and termily, as long as the Suit conti- 
es, and thoſe annual Profits muſt ceaſe as ſoon as the Suit 
tan End; and as they are paid by the Sheet, without any 
ard to the Matter, it is their Intereſt to heap Proceſs upon 
wess, and in every Paper, to be as verboſe and prolix as 
Invention can ſuggeſt. But Negotiators are never paid 
| the Sheet, nor ought they to be made to expect their 
ie Reward till after the Negotiation is brought to a Con- 
uhon ; therefore it is not their Intereſt to be verboſe, or to 
ap Memorial upon Memorial; nor is it their Intereſt to 
i out a Negotiation, I hope Sir that no Negotiation in 
ach we have been lately concerned has been ſpun out for 
lake of continuing Salaries to the Negotiators : I hope 
none of thoſe Letters, Memorials, or Repreſentations have 
en multiplied or extended, for the ſake of adding to, or 
realing the Salaries of thoſe who were concerned in draw- 
dem up; therefore I cannot avoid being ſurprized at the 
Utitude and the Length of thoſe Papers, which ſeem to be- 
go the late Negotiations between Spain and us. 
'beſides, Sir, in all Negotiations it is generally the Duty of 
Negotiators, of one Side or other, to bring the Negotia- 
loa ſpeedy Iſſue; but Where a Nation has been injuted, 
in in a Condition to revenge itſelf,” it is more particularly 
andent upon its Negotiators to bring the Negotiation to an 
= Ifſus, of one kind or 2 4 and for that Purpoſe, 
9 3 to 


being ſpeedily brought to a Concluſion, becauſe they get 4 
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x2. Geo, Bt, to be fhort and ſubſtantial in every Memorial, Anſwer. 


Reply, they deliver, and peremptory m every Demand they 
make. When the known Rights of a Nation are invade 
it is ridiculous to enter into a tedious and metaphyſical Dif 
cuſſion of the Point of Right; and ſtill more ridi 
make long Anſwers to every,Quirk, becauſe there would i 
that Caſe be no end of Cavilling; for the Councils of N; 
tions are never to be ſwayed by ſubtle Arguing, nor is it oy 
ſiſtent with the Dignity of Sovereigns to plead their Cay 
like Barriſters pleading for their Clients | before a Cour 
of Juſtice. 3Y op, 
When an independent and a powerful Sovereign has bee 
injured, he that ſpeaks in his Name, Sir, may explain th 
Nature of the Injury that has been done, and ought to wait 
reaſonable Lime for an Anſwer: He may even go th 
Length of a Reply ; but if any ſophiſtical Arguments or & 
luſive Evaſions have been made uſe of in the Anſwer gin 
him, he ought to think it beneath the Character he bean, 
take Notice of them in his Reply; and the Concluſion of l 
Reply ought always to be a peremptory Demand of Juſt 
within a Time limited. This is the utmoſt Length a Son 
reign ought to go, if he be at that Time in, any tolenb 
Condition for doing himſelf Juſtice ; and if we had made if 
of this Method of Negotiation with Spain, I am convine 
ed the Inſults and Injuries put upon us by that Nation, wat 
have been far leſs numerous, and leſs diſhonourable for 8 
than they are at preſent. 


For -this Reaſon, Sir, if our Negotiations muſt be cont * 
nued yet a while longer, I hope they will be put upon a die rn 
ent Footing, and carried on in a different Manner, from vial. :- 


they have been; but for my part, I do not ſee what Secu, 
we can expect from any Negotiation or Treaty ; for ibo 
Treaty of Seville be not ſuch a one as it ought to be, 
might have been, if the Squadrons we were at the Expen 
of fitting out about that Time, had received Orders to a 
pel as well as perſuade, yet by that Treaty the Crown 
Spain engaged itſelf, almoſt as expreſsly as it can, I believe 
together as expreſly as it will, be engaged by any Tal... 
ty we can now obtain by peaceable Means, to give 

tisfaction for all the Depredations that had been cnn: 
mitted before that Time, and to prevent any ſuch for the Wl |... 


ture. By the very firſt Article of that Treaty, all Te 


Treaties were renewed and confirmed; and by the firſt ſeſt Fu 
Article, moſt of the Treaties between the two Crowns t wo 
particularly mentioned, and again expreſsly confirmed; fed, 
whence we may fee, that the Crown of Spain was enge 
by that Treaty, as much as it can be by general Wor® er Ad 
any Treaty, to prevent any Injuries being done by the Y V 
jects of Spain to the Subjects of Great- Britain. T 
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| they {rf ſeparate Article of the Treaty of Seville, nor is it 
raced BG entioned in the other famous Treaty, made between Spain 
| DO. vs in the Year 1721. Whether this happened by Neglect, 
ou OS. if there was any hidden Defign in not mentioning that 
ik reaty among the reſt, I ſhall not pretend to determine; but 

2 


| cannot think the Spaniards will from thence pretend to 
tO. we have paſſed from, or given up that Treaty; be- 
| zuſe I do not think it is their Intereſt to ſay ſo : For if it 
would be ſuppoſed, that there is no ſuch Treaty now ſub» 
kifing. between the two Crowns, there is nothing to hinder 
u from trading with their Subjects in New Spain by open 
Force ; any Laws or Prohibitions they could make againſt 
wut Wc 2 Trade, would be of very little Signification : Even 
" the Guarda Coſta's they could ſend thither would be 
a om being able to prevent our carrying on ſuch a Trade; 
xcauſe we could ſend ſufficient Squadrons of Men of War 
o protect all our Merchant-Ships employed in that Trade, 
out a Breach of any Article either in the Treaty of 
521, or in the Treaty of Seville. | 

(Then, Sir, with reſpect to the Depredations that had been 
ler amitted upon our Merchants before the Concluſion of that 
Treaty, we know that by the 6th Article thereof, Commiſſa- 
5 were to be appointed to examine and decide what con- 
emed the Ships and Effects taken at Sea, and alſo all our 
tenſions relating to Abuſes committed in Commerce, and 
Io all other Pretenſions as well in the Indies as in Europe; 
0d his Catholick Majeſty expreſsly engages, to cauſe to be 
gecuted punctually and exactly, what ſhould be decided by 
be lid Commiſſaries, within fix Months after the making 
their Report. Theſe Commiſſaries, this Nation has Rea- 
n know, were accordingly appointed; but as the Spa- 
and had never, I believe, an Intention to perform this En- 
ment, they took Care that their Commiſſaries ſhould ne- 
agree to any Report; and upon this frivolous Pretence, I 
Pole, among others of the fame Kind, they have ever 


_ te refuſed to make us the leaſt Satisfaction for any of the 
1 epredations committed before the Concluding of that Trea- 


tdo it be now above eight Years ſince the Treaty was con - 
vel, and above five Years ſince the Commiſſaries ought to 
hre made their Report, according to the eighth Article 
'the ſame Treaty. 
From what I have ſaid, Sir, it will appear, I think, 
1. 6 = we can have no great Expectations from any future 
F ty we can make; but whatever may be the Succeſs of 
r preſent Negociations, whatever we may expect, what- 
he 80 er Advantage we may reap from any future Treaty, it is 
an we have as yet received no r or Reparation, 
2 not 


je Treaty of 1670 is not mentioned among the reſt in the e eU. 
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tleman in every Thing he has ſaid in Support of thoſe Rig | 


ee . 
notwithſtanding the expreſs Promiſes made by the Treat ; 
Seville, and notwithſtanding that Treaty's having been pe. 
formed by us in the moſt ——— Manner ; Ts ina Ma 
ner prejudicial to ourſelves, and highly 6 
mat "Therefore I hope no Oppoſition will Rt 4 
that Part of the Reſolution I am to move for. Then u 
the Aſſurances that have been given our. Merchants, of 
curing Reparation for their Loſſes and Ill-uſage, 2 * 
been ſo frequent, ſo expreſs, and are 2 known, that [ 
cannot think I haye the leaſt Occaſion for repeating or ci 
plaining them; for which Reaſon, I ſhall for the x 
conclude with begging, that Gentlemen would conſider fu | 
what Purpoſes we fit here. We aſſemble in this Houſe, i 
order to receive the Petitions, and hear the agar gs 
aur injured Subjects; but we are not to receive ad be 
only, we are likewiſe in Duty bound to provide If 
for the Grievances they juſtly compain of, and to. take & 
— Meaſures « x Ls Furpoſe. We har twice 
already come to gene eſolutions upon 
We — twice — found, that ſuch pak g; 
ſolutions have produced no Effect; therefore it would be u 
pardonable in us to proceed no farther upon the preſent 0; 
caſion. Perhaps ſome Gentlemen may think, we ought n 
to go much farther than I have taken the Lib Se 
but I cannot think any Gentleman will opf pr g . 
thus far; for the leaſt we can do is, to aſſert thoſe nation 
Rights which ſeem of late to have been neglected ; þ 
after ſuch a ſolemn and publick Declaration of our 
hope no Miviſter will hereafter dare to give up any o 
by Treaty, or to allow them to be apy nger 1 
and violated, under the Pretence of a Neg ociation 

The Anſwer to this was by Sir * Walpde, e be 
following Effect: 

Sir, 

I do not riſe up to oppoſe, or in the leaſt to diſpute | 
of the Rights or Privileges which the honourable Gentle 
has been pleaſed to mention. I am fully convinced, 
this Nation has an indiſputable Title to all thoſe Rights a 
Privileges, and I ſhall always be as zealous for defenging the 
as that Gentleman or any other: Nay, I am convinced, d 
no Britiſh Subject will pretend to controyert any one of d 
and therefore I ſhall readily agree with the honourable C 


and. Privileges ; but I cannot agree with him in think 
that upon this Occaſion they ought to be ſo particularly w 
dicated and aſſerted by the Reſolutions of this Houſe, le _ 
not think there is at preſent the leaſt Occaſion for our c 

ing to any ſuch Reſolutions ; becauſe, If believe, now's, * 
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ah Subject that will pretend to any. of be 51 0 
bo e has pa a or 2 to ſay, that any — 1 
. 1 ak, Wh is, to 1 ſure, unne- _ 
I muſt nk Leuna t with the Dignity of _ . 
2 4 came to any Reſolution for determining a _— 
Queſtion that is not diſputed by any Subje& of Great Bri-  — = 
un; and with reſpect to Foreigners, our Reſolutions can- 9 
not be of any Signification ; becauſe Foreigners are no way 1 
und, nor can they be fore cloſed by any of our Determi- 
nations. Bo 
« But this is not all, Sir; our coming to ſuch particular | _” 
and ptory Reſolutions, i is not only unneceſſary, but it | 
al be hurtful. It would be puſhing the Thing a 
| too far ; becauſe it would, in my Opinion, 
War unavoidable. Though every —_ of the Rights and 
r the honourable Gentleman has been at to 
nention, be ſecured to us, either by the Law of Nations, 
x by ſolemn Treaties, or by both; yet we all know, that 
ey are now, and always have been, ſo far diſputed, that 
the Court of Spain has never yet acknowledged them, in ex- 
plicit Terms, notwithſtanding a bruno. been brought often 
da very low Paſs. In treating between ſoyereign and in- 
krendant Powers, there are certain Methods and Forms to 
e obſerved, which are abſolutely neceſſary for bringing any 
reaty of Peace, Commerce, or Alliance, to a Concluſion. 
ſovereign Prince or State may often be prevailed on to 
eowledge a Right or Privilege, or even to make ſome 
w Conceſſions, by genefal Words, which may be equiva- 
nt to, and as effectual as, the moſt expre6 and particular 
Jeclration ; and yet that Prince or State would perhaps en- 
oe in, or continue the moſt dangerous and deſtructive 
ar, rather than make ſuch an expreſs and particular De- 
ation, For this Reaſon it is uſual and frequent in all 
Treaties, to make uſe of general Words, in thoſe Caſes 
der either of the contracting Parties think they cannot in 
our agree to acknowledge a Right, or make a Conceſ- 
, in expreſs and particular Terms. 
© This, %ir has often been the Caſe, particularly between 
Jain and us. I believe no Gentleman will doubt of our 
Went to the Iſland of Jamaica. I believe no Britiſh. Subject 
al ay, that it is not abſolutely ſurrendered and ſufficiently 
red to us, by the Treaties now ſuhſiſting between the 
ws Crowns; and yet it is a Right which the — {ill 
retend to diſpute, It is a Right which they- have never yet 
Knowledged in expreſs and particular Terms. Even in the 
at 1670, when they were ſuing for a Peace, and for ſome 
# Regulatigns in the Weſt-Indies, and; ſuing. for it, Sir, 
bumble a Manner as ever a Nation, not 222 


. 13 
2 ES 


a . 
þ 4 wg. _ - 


/ 


* — 24 4395 * 
e rw , $88 ot +a 
* 


ä 


Amo xx Geo. 11, duced, could ſubmit to, they would not acktiowledge 


173718. 


leſs particular than the Reſolution this Houſe had cm 
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Right to that Ifland in expreſs Terms, nor did we think # 
neceſſary they ſhould. They thought it was inconfife 
with the Honour of their Crown, to make an 
particular Surrender of that Ifland ; and we indulged the 
ſo far as to reſt ſatisfied with that Surrender and Ackne 
ledgment contained in the general Words of that Treaty, 
which it is declared, That we ſhould hold and keep allch 
© Lands, Countries, Iſlands, Colonies, and other Places 
* the Weſt-Indies, or in any Part of America, which w | 
then held and poſſeſſed.” This we then thought a full ui" 
ſufficient Acknowledgment of our Right to that Iſland 
and it ſeeems our Opinion was the ſame at the Time of tt 
Treaty of Utrecht; a Treaty, which, I am ſure, ſome Ga 
tlemen that hear me will not pretend to find fault with; 6 
though by that Treaty we may in ſome Meaſure be faid 
have given the Kingdoms both of Old and New Spain 1 
that Family, which has ſince given us ſo much Difturband 
yet we did not then deſire by Way of Retribution an er 
and particular Acknowledgment of our Right to that Iſla 
nor of any other of our Rights or Privileges in Ameri 
The Authors of that Treaty, Sir, being of Opinion, it ſeem 
that the Stipulations contained in other Treaties fufficient 
ſecured them. 1 = 
From the Practice of all Nations therefore, and fr 
our own Practice in former Treaties, we not only may, | 
ſometimes ought to ſatisfy ourſelves with == Word a * 
Expreſſions, in Caſes where ſuch general Words or EH 
ſrons may be as effectual, and may render what we aim at 
ſecure and indiſputable as if it had been declared or rey 
in the moſt particular and explicit Terms. But, Sir, 1 
the preſent Caſe, this Houſe ſhould come to ſuch Reſolute 
as have been propoſed, it would render it impoſſible fot 
afterwards to accept of, or propoſe, any ſuch general Ac 7 
knowledgments or Conceſſions. The Reſolutions preſem 
by the honourable Gentleman, would cramp our Min 
and Negociations, who would regard them as Rules in 
which they could not depart. In ſuch a Caſe, I believe 0 
Miniſter would take upon him to adviſe his Majeſty to m 
a Propoſition to the Court of Spain, relating to any oft 
Matters now in Diſpute between us, that was leſs explicit 


upon that Head; nor would he take upon him to adviſe 
Mijeſty to approve of or ratify any one Article in a I 
unleſs it was as full and as particularly expreſſed as the! 
lution we had come to upon the ſubje& Matter of that: 
ticle. Whether this would be an Incroachngent upon ® 
Prerogative of the Crown, by which it hab the ſole Fo 
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making Peace or War, I ſhall leave to others to deter- 
ine; for my own Part, I muſt think, that it would not 
ly be a taking from his Majeſly the Power of making 
ce, but that it would be taking from him the Power of 
going what Sort of Iuſtructions would be moſt proper to be 
at to bis Ambaſſadors or Envoys at any foreign Court, or to 
; Plenipotentiaries at any future Congreſs. But this is not 
be only Diſadvantage ſuch a Method of Proceeding would 


Var unavoidable, but it would likewiſe make Peace unat- 
inable, till one or other of the Parties engaged, were al- 
of utterly deſtroyed ; for though the Spaniards may pro- 
bly in the Way of * be brought to acknow- 
rand confirm all the Rig 

ur between them and us, in general Terms, or perhaps in 
ore particular and expreſs Terms than are to be found in 
py former Treaty between the two Nations, yet I am con- 
nced, they will never agree to Acknowledgments fo very 
olicite and particular, as thoſe contained in the Propoſitions 
ut have been now laid before us. At leaſt I am convinced, 
ey can never be prevailed on to do ſo, unleſs we ſhould 
are the good Luck, by a long and ſucceſsful War, to bring 
bem to as low an Ebb, as every any Nation, not abſolutely 
quered, was brought to. We may with as much Pro 

ly of Succeſs propoſe forcing them to ſign a Carte Blanche, 
o propoſe, either by fair or faul Means, to compel them 
make ſuch particular Conceſſions as are mentioned in the 
ppolitions now before us; and I do not think it is our In- 
reſt to endeavour to bring that Nation ſo low, even though 
ewere certain of Succeſs, and that the other Powers of 
wope would fit ſtill, and tamely behold our Triumphs, 
thout either Jealouſy or Envy. 

Now, Sir, as I think every one of the Rights at pre- 


red to us by general Words in a future Treaty, as by par- 
dar Declarations and Conceſſions : As I think we may, in 
nſequerice of ſuch a Treaty, continue to enjoy thoſe 
da, with as little Diſturbance as we now enjoy the Iſland 
Jamaica ; therefore, if our Minifters can obtain ſuch a 
cad, without putting the Nation either to the Hazard or 
ace of a War, I muſt think they will do their Country 
Pece of good Service; and conſequently, I muſt think, it 
d be wrong in this Houſe, to put it out of their Power 
eycciate, or to adviſe his Majeſty to approve of a Treaty, 
a May attain all the good Ends propoſed by the honour- 
1 Reſolution, and avoid all their Inconve- 
. I have, I have always ſheweda very great Regard 
hte Merchants trading to and from car Pinatacions . 


ended with : In my Opinion, it would not only make 
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tin Diſpute between Spain and us, may be as fully ſe- 
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Regard for them, and'T think them as uſt 
3 but we muſt cotifide; 
that we have wm Number of Merchants concetned, | 
a very conſiderable Trade, a moſt beneficial Trade t f 
Nation, in Spain and the Mediterranean. The forms 
might, perhaps, be no great Loſers, 7 even | 
Gainers by a War; whereas the latter certainly 
undone ; and if the War ſhould be of any Duration, | 
Branches of out Spaniſh and Mediterranean Trade might je 
haps be ifrecoverably laſt. I hope I may, be allowed to 
ſome Regard for our Spaniſh, Italian, and Turkey Me 
chants. Upon their Account I ſhall always he for avid 
a War with Spain, as long as poſſible, and Mall never g 
my Conſent to any Meaſure or Reſolution, that I think y 
breed ſuch a Quarrel between the two Nations as muſt e 
in the Deſtruction of one or other. 

For this Reaſon, Sir, I ſhall be again our comins Wi | 
any particular and peremptory Reſolutions, with rei 
to any of the particular Rights the Spaniards now preis 


that can be propoſed; for ſhewing it to be our Opin 
that our Merchants have fully proved their Loſſes, f 
that the Depredations that have been committed are d 
tiary to the Law of Nations, contrary to the Treatie {i 
fiſting between the two Crowns, in ſhort, that they 
every Thing bad, and without the leaſt Preterice of Cold 
of Juſtice. This, I ſay, I ſhall moſt willingly agree to, bet 
I think the Petitioners have fully — the Allegations 
their Petition; I think they have fully proved, that the $i 
jecte of this Kingdom have met with ſuch Treatment infill” 
the Spaniſh Guarda Coſta's and Governors in Ameria, WW.” 
deſerves the higheſt Reſentment ; but Mill, 'T -think, 
proper Satisfaction and full Reparation can be obtained 
peaceable Means, we ought not to involve the Nation # 
War, from the Event of which we have a great deal to ſa 
and the utmoſt we can hope for from the moſt uninterrupt 
Succeſs, is a proper Satisfaction for paſt Injuries, abl 
proper Security againſt our meeting with any ſuch been 
both which we are bound to think there are ſtill Hopes of 
taining by way of Negociation; becauſe, if it hat 
otherwiſe, his Majeſty would certainly have acquainted * 
with it, and would have deſired us to provide for obtail 
by Force, what he ſaw was not to be obtained by fair Ma 
© As for the Method, Sir, in which our Negocas 
have been hitherto carried on, I do not think an E 
into it can, upon the preſent Occaſion, come properly ba 
us; but if it could, I believe it would be caly to F 
that they have been carried on in that Manner, whic 
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tie moſt proper for producing an Accommodation of all the 
Differences ſubſiſt ing between the two Nations. I ſhall 
bunt, that there are certain Periods, and certain Circum- 
lunces, which may make it the Intereſt of a Nation to 
de peremptory in every Demand they make, and not to 
te at any great Pains to ſhew the Reaſonableneſs of their 


© I Dcmands, or to anſwer the Objections that may be made to 

en; becauſe. as a Nation may ſometimes have a Conqueſt 
\ i ev, and may think they have got a ſeaſonable Oppor- 
n mity for accompliſhing their Deſign, it may be more for 


their Intereſt to come to an open Rupture, than to con- 
nue in Peace upon the moſt equitable Terms; but this 
gn ſeldom or never be the Caſe of this Nation; I am ſure 
tis not our Caſe at preſent, nor has it ever once been our 
(iſe for above theſe twenty Years paſt ; and therefore, it 
would have been, and ſtill would be, Madneſs in us, to go 
to War with any of our Neighbours, if there be any Pro- 
bability of 2 Juſtice in a peaceable Manner. 

From this Conſideration we may ſee, Sir, that it would 
Ml” inprudent in us to be peremptory in the Demands we 
e upon any of our Neighbours ; and for the ſame Rea- 
bn, we ought to be at ſome Pains to explain the Reaſonable - 
ef of our Demands, and to anſwer all the Objections that 


ought, in my Opinion, to have more Patience, and to 
reat in a milder Method with them, than with any other 
ation in Europe; not only becauſe of the Advantage we 
ep by our Trade with that Nation, but becauſe his Catho- 
xk Majeſty is, I am convinced, as much inclined to do 


a having obtained Redreſs before this Time, does not, 
wry telieve, proceed from any real Intention in his Catholick 
150 laeſty to do this Nation an Injury, or to allow any of his 


5 ect 2 injare us, but from the Nature of the Diſputes 
tween us, which depends upon Facts, that mult be fully 


TY quired into, and certainly known, before it can be deter- 
red whether they are injurious or not; and as all thoſe 
, e happen at a great Diltance, it is impoſlible to have a 


ee alar and diſtin Account of them in a ſhort Time, 
5 cecally as it is very much the Intereſt of the Spaniſh Go- 
mors in America to miſrepreſent them. Conſidering there- 

re the Juſtice and the Uprightneſs of his Catholick Ma- 
hs Intentions, conſiderin bis Friendſhip and good Incli- 
ations towards us, it would have been wrong in us to make 
nptory Demands at firſt; it would have been wrong in 
dot to anſwer every Objection that was made againſt any 
our Demands: On the contrary, our own Intereſt made 
Vor V. Ce it 
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we my be made againſt them. But with reſpect to Spain, 


Juſtice, and to preſerve Peace, as any Prince in Europe. 
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8 Anne , F. U. it incumbent upon us to make a full and particular Anſyy 
TAY toevery Objeftion, in order to convince his Majeſty of ty 
Juſtice of our Demands or Pretenſions; becauſe, from thy 
Conviction we had, I hope we till have, great Reaſon g 
expect full Satisfaction. 

* Having thus, Sir, laid my Thoughts before you, up 
the Matter now under our Conſideration, and havi WY 4 n 
ou my Reaſons for not approving of all the Propoſitions, th ich 
— Gentleman has told us he is about to make, | wil 
ſhall now beg Leave to offer an Amendment to his Moti 
which is, That the firſt Part of this Motion ſhould Rand x it 
in theſe Words: That it is the natural undoubted Right; 
* Britiſh Subjects to ſail with their Ships on any Part of the %,8"® 
of America, to and from any Part of his Majeſty's Dom 
© nions.” So far I entirely agree with him; but in my (. 
pinion, all that he has propoſed to follow after theſe Work 
ought to be left out; and inſtead thereof, I propoſe, thy 
theſe Words or Reſolutions ought to be inſerted, « Tu © 
the Freedom of Navigation and Commerce, which t _ 
Subjects of Great Britain have an undoubted Right to wii” : 
the Law of Nations, and which is not in the leaft x 
ſtrained by Virtue of any of the Treaties ſubfiſting b * 

tween the Crowns of Great Britain and Spain, has ben 
greatly interrupted by the Spaniards, under 4. 
ther groundleſs and unjuſt. That before and ſince the Ext 
of the Treaty of Seville, and the Declaration made by vi —. l 
Crown of Spain, purſuant thereunto, for the Satisfafti 
and Security of the Commerce of Great Britain, ma | 
unjuſt Seizures and Captures have been made, and gu n 
Depredations committed by the Spaniards, which! if. 
been attended with many Inſtances of unheard-of e 
elty and Barbarity. That the frequent Applicataſ ©” 
made to the Court of Spain, for procuring Juſtice and$ 
tisfaction to his Majeſty's injured Subjects, for bring 
the Offenders to condign Puniſhment, and for prevent 
the like Abuſes for the future, have proved vain andi 
effectual; and the ſeveral Orders or Cedulas, granted | 
the King of Spain, for Reſtitution and Reparatiot 
great Loſſes ſuſtained, by the unlawful and unwarrantal 
Seizures and Captures made by by the Spaniards, 
been diſobeyed by the Spaniſh Governors, or totally 
vaded and deluded. And that theſe Violences and De 
dations have been carried on to the great Loſs and! 
mage of the Subjects of Great Britain trading to Amen eller 
and in direct Violation of the Treaties ſubſiſting betagte 
© the two Crowns.” ly a; 

I do not know, Sir, if I ſhall have the good Luc / 

meet with the Approbation of this Houſe ; but what 1 
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ropoſed will, in my Opinion, be as ſtrong a Vindication of 4e 11 Ges. 1. 
| : 2 & . . 4 1737-3 5 
l the Rights and Privileges now in Diſpute between Spain 
d us, as if every one of them had been particularly 
entioned: And, I think, it will be a ſufficient 
etimony of its being the Opinion df this Houſe, chat the 
afts ſet forth © eral Petitions now before us, have 
en fully proved; and that we look upon thoſe Facts to be 
ich as are contrary to the Law of Nations, and to the 'Freaties 
ibfiſting between the two Crowns. It will likewiſe, I 
link, teſtify fully to the World, the Reſentment of this 
Jouſe, againſt the Depredations that have been committed 
on our Merchants, and the Cruelties that have been uſed 
wards our Seamen; and that we are reſolved not to ſuffer 
h Practices to be continued in Time to come, nor to 
ow thoſe that are paſſed to go unpuniſhed. This, I think, Sir, 
; the utmoſt Length we can go at preſent; it is the utmoſt 
oth this Houſe ought to go, becauſe it will anſwer all 
Ends we can propoſe by the moſt particular Reſolutions ; 
dt the ſame Time it will leave Room for putting an 
xd to all the Differences between Spain and us, in an 
nicable Manner, which, I have ſhewed, would very probably 
rendered impoſſible, in caſe we ſhould now come to ſuch 
articular Reſolutions, as the honourable Gentleman near 
e has been pleaſed to propoſe : Therefore I hope even the 
mourable Gentleman himſelf will approve of the Amend- 
ent J have offered, to the end that we may appear to be 
tanimous in every Reſolution we may come to, upon an 
far, which 1s of ſo great an Importance to the Trade and 
wpineſs of this Nation, and to the Tranquillity of 
wrope in general.“ 
Ater this, Mr. Pulteney ſtood up again, and ſpoke to the 
lowing Effect: 
dir, 5 
I find the Debate upon the Affair now before us, is Ir. Pulteney. 
e to take that Turn, whieh I from the Beginning imagined 
would. After I had opened and explained the ſeveral 
pits and Privileges of this Nation, which ought, in my 
nion, to be eſtabliſhed by the Reſolutions of this Houſe, 
ud, I knew it would not be directly aſſerted, that they 
e not worth the Care of a Britiſh Parliament, but ſuch a 
ung I ſuppoſed might be infinuated ; and now I find it is 1 
ended, they are ſo little worth pur Care, that there is 
Otcaſion for eſtabliſhing them particularly and diſtinctly, 
i that we may ſatisfy ourſelves with general Words and 
refſions, which, it is ſaid, will be found as effectual, 
it every one of theſe Rights and Privileges had been di- 
Ky and particularly mentioned and explained, | 
Cc 2 | +. * Sd 
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* After e we have had, for thiny Yeu 
paſt, I am ſurprized, Sir, to find it even fo much a @ 
ſinuated, that general Words or Expreſſions, in atiy' fum 
Treaty, can be ſuppoſed to be as effectual, as particukr ay 
diſtin Acknbwiedgments or Declarations ; and I am 
ſurprized to find it aſſerted, that this Houſe may, upon thy 
third Application, content itſelf with coming to a pener 
Reſolution. Sir, there is not one of the Ri ts or Fr, 
vileges, which are aſſerted in the Propoſitions I have 1 
offered, but what is collected from the general Works | 
former Treaties, and have been confirmed to us over ay 
again. Theſe general Words we have, by 14d Experien 
often found to be ineffectual; and ſhall we again put on 
Truſt in that, which we find has fo often Kd e 
Shall we allow the Freedom of our Commerce, and 
Properties of our Fellow- Subjects, to depend any long: 
upon that, which has for many Years ſubjected the 
continual Interruptions, and has often made the latte ems 
Prey to our Enemies ? 

* Thoſe Rights, Sir, which depend upon the Law of N 
tions, are certainly confirmed by the general Words of ere 
Treaty of Peace and Friendſhip, that can be made be⁹⁴ N 
two Nations; and while neither pretends to conteſt, or toi t 
croach upon, ſuch Rights, both may reſt ſatisfied with n=: 
general Confirmations : Becauſe a tacit Acquieſcence one 
Part is generally, and with Reaſon, regarded as ſuftcient Sec | 
rity for the other. But if either of the two begins to « KT: 
teit any one of thoſe Rights, or to uſurp a Power, that ny 
conſi:ient with any of them, it then becomes neceſſary fort 
other Nation to have that Right particularly explained, | 
of new eft2bliſhed, in the moſt diſtin and explicit Tem N f. 
They are bound in Duty to Mankind, as well as to tiene ©: 
ſelves, to compel the uſurping Nation to paſs from that f 
er, which they have uſurped, and to paſs it from ſuch Te 
as ſhall leave no Room for ſetting up any ſuch Pretence in I 
to come. Of this Nature are the two firſt Rights, winch 
Propoſed to be eſtabliſhed ; I mean, That of its being 
Right of Britiſh Subject to ſail with their Ships on 
Part of the Seas of America, to and from any Part a 
© Majeſty's Dominions ; * and, © That of its being the N 
© of Britiſh Subjects, to carry in their Ships all Sen 


* ty's Dominions, to any other Part of his Majeſty's D 
© nions * Theſe, Sir, are two Rights, which depend ape WS ©» 
Law of Nations, and therefore, while neither of then ay 
conteſted or incroached on by Spain, it was ſufficient fre 
have them confirmed by general Words ; but of late Ye 


the Spaniſh Guarda Coftz's have been fo arrogant, dr? 5 if 
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ne uſurped a Power of entering in a forcible Manner, and 
arching every Britiſh Ship they meet with in the open Seas 
america; and they have likewiſe uſurped a Power of de- 
mining what fort of Goods, or Merchandize, be car- 
1 in Britiſh Ships, from one Part of the Britiſh Domi- 
= to another. For this Reaſon, it is now become abſo- 
xly neceſſary for us to compel them, either by fair or 
Means, to paſs from both theſe Uſurpations, and to eſ- 
ih and confirm to us thoſe Rights we are intitled to by the 
of Nations, not general Words, as ſormerly, but 
4! inctly, and in the moſt expreſs and ex- 


wey, Purchaſe, Conqueſt, or otherwiſe, the Nation that 


nicularly, diſtinctly, and expreſly acknowledged, by 


rd their Poſſeſſion. To apply this, Sir, to the two laſt 
git: [ propoſed to be eſtabliſhed : It is well known, that we 
long ſince acquired a Right to make Settlements in the 
xrirce of Jucatan, and to cut in the neighbour; 

xr of Campechey ; and it is likewiſe well known, that we have 
g f:ce acquired a Right to gather Salt in the Iſland of Tor- 
zu. Thoſe Rights we not only acquired by a lawful Ti- 
u firſt, but they have ſince been oftentimes acknowledged 
x corfirmed to us by the Crown of Spain, in as exprefs 
ems, 25 they can be, by general Words or Clauſes, in any 
we Treaty. While Spain did not pretend to controvert 
or to diſturb us in the Poſſeſſion, it was ſufficient to 
re tem confirmed by general Words, in thoſe Treaties 
dere made between the two Nations; but of late Yeats, 


Frieda 


— 
— * 


£5, which belonged to them as Subjects of the Crown of 

* Britain, We cannot therefore now ſatisfy ourſelves 

ring ſuch Rights acknowledged in Terms : 

re ever come to any Treaty with that Nation, we 

Dre doth of them particularly and expreſly acknow- 

& This, I fay, Sir, we ought to have ; this we will 
wal Footing, and oy 


7 


*, 2 we treat upon an eg 


irn 


r 


E 


in at leaſt, that had begun to conteſt their Right, or 
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rn due Regard to the Honour and Trade of our natiye | 


— „ 5 re 0 
| 9 muſt grant, Sir, that we have as pood N 0 
to cut ip the Bay of Campechey, and $21; 2 

the Iſland of Tortugas, as we have to-th Iſlanf of Jamai | the 


The foriaer has been as often confirmed as the latter, by 
general Words of the Treaties ſubſiſting between us » 
Spain. But the Difference at preſent is, that the former k; 
been of late not only conteſted but invaded, wheres i 
Right to Jamaica has not of late been openly conteſted, o 
our Poſſeſſion diſturbed. I am glad it has not; for I am « 
vinced, that thoſe who are ſo fond of Peace, as for its f 
to give up our Right to cut Logwood in the Bay of Camped 
and gather Salt in the Iſland of Tortguas, would  likewil 
for the ſame Reaſon have given up the Iſland of Jamaica, 
the Spaniards had revived their Pretenſions to that Ilan 
and had inſiſted upon its being reſtored, as one of the Pre 
liminaries. . | 
. Thus, Sir, I have ſhewn that, if we fung Zxperiene 
we can put no farther Truſt in general Words or Expreſion 
and I have alſo ſhewn that, from the Nature of Thin ves 2 
we cannot now reſt ſatisfied with general Acknowledgments 
Declarations. If we have any Regard for the — 
Trade of this Nation, if we have any Regard for the Lin 
the Liberties, or the Properties of our Fellow - Subject; 
muſt inſiſt that, in any future Treaty to be made betet 
the two Nations, every one of the Rights or Privileges n 
in diſpute, ſhall be particularly and diſtinctly acknortan 
And if this be the Caſe, what Harm can there be in our on 
ing to a diſtin and ſeparate Reſolution with reſpect to em 
one of the Rights I have mentioned? But this is not all, M. 
If this had been the firſt Time any Application had be 
made to us, againſt the Inſults and Depredations of the d 
niards ; if this had been the firſt Time we had found it nec 
ſary to come to any Reſolution upon that Head ; there wou 
be ſome Pretence for ſaying, we ought to reſt ſatisfied with 
general Reſolution : It might perhaps be ſuppoſed, that ſuc 
a general Reſolution as the honourable Gentleman near mel 
been pleaſed to propoſe, would be ſufficient for procuring ak 
medy for thoſe Evils,our injured Countrymen complain of; 
we have twice already come to ſuch a general Reſolation ; 
have twice already found that ſuch a general Reſolution l 
proved altogether ineffectual; and therefore we are 1 
both in Honour and Duty bound to think of ſome oe 
Method, for giving Relief to thoſe who,we find, have ſo jul 
complained. Even the Reſolutions I have propoſed, 
prove incff:Etual ; I am afraid they will, even though u 


TIES 
-» much more expreſs and ſtrong than they are, unleſs we du 


1 Application, is, to endeavour to vindicate and eſtabliſh, 
the Reſolutions of this Houſe, thoſe Rights, which the 
tniards have ſo long dared to dif] with us, and which 
re ſo long given them a Handle for plundering our Mer- 
unt, and cruelly uſing our Seamen. « 

: Theſe Rights, it is true, Sir, are not diſputed by any of 
own Subjects; though I do not know, but there may be 
ze, who, for their own ſelfiſh Ends, would be glad to give 
ry one of them up. I ſhall likewiſe grant, that we cannot 
d to bind or forecloſe Foreigners, at leaſt in al 

nner, by any of our Determinations or Reſolutions ; bu 
either of theſe were a good Reaſon for our not coming to 
Reſolution I have propoſed, there would be no Occafion for 
coming to any Reſolution at all, relating to the Affair now 
fore us, Is there any Subject in the Britiſh Dominions,that ſays, 
s ſay, that our Merchants have not been plundered, 
xd our Seamen maltreated, by the Spaniards in America? 
e any Subject of Great Brizain ſay that a proper Satisfac- 
u has yet been obtained for the . Inſults and Injuries, 
at have been put upon us ? What Occaſion can we then 
re, according to the honourable Gentleman's Way of Rea- 
ins, for coming to any Reſolutions, for aſcertaining the 
ruth of Facts, which none of our own Subjects doubt of ? 
u, with regard to Foreigners, we can as little pretend to 
kd or forecloſe them, with reſpet to the Truth of 
ts, as we can pretend to bind or forecloſe them with 
Ipett to the Juſtice or Validity of any Right we pre- 
(d to. Therefore, if this Argument were of any 
ſeght, there would be as little Reaſon for our coming to 
e Reſolution the honourable Gentleman has been plea- 
[to propoſe, as for our coming to any one of the Reſolutions 
ure mentioned. 


| with * But in the Caſe now before us, Sir, we are not to come to 
dat fa vlutions with a Deſign to determine abſolutely any Mat- 
r mek of Right, or to forecloſe either our own Countrymen or 
og er. The Deſign of our Reſolutions ought to be, to 
n of; both to our own Countrymen and Foreigners, that we 
we rejolyed to vindicate and aſſert, to the laſt Drop of our 


, thoſe Rights, which we think belong to us; and that 
a our own Countrymen and Foreigners may know, what 
look upon as the undoubted Rights and Privileges of the 
an, thoſe, at leaſt, which are now conteſted, ought to 
particularly and expreſly eſtabliſhed by the Reſolutions we 
o come to upon this Occaſion, This, Sir, will have a 
Effect upon Foreigners, as well as our own Countrymen. 
nere be any among the latter, who think they may at 
crifice 


»rour Conduct; but ſurely, the leaſt we can do, upon this — 


CARAL Eaſe and Security, by giving up all or any of the Right» 


Ce 
. crifice the Honour and Intereſt of the Nation, to thei 


in Diſpute between Spain and us, or by allowing them w 
any longer incroa on or violated, they will from thu 
ſee, that they muſt expect the utmoſt Reſentment and I 
dignation of this Houſe ; and if an Foreigners, particuly 
the Spaniards, have been, by our late pacifick” Condud, 
into a Belief, that we dare not vindicate our known Rin 
and Privileges, ſuch Reſolutions will ſhew them, that, j, 
ever pacifick, or rather 1 ſome People anom 
us may be, however much afraid ſome may be of a War, 
Nation itſelf is neither beconie NN nor is | 
Parliament of Great Britain afraid of a War, when i 
comes neceſſary for preſerving the Trade, or vindic ici: 
the Honour of the Nation. This will make the Cour ry 
Spain ſeriouſly conſider the Conſequences of an open Me 
ture with this Nation ; and if they do, I am ſure they ure 
give us full Satisfaction and Security, rather than come 
an open Rupture, unleſs they have got a greater Adyay 
from our late Negociations and Conduct, than is yet gu 
ly ſeen through. Treat 

I ſhall not pretend, Sir, to know, or even to gueſs at, 
Preſent Syſtem of Politicks in Europe: It has been of e! 
entirely turned topſy-turvy,and ſo little of our foreign Polit 8 
have been communicated to this Houſe, that no Genie 
can ſay he has any Knowledge of them, if he knows no ng 
than what he has learned b Yeing a Member of this Hou 

but this I may venture to fay, that if we conſider and u 
pare the two Kingdoms of Great Britain and Spain only, | 
the reſpective Power of each, even as it ſtands at preſent, Ho 
can have no Reaſon to be afraid of a War with Spain, gel 
can they have Reaſon to expect any Triumphs over w. pect 
deed, if the political Affairs of Europe have been negoti 


into ſuch a Syſtem, that Spain is now provided with pot 

Allies, ready to ſupport them in all their Pretenſom i the 
us, and this Nation not provided with any one Ally, er 
Aſſiſtance we can depend on, even in defending our "ml 


Rights and Privileges, we may have ſome Reaſon for a 
tinuing to ſubmit tamely to the moſt cruel Indignities, nb 
than come to an open Rupture ; but if this be our unſom 
Caſe, which God forbid ! I wiſh ſome of thoſe Gentlen 
who know ſomething of the preſent Syſtem of Politda 
Europe, would riſe up and make us acquainted with ow! 
lucky Circumſtances, before we proceed to do any 11 
that may render them worſe. In ſuch a Caſe, I ſhall a 
we ought to be extreamly cautious of doing any Thing, | 
may tend towards involving the Nation in a War; ® 
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boſe Difficulties it labours under at preſent, T am ſure we 
ont to deliver it from the Counſellors who have brought it 
"to thoſe? Difficulties 3; and for that Purpoſe, we ought to entet 
nto an Enquiry very different from that we have been upon, 
and we ought to come to Reſolutions very different from 
wy that have been propoſed. 
gut I have the Pleaſure to think, Sir, that this is far from 
ing our Caſe at preſent ; becauſe, if the Nation were in 
ach a melancholy Situation, it would be abſolutely neceſ- 
to reveal it to this Houſe, upon the preſent Occaſion ; 
nd as ſeveral Gentlemen amongſt us, muſt be acquainted 
ith it, 1 am perſuaded they have a greater Regard for 
ir native Country, than to conceal what is TD neceſ· 
y for us to know, I am convinced, ſome of them would 
me laid our Circumſtances fully before! us, whatever might 
ue been the Conſequences, either with reſpect to them- 
es or Friends. I cannot therefore ſuggeſt to myſelf the 
aſt Shadow of Reafon, why we ought to be ſo much 
nid of a War, as to accopt of, or agree to, any future 
Treaty, that does not in the moſt effectual Manner ſecure to 
kthe Poſſeſſion of thoſe Rights, which have been lately 
entelied. We have, *tis true, been told, that Spain may 
ink it inconſiſtent with the Honour of their Crown, to 
jake any expreſs and particular Declarations. Sir, this 


ppole it otherwiſe, they ought to have conſidered this, 
efore they began to conteſt any of thoſe Points with us; 
i their very ſtarting that Diſpute makes it inconſiſtent with 
ke Honour of the Crown of Great Britain, to accept of 
y general Acknowledgments for the future, at leaſt with 
ſpect to thoſe Rights they have dared to conteft ; and I 
pe this Houſe will never heſitate upon the Alternative, 
tether the Imagi Honour of the Crown of Spain, 
the real Honour of the Crown of Britain, ſhould be 
ported: Nor will this Nation, I hope, ever be in ſuch 
reumſtances, as to be under a Neceſſity of wounding its 
n Honour, in the moſt ſenſible Part, for the Sake of 
ding a War with Spain, or with any other Power in 
rope, 

Fer this Reaſon, Sir, we have no Occaſion to avoid 
ming to particular Reſolutions, for fear of tying up the 
Ends of our Negociators. On the contrary, it is one 
the rongeſt Arguments for our coming to a particular 
dlution, with reſpe& to every Right now in Diſpute 


aten Spain and us; for of late Years, our Negociators 
* n to have minded the Forms and Ceremonies of _ 
een ſovereign Powers, more than the Subſtantials ; an 


1. V. D d there fore, 


onour can ut beſt be ſaid to be but an imaginary one: But 
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be our Cafe, if we cannot extricate the Nation out of Amis 11 Ges. 11; 
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1. therefore, if, in the preſent Caſe, no icular Direg * 
be given them ale Hoa I am fad they will 
of ſuch general Acknowledgments or Declaration, 
make thoſe Rights more diſputable and precarious than 
they were heretofore. I am far from thinking, that d 
coming to particular Reſolutions, or our  obliging thoſe y 
may ” __— employed to _ r us, to inf 
upon havin e Rights now in Diſpute particularly 
— 5 CR will make A Wir anavoidath 
becauſe, I believe, if the Court of Spain be once fully a 
vinced, that nothing leſs will ſatisfy us, they will agree q 
ſuch particular Acknowlegments, rather than come to | 
open Rupture :; But they will certainly wave and put off ap 
ing to any ſuch, as long as they think we will bear with | 
becauſe, in the mean Time, they will every now and the 
be getting ſomething by the Plunder of our Merchants; a 
as our Miniſters have, I think, already allowed them to d of ou 
ly with us too long upon this Head, I hope this Houſe yi 
now interpoſe, in order not only to convince the Spanian if we 
that nothing will ſatisfy this Nation, but a particular & 
knowledgment of every Right they have taken upon tie 
to diſpute, and to convince the Miniſtry that a Britiſh Pai 
ments are better Negotiators than themſelves. 

But ſuppoſe, Sir, that the Spaniards, by preſuming ap 
our Weakneſs, Timidity, or bad Conduct, ſhould abſolute 
refuſe to come to any particular Settlements with us; will a If Ol 
Man ſay, that for the Sake of avoiding a War, we ouyht 
accept of a Treaty or Convention, from which we can expe 
no Satisfaction for paſt Injuries, nor Security againſt futar 
The Treaty of Seville may convince every Man, that aon. 
can expect nothing from general Acknowledgments, or gc 
Promiſes: From that Treaty, we were cold, I believe I 
an honourable Gentleman now in my Eye who affirmed i 
this Houſe, that the Nation was to reap great Advantages; 
I know of no Man in the Kingdom, that has as yet found 
Advantages from that Treaty, unleſs it be the Commiſa 
and their Attendants ; and if our Miniſters ſhould now ff 
cure, or accept of, ſuch another Treaty, as that of Sevill 
hope they will pardon me, if I think, that they will do1 ; 
table Injury to their Country, inſtead of doing it a Per . Hi 
good Service. I have as great a Regard as the Honount 
Gentleman can have for our Spaniſh, Italian, and Twi 
Merchants ; but our ſuffering our America Trade to be rut 
is not the way to protect them. I am afraid Sir, that, if we 
loſe our American Trade, the Ballance of Trade to all og” 
Countries will be very much againſt us; I wiſh it i 
now. | 
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« Therefore, for the ſake of our other Merchants trading to 
de Mediteranean and Levant, I think, we ought to inſiſt ſtren- 
woſly upon the Protection of our Merchants, and the Freedom 
four Navigation, in all Parts of the World; for if we allow 
r Merchants to be plundered, and our Navigation interrupted 
in any one Part of the World, our Fate will ſoon come to be 
the fame in every other Part of World; and even in the Me- 
r2erranean, as well as the American Seas, the Spaniards have 
late begun to make more free with the Britiſh Flag, than 
they, or any other Nation, durſt do in Times pait. Let 
10 Gentleman therefore pretend, that his Regard for our 
Merchants trading to one Part of the World, ought to prevail 
ith him to allow our Merchants trading to any other Part of 
if the World, to be plundered and abuſed. 
dir, it is to our Trade and Navigation we owe the Whole 
f our Riches, Power, and Splendor. Before we had any Trade 
jr Navigation, this Ifland was little better than a Deſart; and 
ive ſhould allow both to be deſtroyed, it will be ſoon reduc- 
d to its former Condition. The extenſive Trade and Na- 
nigation we now have, is not ſo much owing to our Situation, 
ich has always been the ſame, as to the great Care we 
have taken in theſe latter Ages, that our Merchants and Sea- 
pen ſhould meet with Safety and Reſpect in all Parts of the 
World. Our great King Edward III. ſhewed ſuch a Regard 
our Trade and Navigation, that upon a Complaint from 
ur Merchants, of their having been plundered by the Spa- 
uh Pyrates or Guarda Coſta's of thoſe Days, he immediately 
ted out*a Fleet, and went in Perſon to revenge the Depre- 
lations that had been committed upon his Subjects; by 
wich he reſtored the Freedom of our Commerce, and added 
Naval Triumph, to the many Triumphs he had before ob- 
kined at Land, The Protection of Trade and Navigation 
walways been one of the chief Concerns of all great Kings and 
wiſe Nations, Even the Romans, who could never be ſaid 
ode a trading People, ſhewed a great Regard for it, as ap- 
can from the Reproof Cicero gave them in his Days, for 
ue to ſuppreſs the Py rates, and to aſſert the Honour of 
eir Flag. 
His Words, Sir, upon that Occaſion, are ſo applicable to 
is Nation at preſent, that I ſhall beg Leave to repeat them. 
In adviſing his Countrymen to ſupport the Cauſe of their 
ured Merchants, in his Oration for the Manilian Law, 
bong many other beautiful Expreſſions, he makes uſe 
(the following: Majores weftri ſepe, Mercatoribus, ac Na- 
iculatoribus injurioftus traftatis, bella geſſerunt. Quare vi- 
e, num dubitandum vobis fit, omni fludio ad id Bellum incum- 
re, in quo Gloria Nominis weftri, Satus Sociorum, Vectigalia 
ams, Firtung plurimorum Civium, cum Republica defenduntur. 
D d 2 wy vVide- 
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mands, I am ſure no Circumſtance can. This has been « 


Terms, every one of thoſe Rights they now pretend . 


p r 


N 
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, 7 
itte ne, ut illius pulcherrimum fuit, tantam <ybiz levi 
Gloriam relinquere, fic vobis turpiſſimum ſit, illud, quod ac ahi 
tueri & conſervare non poſſe. 4 

© Theſe are Words, Sir, which no true Engliſhman va 
ever forget; and I am forry to ſay, that I think there is ts 
much Occaſion for enforcing the Remembrance of them x 
preſent. We have been negotiating and treating with Span 
for theſe twenty Years, about nothing that I — of, u. 
leſs it was about Reparation and Security for our Merchang; 
and yet, during that whole Time, they have been plundery 
and abuſing our Merchants, almoſt without Intermiſſa 
If a Nation's being ſubject to daily Inſults and Injuries is x 
a Circumſtance, that ought to make it peremptory in its L 


Caſe for many Years, and will be our Caſe, till Sp 
be made to acknowledge, in the molt expreſs and particu 


diſpute. Ought not this to make us peremptory in our [ 
mands ? Ought not it to have made us peremptory long e: 
ir, if we had peremptorily inſiſted upon full Satis 
tion and Reparation, for the very firſt Injury that was off 
ed us, I may venture to affirm, we ſhould never have be 
expoſed to a ſecond. Nay, if we conſider that our Inſult a 
Injuries, were inflicted without any Ceremony, we ought 
have uſed as little Ceremony in the reyenging them; and 
have taken Satisfaction, without being at any great Pains 
demand it. But I hope Sir, that is not even yet rer 
late. , 

This was what Oliver Cromwell did in a like Cafe, th 
happened during his Government, and in a Caſe wher 
more powerful Nation was concerned than ever Spain cc 
pretend to. In the Hiſtories of his Time we are told, that 
Engliſh Merchant-Ship was taken in the Chops of the Cu 
nel, carried into St. Maloes, and there confiſcated upon in 
groundleſs Pretence. As ſoon as the Maſter of the & 
who, we are told, was an honeſt Quaker, got home, he MD 
ſented a Petition to the Protector in Council, ſetting forth Were: 
Caſe, and praying for Redreſs. Upon hearing the Petits 
the Protector told his Council, he would take that A dome 
upon himſelf, and ordered the Man to attend him next M rern 
ing. He examined him ſtrictly as to all the Circumſa i ln f. 
his Caſe, and finding by his Anſwers that he was a plain, 
reſt Man, and that he had been concerned in no una a. 
Trade, be asked him, If he could go to Paris with a L Qua!ij 
The Man anſwered, he could. Well then, ſays the Fro 
tor, prepare, fory our Journey, and come to me to mm 
Morning. Next Morning he gave him a Letter to e 
Mazarine, and told him he muſt ſtay but three Pays ®* 
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rd tell the Cardinal, that if it is not paid you in three Days, 
a have expreſs Orders from me to return home. The ho- 
xt, blunt Quaker, we may ſu , followed his Inftruc- 
ons to a Tittle; but the Cardinal, according to the Manner 
Miniſters when they are any way preſſed, began to ſhuffle ; 
erefore the Quaker returned, as he was bid. As ſoon as 
ie Protector ſaw him, he asked, Well, Friend, have you 
x your Money ? And upon the Man's — he had 
jt, the Protector told him, Then leave your Direction with 
xy Secretary, and you ſhall ſoon hear from me. Upon this 
becaion, that great Man did not ſtay to negotiate, or to ex- 
in, by long tedious Memorials, the Reaſonableneſs of his 
bemand. No, Sir, tho' there was a French Miniſter reſid- 
po here, he did not ſo much as acquaint him with the Sto- 
but immediately ſent a Man of War or two to the Chan- 
|, with Orders to ſeize every French Ship they could 
ge: with, Accordingly, they returned in a few Days with 
xo or three French Prizes, . which the Protector ordered to 
immediately ſold, and out of the Produce, he paid the 
ker what he demanded for the Ship and Cargo: Then 
e ſert for the French Miniſter, gave him an Account of 
tat had happened, and told him there was a Balance, which 
ie pleaſed, ſhould be paid in to him, to the end that he 
jioht deliver it to thoſe of his Countrymen, who where the 
aretz of the French Ships, that had been ſo taken and 


This, Sir, was Oliver Cromwell's Manner of Negociating ; 
5 725 the Method he took for obtaining Reparation : And 
it was the Conſequence ? It produced no War between 
£179 Nations: No, Sir, it made the French Government 
ly afraid of giving him the leaſt Offence ; and while he 
e, they took ſpecial Care that no Injury ſhould be done 
ny Subjects of Great-Britain. This ſhews, that Oliver 
onwell had a Genius and a Capacity for Government; and 
Kerer unjuſty he acquired his Power, it is certain that this 
don was as much reſpected abroad, and flouriſhed as much 
dome, under his Government, as it ever did under any 
'ernment : But when a Nation has the Misfortune to have 
din {et at the Head of her Affairs, who knows nothing of 
eg, who knows nothing but the little low Detail of Of- 
©, 2nd has neither Capacity or Knowledge beyond what 
Ju'ify him for being a Clerk in the Treaſury, or ſome 
fr puolick Office, it is then no wonder to ſee that Nation 
Filed and inſulted abroad, and diſſatisfied, mutinous, and 


01S at home, 


I wiſh 


Inſwer. The Anſwer I mean, Sir, ſays he, is, the full Va- ——_ 
le of what you might have made of your Ship and Cargo 


8 —ANegociations abroad, would aſſume, if poſſible, a lie 
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« Twiſh, Sir, thoſe who have now the Direction of 


the Spirit and Courage of Oliver Cromwell. He hat 
powerful a Party to ſtruggle with at home, as ever any M 
niſter had; but he never allowed the Danger he was in fn 
that Party, to deter him from vindicating, upon all Oc, 
ſions, the Honour and Intereſt of his Country abroad. þ 
had too much good Senſe to manage in ſuch a puſillanim 
Manner; for he knew that ſuch Management would h 
increaſed the Party againſt him, and would have made the 
more daring, as well as more numerous. If our pet 
Negociators, or thoſe who have the Direction of our New 
ciations, take Example by him, I am ſure they will not x 
cept of any general Acknowledgments or Promiſes; ; 
therefore there can be no Danger in our agreeing tot 
particular Reſolutions I have propoſed. But I am af 
Ser, they will not. I am afraid will, for the Sake 
patching up a Peace, accept of ſuch Terms as will rather| 
a new Affront to the Nation, than an Atonement for the 
ſults and Injuries we have ſuffered. From the Refolut 
the honourable Gentleman has been pleaſed to propoſe, [ 
I deny it to be an Amendment to mine, unleſs we judge 
Reſolutions or Motions, as we judge of Men of War, 
may ſee what he thinks will be a ſufficient Acknowledpne 
of the Rights now in Diſpute between Spain and us: | 
has reſerved only what I may call one Beam, or one Pla 
of what I propoſed; he has reſerved only the firſt two 
three Sentences, and this, he has told us, will, in hu( 
Pinion, be as ſtrong a Vindication of all the Right 
| Privileges, now in Diſpute between Spain and us, s 
every one of them had been particularly mentioned .I conk 
Sir, the Words he propoſes to reſerve, may be {ome Sort 
general Acknowledgment of the firſt two Rights I prop 
to be eſtabliſhed, by the Reſolutions of this Houſe; | 
but how. they can be called an _— 
the laſt two, I cannot comprehend The Word 
© That it is the natural and undoubted Right of Bn 
Subjects, to ſail with their Ships, on any Part of the 
© of America, to and from any Part of his Majeſty's! 
© minions. For God's Sake, Sir, how is it poſſible to1 
gine, that theſe Words can any Way relate to our Right 
cutting Logwood in the Bay of Campechey, or to our! 
of gathering Salt in the Iſland of Tortugas ? It is impol 
to imagine any ſuch Thing; and therefore, if we age 
what he has offered, it may be ſuppoſed, that we hare 
our Negotiators at Liberty, to make a Sacrifice of | 
two valuable Rights to their own Eaſe and Security. 


| 
' 
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t, more than 


here; I fay, Sir, ſuppoſe theſe Words dreſſed up in the 

um of an Article in a future Treaty, they would then 

and thus: His Catholick Majeſty acknowledges and de- 
Rig 


Britiſh Subjects, to ſail with their Ships on any Part of 
the Seas of America, to and from any Part of 

annick Majeſty's Dominions.“ Now let us compare this 
Security for the Freedom of our Commerce, with that 
ich we have already, by Treaties now ſubſiſting between 
te two Crowns. By the 15th Article of the Treaty of 
670, it is expreſly declared, © That the Freedom of Com- 
nerce ſhall not be interrupted by ne Manner of Means, 
nor under any Pretence of Preheminence, Right, or Signiory, 
which either Party claims in the Weſt Indies, or in any 
Part of America.” And by the 6th Article of the Treaty 
Utrecht, it is expreſly declared, That as the Subjects 
of their Majeſties are to enjoy on both Sides an entire, 
teure, and unmoleſted Uſe and Liberty of Navigation 
ud Commerce, as long as the Peace and Friendſhip, en- 
tered into by their Majeſties, and their Crowns, con- 
inne; fo likewiſe their Majeſties have provided, that the 
aid Subjects ſhall not be deprived of that Security, for any 
ittle Difference which may poſſibly ariſe ; but that 

ſtall, on the contrary, enjoy all the Benefits of Peace, until 
War be declared between the two Crowns.” From this 
pariſon, can any Man fay, that this new Security, 
ich is all the honourable Gentleman ſeems to propoſe for 
will be any Way more extenſive, or more explicit, or 
re effectual, than the Security we have already? Can 
5 Houſe then propoſe, that the Nation ſhould now content 
if with a Renewal only of that Security, which by dear- 
ght Experience, we have found to be no Security at all. 
dir, I inſiſt upon it, that ſuch a general Acknowledg- 
it or Declaration, would be ſo far from being a Secu- 
J, Wat it would be nothing like a Determination of the 
ical Affair now in Diſpute between Spain and us. 
$ Catholick Majeſty never pretended, that Britiſh 
ects have not a Right to fail with their Ships on 
bert of the open Seas of America; nor do we pre- 
, that we have a Right to fail to and traffick in the 


iu, Havens, or Places poſſeſſed by the Spaniards 
in 


hut with reſpect, Sir, even to the firſt two Rights, which An 11 Geo. . 
to be particularly eſtabliſhed, 8 EP 


have from ſuch a — Acknow 
e have at preſent ? Suppoſe theſe Wo which are, by 


dares, that it is the natural and undoubted Right of the 
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Ship, but ſhall ſend their long Boat or Pinnace to 


© Sea-Letters, whereby not only the Ship's Lading, but th 


n 
in America, any farther than is allowed us by | 
Aſſiento Contract. But the King of Spain pretends, that; | 
order to diſcover whether any of our Ships have been fallin 
to and trafficking with his Subjects in America, he ha? 
Right to enter and ſearch our Ships upon the open Seas; a 
that, if upon ſuch a Search it be found, that they have x 
of thoſe Goods on Board, which he ſays can be found i 
where but in his Dominions in that Part of the World, iti 
a full Proof that they have been carrying on an illicit Trab 
with his Subjects, and that therefore he has a Right to feng 
and confiſcate the Ship and Cargoe. On the contrary, wy 
contend, and with Juſtice contend, that he has no Right u 
ſearch any Britiſh Ship on the open Seas, either in Amerig 
or elſewhere ; but that in all Caſes, and in all Seas, if ; 
Spaniſh Ship of War, or Guarda Coſta, meets a Britiſh Ski 
at Sea, the Spaniſh Ship is by the 14th Article of the Tre: 
of 1667, not to come within Cannon Shot of the Bil 


© Britiſh Ship, with only two or three Men on board, i 
whom the Maſter or Owner ſhall ſhew his Paſſports ax 


© Place to which ſhe belongs, and as well Mafter an 
* Owner's Name, as the Name of the Ship, may appear 
© by which means the Quality of the Ship, and her Maſters 
© Owner; will be ſufficiently known, as alſo the Comm 
« dities ſhe carries, whether they be contraband or not, i 
* the which Paſſports and Sea-Letters intire Faith a 
Credit ſhall be given. | 

* And ſuppoſing, Sir, it ſhould appear, by the Britiſh Shy 
Paſſports and Sea Letters, that ſhe is ſailing to or from a 
Spaniſh Port, and has prohibited Goods on Board; by ti 
15th Article of the ſame Treaty, © Thoſe prohibited Goo 
only are to be ſeized or confiſcated, and not the ot 
© Goods; neither ſhall the Delinquent incur any other f 
© niſhment, except he carry out from the Dominions « 
Spain any Gold or Silver, wrought or unwrought. C 
ſuppoſing it ſhould appear by the Britiſh Ship's Paſſport 
and Sea-Letters, that ſhe is bound to a Port belonging 
ſome Power, then at War with the King of Spain, and has 
contrand Goods; by the 23d Article of the ſame Tre 
Such Goods only ſhall be taken out and confiſcated; | 
for this Reaſon the Ship, and the other free and allo 
© Commodities, which ſhall be found therein, ſhall in 
© wiſe be either ſeized or confiſcated.” 

© I muſt obſerve, Sir, that this Treaty of 1667, W 
general Treaty, which comprehended America as vel 
every other Part of the World; therefore the Mete 


thereby eſtabliſhed, for viſiting our Ships at Sea, oog 
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e obſerved in the American Seas, as well as the Mediter- ue. 11. Gl. it 


| nean, Bay of Biſcay, or any other open Sea; and I muſt , 
ln rewiſe obſerve, that tho“ by this Treaty we got no Per- 
has nion to trade with the Spaiuſh Plantations in America or 
ue Weſt Indies, yet we did not, by that Treaty, lay our- 
en hes under any expreſs Obligation not to trade with them: 
e did not lay ourſelves under any ſuch Obligation, till . 


the Year 1670; ſo that the Spaniards have no Right either 


Tra. {earch or ſeize, our Ships, but what they have by the 
ſein y of Nations, or what they got by the Treaty of 1670. 
', py the Law of Nations, they have no Right to ſearch or 
gil ene any Ship, unleſs ſhe be found within ſome Part of 


heir Dominions; therefore they have no Right to ſearch or 
ene any of our Ships, upon any Part of the open Seas of 
imerica, And by the Treaty of 1670, we obliged our- 
Ives only not to navigate or traffick in the Havens and 
Places, that are in the Poſſeſſion of the Catholick King in the 
Neft-Indies ; therefore, as the open Seas of America are 


ard, e, 2s we can never allow them, or any Part of them, to 
„ US. in his Poſſeſſion, he can have no Right, by that Treaty, 
but ua ſearch, much leſs to ſeize, any of our Ships, that are 
r ung upon the open Seas of America. | 

per Gn the contrary, Sir, by the Atticles of the Treaty of 


alter e, the Spaniſh Men of War and Guarda Cofta's are ex- 
aun ey, and very particularly, 1 not to come within 
non Shot of any Britiſh Ship ſailing upon the open Seas z 
dif they have a Mind to viſit or ſee the Paſſports or Sea- 
gh ers of any ſuch Ship, they are expreſly obliged not to 
h ob d above two or three Men on Board for that Purpoſe ; and 
on u doe Paſſports and Sea Letters they are expreſly obliged to 
Wie entire Faith and Credit; which laſt Words cut off 
ey Pretence, they can have, for making a Search; and 
the very Nature of the Thing, they can ſeize no 
en of thoſe that are mentioned in the Bills of Lading, 
tle the Ship be bound to or from ſome Port of Spain, or 
eme Port belonging to the King of Spain's declared Ene- 
les; hecauſe ſhe can have no Goods on Board that can, 
the Spaniards, be called prohibited, unleſs ſhe be bound to 
from ſome of their Ports; and ſhe can have no contraband 
odd on Board, unleſs ſhe be bound to a Port poſſeſſed by 
er Enemies. Nay, even in theſe two Caſes, they cannot 
tend to make Prize of Ship and Cargo: They can ſeize and 
thſcate on] y thoſeGoods,which are prohibited or contraband. 
From what I have ſaid, Sir, the Injuſtice of the King of 
Jan's Pretenfions muſt evidently appear. It muſt _ 
lent, that he has no Right to ſearch any of our Ships ſail- 
þ upon the open Seas of America; and much leſs has he a 
pit to limit and preſcribe, what Sort of Goods they ſhall 
from one Part of the Britiſh Dominions, to another or 
You, v. E e —_ 
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- Otherwiſe have done, becauſe I have Reaſon to ſuſpett, th 


to determine, that their carrying any one Sort of Gn 
ſhall be a Proof of their having been carrying on an illid 
TOAD his Subjects 1 BY e are Uſurpat 
lately ſet up in direct Oppoſition to the Law of Natiom 28 
notwithſtanding the general Acknowledgment of aher 1 
merce and Navigation, ſo often and ſo an Tepratel a 
the Treaties now ſubſiſting between us; and theſe, Sir, 
Uſurpations which they have ſet up, under the falſe a 
frivolous Pretence, that ſuch Practices are not inconſiſe 
with the Freedom of Commerce or Navigation, and then 
fore not contrary to the general Acknowledgments and I 
Clarations contained in thoſe Treaties. Does not this hs 
Sir, that a general Acknowledgment of our Right to falt 
any Part of the Seas of America, will not determine g 
Queſtion in Diſpute between us? Does not it ſhew, h 
ſuch a general Acknowledgment will leave us as much lab 
to Inſults and Depredations, after it is obtained, as we h 
been for theſe twenty Years paſt ? Therefore, we ought, 
muſt inſiſt upon having theſe I up and paf 
ed from, in the moſt particular, expreſs, and explicite Term 
otherwiſe we muſt give up our Trade and our Plantations, n 
only in the Iflands, but alſo upon the Continent of Ameria 
and if we are ſo cowardly as to give up ſuch a valuable Br 
of eur Commerce, I will foretel, that we muſt ſoon give u 
not only our Turkey, Italian, and Spaniſh Trade, but al 
our Trade to Portugal and the Coaſts of Africa; for the ſu 
Pretences may be ſet up for ſearching and ſeizing our Shy 
in the Mediterranean, Bay of Baſcay, and African Sea, 
are now ſet up for ſearching our Ships in the open deu 
America: Nay, Iam convinced, Spain, or ſbme other « 
our Neighbours, will ſoon ſet up the ſame Pretences f 
Tuining our Trade in the Eaſt-Indies. PU 
© I have been the more particular, Sir, upon this Sul 
je, and have taken up more of your Time, than I we 


the honourable Gentleman who made you the ſecond 

poſition, which I find he has a Mind ſhould paſs as an; 
mendment to mine, in order to avoid putting the (Oele 
upon what I took the Liberty to propoſe ; I ſay, Sir, Il 
Reaſon to ſuſpe&, that he may have ſome Hand in direc 
our future Negociations with Spain; and as, by what be! 
been pleaſed to propoſe, he ſeems not to be ſo zealous in 
Defence of the Rights and Privileges of this Nation, 4 
think, he ought, Fin this Houſe will come to the Rel 
lutions I have propoſed, in order to prevent, as much 
poſſible, the Effect his Counſels may have upon our fun 
Negociations with the Court of Spain; for if we ue 

good- natured, and ſo paciſick, as to continue our 


| (221) 
qociations yet 2 while longer, I believe, moſt Gentlemen 
that hear me will admit, that they ought to- be carried on 
vich more Vigour, and in a more peremptory Manner than 
hey have been for many Years paſt; and that whatever 
tay be the Reſult of this Day's Debate, our Negociators, 
Lt leaſt, ought to-infift-upon particular Explanations and ex- 
res Declarntions, with reſpect to every Matter of Right 
ow in Diſpute : but more eſpecially with reſpe& to that 
Right the Spaniards have lately uſurped, of ſearching our 
Ships upon the open Seas. 

« For this Reaſon, Sir, among many others, if the Queſ- 
ton is to be put upon the Amendment propoſed, I hope 
temen will diſagree to it, in order that we may come at 
vetting the Queſtion upon the ſeveral Reſolutions, I have 
aken the Liberty to lay before you.” 
The Right honourable Sir Robert Walpole likewiſe 
bod up again, and ſpoke in Subſtance as follows, viz. 


Sir, 


ir now before us, would take care to keep to the Point 
ally in Difpute ; for by ſo —_ I am ſure they would 
much ſhorten the Debate. In what I took the Liberty 
trouble you with upon this Subject, I am certain, I did 
drop the leaſt Word, that could intimate lo much as a 
Joubt abeut any. of the Rights or Privileges, which the 
dart of Spain now pretends to conteſt with us. So far o- 
herwiſe, I expreſly declared that I agreed with every thin 
be honourable Gentleman had ſaid in Support of them; — 
am ſtill convinced, that no Gentleman, either within or 
ithout Doors, will ſo much as inſinuate, that our Title to 
ſy one of thoſe Rights and Privileges, is in the leaſt doubt- 
I therefore J muſt think, that whatever the honourable 
entleman has ſince been pleaſed to add, whatever may 
eaſter be ſaid, in Support of any of thoſe Rights or Pri- 
leges, or for explaining or demonſtrating the Juſtice of our 
le to all, or any one of them, is a Sort of fighting with 
e Wind: Tt is arguing without an Opponent; and conſe- 
ently, J muſt beg leave to ſay, that I think it is taking 
2 great deal of your Time to no Purpoſe. 
* The only Queſtion in Diſpute among us, Sir, is, Whe- 
er we ought now to come to a particular Reſolution, upon 
ery particular Right or Privilege, which the Court of Spain 
ends to conteſt with - us; or, if we ought only to come 
me general Reſolution, which may virtually include them 
and fo leave it intirely to his Majeſty, and thoſe em- 
ed by him, to obtain ſuch farther Explanations, and 
particular Acknowledgments, as the preſent or future 
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Iwiſh, that Gentlemen, in their debating upon the Af- Sir R. Walpole. 


pang nt 1. Cir 
$: on? This, Sir, is the only 
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between two independant Nations, both ought to con 
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ircumſtances of Affairs my make proper for him to indd 
oint now in Diſpute amoneſ 
us; and therefore, without taking notice of What the . 
nourable Gentleman has now been pleaſed to add to wh 
he formerly ſaid, for explaining and enforcing the Juſtice 
our Title to thoſe Rights and Privileges, which the $ 
niards have lately taken upon them to conteſt, I ſhall on 
add a few Words for enforcing what I have ſaid before, i 
favour of the general Reſolution I propoſed, and then I ful 
endeavour to anſwer the few Arguments that have be 
made. uſe of, for ſhewing that we ought to come to particuli 
Reſolutions upon every par: icular Right or Privilege, n 
conteſted by Spain. | 
© The honourable Gentleman has told us, that not ot 
eur Negociators qught to inſiſt poſitively and perempte 
upon particular Explanations and expreſs Acknowledgmeit 
with reſpect to eyery particular Right or Privilege lately ca 
teſted, but that this Houſe ought now to come to ſuch | 
ſolutions as may make it abſolutely neceſſary. for them to i 
fiſt upon ſuch. I wiſh, Sir, with all my Heart, I belien 
every honeſt Subject of Great Britain wiſhes, that it were i 
our Power to give Laws to every Potentate in Europe, and 
preſcribe to them how they ſhould behave, in every Cz 
not only to us, but to one another. But this is at -preſe 
impoſſible; and even though we had a Probability of Succel 
in any ſuch Attempt, I do not think it would be prudenti 
us to attempt making uſe of our Power in a Manner too 
ſitivg and haughty, leſt by ſo doing we ſhould provoke t 
other Powers ot Europe to unite together, in order to redut 
the Power of this Nation, and to make us ſubmit to {at 
Laws as they might be pleaſed to preſcribe to us, "inſtead 
pur preſcribing to all or apy of them. For this Reaſon, . 
in all our Negociations, we muſt have a Regard to Pol 
as well as to what we think Juſtice, and we muſt take an 
in the Demands we make upon any one of our Neighbom 
mot to inſiſt ſo poſitively and ſo haughtily, even upon th 
Terms we may think reaſonable, as to excite the Jealod 
of the reſt. In Conteſts between Nations, it is the fame 
in Conteſts between private Men: Each Party thinks hi 
ſelf right; and as there is no Judge or Judicature, that la 
Right to determine finally in thoſe Conteſts, that happe 


the Sentiments of their Neighbours, and both aught to þ 
Demands, or extend their — 2 according to tl 
Opinion, which they find prevails generally among, is 
moſt impartial Neighbours.” This may often be a | 
for a Nation's accepting of general Declarations, in & 
where particular Explanations, and expreſs Conceſſions, vol 
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duly be jaſt, but mach more to their Honour and Ad- Ap 

Fall, I believe, Sir, ne See this Houſe * 

l. readily acknowledge the Juſtice and Reaſonableneſs of 

one of our Demands upon Spain; but whatever Opi- 

n we may have about the Matters now in Diſpute between 

ee the Court of Spain dam notes yo think aur 

mands either reaſonable or juſt ; I am perſuaded his Ca- 
— Majeſty, at leaſt, does not think ſo, otherwiſe 

-natural Propenſity to Juſtice, which is fo well known, 

ld certainly have induced him to comply with our De- 

nds. Even the other Courts of Europe cannot perhaps be 

| 444 — Way we do; and 

ve ſhould too peremptorily inſiſt y our preſent De- 

s againſt Spain, and ſhould — compel them to 

ree toſuch Terms as we had. a Mind to propoſe, and to 
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0 wedge our Rights and Privileges in ſuch a Manner, 

| 1 iby ſuch Words and Expreſſions, as we ſhould think fit 
\ ton WW preſcribe, it might ſtir up ſome of the other Powers of 
bell Farope to join with Spain, who would otherwiſe have re- 
ver ned neutral; and it might prevent our beſt Friends and 
and s natural Allies from giving us their Aſſiſtance, in a War 
7 Ca 7 we had anneceſlarity and imprudently brought pn 


relves. 

What the preſent Syſtem of Paliticks in Europe may be, 

| hall not pretend, Sir, to determine: I do not believe any 
ntleman in this Houſe can. It is a Syſtem that 
rend upon the Humour, of ſo many Courts, and up- 
n ſo many Accidents at every one of theſe Courts, that it 
pult be altering and changing every Day. Therefore it is 
Impoſſible to communicate it to this Houſe ; nor can we; if 
r were now communicated, in common Prudence, allow it 
phave any great Influence on our Reſolutions, It may be 
preſent in ſuch, a State, as might make it prudent in us to 
ky hold of the Opportunity, in order to have all Matters in 
Dipute between Spain and us fettled and determined, in the 
Tolt particular and explicite Manner; and yet, before we 
wild poſſibly take Advantage of the Opportunity, which 
ie then Syſtem of Politicks had furniſhed us with, it might 
ro much changed to our Diſadvantage, - as, would make it 
Prucent in us to lower our , Creſt, and accept of any Ex- 
pecient, for putting off qur being obliged - to came to an 
pen Rupture with Spain, at ſuch an unſeaſonable Juncture. 
This, Sir, ſhews the Wiſdom and the Excellence of our 
nſtitution, which has trated intirely to the Crown, the 
Pover of making Peace and War ;.and at the ſame Time it 
= how imprudent it woult be in us to eneroach upon that 
{[rrogative, by laying the Crown. under a Neceflity, to make, 
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* 0 Goo i War, however unſcaſonable, however perverſe "the 
2 juncture may be. All Matters relating to Peace and W 
beſides the Secrecy that is requiſite, are liable to ſo mai 
Changes, and to ſuch ſudden and unlooked- for Alteration 
that nothing but a fingle Perſon, or an Aﬀembly that is 0 
tinually ſubſiſting, can be exactly informed of every Inci 
that. occurs, or can have {uch a thorough Knowled 


of < 9 

reign Affairs, as to be able to foreſee the lucky mh. = [1 
Incidents that may probably occur, fo as to take attimmedi 
ate Advantage of the former, or ſo as to take ſuch Meaſun 
as may prevent the dangerous Conſequences 'of the lat 
Therefore, while our happy Conſtitution remains int n 
while the Parliament meets but once a Year, and does ng 
continue aſſembled above three or four Months in the twee 


it is impoſſible for either Houſe of Parltament to intermedi * 
much leſs to preſcribe to the Crown, in any Affair wt 
to Peace or War, without expoſing the Nation to imminem 

I mall grant, Sir, that after the Rights of a Nation h 
been contetted and invaded, or after an unjuſt Claim has bee he 


actually ſet up, there is a greater Octaſion for particular Ex 
plane tions, and-expreſs Conceſſions, than there was befote 
but Nations muft chuſe proper Times and Seaſons for inſiſt 
ing even upon that, which they are moſt juſtly intithed to 
and whether the preſent” be a proper Time for bur infifting 
in a peremptory Manner, upon the utmoſt we are intitled to 
with reſpect to Spain, is a Confiderationwhich this Houſe can 
not pretend to be-a oampetent judge of j becauſe no Man can 
judge in ſuch a Cafe, without knowing thoroughly the Cir 
cumſtances and Complexions of all the Courts in Burope 
which is a Knowledge no Man can pretend to, without hr . 
ing previouſly been made fully acquainted with all the Secret 
the Cabinet; and I am ſure, no Man who wiſhes well t Pu 
his Country, would deſire, or can expect, that his NAI T 
ſhould communicate all the Secrets of his Cabinet to ſuch 
numerous Aſſembly. Nay, if he ſhould, it would not em 
ble us to determine what might be proper to be done 
Month hence; for that very Communication might ptobabi 
occaſion a thorough Change in the Face of Affalrs all © 
Europe ; which Change might make thoſe Meaſures deſtrur 
tive to the Nation, which at preſent may be juſtly" tou! 
the moſt ſalatarly and prudent. In my Opinion, chere 
fore, the bal Fhing we can do upon the preſent Occr- 
fion, is, to come to ſome general Reſolution, in order . 
ſhew the Refentment ef the Nation againſt the Inſuls 
and Injuries we have met with, and to leave it entirely tc 
his Majeſty's Care and Wiſdom; to get ſuch" Satisfac- 
tion, and to get our particular Rights as fully acknowledge 
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| 4225) 
Time and future Circumſtances will permit. 1 hope, 1 | 
ke that ſuch. an Opportunity will ſoon preſent ; but if it., 
ud not, and if the Spaniards + ſhould prove more TY 
dfinate than we have: Reaſon to expect, his Majeſty 
wil, no doubt, take the firſt proper Opportunity for com- 
xling them to do, what in Juſtice they ought. Our com- 
ag to a general Reſolution can no way oblige his Majeſty 
vzccept of general Acknowledgments, if he fiads that he 
an, either by fair or foul Means, obtain particular and ex- 
xe Conceſſions 3, but our coming to particular and explicit 
tefolutions, will render it impoſhble for his Majeſty, either 
ppropoſe or accept of general Ackn ments, even tho? 
e hould then be convinced, that the Nation could not 
une to an immediate Rupture, with any Proſpe& of Ad- 
tage; ſo that our coming to a general Reſolution cannot 
wlibly be attended with any bad Conſequence, whereas our 
aging to particular Reſolutions, binds up his Majeſty's 
Huds, and may force the Nation into a War at a very un- 
eſonzble Juncture, which of courſe may be attended with 
de molt fatal Conſequences. | 5 
I ſhall likewiſe admit, Sir, that the firſt Part of the Reſo- 
on offered by the honourable Gentleman, which I propoſe 
ould ſtand Part of the Reſolution of this Houſe, does not 
anprehend the Rights or Privileges we have to cut Log- 
mod in the Bay of Campechey, and to gather Salt ip 
lad of Tortugas ; but as our Claim to both has never yet 
teen preſcribed, the Diſturbance we have met with in the 
Lierciſe of theſe two Rights, will I think, be ſufficiently 
unprehended under the following Words, in the Reſolution 
« Amendment I have propoſed, by which we are to declare, 
' That before and fince the Execution of the Treaty of 
Hille, and the Declaration made by the Crown of Spain, 
* purſuant thereunto, for the Satisfaction and Security of 
te Commerce of Great-Britain, many unjuſt Seizures and 
' Captures have been made, and great Depredations com- 
' Vitted, by the Spaniards,” For all the Britiſh Ships that 
kre been ſeized and confiſcated, for cutting Logwood in 
be Bay of Campechey, or for gathering Salt in the Iſland 
tTortugas, ought to be reckoned among thoſe unjuſt Sei- 
ares and Captures, which we complain of. But it in the 
dre of a future Inquiry, our Rights to both theſe Privi- 
are thought proper to be particularly aſcertained, this 
Feral Reſolution never can preclude his Majeſty from in- 
Fg upon a particular Acknowledgment, if the Circumſtan- 
& of Affairs will permit. 

Ide Freedom of our Commerce and Navigation, Sir, is 
* principal Affair in Diſpute between the two Nations, and 
<itich, in our Reſolution, we ought to ſhew the 2 

egard 
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Unis c. u. Rega ard to? Por this Reaſon, I 5 00 
* TE! Part of the Honourable Gentleman's wo un 
think, the Words I have propoſed to be kept in, will rr 

a ſufficient Vindication of our Right to à free Commierce u 

Navigation in the open Seas of America, without adding oil © 

_ Explanations. : His Majeſty may nevertheleſs, if he (oi © 

it proper, infiſt upon Explanations; but I do not think Nl 

ſhould, by our Reſolution, ſo limit his Majeſty, that he d 

not hereafter agree to any Treaty, without ſuch Explanation” 

becauſe, if the Spaniards ſhould make Satisfaction to us Ar 

what Injuries they have done, and agree, èven in gere 

Terms, to a Renewal of all the Treaties now ſubkit am 

between the two Crowns, we ought to accept of it, n 

than engage in a War; eſpecially if it appears, that they WM © 

gree to ſuch a new Treaty with a real Defign to obſerve il 

r if we ſhould afterwards find ourſelves deceived; if d : 

ſhould begin to play the ſame Game over again, we m 15 

N 


in all Probability find a more favourable rtunity th 
the preſent, for puniſhing their Breach of Faith, and enfy 
ing the Obſervance of Treaties. / WRT 

For my own Part, Sir, I do not pretend to know any 
crets about the preſent Circumſtances of Affairs in Europe; 
do not pretend to know what Allies Spain may expe, 
what Aſſiſtance we have to depend on, in Caſe of a War 
tween the two Nations ; but from what is publick and x 
known, I think every Gentleman ought to conchude, if 
Spaniards had not private Encouragement from Bowers mc 
conſiderable than themſelves, they would never have ventu 
upon thoſe Inſults, and Injuries, that have been proved 
your Bar. Beſides, Sir, the, preſent Circumſtances of Aft 
in Europe, are none of the moſt favourable for this Nati 
and many Accidents may occur, which may render th 
much more favourable, than they are at ankae; zerek 
however much ſome Gentlemen may take upon them to n 
cule the Tediouſneſs of our Negociations, I think it is mi 
mage prudent to protrac᷑t and draw them out to a Len 
than to run the Nation headlong into an unequal War, or 
give up any of our Rights and Privileges by a pred 
tate Treaty. | 1 88 | 55 

I am indeed ſurprized, Sir, to hear it inſinuated, ti 
becauſe I am not for ſuch particular Reſolutions, as I f 
may force the Nation into an unneceſſary or unſeaſor 
War, therefore I do not think the Matters now in Di 
between Spain and us, worth the Care of a Britiſh Pa 
ment. Sir, I think every one of them greatly deſerves 
Care of every Branch of our Legiſlature ; but, I think, 
ſhould not take an improper Opportunity, or ——_— ade 
thods, for ſnewing that Care; we ſhould not, like an 0 


„ 
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6nd Mother, deſtroy our Child, b W imprudent or 
mſeaſonable Methods for <= «= yg While the Diſpute 
remains in the Shape of a Negociation, the only proper 
Way we can take for ſhewing our Care, is, by general Re- 
flutions and Addreſſes, to aſſure his Majeſty, that we will 
port him in whatever Meaſures he may think proper, for 
ferting the Rights and Privileges of the Nation; and after 
lis Majeſty has deelared to us, that he finds he can vindicate 
thoſe Rights and Privileges no other Way but by Force of 
ums, which certainly he will not do, till he finds he can 
agzoe in a War, atleaſt upon an equal Footing, if not with 
more than probabfe View of Succeſs, we are then to ſhew 
ar Care and Concern for the Rights and Privileges of eur 
Country, by enabling his Majeſty to vindicate them, with 
int Vigour which becomes ſuch a powerful Nation. 

« | hope, Sir, I am as zealous in the Defence of the 
Rights and Privileges of my Country, as any Man in the 
kingdom ; but I ſhall never allow my Zeal to carry me be- 
und the Bounds of Prudence and Diſcretion. I ſhall never 
if: Popularity ſo much, as to be guided by thoſe popular 
Prejudices, which, I think, if indulged and followed, might 


* melve the Nation into great, perhaps inſuperable Difficul- 
* tes, Such a Conduct I ſhall always look on as imprudent in 
* te Authors, as well as pernicious to the Nation; for if, up- 
bir m the preſent Occaſion, or any ſuch Occaſion, we ſhould 


uneceſlarity hurry the Nation into a War, and the Event 
ould not anſwer the People's Expectations, I know who 
would be blamed, I know who would be the firſt to move 
&r an Enquiry into the Conduct of thoſe who had allowed 
be Nation to be led into a War, which it could not proſe- 
ate with Advantage; and as we cannot judge, whether, 
mon the preſent Occaſion, the Circumſtances of Europe are 
ch as may enable or permit us to proſecute a War againſt 
pan with Advantage, therefore I muſt be againſt our com- 
9 0 ſuch Reſolutions as will, in my Opinion, make a 
Var with Spain, not only unavoidable, dae imminent. 
44 Plumer Eſq; ſpoke to this Effect, viz. 
ir, 

* The Reſolutions propoſed by my honourable Friend 

der the Way, were ſo very, reaſonable in themſelves, and 


| Gare lay they would have met with no Oppoſition, had it 
it been for what was faid by the honourable Gentleman, 
Mo ſpoke laſt, and who offered to amend the honourable 
entleman's Reſolutions with underſtanding them ; at leaſt 
vill venture to ſay that he ſeems to miſtake the Point in 
Weſtion, This, Sir, we ſhall be fully ſenſible of, if we 
der the Affair now before us, and how it came before us: 


b becoming the Dignity of this Houſe to inſiſt upon, that 
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us by Petitions from our injured and plundered 


the unhappy Sufferers, as the Nature of their Cafe, and 


the only Thing we can do at preſent, for procuring them 


( 228 ) 
The Affair now under our Conſideration was brought before 

eſt « 
Merchants; and the'Petitioners, after repreſenti ark 
ferings, pray for ſuch a timely and adequate 
may put an End to their Sufferings, and ſuch Relief 


10 
for 
the Juſtice of their Cauſe, may require. The chief Queſtion 
now before us is, therefore, What we ſhall do, or what we 
may be able to do, for anſwering effectually the Prayer « 
their Petitions? For the Petitioners have bo fully prove 
their Allegations, to the Regret and Sorrow of almoſt every 
Man that heard them, t no Queſtion can be made 
about the Truth of what they have ſet forth. 

© Upon this, Sir, which I take to be the firſt and chief 
Queſtion, it ſeems to be the Opinion. of this Houſe, that 


any Remedy or Relief, is, to come to ſome Reſolutions, re 
lating to the Rights that are conteſted, and the Injuries that 
have been done to our Merchants, My honourable Friend 
over the Way has propoſed a Set of particular Reſolutions 
which, I think, may in all probability p_ ſome Effect 

im has propoſed 


and the honourable Gentleman near Wo 
neral Reſolution, which, from Experience we know, mu te, 
be altogether ineffeCtual ; ſo that the real Queſtion now t 
Diſpute is, Whether we ſhall come to ſuch Reſolutions a jt 
may probably be effectual, for procuring that Remedy 2 
Relief which the Petitioners pray for; or if we ſhall come u Ret 
a Reſolution, which, if we judge by Experience, we mul com 
conclude to be ineffectual. It is now ten Years fince than 
ſame Sort of Complaint was made to us; and we then can 
to ſuch a general Reſolution as the honourable Gentlema 
has, by his Amendment, propoſed : It is eight Years fince I 
ſecond Complaint of the ſame Nature was made to us, a» 
we again came to the ſame Sort of general Reſolution: Th Ch 
neral Reſolutions have been ſo far from procutnly feral 
Relief for thoſe who had then ſuffered, that many Inſui = 
have been ſince put upon the Nation, and many new Depronn 
dations committed; therefore, from repeated Experien = 
we muſt conclude, that ſuch a general Reſolution wall nere Ker 
prove effectual for putting an End to the preſent) or obtain ef 
Satisfaction for the paſt Sufferings of our Merchants. Stu _ 
we then, upon this third Application, amuſe the unhapP . 
Sufferers with ſuch a Reſolution as, we know, can have v4 
Effect? Shall we tell all the World that we dare cone ay) 
no Reſolutions, but ſuch as they know can procure thel * 
neither Reparation nor Security? What Effect, Sir, mg. 
that have upon our Planters and Merchants? Might it u oh 


render them deſperate? And yet this is the Queſtion, 1 
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be proud of giving a Negative. 
fs; the preſent Occaſion, I could wiſh it were in al- 
"oſt the Power of this Houſe,to act as well as reſolve. I conld 
|noſt wiſh it were in our Power to ſend out Squadrons and 
mies, and to give ſuch Orders and Inſtructions to thoſe 
qudrons and Armies, as might be worthy of the Britiſh 
Nation, and ſufficient for enabling them to revenge the In- 
aries their Country has received. This, *tis true, is not in 


TIL 1 


ur Power, but ſurely we may, and, I think, we ought to 
one to ſuch Reſolutions, as may give our Merchants and 
— emen ſome Hopes of meeting at laſt with Reparation for 


Pupoſe we muſt come to Reſolutiong, ſtronger and more 
articular than any of thoſe we have yet come to: If we do 
wt, we muſt expect, that our Planters, Merchants, and Seamen, 
ill gire over having any further Concern in Trade, or fly to 
freign Countries for that Protection, which they ſee they can no 
knger hope for in their own. The particular Reſolutions 
mich my honourable Friend was ſo good as to move for, 
may have ſome Effect: They will adminiſter to our Fellow 
jets the Comfort at leaſt of hoping for Redreſs; and 
bey may perhaps convince Foreigners that this Nation is 
wt now in a Humour to wait another 10 Years, for that 
utice and Satisfaction, which we ought to have had 10 
lars ago; whereas, if we ſhould now come to no other 
leolution, but ſuch a general one as we have twice already 
une to without any Effect, our own People will deſpair of 
wer meeting with Redreſs; and I can ſee no Reaſon why 
xe ſhould expect it will now have a greater Effect upon 
tte Conduct of Spain, than it had 8 or 10 Years ago. 
We have been told, Sir, that ſuch particular Reſolu- 
tons as were at firſt propoſed, will put it out of the Power 
A is Majeſty's Miniſters, to adviſe him to accept of ge- 
eral Acknowledgments or Declarations in any future Treaty, 
nd may conſequently involve the Nation in a War at a 
ry unſeaſonable Juncture. What the preſent Conjuncture 
tzy be, I muſt confeſs I am quite ignorant of; but con- 
Kerirg our Situation, and the many Diſputes that muſt 
eceſarily happen, as well as the Jealouſy that muſt con- 
wully ſubſiſt, between the ſeveral Powers upon the Con- 
went, I muſt think, that, without ſome very imprudent 
rt of Conduct, we can never long want a proper Oppor- 
wity for vindicating and aſſerting our Rights and Privileges, 
gun any Nation that ſhall dare to invade them; and 
berſore, while we have the good Fortune to be under an Ad- 
Wniſtration, that knows ſo well how to take Advantage of 
de blunders of their nr and is ſo well inſtructed 
Ff 2 in 


de only Queſtion now before us; and to ſuch a Queſtion I hone 22 Ore. th 
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int is paſſed, and Security in Time to come. For this 
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I muſt think, we can never be in Danger of being involves 
in War at an unſeaſonable Junture. Indeed, if we wer 
under the Government or Adminiſtration of one {ole prime 
Miniſter, and that Miniſter quite ignorant of foreign Af 
fairs, or ſuch a one whoſe Integrity none could trufl, whot 
Faith no foreign State could rely on, whole Ignorance of a 
the Arts of Government, except one, had appeared frot 
every Step of his Conduct; I ſay, if we were fo unluck 
as to be under the Government of ſuch a prime Minis 
there might be ſome Reaſon for our avoiding to come to ar 
Reſolutions, that might tend towards involving the Natia 
in War; becauſe in ſuch a Caſe, we could expect no A 
ſiſtance from any of, our Allies, nor Succeſs from our on 
Conduct. But, Sir, if this were our Caſe, which it neithe 
is, nor can be as long as our Conſtitution ſubſiſts, wu. 
would then be the Duty of this Houſe ? Would it not be og 
Duty, to enquire into the State of the Nation, and deliy 
our Couutry from ſuch polluted Hands? Would not we en 
in Honour and Conſcience obliged, to exert that Powe 
which is placed in this Houſe by our Conſtitution ? Woul 
not we be obliged to call ſuch a Miniſter to an Account, : 
pull him from the Summit of his Power? For while 
continued in the Adminiſtration, we could never expel 
Confidence or Aſſiſtance from any of our foreign Neigh 
bours ; and conſequently, we could never expect a ſeaſonab 
Opportunity for doing ourſelves Juſtice, againſt thoſe th 
had invaded our Rights or Privileges, 

Whatever may be the preſent Conjuncture of Aﬀar1 
Europe, however unfortunate it may be with reſpect to th 
Nation, I muſt think, Sir, we can neither in Prudence 18 crc 
Honour continue to fit tamely under ſuch Inſults and |: 
Jurics as we have lately ſuffered, nor can we now tri 
to general Acknowledgments, Declarations, or Promule 
As we have already been convinced by Experience, that b tle 
general Reſolution of this Houſe can be effectual, for pap" * 
curing Satisſaction or Security to our Merchants; fo v 
have by Experience been convinced, that no general i"! 
knowledgment or Promiſe, in any Treaty between us 2p 
Spain, can be effectual for ſuch a Purpoſe. There 1s not bert 
Right or Privilege now conteſted between us and Spain, 
what has been acknowledged by general Words or Clault 
in almoſt every Treaty that has been concluded between i 
two Nations; and by the Treaty of Seville we were Pon” it 
miſed Satisfaction, in general Terms, for all the Injuries 
they had done us before that Time. How then can wee ' ke 
pect, that general Acknowledgments or Promiſes, in M 
tuture Treaty, can prove of any Effet? And can * 
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d neither Satisfaction nor Security? {> | 
be preſent Circumſtances of Europe may, for what I 
wy, be unfavourable : We may perhaps, be reduced to 
» Neceſſity of engaging in an unequal War; but the For- 
e of War, Sir, does not always attend that Side which 
wars to be the moſt powerful ; and I hope we have not 
negotiated the Affairs of Europe into ſuch a Syſtem, as 
u have produced a formidable Alliance againſt us, without 
one Ally to aſſiſt us; therefore, if we ſhould now be 
wed to enter inte a War, for the Preſervation of our 
rde and Plantations, the Event may diſappoint our Fears, 
o more than anſwer our ExpeRations : Whereas, if we 
tfor a more favourable Opportunity, till our Trade and 
Litztions be quite undone, I'm afraid, we muſt wait for 
bt which never will happen, While we remain in our 
ent unſettled Condition, while we continue ſubje& to ſuch 
hals and Depredations, our Trade muſt daily decay; and 
E more our Trade decays, the leſs will our Power be to 
n ourſelves, the leſs ready will any of our Neighbours be 
zfiſt us. It may then be out of the Power of the beſt and 
et Miniſters we can have, to break or prevent any Alli- 
ce, that may be formed or forming againſt us, or to defeat 
Deſign of it, by a counter Alliance ; but at preſent, if 
py powerful Alliance be formed againſt us, and we cannot 
m a {uficient counter Alliance, it muſt be owing to ſome 
t Weakneſs or Miſtake in our Conduct; and I hope we 
he been guilty of no late Miſtake, but what may be recti- 
kd by the Wiſdom and Power of Parliament, if a Reſolution 
ald be taken to enquire ſeriouſly and freely into the Affair, 
order to take proper Meaſures for rectifying our Miſtakes, 
| for puniſhing thoſe that had been the Cauſe of them. 
'The hononrable Gentleman wiſhes it were in our Power 
dove Laws to every Potentate in Europe, and to preſcribe 
dem how they ſhould behave to one another. I wiſh ſo, 
, 3 well as he; but if it were, it would be ridiculous in 
un make uſe of our Power, in Caſes where our own In- 
rel! could be no Way concerned; and in Cafes where our 
 [ntereſt is concerned, eſpecially where, common Juſtice 
(ried us, we ought to make as much Uſe of our Power 
6 we can, however inconſiderable it may be. There is a 
7 great Difference betwixt preſcribing to others, and al- 
hing others to preſcribe to us. I am afraid, Sir, we have 
Ee begun to allow a certain neighbouring Power to pre- 
Me to us, particularly with regard to Spain: I am afraid 
*5 to theſe Preſcriptions we muſt impute the peaceful Be- 


gur of the many expenſive Squadrons, we have lately 


« out; and I am convinced, if we continue long in the 
ſame 


"our or Prudence accept of that, from which we'can ex- Anno 3 On: u. ; 
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Anne IL Geo: u. ſame peaceable Diſpoſition, the ſame Power W 
. 0 able 83 to others, as well as to us. * 

* I ſhall confeſs, Sir, I am ſorry I muſt confeſs, tha 
Nation is not at preſent in a very good Condition for en, 
ing into an expenſive War. Our publick Debts remain 

_ unſatisfied ; our Taxes are, moſt of them, as high 2 
Time of War, and more numerous than ever we 
during the moſt heavy War; and what is worſt of all, a oil 
Part of them are mortgaged for paying the yearly Inte 
of our publick Debts; yet nevertheleſs, when Self-preſe 
tion comes to be at Stake, we may find a Fund ſufficient { 
ſupporting a new War; for I ſhould, and I mol 
my Countrymen would, I am ſure every Britiſh Subje& ou 
to chuſe to live upon Bread and Onions, rather than fe 
Houſe of Bourbon giving Laws to Europe. This is a N 
fortune, which every Nation in Europe is equally obliged 
guard againſt, and therefore in guarding againſt it, we d 
never be deſtitute of a powerful Aſſiſtance, if this Houſe 
but its Duty, which 1s, to take care, that our publick Cc 
cils may always be directed by Men of known Abilities 
unſuſpected Integrity. ä 

From what J have ſaid, Sir, I hope Gentlemen will 
that it would be both imprudent and puſillanimous in u, 
allow the Fear of a War to over-awe us, with reſpect tot 
Reſolutions we are to come to upon the preſent Occaſion ; 
J hope it will appear, that no Miniſter ought to adviſe 
Majeſty to agree to any future Treaty, that contains notki 
but ſuch general Acknowledgments and Promiſes, as have 
ready been found ineffectual; therefore, to tell us that 
ought not to come to ſuch Reſolutions, as may prevent a 
Miniſter's adviſing his Majeſty to agree to ſuch a Treat 
mult be the ſame as to tell us, that we ought not to come nn 
ſuch Reſolutions, as may prevent a Minifter's doing what 
ought not to do, which cannot ſurely be an Argument of 
Weight in the preſent, or any other Debate. | 

© Whatever other Gentlemen may think of Popularit 
whatever Regard they may have for the Opinion of the It 

ple, I muſt confeſs, Sir, that I ſhould be not only a te o 
but aſhamed of being an Object of publick Hatred or M. 
tempt ; and I ſhould be extremely doubtful about m0 
Opinion, if I found it contrary to the Opinion of mol 
my Countrymen. Upon any ſudden Emergency, the Peq 
may form a wrong Opinion, or they may upon ſome G 
fions be miſled by artful and deſigning Leaders; but wi 
the People have Time to conſider, and when they eng 
into any Affair, without Prejudice, the Opinion that pre 
among the Generality of them, has in moſt Caſes been 100 
to be right. As to its being a ſeaſonable Une 
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ing into a War, the People may not be ſufficiently able 
judge; but as to the Cauſes of a War, the People are al- 
able to judge, whether they are juſt and reaſonable or 
i: and for this Reaſon moſt Nations, when they declare 
1, endeavour to juſtify their Conduct by publick Mani- 
&'; As it is the general Opinion of this Nation, that we 
e now ſufficient Reaſons for declaring War againſt Spain, 
not Men think that we ought long fob to have reveng- 
in a hoſtile Manner, the Affronts that have been put 
an us, thoſe amongſt us who affirm the contrary, may, 
+ what [ know, have ſome Prudence, but I am ſure they 
wt overburthened with Modeſty. 

With reſpe& to the Event of a War, the Caſe, Sir, is, 
ted, very different ; for neither the People, nor the moſt 
a-ighted Miniſters, can pretend to form any certain Opi- 
n bout it; and as the People of all Countries have ge- 
mlly too good an Opinion of their own Courage and 
moth, as this is an Opinion which all wiſe Governments 
your to promote, therefore the People have for the moſt 
n oreater Expectation from the Event of a War, than they 
preafonably hope for; ſo that the Event of almoſt every 
u muſt be ſuch as will not fully anſwer the People's Ex- 
fation; yet when a War becomes neceſſary, when the 
cs of continuing in Peace muſt be as fatal as the moſt 


mt his own Safety, and ſo regardleſs of that of his Coun- 

j, 35 to adviſe continuing fack a deſtructive Peace, only 

x fear the People ſhould blame him, and enquire into his 

nd, in caſe the War he had adviſed, ſhould happen to 

e unſucceſsful ? 

dir, our late peaceable Conduct, our tame Submiſſion to 

my Inſults and Injuries, deſerves to be enquired into, 

may, for what I know, deſerve the Cenſure of Parlia- 

t; Iam ſure it has already met with the Cenſure of the 

de; but neither the honourable Gentleman that ſpoke 

, nor any other, I believe, can have the leaſt Reaſon to 
thend an Enquiry or Cenſure, for adviſing us to try the 
te of War, in caſe we ſhould find that we cannot by peace- 
ie Means obtain full Reparation for all paſt Injuries, and 
ual Security againſt any ſuch in Time to come; and as 
enience has taught us, that we can expect no Repara- 
A or Security from general Acknowledgments, or bare 
Mules, we ought, by our Reſolutions upon this Occaſion, 
| frevent, if poſſible, its being in the Power of our Mini- 
do allow themſelves to be amuſed with ſuch Acknow- 
vents or Promiſes, in any future Treaty. This, Sir, is 
dere neceſſary, becauſe from this very Debate, I think, 
are Reaſon to ſuſpect, that ſome of our — 
in 
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inclined to accept of any Thing, rather than run the Rick 


7 a War, What Reaſons they may have for being ſo mi 


afraid of entering into a War, I am no Judge of; bo 


- ho pe they are peculiar to themſelves, I hope they are 


ſuch as may affect the Nation, or ſuch as ought to induce 
to ſubmit to the moſt cruel and contemptuous Peace, n 
than have recourſe to an open and declared War. If 4 
are, I am ſure our late Negociations and Out is a Sul 
highly worthy of the Enquiry and Conſideration of Par 
ment. 

© In order, therefore, Sir, to put it out of the Power 
or at leaſt to make it uniafe for, any of our Miniſter 
adviſe his Majeſty to ratify ſuch a future Treaty, 
can neither procure Reparation for what is paſſed, nor 8 
rity in Time to come, we ought to agree to the Refoluti 
firſt propoſed; and if they could be made more partic 
and explicit, I ſhould be for any Amendment that w 
make them ſo; but as they now ſtand, the agreeing to ti 
is, I think, the leaſt we can do upon the preſent Occaſi 
From our agreeing to ſuch Reſolutions, our Fellow-Subj 
will be convinced that we are ſerious, and they will f 
thence begin to conceive Hopes, that their Rights and P 
leges will ſoon be vindicated and aſſerted, either by a y 
Tous War, or by an honourable Treaty: Even the Span 
will be convinced, that they can no longer pretend to an 
us with tedious Negociations, or general Promiſes: Whe 
if we curtail theſe Reſolutions in the Manner the honou 
Gentleman has, by his Amendment, propoſed ; our Fel 
Subjects will deſpair of ever meeting with Redreſs or Seq 
ty ; and the Spaniards will conceive Hopes, they may ( 
tinue to negotiate and treat with our Miniſter, and at 
ſame Time plunder our Merchants, for ten Years to com 
they have done for ten Years paſt. _ a 

I ſhall conclude, Sir, with obſerving, that the Rel 
tion, as it will ſtand by Means of the honourable Ge: 
man's Amendment, or rather the new Reſolution be 
propoſed, will, upon Examination, appear to be in the 
Terms with the Anſwer, which our Miniſters have {et 
the laſt Spaniſh Memorial; from whence it will of Ce 
be ſuppoſed, that the Reſolution of this Houſe was did 
by the fame Perſon that drew up that Anſwer ; and Ic 
think it conſiſtent with the Honour and Dignity of this He 
to give People without Doors any Shadow of Realon 
ſuſpecting, that the Reſolutions of this Houſe are dictate 
our Miniſters of State; for in all our Reſolutions, but « 
cially upon the preſent Occaſion, we ought to ſpeak out 
Senſe, the Senſe of thoſe we repreſent, the Senſe of the 
tion, and not the Senſe of Miniſters,” 
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The honourable Henry Pelham, Eſq; ſpoke next in Sub- 
Sir, 
« Geatlemen may give what Turn they pleaſe to the 
jon now before us; but, in my Opinion, it is plain that 
de true Queſtion is, Whether we ſhall come to one —— 
Reſolution ; or, if we ſhall come to a particular Reſolution 
pon every particular Right in Diſpute between us and Spain? 
If any Reparation or Security is to be procured in a peaceable 
Way, it is to be procured by Negociation only ; and no Ne- 
ation can be carried on but by thoſe employed by his Ma- 
jy ; If it is not to be procured in a peaceable Way, it muſt 
te fought for in a hoſtile Manner, which is not to be govern- 
dl or directed by the Reſolutions of this Houſe, but by his 
Maeſty only; therefore it is not the Reſolutions of this 
Houſe, that can be ſuppoſed effectual for procuring our Mer- 
chants either Reparation or Security, but the Meaſures which 
is Majeſty ſhall pleaſe to take for that Purpoſe. 

Thus, Sir, it appears, that there are but two Methods 
cobtaining Satisfaction from Spain, one by Way of Nego- 
cation, and the other by Force of Arms; and of theſe two, 
[ hope it will be granted, the firſt ought to be preferred. Now 
ithas been ſaid, and, I think, juſtly ſaid, that if we ſhould 
re to the Reſolutions firſt propoſed, we ſhall put it out of 
is Majeſty's Power to obtain Satisfaction for our Merchants 
ud Seamen, or Security for our Trade and Plantations, in a 
pzceable Way; whereas, if we agree to the Amendment 
propoſed, we ſhall leave it in his Majeſty's Power to obtain 
lat the Petitioners pray for, by Means of a Negociation, 
xithout laying him under any Obligation, or even a Temp- 
nion, to accept of any thing leſs than what is contained in 
tte particular Reſolutions propoſed. From whence I muſt 
exclude, that the proper Queſtion now before us is, Whether 
i ſhall by our Reſolutions make an immediate War una- 
widable, let the preſent Conjuncture be what it will; or, if 
je ſhall leave it in his Majeſty's Power to endeavour to ob- 
an Redreſs by Way of Negociation ; and I hope there is 
u Gentleman within thefe Walls ſo fond of fighting, as to 
e for involving the Nation in a dangerous and expenſive 
War, even though every Thing we could ask, ſhould be pre- 
wally offered in a peaceable Way. 

Whatever the honourable Gentleman who ſpoke laft, 
May be pleaſed to ſay upon the preſent Occaſion, with re- 
ſet to the Power of the Crown, or of the Power of this 
tiouſe, I hope, Sir, that neither he, nor any other Gentle- 
who has the Honour of fitting here, wiſhes we had any 
wre Power as Members of this Houſe, than what is veſted 

Vor. V. 6g in 
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ue Gre in voby the Conſtitution: And if 
WY reflect upon the Confuſion and Tyranny that enſued,wit 


| . procure full Satisfaction by my of Negociation, or that} 
ta 


prevent any Man's deſpairing ot ever meeting with 


only, upon the preſent Occaſion; whereas if we ſhould ent 
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in the laft Century,” from this Houſe's having aſſumed me 
Power than it ought to have, I am ſure they would not de 
fire to ſee the leaſt Step made towards a Re · aſſumption of d 
ſame Power. | 11304 

But ſuppoſing, Sir, that we ſhould ſucceed in re· aſſumit 
ſuch a Power, why in the Name of Goodneſs ſhould we mal 
a wanton Uſe of it, by fitting out Fleets and Armies beſo” 
we find that no other Arguments will prevail? I belie 
there are very few in the Nation that queſtian in the leaf 
but that his Majeſty has all the Inclination in the World 


will take proper Meaſures for obtaining it by Force of Arms 
ſo that we have no Occaſion for coming to any Reſolutiot 
and much leſs for putting the Nation to any Expence, 
order to revive the Hopes of thoſe that are drooping, or t 


and with Reſpect to Foreigners, it is certain nothi 
can in a more forcible Manner influence their Cour 
cils, than their perceiving that the Parliament puts 
entire Confidence in his Majeſty's Conduct, which they wi 
neceſſ.rily preſume from our coming to a general Reſoluti 


into a Diſcuſſion of our ſeveral Rights and Privileges, a 
come to a particular Reſolution upon each, it will be « 
Courſe ſuppoſed at all foreign Courts, eſpecially at that « 
Sp.in, that we doubt either of the Abilities or Inclinatior 
of thoſe that are employed by his Majeſty in the Admini 
tration of our publick Affairs. 
I ſhall with Pleaſure grant, Sir, that our being fituate 
in an Iſland, and in a Manner detached from the reſt of d 
World, furniſneth us with many conſiderable-Advantage 
and among the reſt, with» that of having it often in 0 
Power, to make an Advantage of the Diſputes and Jealoub 
that happen to ariſe among our Neighbours upon the Cont 
nent. This may often furniſh us with a proper Opportun 
for vindicating or aſſerting our Rights and Privileges ; but 
cannot at all Times, and juſt when we ſtand in need of 
The Affairs of Europe may take ſuch an unlucky Tum, 
to unite two potent Neighbours againſt us, at a Time wit 
the reſt are at Variance among themſelves, or ſo much 
gaged or entangled, that they cannot give us any Afliltanc 31. 
and therefore we may ſometimes be in Danger of being , - * 
volved in a War at an unſeaſonable Junfture. Whether II | 
preſent be ſuch a one, I ſhall not take upon me to ſay ; * 5 
if it is, I am ſure the wiſeſt Thing we can do is, to con 


- " 
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ar Negociations, or even to accept of a Treaty of Peace, 
gough it ſhould contain nothing but general Acknowledg 
ents and Confirmations, in hopes that a ſhort Time may 
ace ſuch an Alteration of Affairs in Europe, as will afford us 
Opportunity for inſiſting upon ſuch new Explanations and 
«ticular Conceſſions, as we may then think reaſonable ; 
kt it would be wrong in us to do any Thing taat might bring 
q immediate” War upon the Nation, without knowin 
ether the preſent Conjuncture be ſeaſonable or not; which 
1 Knowledge we can acquire no Way, but by a Declara- 
in from his Majeſty ; and ſurely no Gentleman that has a 
uud for his Country, would defire his Majeſty to declare, 
fore ſuch a publick and numerous Aſſembly, that we can- 
tat preſent propoſe to enter into a War with any Proſpect 
Advantage 3 becauſe, not only the Spaniards, but all 
boſe with whom we have now any Diſpute, would certainly 
the Advantage of ſuch a Declaration: They would from 
kence preſume, they might force us to agree to any Terms 
peace they pleaſed to preſcribe, or at leaſt they would 
ome much leſs tractable than they were before they heard 
{ſuch a Declaration. 
© [ſhall confeſs, Sir, that ſome Branches of our Trade, 
ud likewiſe ſome of our Plantations, have ſuffered a little 
the late Behaviour of Spain towards us; but their Suffer- 
n are not, I believe, near ſo conſiderable as ſome People 
em fond of repreſenting ; and had theſe Sufferings been 
ach more conſiderable, we ought not to expoſe the Whole 
the Fate of War at an unſeaſonable Juncture, for the Sake 
frreferving a Part; eſpecially when we conſider, that we can 
ully fail of getting an Opportunity in a ſhort Time, for 
kdezyouring to recover our Loſſes, with a probable View of 
reefs, I! the Spaniards were always to behave towards us 
they have done of late Years, and we were always to allow 
em to behave in the ſame Manner, the Whole of our Trade 
K Plantations might at laſt come to be in ſome Danger ; 
an it be ſuppoſed, Sir, that unleſs we immediately de- 
are War, the Spaniards will always continue to treat us as 
' have lately done? By no Means; for there were neither 
ty nor Honour at that Court, yet as ſoon as they become 
aidle, which they muſt ſoon; be, of their own Intereſt, they 
l certainly court our Friendſhip, inſtead of provoking 
Reſentment. | 
' But, ſuppoſe, Sir, the Spaniards ſhould go on in the ſame 
n for ſome Time longer, then can it be ſuppoſed that we 
W always bear ſuch Treatment, with the fame Patience 
 Good-nature ? Suppoſe we have as yet ſome Hopes of 
aning Satisfaction by peaceable Means, or ſuppoſe the 
at an unſeaſonable Juncture, for us to declare War a- 
| Gg2 gainſt 
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Anne — Us gainſt Spain: are we AF, thence to that 
1 _ entertain the ſame Hopes, or that the Ain 
Europe will always continue upon the preſent Footing ? 
Sir, it is impoſſible, but, from the claſhing Intergſts of & 
ſeveral Powers, ſome new Scene muſt in ſix or eight Moti) 
in the Affairs of Europe. It may chen be a prove 
for us to declare War; and if full Satisfaction is ; 
tl the hold of i, nad nake (hb Uk 
of it, make U 
of it, for glutting the Re "he pn 
ing the Honour of the Nation. | this Seaſon cating 
from the natural Courſe of Things, be ſuppoſed to be 
remote, neither our Trade, nor our Plantations, cari ſuf 
much in the mean Time; and therefore we may petal 
while, in Hopes of obtaining Satisfaction Yeaceal 
Means, or in Hopes that a more favourable 
will ſoon.offer for obtaining it by Force of ey >. 
the leaſt Ground for ſuppoſing that our Trade and F 
will thereby be utterly undone. | 
3 nets — 4 Sir, ar Man, to ſacrife 
my All, for ing the Honour and Independency of u 
Country ; but if the Nation be in ſuch a N 
dition as the honourable Gentleman has been pleaſed to rex 
ſent, ſurely we ought at leaſt to be cautious of doing an 
Thing that may tend to involve the Nation in a War. 
_ to avoid _— any Thing — — ſeem to — * : 
endency, unleſs it appear abſolutely neceſſary foronr it 
mediate Preſervation ; which I take by no Means 
be our Caſe at preſent. If it is either neceſſary or ex 
dient that our Rights ſhould be particularly afſetted | 
any future Negociation, his Majeſty will — 
ſo: But I am far from chinking, that it vil b 
ceſſary for his Majeſty to inſiſt upon ſuch particular Acknoi 
ledgments, Declarations, or Promiſes z for the Behaviour 
two independent Nations to one another, does not fo mu 
depend upon the general or particular Stipulations:that a 
between them, as upon the Neceſſity 9 barre on 


they have, for cultivatin 
Spaniards begin to think SG * 


— to _— a Friendſhip wich — ry 
n as they begin to think juſtly, they wi 

they will then perform any general Promiſes they. i 
make, or any general Engagements they may entet i! 
with us, more ſtrictly and faithfully than {they we 
perform the moſt expreſs and particular Stipalations # 
ſhould think otherwiſe. | ; 

© We haveat preſent, Sir,and muſt always have, Diſpute 

other Nationszs well as Spain ; and; without doubt; 0 


* If. ver do what I think eontrary to the Intereſt of my Count 


\ > 


municate to ſuch a numerous Aſſembly, the preſent State 


ſeeming Advantage, and yet the preſent Conjuncture may! 
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for the Sake of an immediate Eſteem; becauſe; I know 
can never be laſting ; and I ſhould follow/any popular” Op 
nion rather than that relating to what Provocationg may} 
ſafficient for declaring War. In every ſach Queſtion, 4 
People may be compared to a Number of ' Generals after 
bled in a Council of War, and deliberating, whether or! 
they ought to attack the Enemy. Many of them may, 2 
often do, give their Opinion for attacking, not becauſe th 
think it the moſt prudent, but leſt their Courage ſhould } 
ſuſpected, in caſe they ſhould give their Vote for the othe 
Side of the Queſtion. 54 
Though his Majeſty's Servants may be againſt this Houſe 
attempting any of. their Reſolutions, to tie up his Mie 
ty's Hands, ſo as to make an immediate War unavoidabl 
let the principal Conjuncture be never fo unfavourable, it 
not from thence to be inferred, Sir, nor, do I believe, th 
they are inclined to accept of any Thing rather than run t 
Risk of a War; nor do I believe, they have any Reaſot 
againſt a War, that are peculiar to themſelves.” Whaten 
Reaſons his Majeſty may have, for not reſolving upon 4 
immediate Declaration of War, whether they proceed fr 
the Hopes he may yet have of obtaining Redreſs in a peace 
ble Manner, or from his being ſenſible that the State of A 
fairs in Europe, will in aſhort Time afford a much mc 
favourable Opportunity for declaring War, they muſt be ſuc 
as affect the Nation in general; and, they may. beſuchasouy| 
to induce us to try, for a while longer, the Method of Negoci 
tions, or even to protract and continue our Negociation 
after we are convinced that that Method wall at laſt prov 
ineffectual, without being ſuch as ought to induce us to at 
cept of a cruel and contemptuous Peace, rather than have 
courſe to an open and declared War. The Space of half 
Vear only, may ſo change the Face of Affairs all over E. 
rope, as to enable us to enter then into a War with gre 


ſuch a one, that we cannot immediately enter into a . 
without apparent Ruin. Suppoſe, then, this to be the 

at preſent, would it not be highly imprudent in us to do th 
which muſt immediately involve the Nation in a War 
Would it be reaſonable in us, to deſire his Majeſty to © 


Affairs in Europe, or the Alterations which he expect 
might in half a Year's Time be brought about? Such ak 
1 his Majeſty could not ſurely comply with; becas 
uch a Communication would certainly render our preſe 
Condition worſe, and might probably prevent | thoſe 
— from whence only we — expect to mm 

tter. | 
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« From the Reaſons I have given, Sir, and, I hope, 
lleppear ſufficient Reaſons, — our not agreeing to ey 
tions firſt propoſed, I think it is evident, that the only 
lution we can come to upon the preſent Occaſion, muſt 
ach a one as my honourable Friend has by his Amend- 
ent propo By ſuch a Reſolution, we ſhall leave it 
wtirely to his Majeſty, to inſiſt upon particular Acknow- 
ments of all our Rights and Privil now conteſted by 
zin, or to accept of general Acknow gments, in caſe the 
went ſhould appear to be an unſeaſonable Conjuncture for our 
diring War againſt that Kingdom. By this, we may avoid 
War, at leaſt we ſhall avoid being engaged in an unequal 
ic; for, if we truſt to his Majeſty's Wiſdom, we may 
end on it he will not involve the Nation in War, unleſs 
bes that he has got a proper 1 for ſo doing. 
the ame Time, we ſhall, I think, by ſuch a Reſolution, 
cently aſſert the principal Right, now in Diſpute be- 
n Spain and us, and we ſhall ſufficiently ſhew our Re- 
ntment againſt the Uſage our Merchants and Seamen have 
xt with. This will convince the Court of Spain, thas his 
kify will meet with the Approbation and. Aſſiſtance of 
Parliament, in whatever Meaſures he may take for ob- 
ming Redreſs, which may probably make them alter their 


v underſtand any Thing of our Conſtitution, will ſee, that 
have, in this Houle, = as much as was poſſible for us 
, upon ſuch an Occaſion ; from whence, every Man, 
o has not ſomething very diſmal in his Conſtitution, will 
clude, that he has no Reaſon to deſpair of ſeeing Juſtice 
ke to himſelf and Fellow-Subje&s, and the Rights and 
mileges of his Country eſtabliſhed. 

'Fetore I have done, Sir, I muſt take Notice of the Objec- 
u made by the honourable Gentleman that ſpoke laſt. He 
the Reſolution, as it will ſtand by Means of my ho- 


em with his Majeſty's Anſwer to the laſt Spaniſh Memo- 
ul; and, that therefore, we ought not to agree to it, leſt 
ſhould be thought that the Reſolution of this Houſe was 
Kated by our Miniſters of State. I cannot ſay, Sir, that I 
we compared the two together, ſo as to judge whether they 
n the ſame Terms or not. But, ſuppoſe they are, is 
fe any Scandal in our agreeing with the Crown, or even 
our Miniſters of State, when that which they have 
te appears to be right? Sir, in my Opinion, this is ſo far 
mn being an Objection to the Reſolution my honourable 
ad has propoſed, that it is a ſtrong Argument for our 
peeing to it ; for, ſurely, it muſt adminiſter Comfort and 
uraement to our own People, to ſee his Majeſty 2 

is 


arable Friend's Amendment will appear to be in the ſame 
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un 


ud towards us; and, from ſuch a Reſolution, all thoſe 
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gree to what his Majeſty has or may pre 


to a 


towards an Accommodation; therefore, 1 if we have 4 i 
that our t Differences with Spain ſhould be ſettles 
an amicable Way, if we have a Mind to inellue then 
to 


hearken to Reaſon, or the Voice of Peace, we ought 
to the Amendment propoſed : Nay, unleſs we have a 
to encourage or encreaſe their Obſtinacy, by making d 
and all Europe believe there is a Diſunion and Diſtruk | 
tween his Majeſty and his Parliament,” we mult age tot 
Amendment propoſed.” 

The next that ſpoke was Sir William Windham, ul 


„ viz. 


Nn ſurprized to hear the preſent Debate 
much miſtaken, wi find it is, by the honourable Gentle 
who ſpoke laſt. Is there any Gentleman in this Houſe 
ſuppoſed, is there any Gentleman can fuppoſe, that the R 
ſolutions of this Houſe can be effectual in the Caſe now 
fore us, without the Concurrence of the Crown ? We n 
by our Reſolutions, which we offer only by Wir 
Advice to the Crown, determine indeed, what are the Ri 
of the Nation, we may determine what are the I 
have ſuffered ; we may go farther, we may determine or 
ther declare, what Methods we think ought | to be taken 
aſſerting thoſe Rights, for revenging thoſe Injuries but, 
leſs they are carried into Execution by the Crown, or 
— 7 ho the Crown, they cannot of themſelne 

to 

** the preſent 8 Sir, Complaint has been made 
us, that our Trade has been interrupted; that many of « 
Merchant-Shi oy — plundered, and many ſeized | 
confiſcated ; of our Seamen have we vie 
uſed ; and that Ce of our moſt valuable and mile 
ed Rights and Privileges have been invaded : The | 
pray, that we would procure them Relief, and that v we u 
provide a Remedy for theſe Evils. What can they mean 
ſuch a Prayer? Surely they do not mean, that this Hi 
ſhould declare War, or ſend Ambaſſadors to Spain to 
mand Satisfaction. Either they muſt mean, that, if f 
Grievances have been occafioned by the Fault or Neylett 

bay ny ns OY Subjects, we ſhould enquire into 2 wt 

thoſe that have been to blame; z or or they wat 
we ſhould enquire what Injuries they have 
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"nal Rights or Privileges have been invaded, thatwe n. —_ 
ud repreſent, to the Crown thoſe Injuries and Invaſions, — = *; 

| that we ſhould give ſuch Advice to his Majeſty, as, if fol- = 
ted, will be ual for procuring the Relief and Reme- _ 
they pray for. Upon ſuppoſing that his Majefty _ 

1] follow our Advice, it may be ſaid, that one Reſolution, * 
ane Set of Reſolutions, will be more effectual than ano- We 
and, therefore, the Queſtion now under our Conſidera- ; 

a b, which of the two Propoſitions made to us, contains | 9 
| fulleſt and trueſt Repreſentation of the national Rights _ 
U Privileges, that have been invaded, and of the Injuries, | __ 
iich our Trade and — have ſuffered. . 
en this Light, Sir, let us compare the two Propoſitions 
gether, and we ſhall ſoon ſee Shieh copht to, be preferred. 

je firſt contains a particular Enumeration of the ſeveral 
erances we labour under, mentions the Pretences that 
we been made uſe of for putting ſuch Grievances upon us, 
dparticularly aſſerts, as well as ſets forth, every Right or Pri- 

e that has been invaded. The ſecond contains only a general 
reſentation of the Injuries we have ſuffered, without men- 
ming any one Pretence that has been made uſe of, or pro- 

fly aſſerting, or ſo much as mentioning, any one Right or 
fnilege, that has been invaded. The firſt ſhews it to be 
rSntiments, that the ſeveral Rights and Privileges of this 
tion, which have been invaded, ought to be particularly 
ow ledged; that the ſeveral Pretences made uſe of for in- 
ung them, ought to be particularly explained, and ex- 

ly given up; and that an immediate and ſpecifick Satis- 
tion ought to be inſiſted on: The ſecond, if agreed to, 
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| but, | make it be lodked on as the Opinion of this Houſe, that 
n, or qneral Acknowledgment of our Rights, and a general 


miſe of Satisfaction, may be accepted of, ; 

Upon ſuch a Compariſon, Sir, can any Gentleman, after 
late Experience we have had, think, that ſuch a general 
Wowledgment of our Rights, will be effectual for ſecur- 
| our Trade in Time to come, or for redreſſing our injured 
tchants for what is paſt? Let any Man, Sir, read any of 
Treaties, from the Treaty 1667, to the Treaty of Se- 
e, and then think that general Acknowledgments or ge- 
Promiſes are ſufficient for our Purpoſe, His Majelty, 
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7 mean te, may, I hope he will, | inſiſt upon particular Acknow- 
his He vente of our ſeveral Rights, that have been lately con- 
in to & or invaded ; upon a ſufficient fpecifick Sum, by Way 
t, if Reparation to his injured dubjects; and upon an exemplary . 


Wment's being inflicted upon thoſe Spaniſh Governors or 
mrders, that have injured them: His Majeſty, I ſay, 
F inſiſt upon ſuch Terms, —— any Opinion 
Er give, or any r — 
LV, 
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nion of this Houſe, what cannot be the I Opinion of 
Man in the Kingdom. Io offer ſuch an Opinion by Wiy 
Advice, would be a Miſleading of the Crown, 'or-enabl 
Miniſters to do ſo ; therefore, in Duty to our Sovereign, 
uſtice to our much injured Country and Co |; 
onour, in Conſcience, with reſpect to ourſelves, we 
bound not to give any ſuch Advice, | 
Peace, Sir, is certainly preferable to War; and en 
good Man muſt wiſh, that his Majeſty may be able to 
cure Satisfaction and Security by Way of Negociation: ] 
War is preferable to an ignominious Peace ; every l 
who has a Regard for the Honour of his Country, er t 
Safety of his Fellow - Subjects, would chuſe to ſee the Nai 
involved in War, let the Event be what it will, 
than ſee it inſulted and abuſed, as it has been by $x 
for almoſt theſe twenty Years. By agreeing to the Rel 
tions firſt propoſed, we do not put it out of his Majeſ 
Power to obtain Satisfaction in a peaceable Way, ve d 
put it out of the Power of, or at leaſt make it hazardow f 
Miniſters, to adviſe his Majeſty to agree to an ignomini 
Treaty of Peace ; which any Treaty will be, that does 
procure ample Satisfaction to our injured Merchants and 
men, and future Security to our Commerce. For this Þ 
poſe, every Man muſt be ſenſible from what's paſſed, 
general Acknowledgments or bare Promiſes will not be ef 
tual: Nay, I am of Opinion, that even the moſt partic 
Acknowledgments and Explanations, will not of themle] 
prove effectual. We muſt inſiſt upon the puniſhing of th 
Spaniſh Governors or Captains of Guarda Coſta s, that 
injured us, and upon ſome ſignal Atonement's being made 
the Nation, for the many Affronts that have been put upon 
for I am afraid the Spaniards have, from our late Behavi 
conceived ſuch an Opinion of our Fondneſs for Peace, 
they will ſhew but little Regard to the moſt particular 
ſolemn Engagements they may make with us. Their Att 
ſome Years ſince upon Gibraltar, at a Time when our 
leſs Fleets appeared upon their Coaſts, without any hol 
Intention, I believe, againſt them, or any of their Al 
and their late Attack upon our Ships at the Iſland of I 
tugas, notwithſtanding its being a Time of profound I 
between the two Nations, and notwithſtanding one of 
moſt particular, and moſt explicit Conceſſions, that cou 
made by one Nation to another: Theſe two Attacks, II 
with the continual Attacks they make upon our 
the Bay of Campechy, give me ſome Reaſon for ſulpec 
that they do not now think themſelves under a Neceſſity 
ſtanding upon Ceremonies with regard to us, or f 
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ming the moſt particular and expreſs Stipalations they can 
ike with us. 

i | ſhall not pretend, Sir, to diſpute the good natural Diſ- 
don of his Catholick Majeſty, or his Inclinations to do 
face to this Nation; but I muſt fay, we have as yet felt 
of the Effects, either of the one or the other; and I 
A 2fraid, thoſe who have ſo good an Opinion of his Incli- 
tions, will at laſt find, they have truſted to them more 
un they ought to have done. However, let his Catholick 
kjelty's natural Diſpoſition be never fo juſt, let his Incli- 
ons towards us be never ſo favourable, if his Governors 
x Captains in the Weſt-Indies are allowed to imagine, that 
„ may plunder, or unjuſtly ſeize and confiſcate Britiſh 
tes, without any Fear of Puniſhment, if they find they 
we nothing to apprehend, but being ſimply obliged to re- 
we; they will every now and then be — tor Reſti- 
wen is ſeldom made complete, ſomething will always ſtick 
pte Fingers of the Tellers; and as ſuch Diſputes are, we 
xd, extremely tedious, Poſſeſſion in the mean Time will in 
; Caſe be worth ſomething. For this Reaſon we muſt, 
u Opinion, inſiſt upon condign Puniſhment, as well as 
mmplete Reſtitution, otherwiſe our future Security will al- 
de precarious ; and our infiſting upon ſuch Terms, or 
xr obliging our Miniſters to infiſt upon ſuch Terms, will 
t, hope, make an immediate War neceſſary. Unleſs 
have, by ſome very odd Blunder in Politicks, cooked up 
keh a Syſtem of Affairs abroad, as has united ſome of the 
df Powers of Europe with Spain, and has at the ſame 
ne detached from us, every Ally we formerly had, or at 
kf every Ally that can afford us any Aſſiſtance, I am ſure 
le Spaniards will agree to ſuch Terms, rather than come to 
K open Rupture ; ſo that our coming to ſuch Reſolutions as 
firſt propoſed, inſtead of making War neceſſary, will 
ke Peace, I mean a real and an honourable Peace, more 
ickly attainable ; becauſe if Spain has nothing but her own 
ength to depend on, and if our Miniſters have taken Care 
at we have ſuch Allies as we ought to have, and always 
uy have, our Reſolutions will make Spain think it neceſſary, 
wree immediately to what is juſt and reaſonable, in order to 
rent a Rupture ; for tho* that Court may believe, and may 
lags have found, that they can cajole and amuſe a Britiſh 
nilter, I hope they are not fo vain as to think, they can 

e or amuſe a Britiſh Parliament. 
' Altho* we have not the Power, Sir, to ſend out Fleets 
Armies, or to give Orders or Inſtructions to Fleets or 
dies; yet, as Members of this Houſe, we have, by our 
Mitution, a Power to enquire into the Conduct of thoſe, 
„ by their Employments, are to give his Majeſty their 
* Advice in ſuch Caſes; and, if upon Enquiry it ſhould 
Hh 2 appear, 
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appear, that they have not adviſed his Majefty to ſend dn 
proper Fleets or Armies, or have not adviſed him to gi 
them proper Inſtructions, for revenging the Affront th 
have been put upon thE Nation, we have a Power, and 
are in Duty bound, to remove ſuch Counſellors from . 
Majeſty's Councils. But, if it ſhould appear, that ſuc 
Counſellors adviſed pacifick Meaſures, when immediate ver 


the Aﬀionts offered were of ſuch a high Nature, that it ; 
diſhonourable for the Nation to?ſubmit to a Negociation, » 
would, in that Caſe, have a Power, and it. would be 0 
Duty, to puniſh ſuch weak or wicked Counſellors, In py 
lick Life, as well as private, there are ſome Aﬀronts t 
cannot, by the Cuſtom of Nations, admit of a peaceful 40 
commodation, or of any Negociation for that Purpoſe. If 
Gentleman ſhould be caned in the open Streets, and ſhoul 
inſtead of making a proper Return, ſend a Clergyman nex 
Morning to the Aggreſſor, to beg that the Affair might | 
made up in an amicable Way, the Aggreſſor might, perhap 
look upon his Patient as a good Chrittian, but J am ure 
would not look upon him as a Gentleman, or Man of Cc 
rage; and therefore he would probably offer no other Sat 
faction, but ſuch a one as no Man of Honour could accey 
of, or perhaps, and moſt probably too, he would bully a 
ſay, the Fellow deſerved what he had met with. A Mane 
true Honour, upon meeting with ſuch an Affront, von 
immediately take his own Satisfaction, and that too with th 
very firit Opportunity, 

In publick Life, and in national Affairs, the Caſe 
the ſame. There are ſome Affronts that may be put by ar 
Nation upon another,which ought to be immediately reſents 
ina hoſtile Manner. All Attacks or Inſults oughtao be reſente 
in ſuch a Manner, when it appears evident that it was do 
by publick Authority. When an Inſult is committed b 
the ubjects of any Nation, without an apparent Con 
miſſion, or other Authority from their Government, the 1 
jured Nation may ſend Ambaſſadors to demand SatisfaCtion 
and ought not to reſent the Injury in a hoſtile Manner, t 
the other Nation has made the Act its own, or has taken ti 
Guilt upon itſelf, by denying or unreaſonably delaying | 
puniſh or give up the Offenders. But when the Inſult « 
Attack appears, from the very Nature of it, to haye been con 
mitted by publick Authority, Satisfaction ought not tot 
ſued for by Ambaſſadors ; it ought to be immediately taken" 
Fleets and Armies, properly inſtructed for that Purpoi 
And ſuch, I am of Opinion, we ought to have reckone 
ſeveral Inſults put upon this Nation by Spain, within tig ve: 
laſt Dozen Years: Nay, I may ſay, that the Court of Spa 
ſcems to have been ingenious enough, to fall upon * 

| effeft; 
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dual Method for provoking a national Reſentment on our d u. H. +1 
ur, by mak ing every Injury, that has been done us by any CL ALY 
# their Subjects, the Act and Deed of the whole Nation; 
to they have acknowledged ſome of the Injuries done, 
ve ſuch, yet I do not hear that they have, in any one Caſe, 5 
ne a compleat Reſtitution of all Coſts and Damages, or : 2 
tat they have puniſhed, or given up any one of the Of- 
enders. From hence, Sir, I muſt think, that thoſe who - 
wht to adviſe his Majeſty, have been to blame, in not ad- 
filing him to reſent ſome of the Affronts that have been put 
gon us, by immediate Hoſtilities, or an immediate Decla- 
ation of War; I muſt think they have been to blame, in 
wt adviſing his Majeſty, in moſt of the other Caſes, io in- 
i more peremptorily upon a ſpeedy and compleat Reſtitu- 
wn, and upon a ſevere Puniſhment's being inflicted upon all 
boſe Spaniſh Governors or Commanders of Guarda Coſta's, 
tat had any Way injured the Subjects of this Kingdom 
ad, if I am right in my Opinion, we ought upon this Oc- . 
lon, to go farther than any Thing yet propoſed : We ought 
þ enquire into the Conduct of ſame of thoſe who are, by 
teir Poſts or Employments, obliged to give his Majeſty 
teir beſt Advice. This, I think, Sir, is our Duty; and 
# the Reſolutions firſt propoſed be agreed to, I hope, that 
lreement will be followed by a proper Motion for this 
Fupoſe ; which would, I believe, tend more to revive 
be drooping Spirits of our injured Fellow Subjects, than 
ay other Reſolution we can come to. 
For this Reaſon, Sir, were there no other, I hope the 
leiolutions firſt propoſed will be agreed to: For if they are 
xt agreed to, I am ſure no Gentleman can expect to ſuc- 
ed, and therefore no Gentleman will make any Motion 
ir ſuch an Enquiry, The preſent unlucky State of Affairs 
8 furope, or the Danger this Nation may be in, of being 
molved in a heavy War, can be no Argument againſt ſuch 
a Enquiry ; for it was uponAuch Occaſions that the Roman 
ſale, while they retained their Virtue, got their guilty 
faCtion Leirates puniſhed, and their own Liberties ſecured. In 
wer Hiſtories, we have many Examples of their infiſting 
Winately upon a Confirmation, or Enlargement of their ; 
hirileges, or upon an Enquiry into the Conduct of their Ma- 
nfult qMPirates, when the Enemy was almoſt at the Gates of their | 
uy. This Obſtinacy never did that brave People any Da- . 
nge; for as ſoon as they got their Liberties ſecured, or their . - 
fly Magiſtrates puniſhed, their Armies went out with A- 
ity, and returned with Victory. In this Country, I 
We upon the preſent Occaſion, the Caſe would be the 
we: Give the People but Satisfaction: Put our Fleets 
W our Armies under thoſe, in whoſe Wiſdom and 
| Conduct 
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hope for greater in Time of War, and therefore may nc 


could take for preventing a War, would be, to refolve in 


(% * Og 
Conduct they have a Con and I promiſe for 
they'll give a good Account of their Enemies. Where, 
if you go to War, while your People are diſcontented, ans 
conſequently diſpirited; if your Fleets and your Armies +: 
undet the Conduct of thoſe, who by their paſt 
have forfeited their Character, both among your Soldie 
and Sailors, you can expect no Succeſs, either from you 
Fleets or your Armies. Therefore, in caſe a War fhoal 
become unavoidable, I am afraid it will be neceſlary for u 
to enter into ſuch an 3 I have mentioned, in onde 
to give Satisfaction to our People, either by juſtifying o 
late Conduct, in caſe it — to 1. „ lent 
and wiſe; or by removing or puniſhing thoſe, that hy 
been the chief Adviſers of it, in caſe it ſhould appear t 
have been puſillanimous and imprudent. 
* But, Sir, I am of Opinion, that the beſt Method we 


mediately upon enquiring into our late Conduct; becauſe 
if the Enemies of this Nation have. got any Advantag 
from our Conduct in Time of Peace, they may reaſonab 


refuſe to give us a proper Satisfaction or Security, becaul 
they are deſirous of coming to a Rupture ; whereas, if x 
this Day reſolve upon an Enquiry, our Enemies will expel 
a Change in our Managers, and from thence a Change it 
our Conduct, which muſt diminiſh, if not deſtroy thei 
Hopes of getting any Thing by a War, and may con 
quently alter their Inclinations. * 1 

© To tell us, Sir, that the Court of Spain cannot, in 
peaceable Manner, be brought to agree to ſueh partic 
Acknowledgments, and ſpecifick Promiſes, as — have, b 
their own Conduct, made neceſſary for the Satisfaction a 
Security of this Nation, is to tell us, that they deſpiſe us. | 
this be the Caſe, we can expect no real Peace, notwithſtan 
ing any new Treaty we can make with them: We mult e 
Pet, that after the next Treaty, they will continue to tre 
us as they have done ſince the laſt, We can expect nochi 
but repeated Inſults and Depredations, till by a vigorow 
we convince them of their Error, and compel them to 3 
their Behaviour. But this, Sir, is not the Cafe ; they n 
perhaps deſpiſe our Negociators; but, I am perſnaded, 
do not, I think they cannot, deſpiſe the Nation. They n 
hope, that our Fleets and Armies will be bound up in Ti 
to come by pacifick Inſtructions, as they have been uſt 
ſome former Occaſions ; but they know too well the Alaent 
and Courage both of our Soldiers and Sailors, not to be a 
of their being ſent againſt them with proper Inſtructiot 
The beſt Thing therefore we can do upon the preſent U 


ſion, is to lay our Negociators under a Neceſſity of my 
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th them, upon aFooting different from what they have done; n. N. 
— Miniſters under a Neceſſity of furniſhing any Fleets or 3 | 
armies, they may hereafter put the Nation to the Expence . 
ending out, with ſuch Inſtruct ions as ſhall make them — 
Terror, inſtead of Laughter, wherever they come. For this 
Purpoſe, the Reſolutions firſt propoſed, are fo far from being 
wo particular or explicite, that, I think they ought to be made 
ore particular and more explicite. If we ſhould add to each 
of them in expreſs Terms, that it is the Opiniongf thisHouſe, 
War ought to be declared againſt Spain, unleſs ſuch a Right 
« Privilege ſhould be particularly acknowledged, or unleſs 
ch a Violation of the Law of Nations, or ſuch an Infult 
ould be attoned for, by puniſhing or giving up the Authors, 
do not think we would be in the leaſt to blame; and, with 
xgad to the Damage that has been done to our Merchants 
ud Seamen, if we ſhould appoint a ſelect Committee to 
a particular Account of it, and to ſtate the ſpecifick Sum 
bey thought it amounted to, and if we ſhould upon their 
Report come to a Reſolution, that ſuch a ſpecifick Sum 
wht to be demanded and peremptorily inſiſted on, for 
making good that Damage to the Sufferers, I am convinced 
ery few Perſons in this Nation would think we had gone a 
tuo far, nay; that we had done wiſely, by avoiding being 
te Dupes of Spain and the Scoff of all Europe. 
However, Sir, Iam confident, that as ſoon as thoſe Re- 
flutions are laid before his Majeſty, he will order and em- 
wer ſome proper Perſons to examine particularly into the 
feral Depredations that have been committed upon his Sub- 
xs, and to ſtate the ſpecifick Sum they amount to. I am 
Ikewiſe confident, that in any future Treaty his Majeſty 
nll inſiſt upon this ſpecifick Sum's being immediately paid, 
u upon every other Reparation for * the Honour 
Alis Kingdom. Theſe Things, I fay, Sir, 1 am confident 
s M:jeſty will infiſt on; at leaſt, our Reſolutions, in caſe 
e agree to thoſe that were firſt propoſed, will, in ſome 
alure, ſhew that they ought to be inſiſted on. 8 
I am ſurpriſed, Sir, to hear his Majeſty's Name men- | 
med in the Manner it has been in this Debate. His Ma- 
lys Wiſdom and Conduct is ſo well known, that if it were 
palible for him to ſee every Thing with his own Eyes, and 
execute every Act of Government or Power by himſelf, 

out the Interpoſition of Miniſters or Servants, there 
ud be no Occaſion for our entering into any Enquiry, or 
dung to any Reſolutions. We are not, Sir, ſo much as to 
ut of our Sovereign's Wiſdom or Conduct in any Affair 
ltfvever ; but, the Wiſdom and Conduct of his Miniſters 
dervants we may doubt of, we ought to doubt of it: It is 
at we ought often to enquire into; and, I muſt think 
de never was greater Occaſion for doubting of it, and en- 
| quring 


* - 
- 
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- U. quiring into it, than at preſent. For this Reaſony wi 
" * Tha ſaid, or may ſay upon the Subject now under q 
| , Conſideration, will, I hope, be ſuppoſed to be meant o 
of the Conduct of his Majeſty's Miniſters '; and that Condud 

I hope, I may freely examine into, and freely cenſure ui 
out giving any juſt Offence. I believe there is no Man 
383 the 5 queſtions but that his Majeſty would have lo 
dy. fince obtained full Satisfaction and Security, either in 

_—_ peaceable Way, or by Force of Arms, if he had not be 
ww miſinformed, and miſled by Advice, which now, I thi 
+89 appears to have been none of the moſt prudent ; and, if 

_— reigners have begun to preſume, which I am afraid they ha 
that our Miniſters are weak and umprudent, and upon tj 
Preſumption have begyn to treat this Nation in a haugh 
unjuſt, or contemptible Manner, their perceiving that « 

Parliament continues to put an entire Confidence in the & 
duct of ſuch Miniſters, will not, I am ſure, prevail » 
them to alter their Conduct, with regard to this Nation, 
We | Time to come. : 

1 I am of Opinion, Sir, that our Situation, as an If 
N | will always furniſh us with an Opportunity, if we have . p 
good Luck to be under a prudent and wiſe Adminif 
tion, for aſſerting our Rights, in caſe of Encroachr 
from any of our Neighbours; becauſe, while we hold 
Balance of Power in Europe, we ſhall always be provi 
with ſuch an Opportunity; and, we can never loſe hof 
the Balance of Power in Europe, but by a long Series of coli |: 
gious Blunders. However, ſuppoſing that our Situation 
| not aways furniſh us with ſuch an Opportunity, if, as Mi 

; Gentlemen ſay, it often does, I cannot comprehend how tom 

_ - has happened, that we could find no ſuch Opportunity 

_ theſe twenty Years paſt ; for, every one knows that it nne v 
than twenty Years ſince the Spaniards firſt began to inc N abr 
upon or invade ſome of our Rights or Privileges; and, it our: 
be granted, that ſince they firſt began, they have conti ak t. 
without any long Intermiſſion. I am therefore very ial 
cious, we have of late Years neglected ſeveral good Opy 157 
tunities for compelling them to ſettle all Diſputes with u n 
our own Liking; and, from thence, there is, I think, pg | 
Reaſon to fear, that thoſe who have negleQed paſt OH 
tunities, will not make a good Uſe of any future, unlels Wil; be 
lay them under a Sort of Neceſſity for ſo doing, by the Mer, 
lutions we come to upon this Occaſion. pin 
In deliberating what we ought to do upon the pn af; 

Occaſion, we are not, Sir, to conſider, whether the p 
Conjuncture be a proper one, for repairing our Wrong), 
DIE vindicating our Rights and Privileges. We are to core the : 
what Rights and Privileges of this Nation have been 1nvaittorit, 
by Spain, and what Injuries they have done us, in orde a 


ppear 
„ it will make him his Meaſures, and perhaps 
4 Councillors. If his Majeſty ſhould, upon Examination, 
ul, that the preſent is not a proper Seaſon for inſiſting up- 
ach Terms as we ought to have, he cannot, by the Re- 
Plutions N or by any Reſolutions of this Houfe, be 
liped to infiſt peremptorily upon ſuch Terms, nor can his 
litiſtets be expoſed to any Danger, for adviſing him to 
tept of more general Terms, though they may be neither 
honourable nor effectual. But it is ſtill to be underttood, 


I 
tave 


nini 

chme they had no Hund in rendering the Conjun@ure ſo un- 

hold able for their Country, . le — take — 
pro rage of any preceding Con) that was favourable. 
hold! "yu to his Majeſty, the only Effect our Reſolutions 
oe have, will be to give him a full and true Information, 
tion , hope, a wholſome Advice; and, with regard to 
a WW Miniſters, the only Effect out Reſolutions can have, will 
| how BW tomake it dangerous for them to adyiſe him to accept 
unity or ratify a diſhotioutable of ignominious Treaty, at a 


ne when the Circumſtances of dur Affairs both at home 
Ll abroad, afforded him an Opportunity for inſiſting upon 
toutable Terms; and for both theſe Purpoſes, I muſt 
tk the Reſolutions firſt propoſed will be much more effec- 
i than the Reſolution propoſed by the honourable Getitle» 
's Amendment. 
rich wlll ©! muſt grant, Sir, chat if a Motion were to be made 
| this Houf:. for an immediate Declaration of War, I 
| be again. agreeing to ſuch a Motion; becauſe, I 
Wy believe the Air of Europe are, at preſent, in a State 
very favourable for this Nation; bat I muſt ſay, I am 
nion, it is pay much owing to our own Conduct. 
m afraid it will be found, that for many Years our Neigh- 
Wn, the French, have had the Art to make ns fall out 
u Spain whenever they had a Mind; and after they had 
| the two Nations by the Ears together, they have had 
Nog, enough, to make us carry on the War in ſuch 
N. v. Ii a 


— 


„. 
-- 


A 


that the preſent is a very unſeaſonable Conjuncture, for, us 


have ſo good an Opinion even of this Parliament, that I © 


than I can pretend to; but if it is, I muſt from thence, ci 
we have not an Ally in Europe, we could trult to. for 
ſiſtance, in Caſe of a War; and therefore I muſt conclu 


declare War againſt Spain ; becauſe we cannot W. 
Aſſiſtance they might, in ſuch a Caſe, meet with, fr 
ſome of the other 3 of Europe, eſpecially from the 
who are naturally no great Friends to this Nation. Hi 
ever, Sir, our agreeing to the Reſolutions firſt propoled, « 
have no other Effect, than to ſhew his Majeſty what 
think ought to be done; and as our coming to ſuchReloluti 
will be an Argument for convincing our old and natural ! 
lies, that the Nation has at laſt got out of its Leading Strin 
as the Reſolutions of Parliament will have greater Weig 
and will be more confided in, than the ations 
any of his Majeſty's other Councils, our coming | to Ju 
Reſolutions, may probably reſtore our CharaQer-at tore 
Courts, and enable his Majeſty to bring about ſuch an 
teration in the Affairs of Europe, as will furniſh us wit 
good Opportunity for reſenting the Injuries we have ! 
with, and for vindicating and aſſerting every one of 
Rights or Privileges of the Nation, that has lately been 
vaded, or any way incroached on. 2.x 

I am extremely ſurprized, Sir, to hear. the leaſt Ini 
tion made, that we ought always to approve- of wi 
appears to be the Sentiments of his Majeſty's Miniſter, 
that we ought, upon all Occaſions, to ſpeak their Senſe 00 
To eſtabliſh this, as a Rule for our Conduct, would be k 
a Diſgrace, as, I hope, this Houſe will never incut. 


not imagine we will approve of this Maxim; becauſe, 


* oP 
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lament that eſtabliſhes or obſerves ſuch a Maxim, can” Moo ow, n 
of any Uſe, either to their King or their Country; there- CA AY 
[ hope, we will, by our Reſolutions of this Day, | 
vince the World, that we are no way under the Direc- 
mo nor Influence of our Miniſters of State. It is a Maxim, 
; that we ought not to ſpeak ill of the Dead; but, this 
brim relates to dead Men, not to dead Parliaments: Of 
diaments, we muſt ſay nothing amiſs, while they are 
e; but, after they are dead, we are allowed to tell the 
be ub, and to give our Sentiments of them freely. This 
ment will ſoon come to die, as others have done before 
Fu | can live but a very few Years longer; therefore, let 
| muſider what People will ſay of us when we are dead, 
ge ſhould give the leaſt Reaſon to ſuſpect, that we ap- 
| d of ſuch a Maxim. Some former Parliaments have 
nd, by their Behaviour, to approve of this Maxim: 
ſeemed to ſpeak, n all Occaſions, the Senſe of our 
iniſters, and their Senſe only; but, I am ſure, the Cha- 
ter now generally given to thoſe Parliaments, can be no 


* wurzgement for us to follow their Example: If we 
„ a Mind to produce, by our Reſolutions, any Change in 
n duet of Spain towards this Nation, we muſt not, 


jm this Occaſion, ſhew a thorough Approbation of the 
aſures or Sentiments of our Miniſters. For above-this 


ws en of Years paſt, it has appeared, that there was a 
Ula gh Underſtanding and Agreement between our Par- 
nt and our Miniſters: The Reſolutions of the former 


been nothing but echoing back the Reſolutions of the 
ter, and the Sentiments and Meaſures of the latter have 
en all, I ſhall net ſay implicitely, approved of by the 
to f ter; yet, during a Courſe of ſo many Years, it has not 
Tre ced the leaſt Variation in the Conduct of Spain, with 
25 ud to their Behaviour towards this Nation. On the con- 
*, I believe it has encouraged them to continue their In- 
ve nd Depredations. It is therefore now high Time for 
of (WP © alter our Method, in order to convince the Spaniard 
deen e vhatever Hopes they may have of being ſtill able to 
o ne our Miniſters, they can no longer hope for being 
Inn: eren with the Aſſtance of Britiſh Miniſters, to a- 
of wil 2 Britiſh Parliament. | 
ers, Having ſaid thus much, Sir, I ſhall obſerve, that, if we 
fe euer the laſt Spaniſh Memorial, and the Eftimates for the 
nee of the enſuing Year, we ſhall find, in my Opinion, 
nur. reüſtible Argument for coming to the moſt vigorous Reſo- 
ue upon the preſent Occafion. By the laſt Spaniſh Me- 
auſe, rl it appears, that the Court of Spain are as far from 
ang to grant us either rr or Security in a _ 
12 e 
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ne 1h Geo. able Way, 28 they were ſeven Yearwagy 3 ko 
| 2 Eſtimates fox the enſuing Year, it appears that we iy 
Deſign to ſeek for it in any other Way. It is an old Max; 
in Treaty-making, that the beſt Method of treating i 
treat Sword in Hand. We have been ati for the H 
or nine Years, without Sword in | the Even, by 
ſhewn the Miſtake we have been guilty af; for, by what I c 
ind, we are not naw ſo near our Purpoſe, as we weie whe 
we firſt began; becauſe our Complaints, and 


i 
i 


our Pemands, increaſe daily, and the mort they increa( 
the more difficult we ſhall find it to obtain full Sata 
It was therefore in my Opinion bigh * at th 


Beginning of this Se ſſion, to think of altering | 
reating: It was high Time for us to think of putting « 
ſelves in a Condition to treat Sword in Hand 3 and for i 
Reaſon, I was ſurpriſed to find, by the Eftimates for this & 

ſuing Year, that no more than 10,000 Seamen were ( 
manded for that Service. I expected that 20,000 Seamen 

leaſt would have been demanded ; nay, if 30,000 had bee 


demanded. rr we 
think even that Number may be ly employed, Bat = 


no greater Number has been demanded, than what 
uſual in Time of Peace, I am from thence conyinced, f 
our Miniſters have no Thoughts of altering their Method 
Treating; which I think it is our Duty to ablige them 
do; Nr the Amendne 
Propoſed by the honourable Gentleman. . That 
the Apendment will be diſagreed to, in order that the Qu 
tion may be put, and agreed to, upon the ſeveral Nel JU 


that were firſt : a 
Edward Wortley Montague, Eſq; ſpoke to the follogu 
WT; 1 


As I do not pretend to know the preſent Views of t 
Spaniſh Court, nor the Opinion they have af this Nation, 
ſhall not take upon me to determine which of the two Fn 
poſitions made to us,, will be — Z Z 
Remedy and Relief the Petitioners pray for. I am aftqid 
ther of them will prove effeftual : Nay, I doubt much, it 
Order or Reſolution for 20,000 Seamen far the Serviee oft 
enſuing Year, or eyen the fitting out a formidable Squaere 
with Fireſhips, Bomb-ketches, and all other tenfils.of N 
would procure ſuch a Satisfaction or Security from that 

tion, as we ought to infiſt on; ſor they hays of "lie 
us fit out ſo many expenfive and hoſtile -like Squadrons, W 
out any hoſtile Jntention, that, I believe, will not 20 
think we are in earneſt, till they not only ſee our 548 
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i but feel the RR of the Orders that have been given f n 
ich Squadrops. I believe 4 Britiſh Squadron ſent into r 
oe Medi editerranean, and another into che ell-Indies, with * 
&< Orders as that Britiſh ae. f 
Mediterranean in the Year 1718, would foon make 
tn feel the Effects of Britiſh Reſentment ; and, would 
pre more effectual than any Reſolution now propoſed, or 

j Reſolution we can come to, | v4 
"But, Sir, if this Nation ſhould be put to any ſuch Fxpence, 
jy the Obſtinacy of the Spaniſh Court, I hope. that Expence 
pl be added to the other Demands we have upon that Na- 
wn; for whatever Man or Nation refuſes to ſatisfy à juſt 
Jann, on de Pen pete Coſts and 
wich ther 15 rily put to, in 
jlat is due to him. Therefore I hope I ſhall Mes 
n Gentleman in this Houſe tend to to Peas tan 
ga this Nation as a.new Debt; nor will it, I hope, prevent 
wr paying off any Part of the old, 
122 Sir, that I believe the preſent Conjunc- 
we of 2 in 5 to be a very unfavourable one for 
tis Nation; and, I believe fo, becauſe I find the honourable 
Gendleman, who N the Amendment, ſo much afraid 
our doing any thing, chat may tend to involve the Nation 
t a War with Spain. Thoſe Fears muſt either proceed 1 
kn a Conſciouſneſs of the bad State of Affairs abroad, or, 
kn a Conſciouſneſs of the Weakneſs of this Nation, when 
ampared with the ſuperior Power of the Kingdom of Spain; 
kr, 1 am ſure, no Gentleman that knows him, can ſuppoſe 
fem to proceed from any natural Puſillanimity of his own. 

© Now, Sir, as neither he, nor any Man elſe, can ſuppoſe 

& Power of Spain any way ſuperior to the Power of this Na- 
bn;therefore, his ears muſt preceed from his being conſcious, 
lutthe preſent Conjuncture of Affairs in Europe is not a fa- 


ande ane for us; and, as I muſt ſuppoſe, from the Sta- 
uon, pheivin, that he is fully y appriſed how 2 ſtand a- 
wo Pn l; therefore, upon the Credit of his Judgment, I believe 
ing u are at prefent in a Situation very E icy for this Na- 
ad fi; but this is fo fax from being a Reaſon for our not com- 
n 0 vigorous Reſolutions, that I think it a Reaſon for 
ee of I coming to more vigorous Reſolutions, Reſolutions of 
ae dare domeſtick Nature, than any yet propoſed ; for the 
i of Europe can never be brought into a bad Situation 
hat rs, without ſome Miſmanagement of our own; and if 
late ne, by our own Miß t, brought into ſuch 
vs, wi ſikeuties, that we muſt ſuffer te maſt cruel ' Uſage, with- 
not nc bring to ſhew a proper Reſentment, I do not think it 
r Sg. de prudent in us, mm 


People, 


ans 9. Gee. People, I do net think it would be confiſteiit' with thi ny 
T2 


% : , 


we owe to our Sovereign, to truſt entirely; for our eben 
rarice, to thoſe who had, by their Blindneſs, Tpnoratd 
Wickedneſfs, led us into the Mireue. 
What Reaſons the Spaniards may have for treating w 
ſuch a Manner, or what Reaſons we way have buy 8 
ſuch Treatment, and for ſuffering it ſo long, T'do tot knoy 
but to me, Sir, the two Nations ſeem to have entire 
changed Conditions ſince the Year 1667. As T have} 
a particular Opportunity, for making myſelf” acquaint 
with the Tranſactions between Spain and us about tl 
Time, I muſt let you know, Sir, that at the Time of fe 
tling the Treaty, which was that Year concluded betye 
the t Nations, and for fome Time before, we treated th 
Spaniards in the ame Manner, in which, 1 believe, th 
now treat us. Our Ships in the American Seas, under ſon 
Pretence or other, plundered or made Prize of almoſt ey 
Spaniſh Ship they met with in thoſe Seas. The Spaniar 


. 
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juſtly complained of this Treatment, and, by their Mini . 
here, preſented ſeveral Memorials to our Court, upon * 
Subject. Our Court did not pretend to Juſtify ſuch Dep bee 
dations, but pretended” Ignorance, and that they would e 
der Satisfaction as ſoon as the Complaints could be enquire * 
into. In the mean Time, to keep the Spaniards eaſy, * 
to amuſe their Court, Orders were iſſued to our Govern * 
and to the Commanders of our Ships of War, in the W Will 
Indies, expreſly enjoining them to forbear all ſuch” Dep 
dations or Hoſtilities for the future. Theſe Orden _ 
ſhewn to the Spaniſh Miniſter here, and were ſent to oo: 
reſpective Governors, and Commanders of Ships in the We ne, 
Indies; but at the ſame Time private Letters were diſpatc Gli 
ed to thoſe Governors and Commanders, not to regard tl Th 
Orders ſent them, but to follow ſuch Orders, as they ſho Im 
from Time to Time receive from our Governor of Jamaica Th 
ſo that the Depredations were continued, notwithitandu 
the Orders of our Court to the contrary. I believe, if 8; 
Court of Spain now ſends any Orders to the Weſt ad i; 
they play the ſame Game upon us; but the Difference t, 
that our treating them in this Manner, continued but 4 wad « 
mort while, and they were in no Condition to telent Me 
Injury; whereas their treating of us in this Manner, Mr 


continued ten Times as long, notwithſtanding our being, f 
whole Time, in a Condition to revenge ourſelves.”  * 
This, Sir, is a Circumſtance which very much altem? 
Caſe; and, ſince we have ſo long made uſe of our pert 
five Power in vain, I think it i high Time for us to beg 
to think of making uſe of our compulſive Power, and 


(E857). 
proper Meaſures for that Purpoſe; for, let the preſent 
bande of Afar in Europe, be never fo poco, 
w certain, that, by Prudence and good Conde, ye may 
py ſoon bring. e ach; yn, Qiterating fo; aq Ny. .of 
Europe, as wall furniſh us with a favourable one Ag to 
he two Propoſitions now before, us, if you proceed: no-far- 
ter, I am calf? Sir, about which of them may be agreed 
b. but, as the Reſolution the honourable Gentleman has 
y his Amendment . propoſed, contains nothing more than 
bt was in the Reſolutions this Houſe has formerly come 
o won the fame Subject ; and, as neither of thoſe Reſolu- 
ions has had any Effect, I am fure the Reſolution he has 
can have none; and therefore, I cannot agree to it. 
ſhe, Sir, with regard to the Reſolutions firſt propoſed, as 
eo not know, but they may have ſame Effect, and eſpe- 
ally, as J hope they will be followed by ſome other Reſo- 
kions of a different Nature, I am therefore for agreeing to 
tem; and for this Reaſon, ſhall give my Negative to the 
inendment.” . end. Lo 
Sweral other Members ſpoke upon this 5 1 es 


beeches ; but the Queſtion upon the Amendment being put, 
tws carri 7 a (Mt 0 eee 228 

Merch 30, 1738. Mr. Alderman Perry reported the ſaid 
lrblution, as 4 paſſed 22. in the Committee, to the 
dae; upon which Sir John Barnard, Mr. Pulteney, Sir 


waned : We ſhall not, therefore, trouble the Reader with 
meating them. But the Queſtion for recommitting the Re- 
bution being put, the ſame was carried in the Negative. 
The ſame Day, upon a Motion of Mr. Alderman Perry 
im the ſaid Committee, it was reſolved, 3 
That an humble Addreſs be preſented to his Maje 
n his Catholick Majeſty, to obtain effectual Relief for 
* injured Subjects, and to convince the Court of Spain, 
kit, how defirous ſoever his Majeſty may be to preſerve a 
py Correſpondence and Amity betwixt the two Crowns 
(mach can only ſubſiſt by a ſtrict Obſervance of their mutu 
Treaties, and a juſt Regard' to the Rights and Privileges 
Konging to each other) his Majeſty can no longer ſu 
conſtant and repeated Inſults and Injuries to be carried 
® to the Diſhonour of his Crown, and to the Ruin of his 
ling Subjects; and to aſſure his Majeſty, that, in caſe his 


Sir John 
Film Windham, and ſeveral other Members were for re- 37 Will Wham 
tamitting it; and a Debate enſued, in which the ſame Reim an 
ments on both Sides, with very little Alteration, , were «mended. 


lol and Friendly Inſtances, ; for procuring Jultice, and — 


þring given the moſt material Arguments, we ſhall omit their 


Barnard, 


| ſty, Mr.AldermanPerry 
kmbly beſeeching his Majeſty, to uſe his Royal Endeavours monte: foran Addrets 


to his Majcity, 


Cv) | 


1 n. eee and e 3 

PV his People have an undoubted 7 0 

GI Nations, ſhall not be fie ws ns, | oy * 

Equity and Friendſhip of the Kih 1 

ee dee eh IT is 

Ader AL 1 ri 5 i 

in taking Mex 2s 1 and 15 * 

ne, e Tha f l Ales be pr 5 

oa ed, hat the Ad 5 R N 

Rath, jeſty by the whole Houſe. | * 

red, That the aforeſaid Rebiutl of the fda 4 

humbly laid before bis ty. at the faid Time ith the p 

faid ee 177 it . fe I 

his jy renee with Heir Reſolution ld Aha . 

the 75 of March laſt; to which hi Majeſty e uh 

give this moſt gracious Anſwer, vis. 1 * 

Gentlemen, * 

Mere a „ An fully fenGble of the, many and mee eb — 

Aare. 1 predations committed by the ; ind you ni... 
«c Aired, I will make uſe of the mo 


ſt and U uth 
„ tual Means, that are in my Power,. e J * 
« and Satisfaction to m as injured SubjeQts, Tm 
* Security of their Trade and Navigation, 1 call lute 

10 Doubt? but you wal ſupport me, Wich Cheatfulpels, in 

« ſuch Meaſures, as, in Purſuance of your Advice, I tr 
« be neceſſitated to rake, for the 8 of my Cro 
« and Kingdoms, and che Rights of my People“ 


Debate upon the The next Debate we ſhall give an Accor i | 
Reale Bun upon the Petition of the Manufacturers of Raw” Silk 25 
Makers. Mohait, and of Needle-work Buttons, which wi} 
to the Houſe, Match 3, and ſer forth, 
That Raw Silk and Mohair, employed In 580 
© ton- holes, being Commodities that are np" in 
* key, and other foreign Parts, in Exchange Wo0 
« and other Manufactures in the Kin d 
* for the greater Encouragement of t Ono Gan d | 
« {aid Commodities, had paſſed an Act, in the 7 
© his late Majeſty, intitled, As A for employing the 
* rufafturers, and encouragi the Conſumption | 
© Silk and Mabair, by biting the <wtaring ſt 
and Button-holes made of Cloth, Serge, a 
In Conſequence of which, and other Ads of the g 
dency, many Thouſands of Families wete preparing” 
Mohair, Yarn, and Thread employed in making df 
* tons and Button-holes with the Needle, But that in 


| Anno 1; 0h 


other Wag of 
Button- 


i the Houſe would give Leave that a Bill 
(explain the ſaid Act, and that the Petitioners 
{= fuch Manner as to the Houſe ſhall ſeem meet. 
Tho' this Debate was not of ſo public a Nature as thoſe 
je hve already given; yet, as it ſhewed the Senſe of the 
Hoſe upon a very important Point, we ſhall give the Rea- 
tr a — of the whole Arguments arid Proceed- 
upon this 
18 Petition being referred to the Conſideration of a Progreſs of the 
(mnittee, March 19, Mr. Cholmondley made the Report 
im the ſaid Committee, and Leave was given to bring in : 
L n to the Deſire of the Petition. The Bill was Bil brought in upon 
ly preſented, and read for the firſt Time on the ** *** 
wy arch, and ordered a ſecond Reading; but before 
tame to a ſecond Reading, ſeveral Petitions were preſent- Petition agaiaft its 
m the Manufacturers and Dealers in Woven 
mying to be heard by Counſel a the Bill; the Deſires 
Eyhich Petitioners were granted, and the Petitions ordered 
ble upon the Table until the Bill was read a ſecond Time ; 
nere alſo Petitions from the Manufacturers and Traders 
dhe Needle-work Buttons in the ſeveral Towns in England, 
mrſing their Apprehenſions that the Trade of the 


en would be affected, and the Exports of the Wool- 
iſ: u ind other ManufaQtures to Turky greatly 5 and 
een, Thouſands of themſelves reduced to great Indigence, if 
e {aid Bill did not paſs into a Law. 
Tue, The Bill was read a ſecond Time, and Counſel 
in z heard both for the Bill and againſt it, and ſeveral 


Fineſſe examined, the Bill was committed, and all who , 
we to the Committee were to have Votes. 
Gow 18. Mr. Cholmondley reported from the Committee, 

at they had found the , Allegations in the Bill true; upon 
10 the Bill, with the Amendments made in the Com- 
tee were ordered to be engroſſed. 
* The Bill was read a mird Time, and the V br — upon the 
1 put if it ſhould paſs, 

ox, Eſq; ſpoke as follows : 


on ſtand up to oppok this Bill from "OE Henry Fox, Bay 
* particular 9 be affected by its _ 
o ut 


Charles Cholmond- 
ley, Elq; 


= 
II 


. it paſſes into a Law, it may do hurt to both. I have he 


„ eee 
but from x Convittion that, inſtead of its 
vice to the Commerce or Manufactures of th 


1 


the Witneſſes both for and againſt the Bill examined 1 u. 
likewiſe preſent when the on both Sides ws he 
at the Bar of the Houſe ; and by what I could ga cher fro 
the Evidence of the one and the Pleadings of k 
n Nene 
Kere, uences that were intended by the ſeveral 
* favour of the Conſumptien of Raw Sl 
— #: from being effectual; and. that the Many 
which the Bill is intended to deft , ought e rn 
teft Encoura ment from the 
ir, till T hear het Reaſons in Support of this Bill u 
any I have yet heard, I muſt be againſt our paſhag i inp 


2 = anſwered by Mr. Cholmondley, as folloys: 
T, 

I have the Misfortune to differ ſo much from the he 
able Gentleman who ſpoke laſt, that I think, if ever u 
Bill of this Kind deſerved the Encouragement of the 2 7 
ture, the preſent does. I think it is generally 
one of the Characters of a beneficial Trade 10 when a N 
tion exports of its Manufactures and native Commodities f 
ſuch Goods as receive a further Manufacturing in that N 
2 Former Parliaments ſeem to have been {@ {eifibl 

t the Importation of Raw Silk and Mohair was wh 
greateſt Advantage to the Nation, by in ink 
of . org and po Manufactures, that Brac 

rade have met w ter Encouragement 
iſlature, than the wort tha of Buttons and Button-bol 
with the Needle. 80 far back as the 14th Year of Cha 
the Second, this Houſe thought a Petition from the Man 
faturers of wrought Buttons and Button-holes fo worthy the 
Conſideration, that an Act was paſſed, Prohibiting the lt 
1 of foreign Buttons and Needle - work, under d 
— 2 of fifty Pounds, and Forfeiture of the Goods ſo 
The Petition, Sir, that gave Riſe to that AR, 1 
— to to the Houſe, on the very Motive, that Keke 

cafion to the Il now before us; which was the 
great Numbers of the Inhibitants of this 
gained their Living, and had been able to relieve their it Y 
gent Neighbours, and ſet on work many poor | 
their Skill and Dexterity in this Manufacture; and who v 
in Danger to have been all ruined by the Practice, then 

2 of importing foreign Buttons and —— 4 
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inn the tenth Year of Ki 

E 
fruſt weari 

dy; Cloth, Camblet, and other 


(poor People employed in manu en the | 
le were thrown pon (heer 1 ET This in- 


d Cloth, . of which wearing Appa- 
x yas uſually made, were prohibited. But as this AQ : Ga 
xt extend to Button-holes, in the Eighth Year of Queen 
ine an AR paſſed, which took notice, that the Intention 
{he laſt Act had been of late, in a t Meaſure, ren- 
bed ine ffectual by an artificial and reſeen Practice of 
ung and binding Button-holes with Cloth, Serge, and 
ther Stuffs, to the utter Ruin of Number of amilies. 
Ttrefore, Button-holes as well as Buttons, made of, or 
od with ſuch Stuffs, were prohibited under the Penalty of 
, Pounds per Dozen on the Taylor, Seller, or Maker of 
ſuch Buttons or Button-holes ſo prohibited. But this 
4. Sir, proving no more effectual than the former Acts I 
mentioned, for anſwering the good Intentions of Parlia- 
wn, an Act was made in the fourth Year of his late Ma- 
x, by which all Clothes and wearing Garments made 
tb Buttons and Button- holes, prohibited by the former 
b, were liable to be forfeited and ſeized, where 
þ Cothes were made of Velyet. It might have been rea- 
uy hoped, Sir, after ſuch Precautions taken by Parlia- 
t, that the good Ends propoſed by the ſeveral Acts I 
bv: mentioned would have been no longer eluded ; but in 
E eyenth Year af his late Majeſty ſome further Regulations 
ads Head were found abſolutely neceſſary, Some Gen- 
wen who are preſent may remember, that at that Time 
any Method that could be thought of for that Purpoſe, 
d to extend the Penalty to the Wearer of ſuch prohibited 
tons and Button-holes, as well as to the Maker and Tay- 
This gave Occafion for paſſing the Act intitled, An 
por employing the Manufacturers, and encouraging the 
. — of Raw Silk and Mohair Varn, by prohibiting 
and Button-holes made of Cloth, Serge, or — 
And by this Act a Penalty was laid upon the Perſon 
were fach prohibited Buttons and Button-holes. This 
for fome Time, had a very good Effect, and the Ma- 
Kurers, from the Encouragement which the Parliament 
. the ac wntenth apes have made à great 
uy Improvements in their Trade, and brought it to ſuch a 
nection, that they are able not only to ſupply this Nation, 
export conſiderable 42 1 4x them to foreign —_ 
2 . | 


. : ( abs") 
Ants" -en. 80 that, Sir, another Gharafter of a good Tide it i 
CAA) by this Manalatturey A \ > andiin IL 
proving, in order for a Re- —_— 2 
imported. Therefore, Sir AQ 4 the Coun 
nance of the Legiſlature as much, if not more, than 
AR relating to our Manufactures, this Hor 
for ſome Years: Firſt, as it tends to take off large Quay 
ties of a ſtaple Commodity of this Nation f and, ſeοf ! 
as it adds to our Exports: Both which in a Nation that; 
fiſts by Commerce are of the greateſt Conſequence, 
But, Sir, beſides the Advantages I have news dun 252 
tioned, it is eaſy to make it appear that the Enec 
ven to this ManafaQure is a conſiderable Eaſe to the land Hou! 
Ererel. I could name, Sir, many Places of the! 
where the Poor, if not employed in this Manufatt far 
muſt be either thrown upon their reſpective Pariſhes & 1 
obliged, to beg their Bread. I dare ſay, Sir, that in 
ſeveral Towns and Cities from which Petitions — ot 
before this Houſe in favour of the Bill,” there are no 
than 140, ooo Inhabitants who are incapable to pet tl 
Bread in any other way than by applying to this Bf 
For, give me leave to obſerve, that in this Manaſactt 
there is one thing peculiar, which is, that there are few 
| firmities either of Age or Sickneſs, that diſable the 
facturers from apply in themſelves to ſome Branch of 
either in twiſting the Yarn, making the Molds, or 
the Buttons; beſides many other ſmaller Arts that are 
ſolutely neceſſary for carrying it on. This, Sir, may bet 
Reaſon why ſo great Numbers are employed in this Mat 
facture, and why ſome Traders have found their — — Ry n 
employing all their Stocks, which often are very c 
that Way. 
* Having thus laid before you, Sir, the Advantages a i 
to this Kingdom from the carrying on and improving le 
Manufacture, I ſhall beg leave to trouble the Houſe wi Needle 
few Words more, with regard to the Diſcbuem n 
which it muſt meet with, if this Act ſhould not py. Foolle 
late Practice of weavin Silk and Mohair. in Looms, for 
making of Buttons Button-holes, is but in a very 
Hands, when compared with the Numbers who a * di 
Bread by the Needle work Manufacture, and, if « Alon 
may, in a ſhort Time, quite fruſtrate the — of : 
former Acts relating to this Affair. Thoſe Buttons ks cor 
are covered with Slips wrought in the Loom, not being Butt, 
tinguiſhable from thoſe covered with Shreds of e . 
other Stuffs, cannot fail of encouraging that Practice, 
as the Act of the 7th Year of his late 2 is fl 


Force, may put the Subjects to very great It 
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lnſtance, if a Gentleman ould exper 2 roguiſh T 
arm him a Sute - of Claaths, and the Ta gps pet 
une him Buttons either made with the Needle, or woven in 


I or other Stuffs: In "ſuch 4 Caſe, the Gentleman, Sir, 


vireak this Act of Parliament; fo that, Sir, this Practice 
weaving Buttons is not only ſubje& to the Inconvenience 
Jheak of, but gives a Handle to intolerable Impoſitions and 
Inuds that may be praftiſed by Tradeſmen. We had a 
murkable Inſtance, Sir, how eafily this Fraud may be 
wiiſed, in the Evidence given in at the Bar of this 
uſe, by ſome of the principal Witneſſes - ht to ſup- 


\Prcel of Buttons was laid before them, ſome woven in 
i Loom, others made of Shreds of Camblet and other 
ich Stuffs, tho" it was pretended that the one might be eaſily 
Winguiſhed from the other, yet none of the Evidences 
auld poſſibly ſay which was the one or which was the other, 
they had looked to that Part of the Button that is 
ted to the Coat; and not even then without great Difficul- 
q; for of them were obliged to go to the Light, in 
ger to view them more narrowly, and after all ſome; of 
tem were miſtaken, and others could not poſitively diſ- 
mph them. If it was ſo hard, Sir, for theſe Evidences, 
wo are themſelves Manufacturers and Dealers in woven 
Mons, how hard muſt it be to me, or another Man who 
bows nothing of the Matter! But, Sir, beſides this Incon- 
mience to particular Perſons, ſuch a Practice muſt ſoon 
q much affect the Trade of the Nation. The Practice 
mking Buttons of Shreds of Stuff will in a ſhort Time 


wle, and do great Prejudice both to the Exportation of 
Fllen Manufactures, and to the numerous Dealers in 
ſeedle-work Buttons at Home: By diminiſhing the Demand 
i raw Silk and Mohair, we diminiſh the Exports of our 
Jollen Goods; and by encourageing woven Buttons, we 
Winger the Sale of the Commodities in foreign Markets; 
ki thereby we may diminiſh another Branch of our Exports. 
Fir, Sir, let us ſuppoſe that a foreign Dealer gives Com- 
* we. Factor here for a Parcel — _ 
tor, either through Ignorance or Deſign, im But- 
;covered with Shyeds of Camblet or other Stuff, inſtead 
buttons woven in the Loom. Is it not plain, Sir, that 
da Practice muſt ſoon prove the Ruin of this Branch of 
lade, and intirely fink the Credit of thoſe who deal in it in 
in Markets? But this, Sir, is not the only bad Con- 
Pence that will attend our not paſſing * 

6 W. 


Loom, ſkall give him thoſe.covered with Shreds of. Cam- 


me common amongſt our lower and midling Sort of 


% 


* 


n 


— 


de to a_Penalty, tho' quite innocent of any Intention 


rt the Arguments of the Counſel againſt the When 
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tions of former Parliaments in favour of this Manufactut 
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Law. Tt will be evident to 


H Troubleof reading former 
SON hat in, pailing them, the Legiſlature had an Eye not only 
the ment of the n of Raw, 
Motiir, and the Exportation of our Staple C 9 
but likewiſe to the Employment and Subfiſtence of ; 
thouſands of Men, Women 2 Chl, WhO mud þ 
been very burdenſome to the Publick, had it not been 6 
the Needle work Manufacture. And 2 
Sir, that if the common Maxim is true, that, that Manus 
ftable for a Nation which employs def 
Hands; the Manufacture of N | 
— — the Attention ond Encoungomen 8 
Hament perhaps better than any other in the ! 
For in the Preamble of the Act of the 16th: of } 
William, no lefs than five different kinds of Waben, 
mentioned to be employed in ing the Materials 
making the Buttons. Therefore, Sir, I think by all t 
Rules of good Policy, we are obliged to ſecond: the lite 


a Gran wh eier 
A hat have pal er. 


ee 


by paſſing the Bill now before us. It has already employ 
great Part of our Time this Seſhon, and every Step mate 
it has been taken upon the moſt mature 
after weighing all the Conſequences that can attend i 
every Kind. By paſſing this Act, we do no more th 
— — 4, have done, had the 1 l 
complained of been foreſeen at the Time of pez 
ſeveral AQts, I have mentioned; and in not paſſing-it, | 
afraid all their Intentions, in favour of this Manulattu 
may be rendered ineffectual. þ 
He was anſwered to the W by E 
Archer, Eiq; 5 


: I ſhall y agrev with the besen 
who ſpoke laſt, that the ManufaCture now unde ew 
fideration is of very great Conſequence to the Trade of t 
Kingdom, and that it has from Time to Time met with gr 
Encouragement from the Legiſlature. Therefore, Sir, 1 
wes, 9am ˖̈ee —— ſed by former Pali 

ineſfectual, — that our pig 
preſent Bill could render them more eſſectual, I 
far from oppoſing it. But, on the other Fand, as 1 
perſuaded that it can no way anſwer that-Purpoſe, 4 
reds — re Wee l. d a manifeſt Injuſtie 
many o Majeſty's in — 
I ſhall beg Leave to give my Reaſons w y I think a 
obliged to oppoſe it. 


* 
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and Mohair into Buttons and 

« has met with, was privieipally, as the honourable Gen- 
An who ſpoke laft ſeemeg to allow, te increaſe the Ex- 
ation of our Woollen Manafa@ures: Therefore, Sir, I 
pk it undeniably follows, that if the ing of 
tons by weaving them in the Loom, conſumes as much 
ww Silk and Mohair as working them Needleways, it ef- 
ully anfwers the chief End propoſed: by farmer Acts of 
ament that relate to this Manufacture. But by the 
mer in which the honourable Gentleman reaſons on this 
bd, one ſhould be apt to think that theſe Acts reſtrained 
Manufacture to be carried on by the Needle alone, and 
{x Prohibition upon all other Methods of improving it. 
this, Sir, is a Conſequence that can never be admitted 
uy one who either looks into theſe particular Acts, or 
lertands the Nature of our Laws A If theſe 
b Needle and Needle · work occur in Acts, it can 
kr no other Reaſon but becauſe no other Words were 
{wn at that Time to expreſs the Manner of manufactur- 
of Raw Silk and Mokair into Buttons. Had the Prac- 
eel weaving them in the Loom been at that Time known, 
tick we have not the leaſt Reaſon to doubt that the ſame 
þ would have regarded that Manner of exercifing this 
u * well as the other by the Needle, So that, Sir, I 
bly conceive, if it can be proved, Firſt, That not a leſs, 
nther a greater Quantity of Raw Silk and Mohair is 
med by the Loom Manufacturers, than by the Needle- 
rs: Secondly, That there is no Weight in the ho- 
nble Gentleman's Argument drawn from the great 
bers of Hands employed in the Needle-work Manufac- 
And laſtly, That the Dealers in the Loom Manu- 
are have in Proportion exported greater Quantities of 
Goods than the Needle-workers have done; I fay, Sir, 
ite three Points can be made appear, as I ſhall under - 
zu do, than the Arguments advanced in favour of this 
Ivaſt fall to the Ground. 

'The Gentlemen who were preſent when the Witneſſes 
at the Bill were examined at the Bar of this Houſe, may 
uber, that it N by ſome of them who had weigh- 
de Materials employed in covering a Dozen of le- 
buttons with the ſame Quantity of woven Buttons, 
le latter exceeded the former in Weight; and that, 
rte woven Buttons were made, the Manufacturers were 
to cut off ſome Part of the Liſt from each Button, 
it was ſewed to the Coat, which Waſte till increaſes 
lalumption of the Materials. Nor W 


2 e Encoaragemertt, which che Mana- . 


* 
1 
£ 4 


Anne , Gee, IL for the Bill, Sir, 
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Sir, I never heard that, when the Invention of v 
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Conſumption of the in = one 
on think Her rhe x ta Ge 
on this Man anſwers 
tention of the Acts in its Fayour. ' 5 
able Gentleman's other Arguments, drawni from the Nu 
ber of Hands employed in the Needle-work Mauna 
which was the ſ e oe Argument 8; it's 
-my humble Opinion, a 7 
this Bill ; Kar as 9. an as 
by a much fewer Number of Hands, w it 
to our 'Trade in general, thoſe who e in t 
Needle work Way, are ſo many Hands taken from oi 
Arts and other Manufactures, in which they might be e 
ployed to much better Purpoſe, I believe, Sir, it is 1 
unknown to ſome Gentlemen in this Houſe, that many 
our Manufactures, very beneficial to the Nation, labour « 
der great Diſadvantages from the Dearneſs of M x 
fioned by the Scarcity — Hands employed in 13 | 
that Inconveniency would be ſoon remoyed, if the u 
People employed in this and other ManufaCtures wer tr urt 
over to the Manufactures that abſolutely require ti 
Thus the honourable Gentleman's Obje&tions 
from his Tenderneſs for theſe poor People, * 
of this Way of earni del Bread, vill be rug to 
Advantage both of the Kingdom, and E 
But to convince Gentlemen how unreaſonab 
gument is, I ſhall beg leave to apply it 0 other Cale, 
a Manufacture or an Art has received farther Improven 
- carrying it on with fewer Hands. There was, a Th 
Sir, when all the Learning of this Kingdom, and the rel 
Europe, was contained in Manuſcripts, the writing of wi 
employed great Numbers of Hands, and took” up à ml 
of Time in re- copying. But, Sir, how . ridiculous woul 
have been, if on the Diſcovery of the Art of Printing 
Tranſcribers and Os of thoſe Manuſcripts had jc 
in a Petition to the Legiſlature, that it would be plealed 
hibit the Art of Printing, for the ſame Reaſon which 
nourable Gentleman now uſes, becauſe great Nan 
would thereby be deprived of Bread! But admitting, 
this Inſtance ſhould be thoughe a little foreign to the pr 
Purpoſe, I ſhall beg leave to mention another, w 
think, exactly anſwers the Caſe of the Petitioners for 
Bill: The ManofoGuring of Wooll, Silk, and Thread 
Stockings, when that Manufacture was carried on by} 


ve Bread to, I believe, as Numbers of Pe: 
— ManufaQure of 1 now 2 


7 
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fockings in the Loom was introduced, great Numbers of 
ke Subjects were reduced to Want, and in Danger of ſtary- 
hy; or that any Application was made to Parliament in 
Improvement of Arts and Manufactubes have been en- 
muraged ; | ſometimes Rewards, and ſometimes excluſive 
Jights to exerciſe them, have been aſſigned to the Inventors, 
wo are always looked upon as Benefactors to their Country. 


PERS IES 
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& Nation, gave a Sanction to a late Invention for improving 
ke Branch of the Manufacture of Raw Silk, but this very 
Hoſe rewarded the ingenious Inventor with a Preſent of 
4000 Pounds. This excellent Invention enabled us to 
ary on the Manufacture with fewer Hands than it required 
ire, and was therefore jſtuſtly looked upon as a publick 
krantage. Now, Sir, 1 ſhould be glad to know, if Gen- 
knen would not have thought it a very ridiculous Step in 
e former Manufacturers, if they had preſented a Petition 
pthis Houſe, ſetting forth, That if the Uſe of the En- 
me invented by Sir Thomas Lombe, was not prohibited by 
&e Parliament, many Thouſands of the Petitioners would be 
n Danger of wanting Bread.“ I believe no Gentleman can 
Whey me wherein a Petition of this Kind is different from the 

ton that gave Riſe to the Bill now under our Conſidera- 
im Nor can I imagine that any Argument can be ad- 
ted in favour of this Bill, that not equally ſerve a- 
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has 
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re. The Longitude, Sir, is a Diſcovery that would 
Inſequently be a great Improvement of Navigation, by ren- 
ring it more fate, and Voyages performed in a ſhorter 
Ime, and ſo make leſs Employ for Mariners. Were an 
urnious Man to diſcover the Longitude, would not our 
Wors have as good Reaſon to petition this Houſe againſt that 
wrovement of their Art, as the Needleworkers have to 
ton us againſt the Improvement of theirs? and would 
7 not have the ſame Right to Redteſs ? Having therefore, 
lope, ſhewn that this Argument, drawn from the greater 
nber of Hands employed in the one Manufacture than are 
kployed in the other, is unreaſonable in itſelf, and attended 
he groſſeſt Abſurdities, I ſhall now proceed to conſider 
ut Effect this Improvement can have upon our Exports. 

believe, Sir, it cannot be diſputed that the cheaper 
Uanufafture is carried on by a Nation, the greater Quan- 
ts of that Manufacture will that Nation be able to ex- 
This Truth, I am afraid, appears but too plain in 
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gibours, the French, being able to furniſh the ſame 
umodities at a cheaper Rate, underſel us at moſt of the 
Vor. V. LI Markets 
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preſent State of the Britiſh Manufactures; in which our 
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Not only his Majeſty, and the general Approbation of 


uſt the Improvement, nay the Invention of any Manu- 
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„Market in . - Therefore, I think; 


- afford their Commodities much cheaper than the Need 
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niable that every Improvement, which, by | 
Number of Hands required in a | 3 | 
Price of the Commodity, ought to meet with Encour 
ment from this Houſe. That the Method of weaving Halt 
is more expeditious than that of Needle-working, hasI thi 
in effe& been owned by the honourable Gentleman, and 
Counſel who have ſpoke for the Bill. Now, Sir, the m 
expeditious the Method, the greater is the ReduCtion of i 
employed : Becauſe, if a Man who now deals to the Value 
fix thouſand Pounds a Year in Buttons, is-obliged'to empl 
eight Hands every Day; if four Hands, Sir, can do the {a 
Work that theſe eight Hands can do; and in as 
a Time, he can diſcharge four of his Hands, and then 
ſave half his Expences; ccnſequently he will be able 
ſerve a foreign Market at a cheaper Rate than he could | 
fore have done. The Effect of the Reduction 
Hands employed in this Manufacture from the 
amination of the Witneſſes againſt the Bill: For it has he 
roved, Sir, that, notwithſtanding the Obſtructiom d 
ve met with from the Petitioners for the Bill, the Lo 
Manufacturers have exported larger Quantities in proport 
to the Number of Dealers, than the Needle-worker ly 
ever yet done; and there is, Sir, an obvious, Real 
for it, which is, that the Loom Manufacturers not only 


workers can, but their Commodities are much better in d 
Kind, much neater, and more laſting, as has been 

proved at the Bar of this Houſe. There is, I think, « 
one Objection more, which I ſhall beg leave to anſwer: 

Petitioners for the Bill alledged, that in the Loom My 
facture many Materials are uſed which are not Mohair, 
that therefore the Loom-workers in ſome Meaſure elude 
Intent of the Acts of Parliament, made for encouraging 
Conſumption of that Commodity, This All might. 
had ſome Weight; but unfortunately for the Petition 
is not grounded on Fact. For the Loom-Manufacuure « 
not elude the Intention of theſe Acts of Parli * 
though the Manufacturers indeed, make uſe of ſome 
rials beſides Mohair and Raw Silk, yet when the | 
hair and Raw Silk of an equal Number of Buttons are we 
ed, the Materials employed in the Loom exceed thole of 
Needle - workers; and the other Materials employed in 6 
Buton, are not ſo heavy as the Waſte of the Raw Silk 
Mohair which the Loom Manufacturers are obliged to mi 
But, Sir, beſides this Anſwer drawn from a plain Fab, 
appeared at the Bar of your Houſe ; give me leave 1 


PL 
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n that the Materials, beſides thoſe of Raw Silk and Mo- 
ir, made uſe of by the Loom Manufacturers, are the Pro- 
zof this Kingdom; it appears that their ufing them does 
liminiſh the Conſumption of the other Commodities; 
| therefore it undeniably follows, that the Loom Manu- 
ire is deft calculated for anſwering the Intentions of the 
3 : | 
Having thus, Sir, I think, obviated the principal Ar- 


7 


5 


=> 


there ents in favour of the Bill, I Mall now leave to put 
able emen in Mind, that, by paſling it, we ſhall do a Thing 
Aa 1 am ſure every Gentleman in this Houſe would wil- 
bon dy avoid. We make an Encroachment, Sir, upon the 
the nate Property of our Fellow Subjects. We deprive them 
as OT be natural Right which every Man, in a Land of Liber- 
* : nght to enjoy, of gaining Bread in an honeſt and lawful- 


ty. Nay more, Sir, we give a total Diſcouragement to 
future Improvement of Arts and ManufaQures. How 
Il it ound, to After- Times, that in a Reign remarkable for 
Encouragement of all the Arts, eſpecially thoſe of Com- 
wee, 2 Britiſh Parliament, by one Act, prevented all fu- 
Improvement of any of theſe Arts: Let us not, Sir, 
upon us the Imputation of ſo much Barbariſm, let us 
give our Neighbours ſo juſt a Handle of Reproach; but 
u remember, that not only the preſent but future Ages 
concerned in every Step of this Nature we ſhall S. 
our Anceſtors, \Sir, diſcouraged the Improvers of Arts 
Manufactures, they could have had no Title to the Gra- 
& of their Poſterity. And, Sir, give me leave to add, 
t in England the Advancement of the liberal, is but 
Conſequence of the Encouragement given by the Le- 
ature to the Improvement of the commercial Arts. In 
Ages and Countries they have gone Hand in Hand, they 
riſen and fallen with one another, and - whatever has 

Red the latter, has always proved fatal to the former. 
refore, Sir, I am again our paſſing this Bill.” | 
de Queſtion being put, the Bill was rejected. Veas 85, 
$111, | f 
il 13. Several Perſons were examined at the Bar of 
Houſe upon the counterfeiting the Hands of ſome of the 
ders in Franks; and they owning the Offence, ſome of 
were committed to the Cuſtody of the Serjeant at Arms, 
others of them to Newgate. | 3 
nen LI 2 1 Aſtei 


nd. this Objection againſt the Loom Manufacture is a very r 
. Reaſon that we ought to rt it; for, as the In- . 
of theſe Acts was to enereaſe the Conſumption of ou Y — 

n eodities, therefore, whatever beſt anſwers that Inten- Wh 
oo. beſt deſerves our Encouragement” Now, Sir, it ap- * 


Co 


| i 
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1736. 


Kir William Yonge. 


the Chair, I muſt beg Leave to carry my Obſervations a lit 


of Gentlemens Conduct and Abilities. , Therefore, Sir, 


Aſter which Mr: 


meant was the inſerting an Account of their Proceedings i 


| * 
— ö (627680) 4 / 7% 
Speaker informed the, Houſe that Wii 
was with ſome Concern he ſaw a Practice prevailing, wie 
a little reflected upon the Dignity of that Houſe: What | 


on prongs News m_ by which Means boy Trot 
the Houſe were liable to very at Miſrepreſentatiot 
That he had in his Hands a cis Paper, which c 
tained his Majeſty's Anſwer to their late Addreſs; before t 
ſame had. been reported from the Chair, the only Way 
communicating it to the Public. That he thought it! 
Duty to inform the Houſe of theſe Practices, the rather | 
cauſe he had obſerved them of late to have run into ver 
great Abuſes ; and therefore he hoped that Gentlemen wot 


| 


Sir William Yonge. | 


I am very glad you have mentioned this Affair. I ha 
long looked upon it as a Practice very inconſiſtent with t 
Forms and Dignity which this Houſe ought always'to fu 
port ; but fince you have been pleaſed to mention this fre 


farther. I have obſerved, Sir, that not only an Account 
what you do, but of what you ſay, is y printed: 
circulated through all Parts, both of the Ton and Count 
At the ſame Time, Sir, there are very often groſs Miſrer 
ſentations, both of the Senſe and Language of Gentleme 
This is very liable to give the Publick falſe I 


my Opinion, it is now high Time to put a Stop to it. 
that I ſhould be for attacking the Liberty of the Preſs; il 
is a Point I would be as tender of as any Gentleman in 
Houſe. Perhaps ſome Gentlemen may think it indeed 
Hardſhip, not to be able to find their Names in Print; at 
Head of a great many fine Things, in the monthly My 
Zines; but this, Sir, can never prevent Gentlemen fre 
ſending their Speeches, if they pleaſe ; it only prevent ol 
Gentlemen from being miſrepreſented, as to what they 
which, Sir, I am fure is what every Gentleman in « 
Houſe will wiſh for. Therefore, I hope Gentlemen 
conſider of ſome Method of putting a Stop to this Al 
more effectual than we have fallen 


_ 


Done” 08 5 

vo, for. explaining that Matter; and if they do, I am A 
uſe, with the very firſt Opportunity, next Seſſion. But the 
mers of the Papers, Sir, which you have in your Hands, 

mot even plead the Excuſe of the Receſs of Parliament; 4 
mh them, or take ſome effectual Method of checking them, 1 
pu may ſoon expect to ſee your Votes, your Proceedings, and 

yur Speeches, printed and hawked about the Streets, while 

ue ſitting in this Houſe,” 1 

ar William Windham ſpoke next to the following 

* 1 | 
Ir, | \ : 
No Gentleman can be more jealous and tender than I Sir Wil. Wintham 
ke always been of the Rights and Privileges of this Houſe, 

wr more ready to concur with any Meaſure for putting a 

wp to any Abuſes which may affect either of them, But at 

te ame Time, Sir, I own, I think we ought to be very 

eutious how we form a Reſolution upon this Head; and yet 

tink it is abſolutely neceſſary that ſome Queſtion ſhould be 

med. I ſay, Sir, we ought to be very cautious in what 

lunner we form a Reſolution ; for it is a Queſtion ſo nearly 

wetted with the Liberty of the Prefs, that it will require 

zyreat deal of Tenderneſs to form a Reſolution which may 

nerve Gentlemen from having their Senſe miſrepreſented 

pthe Publick, and at the ſame Time guard againſt all En- 

mchments upon the Liberty of the Preſs. On the other 

Rad, Sir, I am ſenſible that there is a Neceſſity of putting 

Sop to this Practice of printing, what are called the 

Seeches of this Houſe, becauſe I know that Gentlemen's 

Nords in this Houſe have been miſtaken and miſrepreſented : 

amt know, Sir, but I have ſome Reaſon of Complaint 

pjſelf upon that Head. I have, indeed, ſeen many Speeches 

i Gentlemen in this Houſe that were fairly and accurately 

Ken; and no Gentleman, when that is the Caſe, ought to 

t ahamed that the World ſhould know every Word he 

peas in this Houſe ; For my own Part, I never ſhall, for I 

je never to act or ſpeak in this Houſe, any Thing that I 

ll be aſhamed to own to all the World. But of late, Sir, 

ue ſeen fuch monſtrous Miſtakes in ſome Gentlemen's 

Meches, as they have been printed in our News Papers, that 

s no Wonder if Gentlemen think it high Time to have a 

c put to ſuch a Practice. | 

Vet ſtill, Sir, there are two Conſiderations, which I own 

wh very much with me upon this Occaſion. That this 

wue has a Right to prohibit the Publication of any of its 

Keedings during the 2 we are ſitting, is paſt all 

hatt, and there is no Queſtion, but that, by the Reſolu- 


| "  (@)-- * 
2e Sons that now ſtand upon our Votes, and ars venere 

a Seſſion, the Printers of the Papers you have in 

are liable to the Cenſure of this Houſe. it I am not 
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leaſt, Sir, I am pretty ſure 
— with that Notion, and thereſdie hoo 
be againſt our inflicting any Cenſure at t, for what 
83 Kind. If Gentlemen are of Opinion, which 

own J am not, that we have a Power to preven 
count of our Proceedings and Debates from bei | 
| cated to the Publick, even during our Receſs, "wt 
Affair has been mentioned, they will no doubt think it y 
proper to come to a Reſolution againſt that Practice, and 
ang range a vety ſevere Penalty ; bat if we have 
ch Power, Sir, I own I don't ſee how you can form at 
Reſolution upon this Head, that will not be liable to ve 
great Cenſure. - en 
* The other Confideration, that weighs very much, $ 
with me upon this Occafion, is the Prejudice which the u 
lick will think they ſuſtain, by being deprived of all Nut 
ledge of what paſſes in this Houſe, otherwiſe than by t 
inted Votes, which are very lame and im for fat 
ing their Curioſity of knowing in what Manner their! 
preſentatives act within Doors. They have been long u 
to be indulged in this, and they may poflibly think it 
Hardſhip to be deprived of it now. Nay, Sir, I mol 
farther : I don't know bat they may have a Right tokn 
fomewhat more of the Proceedings of this Houle than wi 
appears upon your Votes; and if I were ſure that the Sen 
ments of lemen were not miſrepreſented, I ſhould 
againſt our coming to any Reſolution that could deprive the 
of a Knowledge that is ſo neceffary for 3 
judge of the Merits of their Repreſentatives within Doc 
entlemen, however, are of Opinion that they can | 
a'Reſolution, which will put a Stop to all Impofitions, a 
yet leave the Publick ſome Room for having juſt Informat 
of what paſſes within theſe Walls, I ſhall be extremely g 
do give it my Concurrence. But I am abſolutely again 
firetching our Power farther than it will go conſiſtently 
the juſt Rights of Parliament ; ſuch Seger rather weak 
than give any Strength to the Conſtitution ; and I am fire 
Gentleman will care to do what may not only K 
like our claiming Powers unknown to our 
what, in its Conſequences, may greatly affe& the Liberty 
the Preſs. If we ſhall extend this Reſolution to the Kec 
of Parliament, all political Writing, if the Authors ® 
touch upon any Thing that paſt in the preceding vn 
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* Cenfure of this Hauſe, 
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In the mean Time, Sir, Lan 28 
4, wn in this Houle, that a Stop 
* have taken notice of from 
| kk Pitch, that I remember ſome 9 — 
e Diſpute in the News Pape 
25 of two Pamphlets, which of them contained 


=S 


in 
F It is therefore bi Time for Gentlemen to 
duk of ſomewhat to be dane for that Purpoſe, and I make 
pdoubt but that any Reſolution this Houſe ſhall think fit 
dome to, will put an effectual Stop to it.” | 


Thomas Winnington, Eſq; ſpoke next. 


== — 
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h Houſe .ſo well as the honourable Gentleman over the 
In, who has much more Experience in both than I can 
qrtend to; but it is very ſurprizing to me, that any Gentle- 
wn ſhould ſeem to make a Doubt of the Power which this 
fucſe has during the Receſs of Parliament. It is true, we 
kne no Power, but as a Houſe, to make any Commitment, 
to paſs any Cenſure; but then it, is as true, that the Or- 
en Reſolutions of tis Houſe are, or ought to be, as 
; during our Receſs, as during our Si - The Rea- 
N, of this is plain; becauſe we are ſtill the fame 
bo and we have the fame Authority during our Adjourn- 
gent or Prorogation, as when we {it ; our Privileges are the 
We, and for the Gaze Reaſon our Ad ought to have the 
ne Force too. Can any Gentleman doubt, that if this 
Io apa come to a Reſolution, that if any Perſon ſhould, 
; our Receſs, preſume to print any of our Proceedings, 
une would not have a Right to puniſh him next Time 
ether as a Houſe? I dare fay, Gentlemen will 
. that we have not; therefore, Sir, I hope you 
U come to ſome very ſtrong Reſolution upon this Occaſion. 
lupe ye will declare, that whoever ſhall preſume to print 
art of the Proceedings of this Houſe, during the Recels 
— will be equally liable to the Cenlure of this 
ule as if it were during the Seſſion. 
' As to what the hen erable Gentleman inſinuated about 
Liberty of the Preſs beiog in Danger, it is a Conſidera- 
a | am in no Manner of Pain about. Our coming to a 
"lution, that we will net have what we fay miire- 
ted, can never affect the Liberty of the Prefs. It is 
kt every private Gentleman has a Right to require, tho? 
vere out of Parliament; for I believe no 2 
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would wiſh to ſee his Sentiment miſceproſeniadis þ - 
even tho they regarded a private Affair ; but when "ch 
Thing happens in a Debate, to fix a Geiitlenian's public 
Character, the Conſequences are mach worſe.” For my o 
Part, Sir, I am not afraid of ſpeaking my Mind in d 
Houſe ; but I ſhould be very forry ti ſee any Thing 1 fü 
this Houſe miſrepreſented in a publick News- Paper: and 
ſhould think I had a very good Title to Redreſs, even t 
I were not a Member of this Houſmwe. 
© But, Sir, ſetting aſide the Caſe” of theſe Gelitleme 
being miſrepreſented in what they ſay in theſe publi 
Papers, I think it is a great Injury done us, as a Hoy 
of Parliament. I don't ſte why we ought to be leſs jeale 
of our Rights and Priviledges, than the other Houle is 
know of no Right we have given up, with regard to 
Power to regulate our own Proceedings that the other Hot 
enjoys: and I am ſure there have been fome late Inftanc 
wherein they have, I believe, pretty ſeverely puniſhed {or 
Printers for preſuming to publiſh their Proteſts. * Th 
did this, Sir, not becauſe their Words or Meaning weren 
repreſented, but becauſe they conceived it to be an Indi 
done to them as a Houſe of Parliament, to print 
Proceeding of theirs whatſoever, without their Conſent 
Authority. That of itſelf, Sir, is a Reaſon why we ouy 
to put a Stop to this ſcandalous Practice of printing « 
Proceedings ; becauſe if we ſhould a leſs jealous of c 
Rights and Priviledges, than the Houſe are of thei 
it may be afterwards told us, that we do not enjoy f 
Rights and Privil becauſe at ſuch a Time, when 
had the ſame Reaſon as the other Houſe had, we didt 
exerciſe them, Therefore, if we do not put a ſpeedy St 
to this Practice, it will be look'd upon go | 
we have no Power to do it, for the publick will very jul 
think that if we had ſuch a Power, we would exerciſe 
And then, Sir, what will be the Conſequence ; why 5 
you will have every Word that is ſpoken here by Gentleme 
miſrepreſented by Fellows who thruſt themſelves into « 
Gallery. You will have the Speeches of this Houſe ent 
Day printed, even during your Seſſion. And we ſhall 
looked upon as the moſt contemptible Aſſembly, on 
Face of the Earth. I agree with the honourable Gentlen 
over the Way, that it may not be quite ſo right, do pul 
thoſe Printers for what they have done already; for te 
Sir, we have been ſo very remiſs in putting a Stop 9 
Practice, that by this Time they may think they are in! 
Right in what they do. But F can fee no Manner of Vi 


culty we can be under, to come to ſome very  vigoros 


| ſolution to prevent the like for the future. I would | 


Reſolution, Sir, extended not only to | the mo Bc 
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Mon ines, ews „ are 
an. for the future, I think we ſhall be wanting 
kat Regard, which we owe gurſelyes as a Houſe of Par- 
nent, if we do not againſt them with Severity. 
eſore, Sir, I hope Gentlemen will think of a proper 
lution with regard to this Matter of Complaint.” 
The next who ſpoke was William Pulteney Ela; | 


ken, that it is abſolutely neceſſary a Stop ſhould be put 
de Practice which has been fo juſtly complained of: 
kink no Appeals ſhould be made to the Publick with 
awd to what is ſaid in this Aſſembly, and to print or 
i the Speeches of Gentlemen in this Houſe, even 
| they were not miſrepreſented, looks very like making 
n accountable without Doors for what they ſay within. 
es, Sir, we know very well that no Man can be fo 
wed in his Expreſſions, as to wiſh to ſee every Thing he 
pin this Houſe in Print. I remember the Time when 
zHouſe was ſo jealous, fo cautious of doing any thing 
night look an Appeal to their Conſtituents, that not 
athe Votes were printed without Leave. A Gentleman 
1 Day roſe in his Place, and defired the Chair to ask 
we of the Houſe, that their Votes for that Day ſhould be 
wed. How this Cuſtom came to be dropp'd I cannot fo 
[count for, but I think it high Time for us to prevent 
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u frther Encroachment upon our Privileges ; and I hope 
= utlemen will enter into a proper Reſolution for the 
dy SO Bu, tho I am as much as any Gentleman can be for 
on, "Wins Stop to this ſcandalous Practice, I ſhould be very 
4 tr of doing it in ſuch a Manner, as may either affect 
ay” liderty of the Preſs, or make it ſeem as if we claim 
"oF ilege to which we have no Title, An honourable 


ateman near me was pleaſed to mention the Powers 
a the other Houſe had of calling Printers to an Ac- 
t for printing their Proteſts, It is very true, Sir, they 
uch a Power, and they have exerciſed it very lately; 
* have no ſuch Power: They may puniſh a Printer for 
g any Part of the Proceedings of their Houſe, for 
ly, thirty, or forty Years back; but then, Gentlemen 
b conſider that the Houſe of Peers is a Court of Record, 
& ſuch, its Rights and Privileges never die: Whereas, 
ouſe never pretended to be a Court of Record; our 
leges expire at the End of every Parliament ; and the 
ol, V M m "Kone next 


dir, | | | 
(| agree entirely with the Gentleman who has already Mr. Pulteney. 4 


„en. next Houſe of Commons is quite different from the 
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Printer, who ſhall publiſh our Proceedings, or any Pan 
them, during our Receſs, which I take to be the 
| -Queſtion at preſent, it may be worthy Conſideration: Por 
own Part, I am apt to think that we may; becauſe our p 
leges as a Houſe of Parliament exiſt during the whole C 
' nuance of Parliament; and our not fitting never makes any 
olation of theſe Privileges committed during a Receſ 
liable to Cenſure, the next Time we meet as a H. 
However, Sir, as it has been long the Practice to ; 
ſome Account of our Proceedings during our Receſs, | 
againſt puniſhing any Perſon for what is paſt, be 
very poſlibly they did not know they were doing amiß; 
if Gentlemen think fit to enter into any Refolntion ir 
Time to come, I dare fay it will be ſufficient to deter 
Offenders in that Way. But that Reſolution, - Sir, cat 
affect any Perſon, who ſhall print an Account of 


Proceedings when this Parliament ſhall be diſſolved. The - 1 
- an ® Honourable Gentleman near me, who knows that 1 fo 
Hiſtory of a whole Parliament was once publiſhed Mi... 
Six-penny Pamphlet, and their Tranſactions ſet in no * 
favourable Light, for the Gentlemen who compoſed it Wi... 
never heard, Sir, that any ſucceeding Houſe of Com de 


took that amiſs, nor that the honourable Gentleman, 
was generally look d upon as the Author of it, v 


called to Account by either Houſe of Parliament. Parlam eU 
Sir, when they do amiſs, will be talk'd of with the QAM... 
Freedom, as any other Set of Men whatſoever. Thi ot 
liament, I hope, will never deſerve it; but, if it . 

ſhould be very ſorry, that any Reſolutions were en... 6 
into in order to prevent its being repreſented, in the pri, uh 
or the next Age, in its proper Colours. T-am fur ind 
honourable Gentleman who ſits near me, will "= 
me in this ; and whatever the other Houſe — — 4 ve 
hope we never ſhall Rretch our Privilege, ſo as to crazy... 
Freedom of writing on publick Affairs. = of 
- © But this Conſideration, Sir, can never affect the R 1 
lutions which Gentlemen propoſe to come to now. We er 1; 
rather been too remiſs in not putting a Stop to this n wh. 
lous Practice that has been complained of. I always thou: an 


that theſe Pamphlets containing our Debates were cu 
by the Government's Encouragement, and at their Expo... 
for till the honourable Gentleman who ſpoke laſt fave knen a 


 ® Meaning Sir Robert Walpole who,jt was ſaid, inthe Tear 1711 _ 
E Pamphles « entitled, 4 lei Hun of the 4% Barliamens, 5 * 
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- the Debate, mentioned the Magazines in the Manner he 1 
, L have been {till uſed to look on the publiſhing them as N. 
\ ninigerial Project; for I imagined that it being found 
ppraicable to make the People buy and read the Gazet- 

ter by itſelf, it was contrived fo as that the Writings of the 
wer Party, being printed in the ſame Pamphlet, it might 
| ome Invitation to the Publick to look into the Gazetteer, | 
wi dare ſay, Sir, the great Run which the Magazines R 
ue had has been entirely owing to this Stratagem. The 
God and the Bad are printed together, and People are by 
tut Means drawn in to read both. But I think it is now 
bob Time, to put a Stop to the Effects they may have, by 

ring to a Reſolution that may at leaſt prevent any Thing 
king publiſhed, during the Time of our fitting as a Houſe, 
nich may be impoſed upon the World as the Language and 
Words of Gentlemen who perhaps never ſpoke them.” 

fir Robert Walpole ſpake next: 

Sir, 1 

You have with great Juſtice puniſhed ſome Perſons, sir Robert Walpobes 
kr forging the Names of Gentlemen upon the Backs of 
leuers; but the Abuſe now, complained of is, I con- 
re, a Forgery of a worſe Kinds for it tends to miſrepreſent 
teSenſe of Parliament, and impoſe upon the Underſtanding 
Ide whole Nation. It is but a petty Damage that can 
wie from a forg'd Frank, when compared to the infinite 
Michiefs that may come from this Practice. I have read 
ne Debates of this Houſe, Sir, in which I have been 


the wade to ſpeak the very reverſe of what I meant. I have 

[us| ad others of them wherein all the Wit, the Learning, and 

* Ot Argument has been thrown into one Side, and on the 

ent ker nothing but what was low, mean, and ridiculous; and 

p een it comes to the Queſtion, the Diviſion has gone 
ure 


rink the Side, which upon the Face of the Debate had 
Ion and Juſtice to ſupport it. So that, Sir, had I been a a 
roger to the Proceedings and to the Nature of the Argu- 
ents themſelves, I muſt have thought this to have been 
xe of the moſt contemptible Aſſemblies on the Face of the 
1, What Notion then, Sir, can the Publick, who have no 
er Means of being inform'd of the Debates of this Houſe, 
kan what they have from theſe Papers, entertain of the Wiſ- 
kn, and Abilities of an Aſſembly ,who are repreſented therein 
any almoſt every Point againſt the ſtrongeſt and the plain- 
Argument and Appearances. However, Sir, as I believe Gen- 
nen are by this Time pretty ſenſible of the Neceſſity of put - 
ly Stop to this Practice, it will be quite unneceſſary for me 
argue a Point wherein we are all agreed. But I cannot 
? taking Notice of one Thing mentioned by the ho- 
Munz nourable 
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nourable Gentleman who ſpoke laſt, ſince L0G the Perc 
to whom he was pleaſed to appeal. He mentions 


that the Hiſtory of a whole Parliament | has bes 
printed, and ſeemed to infinuate from this, chat peo 


might make very free with Parliaments, Really, Sir, 
will be fo free as to own that I do know of ſuch a Par 
phlet being printed; nay, I believe, I know a little of u 
Author, and the Publication. But at the fame Time 
know Sir, that, that was one of the worſt Houſes of Con 
mons that ever this Nation ſaw ; that they had a Deſign to j 
troduce the Pretender; that they had approved of a ſcand 
' Tous Peace, after the moſt glorious War that was ever carri 
on; and had it not been for ſome very favourable Circur 
ſtances that fell out, they would have ſet aſide the pref 
happy Eſtabliſhment in his Majeſty's Perſon and Famil 
I hepe, Sir, no Gentleman will find Fault with any Refl 
tions, that could be thrown out againſt ſach a Houſe 
Commons: I hope likewiſe, that no Gentleman will pretet 
to draw any Parallels betwixt their Conduct and ours. Bt 
Sir, beſides theſe Conſiderations, Gentlemen are to reflet 
that the Parliament which was deſcribed in that Hiſt 
had been diffoly'd before*the Hiſtory itſelf. was publiſhe 
And not only ſo, Sir, but there is a noble Lord in the oth 
Houſe, who can, if he pleaſes, inform Gentlemen, that t 
Author of that Hiſtory was ſo apprehenſive of the Con 
quence of printing it, that the Preſs was carried to his Hou 
and the Copies printed off there. F 5 
This, I think, Sir, will be ſufficient to ſhew, that t 
Author did not think himſelf quite out of Danger, e 
tho' the Parliament was diſſolv'd. But, I am not at all f 
carrying Things to ſuch a _ at preſent: It may be { 
ficient, if we come to a Reſolution to prevent the Public 
cation of any Part of our Proceedings during the Receſs, 
well as the Sitting of the Parliament. As to what the! 
nourable Gentleman ſaid, with regard to the Magazit 
being publiſhed and diſtributed by Order, and at tl 
Expence of the Government, I don't know if he u 
ſerious or not. If he was ſerious, he muſt have a very 
temptible Opinion of the Underſtanding of thoſe Gentleme 
who have the Honour to ſerve his Majeſty, if he imagit 
that they would be ſo weak as to propagate Papers, eve 
Page almoſt of which hath a direct Tendency againſt theiro1 
Intereſt. If any Gentleman will take the Trouble, whi 
I own I very ſeldom do, to look into one of theſe Maga 
he will find four Pages wrote againſt the Government 
one that is in its Favour; and generally the Subject i 
ſuch a Nature, as would be ſeverely puniſhed under! 
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e been choſen for ſhewing his Wit, than while we are 
idering of the Means of putting a Stop to a Practice, 
ich he himſelf, and every Gentleman who ſpoke in this 
debate, allows ſo nearly to affect the Dignity and 

kis Houſe, For my own Part, Sir, I am extremely indiffe 
, what Opinion ſome Gentlemen may form of the Writers 
- fyour of the Government: But, Sir, I ſhall never have the 


iin to ra ĩſe a Laugh; it has been the common Practice of all 
norities when they were driven out of every other Argument. 
[zever ſhall be afraid, Sir, to do what I think right, and 
& the Service of his Majeſty and my Country, aſe I 
wy be laughed at. But really, Sir, I will be fo free as 
p ay, that if the Want of Wit, Learning, Good-manners, 
wd Truth, is a proper Object of Contempt and Ridicule, 
& Writers in the Oppoſition ſeem to me to have a much 
ver Title to both than thoſe for the Government. No Go- 


Government ever had Provocation to puniſh ſo many. 
| could name a Gayernment in this Country, Sir, under 
mich thoſe Writings, which are now cry'd up, as founded 
won the Laws, and in the Conſtitution, would have-been 
miſh'd as Libels, even by Gentlemen who are now the 
wneſt Advocates- for the Liberty of the Preſs, and for 
kfering the Authors of thoſe daily Libels that appear in 
unt to paſs with Impunity. But I ask Pardon for what I 
we (aid that may appear foreign to the preſent Conſideration; 
| was led to it by what had been thrown out by the 
bentleman, who ſpoke before.” | | 

Then Mr. Speaker having drawn up the Queſtion, it was 
mnimouſly reſolved, + - i 

That it is a high Indignity to, and a notorious Breach of 
be Privilege of this Houſe, for any News-Writer, in Let- 
tor other Papers, (as Minutes, or under any other Deno- 
uation) or for any Printer or Publiſher, of any printed 
ens Paper of any Denomination, to preſume to inſert in 
te ſaid Letters or Papers, or to give therein any Account 
if the Debates, or other Proceedings of this Houſe, or any 


1 — and —— 5 Houſe will proceed with the 
Wwolt Severity againſt ſuch Offenders. 
"ily, May * Mr. Pulteney roſe and ſpoke as follows: 
ir, | IDS 4 5Y 


yrehenſions of a Rupture happening -betwixt Spain 


Opinion of them for that: There is nothing more eaſy | 


ment, Iwill venture to ſay, ever puniſhed ſo few Libels, and 


Ummittee thereof, as well during the Receſs, as the Sitting 


er Government than our own. If the honourable Gen- Anne t1 gu. 
mn was not ſerious, I think a more proper Time might 1 
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ſary for us to enter into ſuch Meaſures as may render 
War, ſhould any happen, ſucceſsful on our Part. By che! 
ſolutions which we have already come to this Seſſion, 
have enabled his Majeſty to provide for War; we ha 
declared” our Readinef ta ſtand by him, in whatever Me 
ſures he may find neceſſary for vindicating the Honour 
his Crown, and for procuring Reparation to his jnjured 8 
jects, and Satisfaction for the Inſults that have been put up 
the Nation. At the ſame Time, Sir, theſeReſolutions are ug 
the cleareſt Proofs of an inſolent unjuſtifiable Conduct on 
Part of Spain, and which, without a very ample Satisfa&i 
on their Part, muſt unavoidably occaſion a War bete 
the two Nations before next Seflion of Parliament. 

In the Event of a War, I believe, no Gentleman doo 
but that it muſt on our Part be a Sea War; and if it is2 
War, we ought to conſider of the proper Meaſures for anne 
ing the Enemy as effectually as poſſible. In order to 
this, we ought to conſult the Conduct of that wiſe Admi 
ſtration, which carried on the laſt great War in Euro 
Theſe great Men, Sir, found by Experience, that the Pri 
Offices, notwithſtanding all the Precautions taken to reg 
them, were Diſcouragements to the brave Seamen who 
ventured their Lives in their Country's Service; | 
when a Prize was brought in, the Commiſſioners of the | 
Offices, their Clerks, and the other Offices attending th 
fell upon ſo many low Shifts to defraud the poor Sailors, f 
by —_— ſo much clear of the Prize for the Croy 
then ſo much for their own Perquifites, that I haven 
Times known a Prize bring the Captains into Debt o 
Crown, For this Reaſon it was neceſſary in the 6th 
Queen Anne, to paſs an Act for better ſettling the Trade 
the Kingdom by Cruiſers and Convoys. By this Lay, whi 
was made only to continue during the War we were then 
gaged in, it was enacted, that if any Veſſel ſhould beta 

y any Ship of War, or Privateer, and condemn'd as Pr 
the Officers and Seamen concerned in taking her ſhould! 
the ſole Intereſt and Property in the Ship and Cargo 
taken. By the ſame Act proper Methods were laid de 
for managing and difpoſing of the Prize, and for divid 
the Money ariſing from the Sale thereof among thole 
had, and ought only to have a Right to it, without ſubjed 
our brave and honeſt Seamen to the Fees and Perquiſites, 
uſual Purloinings of a publick Office. And as a farther! 
couragement for our Seamen to weaken and diſtreſs the 
nemy, by ſeizing and taking their Ships, a Reward of | 
Pounds to be paid out of the publick Revenpe was given 
every Man that was on board ſuch Ships of War, or Ft 
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wr, at the Beginning of the ment; ſo that every 
zaman had the Comfort to think, that if he was killed in 
te Action, his Wife and Children, or his Executors, would 
| ſure of getting ſomething by his Death, | 

« But this Affair having once brought under the Con- 
Weration of Parliament, even this Law was not thought ſuf- 
kent for the Encouragement of our Seamen, and for pre- 
rating the Abuſes that had been put upon them; and there- 
be, Sir, another Act was paſſed the ſame Year, for en- 
guraging our Trade to America, by which it was expreſly 
mated, That all Prize Offices ſhould be ſuppreſſed, and 
aut the Officers and Seamen of every Ship of War ſhould 
re the ſole Intereſt in all Ships and Goods, being firſt con- 
enned by the proper Court as lawful Prize. By the ſame 
it it was likewiſe enacted, that during the War, the 
lad Admiral, or Commiſhoners of the Admiralty, ſhould, 
the Requeſt of any Britiſh Owner of any Ship, giving 
kcurity as uſual, except for Payment of the Tenth to the 
lird-Admiral, == Commiſhons to the Commanders of 
ich Ships, for ſeizing Ships and Goods belonging to his 
Kieſty's Enemies in any of the Seas or Rivers in America: 
Ind that the Ships and Goods ſo taken, after being adjudged 
ze, ſhould be divided amongſt the Owners of, Per- 
w on board the Ships that took them, according to the 
geement that had Cl made between the Owners and the 
laps Crew. And in order to encourage private Men or 
keieties, to be at the Expence of attacking and making 
Far on the Enemies of their Country, it was by the ſame 
enacted, that her Majeſty, during the War, might 


* ut Commiſſions or Charters to any Perſons or Societies, 
> 60 . any Ships, Goods, Harbours, Lands, or Fortifi- 
Trade of ber Majeſty's Enemies in America, and for hold- 
* zand enjoying the ſame as their own Property and Eſtate 
| then rever, 


* But all theſe Regulations, Sir, being determinable at 
End of the War, they can at preſent be of no Manner 
Uſe to the Nation. However it is evident, that if we 
ud do any Thing effectual againſt Spain, theſe Regu- 
ns muſt be reviv'd ; it is evident that if they are not re- 
Rd, our Sailors, upon the Commencement of Hoſtilities, 
de ſubjected to all the Inconveniencies which rendered 

paſſing the two Laws, I, have now mentioned, . 
r Officers who muſt be oncerned in the Prize - Offices, 


ad, I believe, have as clammy Fingers as any of their 
wecelſors, and the brave Sailors be as much impoſed upon. 
il for remedying theſe Inconveniences cannot be objected 
; give but by thoſe who wiſh this Nation no Succeſs in apy Thing 

pn ken for the common Good, I am indeed ſorry, that the 


Regu- 
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n Geo. u. Regulations contained in the two Acts T have mentioned, we 
CL SACS not made perpetual ; which might then eafily have been done 
| becauſe it might —_ been — that — me 
+20 inning of every future War revi his Ma 
2 Proclamation, and that they ſhould then continue i 
Force, till his Majeſty put a Stop to them by à new Prock 
mation: This, I think, Sir, was a Fault; and as we are no. 
in Danger of being involv'd in a War before next Seffion 
Parliament, we ought therefore, in this Seſſion, to repair t 
Fault or Overſight, by enacting, that in caſe of a War yi 
5 Spain, theſe ſeveral Regulations thould be revived. The Bill,s; 
which I intend to move for, is calculated for this and! 
other Purpoſe ; for as it introduces no new Law, nor propoſe 
the eſtabliſhing any Regulations, of which we have had r 
rience ; as its only Intention is to revive ſome forme 
temporary Regulations, that were found to be of great A 
vantage during the laſt War; it can occaſion no Jealouſy « 

Suſpicion in any Britiſh Subject, nor can it give Uneaf 
to any Man that wiſhes well to Great Britain. It may indec 
give ſome Uneaſineſs and Coneern to the Court of Spit 
becauſe it will convince them we are reſolved not to be pi 
off any longer with tedious Negociations or ſham Treaties 
That nothing will now prevail but granting us immediat 
and full Satisfaction: And that if we ſend out any mo 
Squadrons, it will not be to pay them a Complimen 
but to pour down the Vengeance of Great Britain up 
them. This will be more effectual for preventing a War th: 
all the Treaties which we have been puzzling out for thel 
eighteen or twenty Years, and at the ſame Time be an Er 
couragement for our People at home, to contribute with Che 
fulneſs their Proportion of the great Expences which d 

ent Situation of Affairs requires. , 

* The other Arguments, Sir, which may be advanced 
ſapport the Bill, which I intend to move for, wall 
come more properly in another Time. At preſent I hun 
move, that the ſixth and eighth Sections of an Act made 
the ſixth Vear of the Reign of Queen Anne, intituled 
AX for the better ſecuring the Trade of this Kingdom 7 ö 
and Conveys; and alſo the ſecond Section of an Act mac 


* 


the ſame Year, intituled, An Ad for the Encouragement led 
the Trade to America, may be read. f bok 
The Queſtion being put, the ſame were read according) BW ,... 
* ng Walpole ſpoke next: | vl x 

7 tink 


ir, : 
| © I believe Gentlemen will be pretty much diſappoint 

en Robert Walp®®. when I aſſure them that I do not riſe up to oppoſe this Bb 
hinted at by the honourable Gentleman who ſpoke % 
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lum for my own Part perſuaded, when it comes before the . 1 
Houſe, that it will appear a very improper Bill at this June. 
ure, and I will undertake to prove it ſo. I cannot how- | 
wer avoid taking notice how different the Time and the 
Manner in which the two Bills mentioned were ht in, 
from the Time and Manner in which the honourable Gentle- 
nan propoſes to bring in his Bill. | 
« As to the Time Sir, the two former Bills were paſſed, 
her the Nation had been five or fix Years in actual War; 
dereſore neither we nor our Allies could ſuffer by any preci- 
inte Declaration of ſuch a Meaſure as this is. By theſe 
Ns, Sir, we did not make one Nation in Europe our Enemy; 
e gave no Jealouſy to our Allies; we put the Crown under 
0 Difficulties: But I ſhall ſubmit it to Gentlemen's Conſi- 
tration, how far it is poſſible to avoid theſe Inconveniences, 
hould ſuch a Bill paſs at preſent. It would perhaps, Sir, be 

ked upon as anticipating the Debate, ſhould I enter 
won any Diſcuſſion of our preſent Situation at home and 
thro2d. That is a Conſideration which will be much more 
wroper when the Bill is brought before us, Thus much only 
[will venture to ſay, that I ſhall never be either afraid or 
;hamed of oppoſing any Bill, which may tend to plunge 
this Nation into a ruinous and perhaps doubtful War. 

Having ſaid thus much, Sir, with regard to the Timing 
ofthis Bill, give me leave juſt to touch upon the Manner in 
which it was brought in. I am old enough, Sir, to remember, 
that when the two Bills paſſed in the fixth Year of Queen 
Anne for the Purpoſes mentioned by the honourable Gen- 
leman, were brought in, the Crown had previouſly given 
w its Title to the Share which it claimed in the Prizes. 
Ve had likewiſe ſome Regard to the Rights of the Lord 
High Admiral, Gentlemen will confider if we can properly 
hing in any Bill of this Nature, without ſome previous Steps 
that Kind: However, as I am intirely ignorant of the 
Wape in which the Bill may appear, I ſhall not oppoſe its 
king brought in. 

— Windham ſpoke next: 

ir, | 

Tae honourable Gentleman who ſpoke laſt, did not in- zu wil Windtan 
ed oppoſe the Motion for bringing in this Bill, but he 
bok care to let Gentlemen know that he thought it a very 
wong Thing to bring it in at all. But I hope Gentlemen 
Kill not for all that be ſo far prepoſſeſſed againſt it as to 
ink it a bad Bill, becauſe one Gentleman does not think it 
it for his Purpoſe. As to what the honourable Gentleman 
lid about the Time in which this Bill is moved for; inſtead 
af being ſorry with him that it is too precipitate, I am ſo 
Fe are ſo late in moving it. We are not indeed in actual 
War at preſent with the Spaniards, but I am very ſure they 
You, V. Nu are 
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Amo 11 Geo. U. are at War with us, and have been ſo theſe twenty Years; 


| ap therefore it is now high Time for us to ſhew them that we 
OR dare make War upon them. | | 5 
© The honourable Gentleman's other Objection was to the 


| Manner in which this Bill is to be brought in. I believe, Sir, Mill... 
| it is as regularly moved for as any other Bill of the {ame or we 
a like Nature ever was. We have indeed had no previom Wil... 
Notice from the Crown of a Ceſſion of its Right in the 
Prizes ; but I apprehend there is no Occaſion for it, as will I” 
appear when the Bill is brought in. As to what the ho- 5 
nourable Gentleman faid about the Crown's previouſly Wl. . 
giving up its Share in the Prizes, if it is Fact, it diſcovered {MI..., 
great Wiſdom and Honeſty in the then Miniſtry, in ad- * 
viſing the Crown to ſuch a Ceſſion; but T apprehend the Ceſ- Gent 
fion which the honourable Gentleman means, was no other b 
than a Paragraph in a Speech from the Throne, three or four; : 
Years before the Acts from which you have heard the Pa- u 
ragraphs read were paſſed, and which I believe had no Weigh e 
with the Houſe of Commons which paſſed theſe Acts. The... 
honourable Gentleman mentioned the Rights of the Lord un” 
High Admiral. If the Lord High Admiral has any Claim 
againſt this Bill, I dare ſay the Gentleman, in whom that A 
reat Office is now veſted, will take care that no future Lord te 
Fligh Admiral ſhall ſuffer for Want of an Oppoſition to any... 
Invaſions upon his Rights: So I hope Gentlemen will . 
not be amuſed by any Aſſertions or Inſinuations, as if thy... 
Bill were diſreſpectful to the Crown, or prejudicial to any o an. 
the great Officers; it can be of Prejudice to none but to tho Re 
who are fo to the Nation.” "I 
Motion by Mr. Pu- Mr. Pulteney then made a Motion, ſeconded by Mr. San has 
teney for the Bill. dys, that Leave be given to bring in a Bill for the more effec f ben: 
tual ſecuring and encouraging the Trade of his Majeſty pn 
Subjects to America; which was ordered accordingly, alert 
Order'd, That Mr. Pulteney, Mr. Sandys, and the Loben 
Mayor of London do prepare and being in the ſame. _ 
\ The Bill prefentes, Monday, May 8. Mr. Pulteney preſented to the Houſe bal 
cording to Order the ſaid Bill, and it was read a firſt Time. WW; .. 
Committed. Tueſday, May g. It was according to Order read a ſeconfff pe- 
Time, and committed to a Committee of the whole Houſſi Hout 
Ny for May 11. M 
Thur/day May 11. The Orders of the Day being read, | 
was reſolved, ; e\ 
Reſolution to com That this Houſe will To-morrow Morning reſolve ite tt U 
* into a Committee of the whole Houſe upon the Bill for aber 
more effectual ſecuring and encouraging the Trade of his M lane 
. jeſty's Britiſh Subjects to America. e, it 


The Commitment Friday May 12. About 12 o'Clock Mr. Pulteney moved fc k of t 
Puteacy, ” the Order of the Day, and was ſeconded by Mr. m_ de) 
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hit the Bill to empower the Lord-Mayor and Aldermen 
{the City of London to ſet the Price upon all Coals com- 
zonly called Sea-Coals, imported into the Port of London 
om Newcaſtle and the Ports adjacent thereunto, for one 
ſear, having taken up a great deal of the Houſe's Time 


gon which the Speaker ſaid: 


Gentlemen, 
me to determine in what Manner to behave : It has ne- 


te Day till two o' Clock at ſooneſt, becauſe by that Hour 
Gentlemen are all preſent in the Houſe, and thereby have the 
tier Opportunity of knowing the Senſe of the Houſe upon 
te Buſineſs of the Day: But as this Motion has been made 
hy an honourable Gentleman, and regularly ſeconded by a- 
nber, it is my Duty, if the Motion is not retrated, to 
the the Senſe of the Houſe upon it. And Gentlemen I hope 
zon't be offended, if previous thereto I acquaint them with 
Thoughts of the Matter. It is always my Cuſtom, Gen- 
{:nen, before I take the Chair, to digeſt in my own Mind 
te Manner in which the Affairs of the Day may be beſt 
aried on, both for the Eaſe of Gentlemen, and the Diſpatch 
«Buſineſs, Gentlemen know very well that this Day they 
eto have a Conference with the Lords about ſome Amend- 
nents to the Bill for the more effectual ſecuring the Payment 
Rents to Landlords, and preventing Frauds in Tenants. 
k believe the Conference will not continue very long, per- 
taps not half an Hour, and very little of our Time will be 
fent in the reporting it, I thought the moſt proper Way 
proceeding on the Buſineſs of the Day, was firſt to conſi- 
er the Amendments of the Coal-Bill, then go to the Con- 
krence, and when Gentlemen are returned from the Con- 
rence, which may be about half an Hour after two o Clock, 
ball in the Order ofthe Day, for which the preſent Motidn 
made. This, Gentlemen, is the Scheme which I had di- 
pled with myſelf, and I wiſh it may be agreeable to the 
ou e. 5 s 
Mr, Pulteney. 
Sir, ; 

* When I made the Motion, it was not with a Deſign to 
Mt the Houſe to any Inconveniences, or to interrupt the 
Ker Buſineſs of the Day. But ſince the Seſſion of the Par- 
lament is now ſo far advanced}that, if I am rightly inform- 
dd, it will continue but three Days longer; and fince this Bill 
of the greateſt Conſequence to the Trade and Welfare of 
lie Nation; and if we do not go through it to-day in the 
| Nn2 Committee, 


4 
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tat Seſſion, Mr. Winnington, who was Chairman of the Mr Winnington 
(mmittee, to which it was committed, oppoſed the ſame ; i. 


er been the Cuſtom in this Houſe to call for the Order of 


Mr Pulteney 


© A Motion fo unexpected as the preſent makes it difficult n 
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is of a different Nature; it is a Bill in which we are all « 


amining how it may be amended or altered, fo as beſt te 


Thomas Winuing- 
ten, Elqz 


Mr Pulteney 


. mendments among themſelves, and the Houſe will perhay 


. ſons, Sir, I ſhall beg Leave to inſiſt upon my Motion, 
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Committee, it is in Danger of being dropped intirely, f 
thought it neceſſary to preſs the Conſideration of it. The 
Coal Bill, I know, though of leſs Importance, will, wh 
we enter upon it, engroſs much of our Time, of which 
Part may be ſaved, by putting off the Report for a Day 
becauſe Gentlemen will have Leiſure to concert the 4 


eſcape the Trouble of a Debate. But the Bill in my Hand 


qually concerned, a Bill for which the Publick is anxious 
and which claims all the Attention we can give: Gentlemer 
can never be more uſefully employed than in ſeriouſly ex 


anſwer the Ends for which it is calculated. For theſe Rez 


Mr. Winnington. 
Sir 

I do not believe that there is a Gentleman in this Houſe 
who remembers a ſingle Inſtance of the Order of the Day 
being called for before two o' Clock. It has always beer 
the Method of this Houſe to receive Reports before any oth 
Buſineſs was engaged in; and I have now, Sir, in my Hand 
the Report of a Committee upon the Amendments to a Bill 
on which this Houſe has beſtowed more Time and Confider 
ation than upon any Bill that has been before it this Seſſo 
J ſhall not diſpute the Importance of the Bill which the hc 
nourable Gentleman has in his Hand; but ſurely, Sir, Gentle 
men have no Reaſon to complain of the Reception it hath 
yet met with from the Houſe. It has been twice read, and or 
dered to be committed in as ſhort a Time as anyBill could 
at the End of a Seſſion, and amidſt ſuch a Multiplicity « 
Buſineſs ; it is therefore, Sir, I think, but reaſonable, th: 
the Report I have in my Hand be now received, and tha 
the Bill for which the honourable Gentleman intereſts him 
ſelf, take its Turn in a regular Way.” 

Upon this Mr. Speaker intimating as if it would be 2 
— to him if the Motion was dropt, Mr. Pulteney faid, 

ir, 

Tho I might very well be excufẽd from retracting ti 
Motion I have made, yet your Judgment, Sir, ſhall alway 
have great Influence with me. If therefore Gentlemen wi 

be pleaſed to agree to your Propoſal, I am content that th 
Report which the honourable Gentleman has to make be noi 
received. 

No Reply being made to this, Mr. Winnington read th 
Report from the Committee on the Coal Bill, and the Hou 
went thro' the firſt Amendment; which occaſioning ſon 
Debate, employed them till two o Clock, the Hour appoim 
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or the Conference. In the mean Time, Sir Robert 
pole and many other Members coming into the Houle, 
r. Winnington moved that the farther Conſideration of the 
jnendments ſhould be reſumed when the Conference was 

. Upon this Mr. Pulteney roſe, up and ſpoke in Sub- 
bice as follows: 

Sir, 
If there is either Faith, Honour, or common Juſtice Mr. Tum rr. 
wongſt Gentlemen, this Motion ought not be agreed to, 
|ppeal, Sir, to every Gentleman who was in the Houſe, 
en moved for the Order of the Day; if I did not re- 
rt my Motion, from a Deference to your Judgment, 
nich influenced me to agree to what was contrary to my 
un. You was pleaſed, Sir, to inform us how you had di- 
gel the Buſineſs of the Day in your own Mind; and in 
mequence of your Propoſal, we were, immediately after 
& Conference, to enter upon the Order of the Day. This 
„ I agreed to, and not one Gentleman expreſſed his Diſ- 
kt With what Face then can Gentlemen make a 
leon ſo contrary to what they agreed to ſcarce an Hour 
wp! This, Sir, is, I muſt own, a very extraordinary Man- 

x: of proceeding amongſt Gentlemen; and for that Reaſon, 
& were it for no other, I hope this Houſe will never 
mee to ſo pernicious a Precedent. 

Mr. Winnington ſpoke next: 

dir, N ä 
Ido not know how juſt a Conſtruction the honourable Mr. Winnington, 
(ateman who ſpoke laſt has put upon your Words, but I 
n (ure I underſtood them in a Manner quite different from 
jut he ſeems to have done, It never enter'd, Sir, into 
u Head, to think that we were to leave the Coal Bill a- 
mptly, and not proceed again in it, when the Houſe comes 
kn the Conference. I could wiſh indeed that Gentlemen 
ul met with no Difficulties in the Amendments, that we 
wit have gone into a Committee upon the honourable 
latleman's Motion, when we returned fom the Conference. 
kt, Sir, as this is a Bill of very great Conſequence to the 
utes of London and Weſtminſter, I hope Gentlemen will 
x pleaſed to conſider, that if they ſhould poſtpone it now, 
| perhaps may not be ready for the Royal Aſſent this 
en wi en; and that before the next, Extortion may proceed 
„greater Enortnities, and the Grievance become too heavy 
d be borne. A Man, Sir, muſt always be the beſt Judge 
li own Intentions, and I declare I never had Intention 
leaving this Bill unfiniſh'd, in order to proceed upon 
ether, which, however fond ſome Gentlemen are of it, 
wy perhaps, when carefully examined, not be found of 


Q Importance as they imagine.“ 
can Sinead 
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was upon that Aſſurance that the Motion made by Mr. P 


vis Robert Walpole. cauſe I was not preſent when the honourable Gentlen 
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Several Gentlemen then declared that they appreben 
the Houſe was to proceed upon the Coal Bill till the Ti 
apppointed for the Conference, and that when the Confere 
was over, they were immediately to reſolve into a Cor 
mittee upon the Bill mov'd to be conſidered. At the an 
Time they called loudly upon the Chair to inform the Houf 
if that was not his Meaning? if he did not underſtand that 


teney was retracted ? a 

Mr. Speaker ſeeming unwilling to give any poſitive Deciſi 

Sir Robert Walpole roſe, and ſpoke to the following Purpoſ 
Sir, 


own myſelf a little unfit to ſpeak in this Debate, | 


made the Motion that gave Riſe to it. But, I think, 
neither the honourable Gentleman himſelf who made 
Motion, nor any of his Friends who have ſince given the Ho 
their Senſe of the Matter, have affirmed, that the honourah 
Gentleman who oppoſed the Motion dropt one Word, fre 
which it could be inferred that he ſhould be willing that t 
Houſe ſhould leave the Bill upon which we now are, withe 
compleating it, in order to examine another Bill, only 
eauſe it is ſo much a Favourite of the honourable Gent 
man who made the Motion, that rather than omit a 
Thing that could tend to promote it, he choſe to act in 
Way ſomewhat dark, artful, and ſuſpicious, by moving | 
the Order of the Day at a very unuſual Fime, when by t 
well-known Form of the Houſe, the Preference was to 
given to other Buſineſs. 

This, among Gentlemen, is an uncommon Way of actit 
and like gaining a ſtolen March upon a dreaded Adverſary 

© If, Sir, one Gentleman has a Fondneſs fer a Bill which 
perhaps, coſt him ſome Trouble in preparing and bringing 
the Houſe, ſure it is very reaſonable to indulge another Gent 
man in the ſame Partiality for one that has coſt the Ho 
fo much Time and Trouble in examing, canvaſling, 
amending, as the Bill now under our Confideration has do 

For this Reaſon, Sir, I am for reſuming the Conli 
ration of this Bill, and when we have gone thro' it 
ſhall, with all my Heart, agree to our examining the ot 
Bill, if the Houſe ſhall think proper. In the mean Tv 
Sir, I cannot ſee with what Reaſon the hohourable Gen 
man who made the Motion ſhould accuſe- Gentlemen 
Breach of Faith, Honour, and common Tuſtice, for not 
derſtanding your Words in the very ſame Manner Vv 
himſelf : Nor indeed do F think a Matter of this Importal 
ought to have taken up ſo much of our Time: Nobody 
yoke our going into a Committee upon this Bill; only le 
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| at a convenient Time, without poſtponing other Bu- ae 2 

$ that ought to have the Preference. Therefore, Sir, yIY 

g entirely of Opinion, that we ought to reſume the | 

ger Conſideration of the Bill now before us.” 

Ur. Palteney + 

dir, | 

om what was laſt ſpoken, I can eaſily foreſee the Mr. Pulteacy. 

of the Bill I have now in my Hand : I can diſcern thro? 

te thin Diſguiſes, that ſome Gentlemen have Recourſe 

nean Expedient to hinder us from conſidering a Bill 

of which no Shew of Reaſon or Argument can be ad- 

ged. I hate, Sir, all Expedients, and I diſdain all Mi- 

+ who uſe them. Some Miniſters, Sir, there are, who 

upon, Expedients, and who cannot do their dirty 

x without them. Expedients, Sir, in the Hands of 

* Miniſters, are the Inſtruments of defeating the moſt 

wicial and of promoting the moſt deſtructive Meaſures. 

x Miniſters know, Sir, that the Bill for which I now ſtand 

z 2 Bill that leaves no room for cobweb Negociations, 

muten Treaties, or mock Expeditions for the future; and 

|, Sir, is the Reaſon why this Method is made uſe of to 

nine it. If I had been capable of acting as the ha- 

de Gentleman who ſpoke laſt has ſuggeſted, I might 

r had many Opportunities of taking the Advantage of 

lin Houſe, either to bring in or throw out Bills of the 

et Conſequence, I appeal to every Gentleman who | 

rs me, if it has not been many times in my Power to have 
tin, even upon a Land-Tax Bill, with half a Dozen , 

[ay Friends, and to have thrown it out. But, Sir, I = 

re always diſdained theſe Arts. The Bill, Sir, for which \ 
we laboured, will I hope, recommend itſelf to every = 

aieman who has a juſt Senſe of his Country's Honour ; | | 

f it is decreed that it muſt fall to the Ground, I ſhall at = 

une the Satisfaction of doing my Duty honeſtly as an | 

jidman and a Member of this Houſe. One good Con- 

ce I ama perſuaded will attend it: My Countrymen 

le:rn, by the Fate of it, what they are to expect; they 
Jenn, Sir, whether we are tamely to ſubmit to Inſolence | 

IWppreflions, or to ſeize the Means of redrefling them." | 
Tus Speech put the Houſe into ſome Confuſion, and be · 

perſonally levelled againſt Sir Robert Walpole, he b 

kit proper to make the following Anſwer : , 
dir, | 

Tao the Manner in which the honourable Gentleman gir Robert Was- 

poke laſt delivered himſelf — may well excuſe me 

| ſaying any Thing in anſwer to a Speech fo 

) unparliamentary, and fo very inconſiſtent with all the 

sol common Decency ; yet I think I ought to ſhew ſo | 

a Reoard to the Houle as to declare, that I abhor dirty 4 


Expe- 
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. outwardly affected to deſpiſe ; I know not how far, Sir, 1 


The Chair. 


( 298 ) 

— as much as the honourable Gentleman woul! 

ght to do. As for his — Railing agz 
Minifters, it gives me very little Trouble, ſo long a} 
conſcious I do not deſerve to have it apply'd to me, 
I ambitious of ſhewing my Wit, I might have a fair Opp 
tunity of doing it by raiſing againſt Mock - Patriot 
much as the honourable Gentleman has been 
do againſt corrupt Miniſters, and both "perhaps might 
equally inſtructive to the Houſe. But, Railing of 
Kinds, Sir, has always been look'd upon as the laſt Ex 
dient of diſappointed Ambition, and a poor ient it 
Were I one who for many Years had unſacceſsfully end, 
voured, by all the Arts that Malice and Falſhood could ſ 
geſt, to work myſelf into thoſe Poſts and Dignities th: 


Temper might be iowered, as to make Uſe of ſuch an EN 
dient; but really, Sir, if I did, I ſhould make but a ye 
poor Figure in the World. Why the honourable Gentlen 
ſhould ſuppoſe there was any premeditated Deſign in 
Miniſtry to throw out his favourite Bill, I cannot comp 
hend. I believe every Gentleman here will in his own Mi 
acquit the Miniſtry of any ſuch Deſign, when he reflects up 
the Circumſtance that gave Riſe to this Debate. For f 
Part, Sir, I doubt not but I ſhall be able, without havi 
Recourſe to any other Expedient than Reaſon and Arg 
ment, to ſhew that the Bill for which the honourable Ge 
tleman ſo earneſtly pleads is a very bad Bill; that it is ! 
with a ſpecious Title, but of a deſtructive Tendency. l 
Sir, as it depends principally upon you to clear up the Fa 
that gave Riſe to this Debate, I ſhall take the Liberty 
beg that you would inform the Houſe how the Matter ſtan 
and for my own Part I ſhall very chearfully acquieſce in c 
Deciſion. | 7 
When Sir Robert fat down, the Houſe almoſt una 
mouſly cry'd out the, The Chair! the Chair! Upon wi 
Mr. Speaker ſpoke to the following Effect: 
Gentlemen, 
© I am extremely ſorry that any Thing which fell fr 
me ſhould have given Occaſion to a Debate of this Kit 
and it is a very — Buſineſs to be obliged to e 
my Opinion in the preſent Caſe: However, Gentlemen, 
you call upon me fo loudly, and ſo unanimouſly to do i, 
will, without Regard to any Perſons, or to any Diſtinctiot 


inform the Houſe of my real Sentiments. When I made : 
controverted Propoſal, I thought there was but very little Bl 
do in the Coal Bill, and that it might have been eafily a i 
before the Hour appointed for the Conference; and unde Vo 


I muſt, in juſtice to the honourable Gentleman who n 
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bo ürſt n ———— A Geo. u. 
his Motion upon tion that complied , 

4 the Terms which I propoſed. Theſe Terms were, Ss 3 

x hould, after the Conference was over, immediately go into 

; Committee upon the hon. Gentleman's Bill, As no Objec- 

an was made to what I ſuggeſted, either by the hon. Gentle- 

n who made the laſt Motion, or any of his Friends, did, in- 

bell take it for granted that the Terms of my Propoſal were ac- 

wily agreed to. However, I ſhall be very proud, if what I am 

yy going to ſuggeſt can contribute to make up this Breach. 

The — will probably be over in half an Hour, du- 

in which Time all Proceedings on Buſineſs in this Houſe 

neat a Stand, and Gentlemen may thereby have an 

wity of preparing Matters ſo as to render it eaſy for the 

Houſe to diſpatch the Coal Bill in a very ſhort Time. I 

fall therefore take the Liberty to propoſe, that after Gen · 

teen are returned from the Conference, the Houſe ſhall _ 

woceed for half an Hour upon the Coal-Bill, and then re- 

tlie into a Committee on the other. If the Coal-Bill can- 

xt be diſpatched in half an Hour, I hope Gentlemen will 

te pleaſed to agree with our r and if 

bey will come early, I believe we have Time enough 

fr going through the Coal-Bill, and receiving the Report 

of the other Bill. | 

Upon this Mr. Pulteney roſe and ſpoke to the following 

Purpoſe”, | 

Sir 


* 

Joun the Warmth of my Temper tranſported me, when Mr. Pulteney. 4 | 
[ poke laſt, into ſome Expreſſions, for which I am now 
ery ſorry. But what Man, treated as I was, could have a- 
wided ſome Exceſs. As you, Sir, have been ſo candid as 
binform the Houſe of the Truth of the Matter, and ſo kind 
a propoſe the Method of our Proceeding, I entirely agree 
nth your Propoſal, I hope it is fully underſtood by Gen- 
lemen, and that there will be no Miſtakes about it when 
tte proper Time comes.” | 

There being no Objection made to this Propoſal, the 
Names of the Gentlemen appointed to manage the Confe- 
race were called over, and after they had been gone about 
fan Hour, they returned; upon which every Thing was 
arried on according to what Mr. Speaker had ſaid. 
yy firſt reading the Bill, Sir Robert Walpole ſpoke 
6 lotlows, 

vir, 
*I don't riſe up now to give my N 

before us; I only intend at 

Wt a few Inconveniencies that to me 

Vor. V. O a 


ive to the sir Robert Walpolg 


* 
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ainſt it, which, upon our farther Progreſs, may be w. 
= Conſideration, At the fame Time 1 = — 
to be under great Difficulties. On the one Hand, hou 
J vote for Meaſures, that muſt either inevitably Plunge « 
into an expenſive and an uncertain War, or make the Cor 
cluſion of a ſafe and honourable Peace more difficult, I (1; 
act contrary to my own private Opinion, contrary to ti 
Duty I owe to his Majeſty from the Station J have the He 
nour to poſſeſs in his Councils, and contrary to what I on 
my ountry from the Seat I have in this Houſe. On the 
ther Hand, I am too ſenfible of the many Violences commi 
ted, and Seizures made by the Spaniards, to oppoſe an 
Thing that carries a Probability of contributing to the $ 
tisfaction which is due to our injured Merchants, to the H. 
nour of the Nation, and the Dignity of the Crowy of Britai 
I ſhall therefore take the Liberty to ſtate ſome Difficulti 
that in my Apprehenſion lie againſt paſſing the Bill now by 
fore us. And that I may do it the more diſtinctly, I & 
conſider this Bill as conſiſting of three different Parts, a 
give the Houſe my Thoughts, ſuch as they are, with reg 
to each of them. | 

The Bill, Sir, has, I muſt acknowledge, a l 
Title: It is called, 4 Bill for: the more 3 
Trade of his Majeſty's Subjects in America; but to me it ſeen 
to have a direct Tendency to deſtroy it. By the firſt Clauſe 
Sir, the Property of all Captures made when we come to 
open Rupture with Spain, is to be veſted in the Perſons « 
the Captors. The ſecond Clauſe gives five Pounds to eve 
Sailor in his Majeſty's Navy, who ſhall be on Board a Shi 
of ours, that ſhall take an Enemy's Ship on the open Seas 
And by a third Clauſe his Majeſty is to be impowered t 

nt his Letters Patent, for incorporating Societies for m: 
king Conqueſts of any City, Town, Fort, Lands, Settle 
ments, Factories, &c of the Spaniſh Dominions, and fc 
aſſuring the Property of any Place taken to the Societie 
that may be concerned therein. 

* By the firſt Clauſe I have mentioned, if all the Spanil 
Plate-Ships ſhould be taken by our Fleet on their | 
from, or in the Harbours of America, that immenſe Trea 
ſure becomes the Property of our Officers and Seamen. I be 
lieve, Gentlemen need not to be told that the Spaniards has 
not the Property of one fifth Part of the Riches which a 


yearly brought home in their Plate-Ships ; the far greate 


Part of the Cargo belongs to other Nations, who are 
Friendſhip and Alliance with us. Theſe Riches, Sir, v 
put on Board the Spaniſh Ships, in full Faith and Conſidene 
of our Friendſhip. The Owners of them are no ways eng 


ged in-our Quarrel, nor have we ever received * 
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gy Provocation, - Now, Sir, I ſhall be glad to know how it dung 11 e- 


wald ſound, if upon a Rupture with Spain, the Fleet of 
Fitain ſhould ſeize upon the Wealth of her Friends and Al- 
ls, who had ſhipped it on Board the Spaniſh Ships in the 
ll Faith and Aſſurance of Friendſhip ; and what; muſt be 
he Conſequence of ſuch Seizure, ſhould it, by our paſſing 
isBill,be put out of our Power to make them any Reſtitution. 
« Sir, when I have ſaid all this, I am far from thinking 
tat we are not A ſufficient Match for the Spaniards, or if 
te preſent Differences ſhould come to an open Rupture, that 
x: ſhould not be able to force them ſoon to do us Juſtice, 
Jt give me leave, Sir, to ſay, that I think we are not a 
K:tch for the Spaniards and French too. Every Body knows 
tut the Share which the French have in the Spaniſh Plate 
Ghips is very conſiderable, and this being ſo, there is no 
vom to doubt but as ſoon as it is known at the Court of 
France, that we have a paſs'd a Bill to give to our Officers 
nd Seamen, that Treaſure which ſhe thought ſo well ſecu- 
x by her Friendſhip with us, ſhe will immediately deter- 
nine herſelf with regazd to the Part ſhe is to take in this 
rel; but it is preſumed, that the Determination will 
wt be in our Favour. The Manner in which ſhe will na- 
ally reaſon on our paſſing this Bill, will be thus: © I had 
'reoly'd to ſtand Neuter in this Quarrel betwixt Spain and 
(Britain, as their Differences did not affect my Intereſt. 
' But now the Caſe is altered. I have a very great Property 
'at Stake, and I muſt take effectual Care to ſecure it. This 
' [can only do, either by infeſting the Coaſt of Britain, and 
' thereby torcing her to accept of what Terms I ſhall pleaſe 
'to impoſe, or by ſending out a Squadron of Men of War 
' to protect the Spaniſh Plate Ships.“ In this Manner, Sir, 
de my be aſſured, the Court of France will reaſon ; in one 
tr both of theſe Ways will ſhe naturally act, if we ſhould paſs 
tte preſent Bill into a Law ; and in that Caſe I ſhould not at 
ul be ſurprized to fee the next Spaniſh Plate Fleet come 
tome under a French Convoy. This, Sir, I think, is a 
pudentia] Conſideration, why we ought not, but after ma- 
rely weighing the Conſequences, - to agree to the paſſing 
tus Biil, But there are other Reaſons of a different and a 
tore domeſtick Nature, that ought to make us ſtill more 
curious in every Step we take in this Affair. As the Law 

wendy ſtands, 8 
ntie Time of War in what manner he thinks fit; and 
lere are many Inſtances of this Houſe addreſſing the Prince 
tte Throne to grant them to the Officers and Seamen con- 
Erned in the Captures. Such Grants, Sir, have never been 
fuſed, when ſo apply'd for, and Captures were ſcarce ever 
Merwiſe diſpoſed of. An honourable Gentleman in this 
| Oo 2 Houle 


ir, his Majeſty may diſpoſe of Captures made 
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with Spain, a Letter came from a Duke, 


- jeſty, than they have done 


for the Damages theſe Ships ſhall receive by Storms, by Er 


the States General will be well pleaſed to find ſuch large L 


* 
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Houſe, T believe, if he pleaſes, can inform you that b; 
he commanded a Squadron of our Ships 2 laſt W. 


* 


of State, by which Letter his Majeſty gave up all his Rig 
to ſeveral Spaniſh Ships taken as Prizes in the Mediterranez 
in favour of the Officers and Sailors who took them. An 
Sir, we have not the leaſt Reaſon to fuſpect that our Sean 
would meet with leſs n unger his preſent M; 
1 his Royal Predeceſſorz. 
think therefore it would be very unadviſable to engage 
ſuch Meaſures, as would, perhaps, put it out of 2 
Jeſty's Power to obtain Reparation of our paſt Injuries, « 
Security for our future Commerce. Nor can I ſee, Sir, th 
leaſt Reaſon wby you ſhould put that in your Statu 
Book, which you before had upon your Journals. 
© I ſhall proceed, Sir, to the ſecond Confideration, and 1 hot 
I may, without Offence, be allowed to become an Advyoc: 
for our injured Merchants. I repeat it, Sir, — an Avoca 
for the Merchants ! of whoſe Intereſt, however, I ha 
been miſrepreſented, I am as tender as the warmeſt Friet 
they have. My Concern for them, Sir, is leſt they ſhou 
ſuffer more from us, if we paſs this Bill, chan they ha 
ſuffered from the Spaniſh Guarda Coſta's. I dare fayt 
Honourable Gentleman who brought in the Bill, 40 | 
conſider the Loſs our Merchants may ſuſtain by the d 
they have in the Aſſurance made on the Ca of the 
Plate Ships. There is ſcarce any Nation in Furope whe 
Merchants have not Effects on board the Plate Ships,andwhi 
they do not take care to inſure either with our Merchat 
or the Dutch. Hence it is, Sir, that they become accountal 
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mies, or by other Accidents. 

I will ſuppoſe, Sir, all Commerce to be already brol 
off with the French, by the Meaſures I have demonſtrat 
they muſt naturally take on our paſſing this Bill: But 
our Inſurers be thereby free from indemnifying their Lok 
on our taking the Spaniſh Plate Ships? I be not Si 
but if they were, I may venture to ſay, that the Merci 
of other neighbouring Nations, will have a Claim upon « 
Inſurers for greater Sums, than Their Loſſes by the Spar 
Depredations can amount to. Beſides, Sir, can we ſuppt 


mands made on their Inſurers > The Dutch have certail 
ſuffered much by the Spaniards, tho' perhaps they 
not had ſo many Ships ſeized as we have ; they can 

the ſame Right to Redreſs as we do, and if they pleaſe m 
parſue the ſame Meaſures for obtaining it; but, we il 
they wait the Reſult of our Councils, If the Meaſures 
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il take carry a Probability of procuring Satisfaction for 
+ paſt, and Security for the future, we —— not doll t of 
ir Concurrence and Aſſiſtance; but if we purſue Meaſures 
dich may render the Remedy worſe than the Diſeaſe, © we 
at never imagine that any Nation will determine them- 
tres againſt their own Ihtereſt. | | 28 
I ſhall next proceed to another Argument, drawn, Sir, 
km a Conſideration of the Treatment which our Mer- 
uns now refiding in Spain, and other Places under 
&t Crown, may receive, and of what will be the Fate 
{ill our Ships which ſhall be found in any of its P 
gen it comes ta be known that this Parliament has 
the Bill now before us, What may be the Value of 
x Merchants or Ships in their Ports, I do not pretend to 
hoy; but I believe I may ſafely ſay, that the trading Part 
{this Nation would have Reaſon to regret our taking a 
ky, that would be no ſooner known at the Court of Spain 
xo would no doubt have more early Information of it than 
te Merchants themſelves) than every Shilling of their Ef- 
ts would be ſequeſter'd, and every Ship they have in 
boſe Parts ſeized on. I know, Sir, it may and probably 
nil be objected by ſome Gentlemen, that as this Affair has 
ken long in Agitation, the Merchants by this Time are pre- 
d for the worſt, and have found means to ſecure their Ef- 
tt ſo well in thoſe Parts, as to render it impoſſible for the 
(orernment to diſcover them. But, Sir, though this might 
kdone in a free Country like ours, where the Laws admit 
i Racks or Wheels to extort a Diſcovery of that Kind, 
who can tell what Methods may be uſed in a Country 
nere Liberty is not ſo well underſtood, and whoſe Prince 
zabſolute? There is no Gentleman more zealous for the 
Honour of this Nation than I am, or more ready to concur 
it every Meaſure for aſſerting it: Bat, Sir, we are to re- 
kf, that other Nations may be as tender in that Point as 
are. Thoſe who have Occaſion to be much about the 
ferſons of Princes know very well how jealous they are on 
ws Head, and apt to take Fire at every Thing that ſeems 
d affect their Honour; ſhould we, at the very Time 
Wen his Majeſty has renew'd his prefling Inſtances 
nth the Court of Spain, paſs this Bill into a Law, 
efore we can have any Anſwer from that Court, there 
< — Reaſon to believe, that his Catholic Majeſty will 
ok upon it as the higheſt Indignity that can be offered 
lin, and may proceed to ſuch Extremities as muſt render it 
Upoſſible for us to obtain Satisfaction for our injured Mer- 
Wants any otherwiſe than by War, the Event of which is 
Wmys doubtful. We have already ſtrengthened the Hands 
4 his Majeſty by promiſing to ſtand by Fi in every _ 
ure 


and Unanimity we have already acted in this Affair, it y 


on Foot: But, Sir, the very Reverſe happens to be the C 


clar'd from the Mouths of Cannons, before any formal Decig 
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222 n. ſure he ſhall take for obtaining, a full Hatisſaction for. 
Wcawu 


Loſſe of our Merchants His Majeſty,” in Conſequence 
that Addreſs, has given Orders to his Miniſters at the Co 
of Madrid, to make the ſtrongeſt Inſtances for obtaining 
Satisfaction; and there are very good Grounds to bel 
that when his Catholic Majeſty fees with how much 


be the ſtrongeſt Motive to him for granting it. On 
contrary, ſhould we paſs the preſent Bill into a La 
we muſt make one half of Europe either open Enemies or 
very cold Friends. What will be the Conſequence of th 
but playing the Court of Spain's Game? This is the Thi 
in the World ſhe moſt wants; and though ſhe were othe 
wiſe diſpoſed to give us the deſired Satisfaction, ſhe: 
at leaſt inſiſt upon her Right of ſearching our Ships in the 
Seas; ſhe will inſiſt upon a fuller or; clearer Prof of 
Juſtice of our Merchants Complaints than ſhe can have {re 
this Place: After they are proved ſufficiently to ſatisfy allt 
reſt of the World, ſhe will inſiſt upon our Ships being law 
Prizes, by having on board contraband Goods. This, Se, 
doubt will be her Language, when ſhe finds that ſhe is to 
fupported by other Powers. And then what 0 0 
we have of being redreſs d? But now, Sir, ſhe b 
ſelf, ſhe finds that we are in earneſt, that we are no longer 
be trifled with, and that we are prepared to uſe other Arg 
ments beſides Remonſtrances. In this Situation, Sir, 
will be glad to treat on reaſonable Terms; but in the oth 


the will pretend to dictate. 1 | mt 

* I know very well, Sir, that Bills have paſſed with Clauſi 4 
of this Nature. One, I think, paſſed in the fixth of Oe 
Anne, and I believe that I myſelf voted for it. But, Sir, t tue 
Bill was brought in after the War was begun, when it neaſe 
impoſſible that any of our Friends or Allies ſhould ſuffer Al 
its paſſing, and when no Treaty of Accommodation de 


at preſent. | 
* By this Bill, Sir, all Prizes taken from the Spania 
after the Declaration of War, are to be given to the Office 
and Seamen preſent in the Action. Now, Sir, I think 
will be proper to obſerve, that of late moſt Wars have beend 


ration; and, Sir, it is very probable, that if we are obliged 
come to an open Rupture with Spain, the firſt Declaration 
War made on our Parts will be from theMouth of our Canno 
In this Event, Sir, I ſhould be glad to know of any Gent! 
man, what Time our Allies can have to withdraw their 
ſects? or where the Juſtice will be of our ſeizing them, 


utting it out of our own Power when ſeized, to make 2 
P > . - + +», Reſtitution 
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ie Bill in its preſent Shape, Sir, only fourteen Days are al- 
wed, and if our Ships ſhould after that Time meet with a 
yeniſh Ship it is Prize. For this Reaſon, Sir, I think, in com- 
in Juſtice, we ought at eaſt to give our Allies fair Warning. 
ſis Bill, therefore ſhould not take Effect till areaſona 
ſme after an open Rupture betwixt us and Spain, that our 
lies may know what to expect, in caſe any of their Goods 
found on Spaniſh Bottoms. For, Sir, there is no Doubt, 
den we enter into an actual War with Spain, the French 
xl all other Nations will be very cautious in what Manner 
& truſt their Effects on board the Plate Ships. Beſides, 
© there is another very material Difference betwixt this 
ure, and thoſe wherein Bills have paſſed with Clauſes 
{te like Nature with that under our Conſideration. When 
e iro * l I have laſt mentioned was brought in, both the 
ch and we were in actual War with France, and with 
koreſent King of Spain, in whoſe Hands the Spaniſh A- 
rica then was; ſo that we made no more Enemies than 
tore, nor had we any fewer Friends. The Wealth of the 
nim Weſt-Indies was at that Time the Sinews of the 
ech Power: We knew, if we could once cut off that 
(mmunication, we ſhould diſable him from carrying on the 
ſu, It was therefore a prudent and neceſſary Step in us to 
inte our Seamen by all the Encouragement we could poſ- 
fy give them. But I believe, Sir, no Gentleman will af- 
in that Jun&ture and the preſent to be parallel. 
to the Clauſe for granting Head Money to our Sailors, 
[kok upon it in a very different Light from the former. I 
tak it is extremely proper and reaſonable, that our Sailors, 
tak of a War, ſhould have ſuch an Encouragement, and 
ll be very glad to concur with any Motion for that Pur- 
je. It cannot be expected, Sir, that Men ſhould: en- 
unter Danger without a Proſpect of Reward, or fo boldly 
ie Death for common Wages, I think Frugality in this 
leis very improper, and am in this Point intirely of the 
— with the honourable Gentleman who brought in 
& Bill, . 
I ſhall proceed therefore to the third and laſt Head I 
pole to ſpeak to; namely, the veſting the Property of 
& Flaces which ſhall be taken from the Spaniards, in the 
trons of thoſe who ſhall take them. To this Clauſe, Sir, 
anot aſſent, becauſe I am equally againſt whatever 
y obſtruct the Concluſion of a ſafe and an honourable 
cee, as againſt what may plunge us into an unequal War. 
lere, Sir, there are very tew Inſtances of any _ 
| ing 


pitution ? while at the ſame Time they depend on the n 
rendſhip and Alliance ſubſiſting between them and us. By — — 


7 


WY 


4 v4 Geo. 15. 


Spain; that Prince's Miniſters will inſiſt upon a Reſtituti 


86. I 
ge RO Powers of Europe, b a 
which all Conqueſts of the Territories of either Party mad 
during the Time of the War, were not mutually given uy 
Should we enact ſuch a Clauſe in favour of private Perſons 
and if in Conſequence of that Clauſe any * 
made, we muſt be reduced, when a Treaty is ſet on Foot, 
the Dilemma either of throwing in an i Obſta 
to the Concluſion of a Peace, or of committing an Injuſti 
to private Perſons by depriving them of their Property 
"Tis true,——it is poſſible that theſe Perſons may be fat 
fied with an Equivalent, and it is as true that poſſibly the 2 
may not: But ſuppoſe they ſhould be ſatisfied, it is to . 
preſumed they will make the beſt Bargain for themſchi = 
they can, and infiſt upon Terms which may greatly diſc _- 
cert the Meaſures that the treating Powers might otherwilf 
concur in. This, I fay, muſt very much perplex, if v8” 
utterly break off, any Negociation. It is not to be expel” 
that thoſe Proprietors are to be indemnified by the King 


without having any Regard to the Right of Conqueſt, whit 
eur Subjects may plead, or the Difficulties our Crown 
have to recover theſe Conqueſts to herſelf before ſhe can 
ſtore them. So that, Sir, ſhould we enaR this Clauſe, 2 
do a Thing that muſt at leaſt very much embarraſs all ſutuſ 
Negociations for Peace, or put the Crown to a very gre 
Expence. The Difficulties Sir, that lie againſt this Clau 
are greater, with regard to Spain, than any other Count 
in Europe; ſince it is provided by ſeveral folemn Treatic 
that no Part of the Spaniſh Dominions, as then poſleſſed | itz 
that Crown, ſhall be alienated or diſmembered from | 
Monarchy ; and we know what Uneaſineſs ſhe has given 
in our Poſſeſſion of what we paid ſo dearly for, and wi © 
has been ſo often confirmed.to us. For theſe Reaſons, 
I think that our paſſing this Clauſe would be putting his M 
jeſty to a future Inconvenience, and in ſome Meaſure b be. 
up his Hands from making that ſafe and honourable Pe: 
which we all ſo much deſire. The Crown of Britain has * 
indiſputable Right to make Peace and War, and in my \ : 
inion it is a juſt Right, and advantageous to the Subje 
ut, Sir, we ought to throw no Obſtacles nor Difficult: m1 
the Way, that may diſtreſs the Crown in the Execution * 
this Right, or prevent the Concluſion of à Peace condi 
with the Safety of the Subject and the Honour of his N * 
Y. * 
1 Sir, gone thro' a few of the many On br 
tions to this Bill: I have ſtated my Difficulties, and ſhal 
glad to have them removed. I know, Sir, under what , ry 
advantages I ſpeak, and how ready ſome are, in the pe . 
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ſs, to interpret the Teaft Caution, however teaſonable, a tins tj eo! 
neſs and Indifferthee. > V — 
know how unpopular every Argument is on the Side 
feace ; and I hkewiſe know, that every thing that cbmes 

kt a Miniſter that has a Tendency that Way, is locked 
Whit 2s proceeding from his Fear of a War. I have been 
ky uſed to bear theſe Reflections; but I have always dil- 
mided a Popularity that was not acquired by a hearty 
al for the publick Intereft ; and I have been long enough 
tis Houſe to fee that the moſt ſteady Oppoſers of Popu- 
ny, founded upon any other Views, have lived to receive 
&Thanks of their Country for that Oppoſition. The Ex- 
xience, Sir, of this, has often encouraged me to oppoſe 
lar Meaſures when were wrong, and ſometimes to 
mnote unpopular ones, if they were right. The Ex- 
mence of this, Sir, has made me lay before you my Objec- 
bes with _ to the paſſing the preſent Bill. But at the 
e Time, Sir, I am as much againſt throwing cold Water 
un the Zeal which this Houſe has ſhewn with regard to 
&[nſults offered to our Country, as any Gentleman here: 
ky, Sir, give me leave to ſay, that my own Intereſt is con- 
ened, and, had I no other, is a ſtrong Motive for our do- 
zerery Thing that can procure us juſt Satisfaction. I know, 
* how far Mmiſters are accountable for the Counſels they 
= Sovereigns, and how far this Houſe in former 
mes looked upon them as anſwerable for the Conduct of the 
mereign, and I think, Sir, they ſhould be anſwerable.— Tis 
u mean Excufe for a Miniſter, when any wrong Step is made 
tGovernment, that he is not accountable for the Events of 
llalures that never were adviſed by him, and in which he 
worer· ruled by his Superiors. I have always diſdained 
lee mean Subterfuges; and with what Face can I again 
mear in this Honfe, if fall and ample Satisfaction is not 
we ns, or at leaft, if we don't do our utmoſt to obtain it; 
ter by fair and peaceable Means, or by exerting all our 
ﬀength in caſe a War becomes neceſſary. If my Country 
ould call me to an Account, I would very willingly take 
hen me the Blame of every Step that has been made by the 
dwernment, ſince I had the Honour to enter into the Ad- 
Wiſration, As to the common Notion of a Miniſter's 

afraid to enter into a War, I do not underſtand upon 

Mat it can be grounded. For my Part, I never could 
© any Cauſe, either from Reaſon or my own Experience, 
d imagine that a Miniſter is not as fafe in Time of War, 
en Time of Peace. Nay, Sir, if we are to judge by 
Reaſon alone, it is the Intereſt of a Miniſter, conſcious of 
 Miſmanagement, that there ſhould be a War; becauſe 
Vor. V. Pp by 


Anno 11 Geo. II. 
1718. 


Mr. Pulteney. 
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by a War the Eyes of the publick are diverted from exar 
ning into his Conduct; nor is he accountable for the 
Succeſs of a War, as he is for that of an Adminiſtration. 
I remember, Sir, when I was a young Man, nothi 
ve me a greater Pleaſure than voting for a War w 
rance; I thought that it ſounded well, that it was her 
and for the Glory of my Country. But, Sir, how fa 
in ſome Reſpects have the Conſequences of that W 
juſt and neceſſary as it was, been to Britain? I little drea 
that at this Day we ſhould by Means of that War be proani 
under ſuch a Load of Debts. I little dreamt, Sir, that t 
noble Reſolution the Parliament then made was to coſt us 
dear, or that we were to purchaſe our Glory at an Expen 
which after ſo many Years, would render it extremely incon 
nient for us to enter into any, even the moſt neceſſary, War, | 
which Reaſon, Sir, tho' I am as abſolutely bent upor 
War as any Gentleman, if Satisfaction cannot be obtair 
by other Means; yet I think it would be very imprudent 
this Houſe to take any Steps that may prevent the Con 
ſion of a ſafe and honourable Peace. This Bill, in 
Views I now have of it, muſt be attended with that Effed 
and tho', as I faid before, I ſhall not give it my abſolute 
gative, yet Gentlemen muſt excuſe me, if it does not x 
with my Concurrence till I hear the Reaſons anſwer 
which I have advanced againſt it. 
Several other Speeches were made on this Occaſion, p 
ticularly one by Sir Robert Walpole : But as we have 
ready given the Subſtance of it (ſee Page 283) we it 
proceed to that delivered by Mr. Pulteney, 
Sir, 
This Bill is in every Part ſo evidently calculated 
the Ends propoſed by it, that I am greatly ſurprized that! 
honourable Gentleman who firſt ſpoke againſt it, and w 
by his ſingle Diſapprobation, has raiſed all the Oppolition 
has met with, can ſee the Clauſes he objects to in fo dil 
vantageous a Light. I am perſuaded, if Gentlemen 
ſeriouſly refl on the Deſign and natural Conſequences 
ſuch a Bill, they would have ſpared their Objections. 
principal End, Sir, propoſed by it, is to prevent a W 
and the Way to obtain this End, is by a public Act of 
Legiſlature to make it known to all- the World, that 
have raiſed the Ardour, and encouraged the Hopes of“ 
Seamen ; that we have animated all our Fellow-Sabje 
(in caſe a Peace is refuſed) to diſtreſs the Enemy by feif 
their Wealth and Poſſeſſions, and conſequently diminiſi e t. 
their Power. All the Arguments therefore brought ag 
the Bill, on the Suppoſition that it will tend to puge . 
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„ of precipitating us into a War, this Bill muſt 
nen on a Peace. By it we are aſſiſting the Mi- 
try; we are ſtrengthening their Hands; we are 
ing Weight to their Negociations; we are letting 
in ſee that we are in earneſt to ſecure our Rights by a 
ie and an honourable Peace, or to vindicate them by a vi- 
dus War. In a Word, Sir, if the warmeſt Friend of 
e Miniſtry, — if the honourable Gentleman who fits near 
x, had himſelf been forming Meaſures to procure a Peace, 
&y could not have thought on a more ready and a more 
&tual Expedient than this Bill.” 

When the Bill was committed, they received a few Al- 
etions, particularly the 14 Days, the Time limited for 
te Committment of the Bill from the Declaration of War, 
w prolonged for two Months after ſuch a Declaration, 
{ny ſhould happen: This being the only material Ob- 
tion in the Committee to the Bill, the Queſtion was put 
gen the Bill, as it ſtood amended, and was carried in the 
frmative, with only one Negative, which was that of Sir 
lbert Walpole. The Bill being engroſſed, it was read 
ir a third Time, on the 15th of May: The Queſtion 
ung put, a long Debate aroſe; in which the principal 
jakers, and their Arguments, were as follow. 

Henry Fox Eſq; 


Sir, 


tn of the greateſt Importance; greater perhaps than Gen- 
men commonly apprehend. The Queſtion with me, is 
xt whether ſuch or ſuch Clauſes of the Bill are proper for 
* aſſent; but, whether this is a proper Time for paſſing 
«a Bill. Were we in an actual War with Spain, I don't 
y but that there are ſeveral Clauſes in this Bill, which 
gt very much conduce towards rendering it ſucceſsful 
tour Parts. But, Sir, as his Majeſty has not thought fit 


en "I? beclare that Matters are come to ſuch an Extremity, as to 
enc gg ver it impoſſible to make up Matters without our entering 
. A War, I ſhould th ink it extremely imprudent in us, to 
a Vii that Part of the Royal Prerogative, which in Effect we 
| of e hould we paſs this Bill into a Law, An honourable 


bentleman near me the other Day, I think, prov'd to De- 
wn{tration, that the paſſing of this Bill in any Shape, at 
ws Juncture, muſt greatly alarm, not only the Spaniards 
W the French, but even our moſt favoured Allies. Nay, 
de than that, Sir, our own Merchants, I am afraid, would 
aCaſe of an immediate Rupture with Spain be the greateſt 
eres. This, Sir, muſt happen, not only by the great 
Pp 2 Inſurance, 


War, are drawn from wrong Conclufions. Inſtead Anno * 12 


17 


The Bill now under our Conſideration, is in my Opi- Henry Fox Eg; 
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Ang 1 n. Inſurance, which has in this Country been made upon tho 
LA Eftects, which poſſibly may fall into the Hands of our Pr 
© ** vateers and Ships of War; but by the Concerns they hay 
with the Dutch, the French, and all other European Nation 
Commerce is of a very delicate Nature, and whatever af 
fects tao ſenſibly one part of the trading 1 muſt ne 
ceſſarily affect the whole. Therefore, Sir, I think it woul 
be highly improper for us to paſs a Bill, that muſt give ſu 
2 Shock, as our paſſing this Bill at this Juncture muſt ce 
tainly do. If the Initances of his Majeſty for a fair 
honourable Peace ſhould be ineffeRual, it is very probabliſ 
that ſuch a Bill will be then thought of. But we ought bil 
no means to anticipate the Rupture, by doing any Thin 
that may render it unayoidable. I ſhall not trouble ti 
Houſe 82 at preſent; other Gentlemen, I dare ſay, wil 
ſpeak more fully upon the Queſtion ; but, I thought m 
bare Negative was not ſufficient upon this Occaſion, witholf 
my 28 publickly how heartily I am againſt our paſſa 
this Bill” | 
George Wright Ela; George Wright Eſq; Member for Leiceſter, took notighf 
among ſeveral other Things, that Gentlemen were very ali 
to attribute the Spaniſh Depredations in America, to . 
whole Nation of Spain; that they talk'd as if theſe Dep 
dations had been authorized, or at leaſt approy'd of by ti 
Government of that Kingdom. Whereas, it did not yet a 
pear, that the Government had ſo much as conniv'd at ani 
of them. Nor had the Court of Spain, as yet, refuſed t 
order Reſtitution in any one Caſe, where the Seizure had bed 
made appear to be unjuſt, That there was therefore Room iti 
left for Negotiation ; and that if we could obtain by peaccabil 
Means, the utmoſt we could expect by Force of Arms, he wil 
ſure no Man of common Prudence, unleſs he had ſome oth 
View than that of the Good of his Country, would adviſe 
to provoke the Kingdom of Spain to a War. He faid, | 
hoped he had always ſhewn himſelf as jealous for tl 
Honour of his Country, and as zealous for aſſerting 
upon all Occaſions, as any Man ought to be; but 
on the preſent Occaſion, he muſt needs think, that ti 
Houſe had already ſufficiently teſtified its Zeal for the Hi 
nour of the Nation, and our Concern for the Sufferings « 
our Merchants and Seamen. That they had already ac 
dreſſed his Majeſty, to uſe his utmoſt Endeavours for of 
taining Reparation to our Merchants, and Satisfaction to ti 
Nation. That they had promiſed to ſupport his Majel 
in whatever Meaſures he ſhould find neceſſary for that f 
poſe. That they had even made ſome Proviſion for a Wa 
in Caſe it ſhould be found neceſſary: And that, in Conley 
quence of what they had done, they could make no mo” | 
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de Court of Spain, to inſiſt upon a full and ſpeedy Satis- 

(tion. That their Zeal and Unanimity in the Reſolutions 

key had already come to, would probably open the Eyes of 

te Court of Spain, and produce a laſting and firm Peace. 
john Talbot Eſq; Member for Brecon, ſaid, 

« That, ſuppoſing neither the French nor Dutch had any 
dure in the Spaniſh Plate-Fleets ; yet it was certain, that 
ur own Subjects had always a very conſiderable Share, and 
tat he believed the Engliſh Merchants trading to Spain, 
id return yearly large Sums in Bullion and Spaniſh Coin to 
teir Native Country. |, | 

That as the Law now ſtood, if any other Ships in which 
bey had a Concern, ſhould be taken after the Declaration of 
War, his Majeſty could ſeparate their Share from the Reſt, 
nd return it to them. But that, if that Bill ſhould paſs into 
Law they muſt be ruin d: And for what? For being concern d 
12 Trade, by which they acquired great Riches to their Coun- 
tn, as well as themſelves; which he thought would be a 
not extraordinary Piece of Injuſtice, as well as bad Policy; 
uleſs we had given them timely Warning not to be any 


iber concerned in that Trade.” 
Depr Theſe Arguments were anſyered by Thomas Coſter Eſq; 
by th ne of the Repreſentatives for the City of Briſtol, as 
et ap hllows ; 


Sir, 

When Gentlemen Tpeak of a War between Spain and 
Great-Britain, they are apt to imagine that we ſhall do great 
Damage to our Allies, and our Merchants, and violate the 
Treaties betwixt the two Crowns, in caſe we ſhould paſs this 
bill into a Law. As I have had ſome Opportunities, Sir, 
knowing a little of the Trade between Spain and us; I 
annot help obſerving, that Gentlemen are miſtaken, if they 
magine that it would do either the one or the other. Our 
Merchants, it is true, generally had ſome Share in the Plate- 
feets; but I believe at preſent they have very little. This 
wing to the long Dependance of the Negociations betwixt 
band Spain, and the Backwardneſs of the Court of Madrid 


he HOY © give us the leaſt Satisfaction. This Backwardneſs, Sir, 
ing Oy "etvichſtanding all that has been faid in Favour of that 
ly Cort, was no Secret among our Merchants; and I will ven- 


ure to ſay, Sir, that there is not a Man among them who 
Mows what he is doing, who has not foreſeen a Rupture, 
lieſe two or three Years back, and taken Care to provide for 
tie worſt. As to our Merchants refiding in Spain, Sir, can 


dune made a Weſſb Fnadge. 


any 


ut that his Majeſty had ſent Orders to his Miniſter at due m Ges. 
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Thomas Coſter Eſq; 
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ville apply'd to the Court of Madrid for Redrefs, were treats 
at that Court, they would have expoſed their EffeQs upon P 
ſumption that- no Rupture would enſue? It is now, $ 
ſome Time fince we entered upon the Affairs betwixt Spe 
and us; and I dare ſay, as ſoon as it was but whiſperd 


knno ir Ges. Il any Gentleman imagine that when they ſaw how our Mel 
GARY Chants and Sailors, who in Conſequence of the Treaty of 


Spain, that the Parliament of England had reſolved to lol 


into the Complaints of our Merchants, there is not a M 
there, who had any Effects that were not ſecured before, w 
has not taken Care to ſecure them fince. If any negle& 
to do this, we may conclude that they are Spaniards, that 
they are naturalized there, and don't intend to return. 

© The other Objection that Gentlemen ſeem to have 
this Bill, is, that if we ſhould, after a Declaration of W. 
attack any of the Spaniſh Ships which have the Treaſures 
board, we ſhall violate the Treaties ſubſiſting betwixt us a 
our Allies. It is very true, Sir, that the French, the Dutc 
and ſeveral Nations in Europe, have a good deal of Proper 
on board the Spaniſh Plate-Fleet ; and perhaps, if we ſhou 
take it, it might do them a good deal of Damage. B 


r 


then, Sir, it is as true that if we did take it, there is iſh 


Nation in Europe that could ſay, © You have injur'd 
There is no Nation I ſay in Europe which could compla 


that we had broken our Faith, or our Treaties with then 


The Reaſon of this, Sir, is very plain: All the Trade w 
or any other Nation carry on with the Spaniſh Settlements 


America, is entirely colluſive: It is no leſs certain, that ai 


the Property which we have in the Plate-Fleet, is regiſter 
in Spaniſh Names; and therefore, no other Nation beſid 
the Spaniards themſelves, can claim a Shilling's Worth of 1 
This is poſitively ſtipulated by Treaties ; ſo that, ifin caſeof 
War, the Spaniſh-Plate Fleet were to fall into our Hand 
neither the French nor the Dutch could come to us, and ſa 

* Theſe Goods, or that Money, is ours; and you break ti 
© Law of Nations, you break your Treaties with us, 

you ſhall pretend to detain them.“ Should any Natit 
Sir, talk to us in that Manner, we might fairly put them 
Defiance to prove their Property: I am ſure they could nd 
do it by any Thing, that ſhould appear in the Hands oft 

Maſters or Sailors, or Owners of the Ships taken; becaul 
it is Death, by the Laws of Spain, for them to take a Shi 
ling's Worth of Effects on board, belonging to the Subje 
of any other Crown, or State beſides Spain. Therefo 

Sir, no Nation could prove their Property in the Plate Flee 
and tho' they could, yet we could have no Reaſon to reg 
their Claim, ſince it muſt be founded upon a Breach 
Treaties, among almoſt all the Powers in Europe, 


Colone 
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Colonel Bladen ſpoke next : | 85 411 
Sir, +67 4 | 

There is no Manner of Doubt, but that every Thing, which cada 

te Honourable Gentleman who ſpoke laſt ſaid, is true: 

qu yet, it is a Matter highly worthy of this Houſe to con- 

er, whether we ought at preſent, by obſtinately adhering 

othe Words of Treaties, which I will venture to ſay no 

Nation has ever yet done in this Caſe, to make all the Reſt 

Europe our Enemies. The Benefits which this Nation, 

n particular, receives from that colluſive Trade mentioned 

yy the honourable Gentleman, is ſo great, that the Par- 

lament of Great-Britain has always very cautiouſly avoided 

king any Thing, that might in the leaſt affect it The 

kantards, on the other Hand, for very good Reaſons, have 

draus wink'd at our carrying on that Commerce: They find 

kat they are obliged to have recourſe to the European 

Xtions, for many Commodities, without which they can- 

wt ſubſiſt. Thus a mutual Conveniency begets a mutual 

ll (omivance, and this Houſe was ſo ſenſible of the great Ad- 

unges which aroſe to the Nation in the laſt War, from the 

Wl Commerce with the Spaniſh Settlements in America, that in 

tat very Act which has been ſo often mentioned by Gentle- 

nen, there is an expreſs Clauſe, by which certain Limits, 

ear the Mouth of the Rio de la Hacha, are excepted, by de- 

cring, that no Ships of the Enemy taken within theſe Li- 

nis ought to be looked upon as lawful Prize. What was 

te Reaſon, Sir, of this Exception, but becauſe the Go- 

emment was very ſenſible of the Sweets of ſuch a Com- 

terce? For that Reaſon, they thought it improper to diſ- 

wrage it even in Time of War: And in order to encou- 

rge it they inſerted that Clauſe. The Reaſon, Sir, wh 

te Rio de la Hacha is more particularly excepted, is 3 

« the great Trade which we carried on there; and the 

Inuds practiſed by our Merchants and Seamen in that 

Inde, When an Engliſh Ship came upon the Coaſt, the 

Faiards immediately put off their Boats to enquire, what 

lmmodities ſhe had on board: As ſoon as they learned, 

ley returned to bring Money or Effects to purchaſe our Com- 

dedities ; In the mean Time the Engliſh gave the Watch- 

word to ſome other of their own Ships lying on the ſame 

laſt, or perhaps mann'd out their own Boat, and ordered it 

blie at ſome Diſtance, when the Spaniards ſhould return. 

«me Time after the Spaniards return'd, and commonly 

wught what they wanted at a very dear Rate, paying down 

dy Money, or Effects which would bring Money: But 

«ry no ſooner put off from our Ships, than our People, who _ 

dere ready waiting, immediately clapp'd on board them, 1 

20 firipp'd them of every Thing. Thus one Cargoe 4. 

was 
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was ſo very ſenſible of the re, which this Shynetz ar 


another Part of the Bill, which greatly deferves tlie Attet 


— by 
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Practices gave the Spaniards ſuch Diſguſt, that «they 
fuſed upon any Terms to deal with us; aud che Parlian 


Diſtruſt did to the Trade of the Nation; that the Clauſ 
I mentioned was inſerted. en 

I have been the more full upon this Particular, Sir, 
cauſe Gentlemen, perhaps, are not ſufficientiy aware of t. 
great Conſequence, which this Trade is of to this Natior 
At the fame Time, Sir, I own that as the honourable Ger 
tleman who ſpoke laſt faid, the Trade is colluſive, i 
it is againſt the Letter of the Treaties ſubſiſting betwixt of 
and Spain. But „it is ſuch a Collufion, as this Hou 
has thought t highly in our Favour. Therefore, $; 
I think Gentlemen ought upon this Occafion to conſider hol 
proper it is to paſs a Bill, that may alarm the Spaniards if 
much, even tho' no Rupture ſhould enſue, that it may pt 
an End to all Manner of Commerce. But there is, Si 


tion of this Houſe, arid that is with regard to the Clauſe iii 
this Bill, by which his Majeſty may grant Commiſſions « 
Charters to any Perſons or Societies, to ſeize upon, take, ar 
enjoy as their own Property any Lands, Fortifications, « 
Harbours belonging to the Enemy. This, Sir, is a Cla 
that all the Nations in Europe, ſhould it be paſs d in ti 
Houſe, may think themſelves bound to _— | 

« I know, Sir, it will be faid that ſach a Clan 

fed in the Act of the 6th of Queen Anne; but give n 
E to obſerve, that there is a very great Alteration wit 
regard to the Footing we are now upon with Spain, fro 
what we were upon at the Time when that Law paſſed. Th 
Clauſe at that Time was liable to no Exceptions from 2 
preceding Treaties. The only two Treaties we then he 
with Spain, which a Clauſe of this Kind could any wa 
affect, were thoſe in the Years 1667 and 1670, and th 
is no Proviſion in any of theſe Treaties, that could mal 
the Parliament of England afraid of paſſing an Act wi 
ſach a Clauſe in it. Nay, Sir, this Clauſe was no new Thit 
at that Time; for a Foundation had been laid for it by 0 
of the Articles of the laſt grand Alliance, which was © 
tered into by King William; by which all the Places, whi 
this Nation could conquer from the Crown of Spain in the. 
Indies, were to be annex'd to the Crown of England. This Artic 
was 2 proper Foundation for this Clauſe in the Act of t 
6th of Quaen Anne, for encouraging our Trade to Amenc 
but, give me Leave, Sir, to remark that at that Time, 
the Spaniſh Weſt-Indies was in the Hands of the Frenc 
and this Nation underſtood, that the French King a 


| ( $15) AID LE 7. 
il have been able to hold our as he did, in the long War Aim xt cu. th 
irt the Confederates and him, if it had not been for A, 
te Treaſures he brought from thence. Therefore, neithe: 
de Dutch, the Emperor, nor any of our Allies, were 
alous of our doing a Thing that might diſtreſs the common 
hemy in ſo tender a Point. | | 
But how does the Caſe now ſtand? Why, Sir, by the 
ſraty of Utrecht, particular Care is taken that no Part of 
te Spaniſh Dominions ſhall be alienated ; and all the con- 
ning Powers in the Grand-Alliance are Guarantees 
irthe Obſervance of this Article, Give me leave, for the 
wwe full Conviction of Gentlemen upon this Head, to read 
te Articles of the Treaty of Utrecht betwixt us and Spain, 
lich regard this Stipulation. 
zy the 8th Article it is expreſly ſtipulated, — That 
either the Catholick King, nor any of his Heirs or Suc- 
'eſſors whatſoever, ſhall fell, yield, pawn, transfer, or by 
'wy Means, or under any Name, alienate from them, 
ud the Crown of Spain, to the French, or to any 
aber Nation whatever, any Lands, Dominions, or Ter- 
'ritories, or any Part thereof, belonging to Spain, in 
America. On the contrary, that the Spaniſh Dominions 
_' the Weſt-Indies may be preſerved whole and entire; 
be Queen of Great-Britain engages, that [ſhe will en- 
terour, and give Aſſiſtance to the Spaniards, that the an- 
'tent Limits of their Dominions in the Weſt Indies be 
'rhored, and ſettled as ſtood in the Time of the above 
lad Catholick King, Charles II; if it ſhall appear that they 
ye in any Manner, or under any Pretence, been broken 
into, or leſſened in any Part, fince the Death of the 
"aforeſaid King Charles II.“ Which Article is confirmed 
n enforced, by the firſt ſeparate Article of the ſame Treaty 
I theſe Words. It is further by this ſeparate Ar- 
cle, which ſhall be of the Force, as if it was 
nerted Word for Word in the Treaty, this Day conclu- 
bel between their Royal Majeſties, that fince his Royal 
' (atholick Majeſty is ſteadfaſtly reſolved, and does 
'blemnly promiſe by theſe Preſents, that he will 
ut conſent to any further Alienation of Countries, 
' Provinces, or of any Sort, or wherever fitu- 
ard belonging to the Crown of Spain; her Royal Ma- 
'klty of Great-Britain does likewiſe reciprocally promiſe, 
dat ſhe will perſiſt in thoſe Meaſures and Councils, by 
which ſhe has provided and taken care, that none of the 
Parties in War ſhall reguire or obtain of his Catholick 
'Kvjeſty, that any further Part of the Spaniſh Monarchy 
torn from it ; but that any new Demand of that Kind 
berg made, and the ſame refuſed by his Catholick Majeſty, 
Yor V. Qq ber 


- 


* 11 Geo, U. © her Royal Majeſty of Great-Britain will iffe her Ende, 
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6 wvVvoum, that ſuch Demands ſhall be receded from.“ 


Lori Polwath. 


ſtroying the whole Intention of theſe Articles, eſpeciall 


not? The Trade betwixt us and New Spain, is juſt as mi 
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* Having read theſe Articles, Sir, I ſhall ſubmit it to 
Houſe, how proper it would be for this Houſe to paſs a Bil 
before any War is declared betwixt us and Spain, for de 


before we know how the other Powers of Europe are affec 
ted. Gentlemen ought to conſider, . how thoſe Powe 
we expect to be our Allies, ſhould we go into a War witk 
Spain, will look upon a Step which has a direct T | 
deſtroy one of the principal Articles of the Treaty of U 
trecth. Therefore, Sir, however neceſſary this Bill may þ 
after a War is declared with Spain, I cannot think that aff 
preſent it would be either wiſe, or expedient for this Hou 
to paſs it at preſent.” ——— 

The Right honourable the Lord Polwarth ſpoke, next, i 
Subſtance as tollows : 

Sir, 

I am as ſenſible as any Gentleman in this Houſe can bf 
of the great Advantage, that our Trade with the Spaniard 
in America has brought to this Nation: But, I can by no Man 
ner of Means ſee how the honourable Gentleman who ſpck 
lat, can apply it to this Bill. We are now deliberatin 
whether this Bill ought to be paſſed, in order to convind 
the Spaniards, and all Europe that we are reſolved no longe 
to bear their Inſults and Injuries, Upon what Pretence, Sit 
were theſe Inſults and Injuries committed? Why upon tha 
very Fact which the honourable Gentleman has mentioned 
as a great Advantage to this Nation; I mean our Merchant 
carrying on an illicit Trade with the Spaniards in Americ: 
Yet, Sir, I ſee ſome Gentlemen here who have juſtified th 
Spaniards, in all. their Cruelties, in all their Inſolence 
upon this very Principle, that the Subjects of Great-Britai 
deſerved ſuch Uſage, becauſe they were concerned in th 
Trade. I ſhall however leave theſe Points to be reconcile 
among the honourable Gentlemen's Friends ; but beg Leav 
to take Notice of one or two Things that were thrown out. 

< The honourable Gentleman who ſpoke laſt, faid th: 
in our Trade upon the Coaſt of New Spain mutual Conve 
niency had begot a mutual Connivance ; and, Sir, will 
not always do ſo, whether we are at War with Spain 6 


rohibited by Treaties in Time of Peace, as in Time « 
War; ſo that our paſſing this Bill, won't make the Spaniald 
a Bit more ſhy in trading with us than they were before 
For if no War follows, upon our paſling it, then the Bill h- 
no Effect; and if a War ſhould follow, then they are 
the very ſame Danger as if this Bill had not paſs'd. . 


(217) 8 
Uyjeſty and the Captors; ſo that it can be of no Manner 
{Conſequence to Spain, whether we paſs this Bill or not. 
l the Conſeqences regard our own Seamen; and the Con- 
tration that ought to determine this Houſe, is that it will 
gcourage our Seamen to enter immediately into his Ma- 
ey's Service; and it will likewiſe —— private Adven- 
ners to ſend out Privateers as ſoon as War is declared or 
Hotilities begun. Both which muſt be a greater Advan- 
eat the Commencement of a War, than they can be after 
e War has been for ſome Time carried on, becauſe our 
hemies will then be more upon their Guard, and better 
de to repel an Attack, than they can be ſuppoſed to be 
the Beginning of a Rupture, By encouraging our Sea- 
zen to enter voluntarily into his Majeſty's Service, we ſhall 


1 powerful Squadron in a few Weeks, perhaps in a few 
ys after they have reſolved to begin Hoſtilities, or to de- 
e Warz but we ſhall alſo in a greatMeaſure prevent our being 
diged to have Recourſe to that deſtructive Method of Prei- 
ky, which is ſo inconſiſtent with our Conſtitution, ſo hurt- 


i, | may ſay, the moſt uſeful Part of our People, 
Mr, Pulteney. 


be Ends propoſed by it, that I am greatly ſurprized that 
te honourable Gentleman who firſt ſpoke againſt it, and 
x6, by his ſingle Diſapprobation, has raiſed all the Oppo- 
ſion it has met with, can ſee the Clauſes he objects to in fo 
ikdrantageous a Light. I am perſuaded, if Gentlemen 
ul ſeriouſly reflected on the Deſign and natural Conſequences 
& ſuch a Bill, they would have ſpared their Objections. 
ſte principal End, Sir, propoſed by it, is to prevent a 
Ver, and the Way to obtain this End, is by a publick Act 
i the Legiſlature to make it known to all the World, that 
* have raiſed the Ardour, and encouraged the Hopes of 
ar Seamen 3 that we have animated all our Fellow Subjects 
(a caſe a Peace is refuſed) to diſtreſs the Enemy by ſeizing 
teir Wealth and Poſſeſſions, and conſequently diminiſhin 

er Power. All the Arguments therefore brought n 
le Bill on the Suppoſition that it will tend to plunge us into 


i precipitating us into a War, this Bill muſt haſten on a 
late. By it we are aſſiſting the Miniſtry ; we are ſtrengthening 
fir Hands zwe are giving Weight to their Negociations ; we 
ir letting Spain ſee that we are in earneſt to ſecme our 
Liphts by a ſafe and honourable Peace, or ta vindicate them 
Y vigorous War, In a World, Sir, if the warmeſt Friend 

Q q 2 -Mf 


ar, are drawn from wrong-Concluſions. Inſtead, Sir, 


ee Ships and all their Effects become lawful Prize to his Ame 11 Geo br 
2 


/ 


xt only put it into the Power of our Government, to fit 


ilto our Trade, and fo oppreſſive upon our Seamen, who | 


(This Bill, Sir, is in every Part {9 evidently calculated for Mr. Pulteney 
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have been thrown out on this Occaſion, I muſt beg Leave | | 
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had been forming Meaſures to procure a Peace, the 

not have thought on a more ready and a more al oy 

dient than this Bill. woes nn 
© But, Sir, before I proceed to anſwer the ObjeQions 


. 


remark, that ever fince I had the Honour to fit in this Houſ 
I never ſaw Gentlemen ſo negligent of Parliamentary Duty 
as I have obſerved with regard to their Proceding upon th 
Bill. It is always the Cuſtom to conſider a Bil When 

comes into a Committee, and if the Objections that lie again 
it, are too weighty to be got over, the Bill is then throw 
out, and the Houſe has no further Trouble; but if the Ot 
jections are of ſuch a Nature, as to be remov'd by maki 
Amendments to the Bill, it is our Duty, Sir, to 
theſe Objections before the Houſe in the Committee, t 
the proper Alterations may be made. If no further Objet 
tions are made when the Bill and Amendments are report b 


it has always been look'd upon as having the Senſe of U 


Houſe for it, and receiving a tacit Approbation. The chi ch 
Objection, Sir, made to this Bill, (and indeed it is the onl 
Objection of any Weight I have yet heard againſt it) w; 
that as at firſt intended, it. did not give our Alli Our: 
a ſufficient Time for withdrawing their out of tt 
Spaniſh Ships: But ſo unwilling, Sir, were the Friends 
this Bill to leave the leaſt Obſtacle to a Meaſure, which 
their Apprehenſion was not only proper but neceſſary, t 
in the Committee they remov'd that Objection, (tho' Ido thi 
it was very ill founded,) by — the Term from which 
Bill is to take place, to be two Months after the commeno 
mencement of Hoſtilities, or the Declaration of War. I 
being done, it might be preſumed, to the Satisfaction of ti 
Objectors, only one ſlight Negative being given to the Repo 
from the Committee, the ſtrenuous Oppoſition ſtill made, 
the more unexpected in this Houſe, becauſe” the Bill now c 
neither wound the Honour, nor affect the Intereſt, of « 
Allies, thoſe favourite Topics ſo warmly infiſted on ar 
eſpouſed by the honourable Gentleman, 
Having ſaid this by the way, Sir, I ſhall now beg 
to conſider the Weight of thoſe Objections, which, 
the honourable Gentleman's Opinion, and that of tio | 
Gentlemen who have ſpoke on his Side, lie againſt Mr! 
Bill; and when I have anſwered theſe, as I hope I ſhah 
be fully able to do, I make no doubt but the hon 
able Gentleman will keep his Word, and be open to Cat 
viction. I hope I may be indulg'd if I ſhall repeat ſameP 


* Only 14 Days were propoſed at . 
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chat has been taken notice of; eſpecially fince 

te many Gentlemen who were abſent when the Bill 

in the Commuttee, and who poſhbly may not be fully 

&rm'd of what then paſſed. It is natural, Sir, for ever 

in to wiſh another of the ſame Sentiments with himſelf, 

2s I cannot concur with the honourable Gentlemen in 
xr Opinion, I ſhall, endeayour to convince them of the 
L:ſonableneſs of mine. | 
beg Leave to obſerve in the firſt Place, that the hon- 
able Gentleman, in this whole Affair, has ſhewn a great 
louſy for the Honour of Spain: But, in the mean time, 
he not been too forgetful of the Honour of Britain ? He 
þ taken it for granted that we are now at Peace with 
un: He and his Friends have all along reaſoned upon 
& Suppoſition; they have drawn Conſequences from it, and 
gn this Suppoſition, they have grounded their Negatives 
te Bill. But, Sir, give me Leave to ſay, that the War 
ks been long begun; that many Blows have been received, 
uch it is now Time to return, We have, Sir, to a me- 
kcholy Degree of Certainty, heard how the moſt uſeful 
dy in the Nation has not only been inſulted, plundered, 
ul impriſoned, but tortured and maimed in cold Blood. 
lurages ! not to be juſtified in the Heat of War, and which 


mother. But, Sir, we have not heard of any Satisfac- 
kn offered on the Part of Spain; we have not heard 
that Court's diſowning the Proceedings of any one of their 
wernors 3 we have not heard of their altering that unjuſt, 
al, and barbarous Method of Tryal in Spain, by which 
t Countrymen, who fall into their Hands, are deprived 
[all Means of making their Defence, We have not yet 
zrd of any of theſe Governors being called to Account for 
ke oppreſſive and cruel Meaſures ; but, on the contrary, 
have ſeen their Cruelties recommend them to Favour, 
kd their Inſolence incouraged by Rewards. This, Sir, give 
Leave to ſay, is a direct Proof of the Approbation of the 
fiſh Court, The Practice is conſiſtent enough with her 
rent Maxims, with her Claim of ſearching our Ships, 
kd her uſurp'd Authority in the American Seas. The 
Ianer, Sir, in which they treat the Britiſh Subjects, 
bo have been reduced to the Neceſſity of waiting 
er Deciſions, is as barbarous as their Pretexts are un- 
N. The firſt Thing that is done after their Perſons are 
wpriſoned, is to ſequeſter their Effects, and deſtroy their 
res. Thus they are at once depriv'd of all Poſſibility of 
king any Defence, even ſuppoſe they were to plead be- 
r an indifferent Judge: But it is not hard to gueſs what 
Ade their Fate in a Queſtion of Property, 3 


Law of Nations will not allow Enemies to practiſe on 
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choly Accounts of their Treatment. Theſe Accounts ma 


It appears to me, that the Court of France would be 


W e 
is a Party. I have but lightly, Sir, touck'd m 
} e Matters of Fa; The Ran 6 rs. rewar fre 


the Mouths of the unhappy Sufferers themſelves, the me 


Sir, (I was pleaſed to ſee it) a ſuitable Impreſſion upon 
Mind of every Gentleman who heard them; and I dare f 
are ſtill ſo freſh in his Imagination, that the Idea need 
be revived. The Reaſon, Sir, why I. have touched ur 
them atall, is, to prove what I have already advanced; t 
Spain has long been in a Stateof a War with us; tho 
Gentlemen have chiefly inſiſted upon the Injuſtice of attack 
her in the Time of Peace. But, Sir, if this be Peace; I wo 
ladly know what is Hoſtility ? Have we not lived, Sir, 
ee the Spaniards inſult us in the very Seas of which we « 
ourſelves Maſters? Have we not lived to ſee the Subjects 
Britain made Slaves by a People of whom they were once 
Terror? Have we not liv'd to ſee the Britiſh Flag, one 
Protection to our Merchants, become to Foreigners an ( 
ject of Scorn, and to our Fellow Subjects DeſtruQion ? 
theſe are Facts but too certain, can any one doubt hut that Sp, 
conſiders us as Enemies? Or can we deliberate a Moment w 
Meaſures we are to take? The hon. Gentleman was plea 
to expreſs ſome Reſentment againſt falling in with popularM 
ſures. For my Share, I think popular Meaſures are probal 
right Meaſures, becauſe their being popular proves them 
be agreeable to the general Senſe of Mankind. This, 8 
think, is a juſt Way of forming a Judgment in Caſes 
plain as the preſent : For there is no Occaſion, Sir, fc 
Man to be acquainted with Myſteries of State, or theSec 
of Government, in order to know that Injuſtice is to 
redreſſed, and the Freedom of Commerce to be 
cured. 1 
I come now to examine that Argument upon whi 
the _ honourable Gentleman lays fo much Streſs ; I me: 
Sir, the Manner in which France would determi 
herſelf, ſhould the preſent Bill paſs into a Law. 
honourable Gentleman has been pleaſed to tell us how, 
his Opinion, France would reaſon upon ſuch a Step. k 
Sir, the Affair appears to me with a quite different F: 
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from hazarding the great Share of that Property ſhe:has . 
the Plate Ships, by taking the Part of Spain in this 
She knows, or we ought to let her know, Sir, that we-ha 
been barbarouſly — injuriouſly uſed by the Spanian 
She is too well informed of what paſſes here, not to Knd 
that there is without Doors an unanimous Spirit of Reſet 
ment and, Revenge. The preſent Bill, Sir, will let her! 
that this Houſe is in the ſame Diſpoſition, She knows * 
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; and as ſhe knows all this, Sir, can it ever be fi 
hat ſhe will act ſo inconſiſtently with her uſual Politicks, 
pleave to War what ſhe — by Negociation ? She 
ws, Sir, that her naval Force, even when joined with 


we exert our Force; and this Bill ſhews her that 
hall exert it. What then will be her next Step ? Not a 


ther be juſt nor prudent. The wiſeſt and moſt obvious 
pſhe can take is to apply to the Court of Spain, — * You 
yrong'd the Britiſh Subjects, ſays ſhe, you have inſul - 
{ind plunder'd their Merchants, till the national Reſent- 
at is now*awakened ; all Parties and all- of Men 
tat Country concur in the Reſolution of taking a ſevere 
renge, or obtaining an ample Satisfaction. You are 
xy no Match for Britain, nor is my Fleet in a Condition 
zi you. But though it were otherwiſe, there is no Rea- 
that I ſhould put myſelf to Expences to ſupport your In- 
ce, or to fight your Quarrels. My Property on board 
x Plate-Ships. is very large; it runs a great Hazard, if 
2 we ſuffer a War to break out. I have no room to hope 
after the War is over I ſhall recover my Loſſes, as uſual, 
Negociation, You know the Parliament of Britain has 
6d a Bill, that puts it out of their own Power to reſtore 
t of the Wealth that ſhall be taken by their Fleets, No- 
ty therefore remains, but that you give the Satisfaction ſo 
ly required, and that Security for their future Commerce 
mich you are obliged by ſo many Treaties.” —— This, 
„ think, and not what Gentlemen have ſuggeſted, will 
the Language of France, if we paſs this Bill. And, Sir, 
lobſery d before, it is impoſſible to contrive any Bill that can 
then the Hands of our Miniſters more, or give a greater, 
aht to their Negociations. Kings, Sir, I believe, when 
are rightly informed, are as honeſt as other Men, and 
A make as true a Judgment of their own Intereſt. France 
U find it for her Advantage to lay before the Court of 


. un the true State of the Differences betwixt us. She will 
nt Fa bim plainly, how we have been wronged; ſhe will tell 
d be a, that our Demands of Satisfaction are ſupported by Juſ- 

t; and that his own Intereſt requires a Compliance; ſince 


lefulal muſt involve him in a War, to which he is not e- 
kl, and for which he is unprepared. Can we imagine that 
* Court of Madrid would be deaf to ſuch Arguments as 
te? Or can we ſuggeſt to ourſelves any one Advantage 
t Miniſtry can expect to obtain, by expoſing their Coun- 
oa War in defence of unjuſtifiable Meaſures ? Thus, 
, France will indeed become a Party in this Quarrel ; but 

8 


— 


of Spain, will ſtill be inferior to ours, ided 


jon of War with this Nation; ſuch a Proceedure would 


both” the Houſes have already come to on this . 1. . 1h 
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her Conduct by Juſtice, Policy, or comme 
Senſe, ſhe will not declare for Spain; nor can the Pali 
this Bill have the Effect apprehended by the 
ntleman. | * ö 

But, Sir, ſetting aſide all theſe Conſiderations, we ſt 
ſuppoſe that France is abſolutely reſolved, at all Event, 
ſupport Spain. Woe ſhall ſuppoſe that Spain is obf 
nate in her Refuſal to do us Juſtice; that ſhe is dete 
mined to inſiſt upon her Right to ſearch our Shit 
and to detain the Effects of our Merchant 
In fhort, Sir, we ſhall ſuppoſe that the Court of Fra 
ſees this Aﬀair in the very Light that the honourable Ge 
tleman has mentioned. But is not this a fatal, is it not 
eternal Argument againſt reſenting any future Injuries fro 
Spain, where the Court of France ſhall pleaſe to i 
This Argument, Sir, will hold equally good at all Time 
and I ſhould be obliged to any Gentleman who could menti 
a Caſe, in which, if any Power of Europe ſhould differ y 
us, the Court of France might not equally oblige us to 
cede from our Rights. I ſhall readily grant, Sir, ,a Dif 
rence may poſſibly ariſe betwixt us and other Powers, 
that it may be the Intereſt of France to ſtand neuter till 
have ſufficiently weaken'd one another. But give me Le: 
to ſay, Sir, that if we reaſon from the 'Topics the honou 
ble Gentleman was pleaſed to make uſe of, this can ne 
be the Caſe with reſpect to Spain, becauſe there never c 
be a Time in which Spain will not have the ſame Prope 
in the Plate-Shipsas ſhe has at preſent: And conſequently th 


can be no Time in which we ſhall be able to redreſs ourſeſ 
without her Leave. I appeal to every Gentleman that he ct 
me, if this be not the natural Conſequence of this Argun n 
Had the honourable Gentleman carried it as far as it wo de⸗ 
go, he would have told us in direct Terms, Your Seam ee 
are to be inſlaved, your Merchants plundered, and q 
Trade ruined, becauſe if you take one Step to prevent el 
France will interpoſe. You have indeed fine Poſſeſſiom WW 
America; you have an extenſive Commerce, and flouriſſi D 
ing Colonies, which may contribute greatly to the Ric 
of this Country, if France pleaſes to permit it. You al '0 
received the moſt infamous Treatment, and the Honour 0 
your Country has been wounded by a long Tract of In * 
and Inſults; there is now a fair Opportuni put into c * 
Hands of being revenged. Ves, you may, if France plea n: 
In ſhort, if ſhe pleaſe not to interpoſe in favour of Sp: ch 
you may be ſecure againſt all future Interruptions of yall", 
Commerce.” This is a Doctrine, Sir, which I never be — 


to hear publickly avowed in this Houſe; and what! 
Auences it may have in other Places, I ſhall never w 
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ur Maxim to command Juſtice where we are denied it : 
We have no Need of Allies to enable us to do this; the Sto- 
1 of Jenkins will raiſe Voluntiers. We have already ena- 
Ned his Majeſty, if War becomes neceſſary, to proſecute 
{with Vigour; and if Peace ſhall be more eligible, our 
ſing the preſent Bill is the readieſt Way for us 
v procure one that will be ſafe, laſting, and honoura- 
ble * 


Give me Leave, Sir, to obſerve, beſides the Conſidera- 
jon I have already mentioned, one Advantage that muſt ac- 
me to the Nation by our paſſing the preſent Bill. Any 
Man who takes a View of our Conduct for ſome Years paſt, 
n never be at a Loſs to diſcover by what Means our Neigh- 
hours have made ſuch a Progreſs in the Art of Navigation. 
fe will eaſily ſee that it was owing to the many Diſappoint- 
nents which our Sailors received by the Fluctuation of our 
(ouncils at Home. Fleets were equipp'd here at great Ex- 
ences, a vaſt Parade was made, and our Sailors Hopes of 
miching themſelves, by what they ſhould take from the 
remies of their Country, we wound up to the higheſt Pitch: 
There is no Wonder, Sir, if, when theſe Hopes were diſap- 
vinted, they entered into the Service of other Countries, where 
lie Encouragement that foreign Princes wiſely give them {ill 
ktins them. Our paſſing this Bill is, perhaps, the only Way 
recovering them to our Service. They will now ſee that we 
kign more than en empty Show, or mock Expedition, that 
tur Reſolutions of Vengeance are fix'd, and that it is 
ww out of the Power of any Miniſter to defeat their Ex- 


trive their Love for their Country, and they will ſay to 
ne another, in their plain and honeft Language, We now 
' ke that our great Men at Home are in earneſt ; they have 
' paſſed a Bill that will give us an Opportunity to repay our- 
' ſelves, with Advantage, for the many Loſſes and Inſults 
'we have received from the Spaniards, and for the many 
' Dilappointments we have met with at Home. Let us 
' now return to the Service of our Country : Let us lay 
bold of this Opportunity of making ourſelves rich at the 
' Expence of the natural Enemies of us and our Nation. For 
ny Part, ſays one, I never would have entered into any 
' other Service; had I not met with ſo many Diſappoint- 
' ments in Britain; and ſince Things are ſo and fo, I ſhall 
' uſe rather to ſerve there than any where elſe.” — Thus, 
ir, our paſſing the preſent Bill is a neceſſary Step for us to 
cke, in order to recover our induſtrious Seamen from foreign 
ito his Majeſty's Service. This ſeems the only Expedient 
by which this important End can probably be obtained. 

Vol. V. R r Thereby, 


eftations. This, Sir, will give them new Spirits; it will 


bie it adopted here. 1 hope, Sir, it will always be g, g= 
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n Thereby, Sir, we ſhall gain a double Advantage; we tha) 


deprive our Neighbours of the Means that have enables 
them ſo long to rival us in our Trade and Navigation 
and we ſhall increaſe the naval, that is, the real Force of 
this Iſland : In ſhort, Sir, were this Bill to anſwer no othe 
End beſides re-inſpiring our brave Sailors with a Confidence 
in thoſe who have the Direction of our Affairs, I think tha 
ſingle Conſideration ought to outweigh any petty Objection 
which however will vaniſh of themſelves, becauſe, Sir, while 
his Majeſty is poſſeſſed of the Hearts of the Sailors, he wil 
be able to maintain both the Dignity of his Crown, and Free 
dom of Commerce to his Subjects. | 
© The honourable Gentleman, Sir, who fits near me, be 
expreſſed himſelf with great Tenderneſs and Regard tow: 
our Merchants: I wiſh, Sir, they may find him, and ever 
Gentleman who has the Honour to act in the Adminiſtraf 
tion, their Friends. I am ſure they deſerve all the Friend 
ſhip the Miniſtry can ſhew, and all the Encouragement and 
Protection the Legiſlature can give. I beg leave to fay, Sir 
it is owing to the Commerce they carry on, that -under 
Load of unnumber'd Taxes, and amidit all the Diſcourage 


ments of Induſtry, we are yet able to ſupply the Exigencie Tl 
of Government, that we are yet able to preſerve the Remai job 
of that Influence which this Crown had once over the Con 
cils of the reſt of Europe, and that we can yet ſay that ther — 
is one Body of Men amongſt us independant. But, Sir, ho f 
long can our Merchants preſerve that Independency, if thei * 
Rights are not duly and vigorouſly maintained by that 60. * 
vernment to the Support of which they ſo largely contri * 
bute? If they are left naked and defenceleſs by thoſe wh * 
ought to be the Guardians of our Commerce, they muſt o K 
Neceſſity become the Prey of every petty State. I need nol * 
call in diſtant Facts, or recur to Hiſtory for this melancholy 1 
Truth. I am afraid all the late Inſults offered them Abroad i =» 
are the Conſequences of a viſible Neglect of their Interelli on 
at Home. And from what has been, we may eaſily colleC i = 
what will be the Conſequence of this Conduct: We have al a 
ready been inſulted by our Enemies; we ſhall ſoon be de 1 
ſpiſed by our Allies; we ſhall be conſidered as a Natio < * 
without Rights, or, what is the ſame, without Power to a wy 
ſertthem. This, Sir, muſt be our Fate, unleſs we vigoß nfo 
rouſly reſent the Injuries of our Merchants, unleſs we requir "ey 
and command a Reparation for their paſt Sufferings, and un 
ſufficient Security from future Inſults ; and unleſs, by a Con hoe 


duct reſolute, and worthy of the Britiſh Name, we reſtore 
our naval Flag to its antient Reputation, 
* Having mentioned the Britiſh Flag, give me leave 
to ſay, Sir, that we ought not to ſuffer our . 
0 1 ” 
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ifpute that Point, either from their own Conſtructions of 
Treaties, from any former Precedents, or from any late pa- 
eck Forbearance. I believe, Sir, it is needleſs er me to 
plain in this Place my Thoughts more fully on this tender 
Print ; every Gentleman who has heard of ſome late Tran- 
tions muſt know what I mean. All the Uſe I would 
ue of it, is to put Gentlemen in Mind, that by giving up 
be Honour of the Flag, we give up the Safety of our Com- 
nerce ; and, that by giving up our Commerce, we betray 
ke Intereft of our Country. If the Inſolence of any of our 
Neighbours has encroahed upon the Honour of our Flag, 
E calling it in Queſtion, or by any actual Inſults, it 
zour Duty to paſs this Bill, that they may be convinced of 
n Reſolution, not only to aſcertain our Rights of Naviga- 
jon in theſe Seas, but to vindicate the Honour of our Flag 
troughout the World. | 
I ſhall now examine the Conſequences of the Arguments 
mduced in Oppoſition to this Bill. It is alledged, that if 
ines, the Wealth of our Allies may be ſeized without a 
WT foſibily of making Reſtitution. Now, Sir, I ſhall ſuppoſe 
Thing that 1 believe no Gentleman can deny to be very 
wobable : If we reſolve upon procuring to our Merchants a 
ſeparation of their paſt, and a Security againſt future In- 
wes, we ſhall be at laſt obliged to enter into a War. What 
kt are we then to act? Are we not to diſtreſs Spain in 
ger Branch of her Commerce? And ſhall we not moſt diſtreſs 
er by intercepting her Plate Ships, and ſeizing that Trea- 
ire to which ſhe owes all her Power and all her Influence? 
That Influence by which we are awed, and that Power by 
mich we are oppreſſed ? But, Sir, according to ſome Gen- 
lemen's Way of reaſoning, this cannot be done. For if we 
we the Spaniſh Plate-Fleet, we muſt refund to our Allies 
matever belongs to them. Now, Sir, I appeal to every 
bentleman who has been a Commander of a Ship, or is con- 
ſerlant in theſe Affairs, if he would not be very cautious 
oy he attacks any Ship for whoſe Cargo he muſt be ac- 
wuntable? Do Gentlemen think it eaſy for an Admiral of 
fleet, or a Captain of a Ship, to repreſs the Ardour of 
lieir Men when fluſhed with Succeſs, and perhaps irritated 
5 Refiſtance ? Will not Reaſon, even without Experience, 
norm us, that no Authority, no Exactneſs of Diſcipline, 
a hinder the Sailors from plundering or deſtroying ? The 
text Step, Sir, to be taken, is not, as uſual, to adjud 
loſe Captures to be lawful Prizes, but only ſo much of the 
o as belongs to our Enemies; for our Allies, it ſeems, 
to bring in their Claim upon us for the Remainder ; and 
bey may perhaps be prevailed upon, without any great 
Dificulty, by Spain, to extend their Claim to the whole 
| Rr 2 Ship, 
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Ship, when perhaps Half is already diſpoſed of by the 8. 
lors amongſt themſelves, or to pay the Fees at a Prize OM 
fice ( WSN 


But, without ſuppoſing any indirect Confederacy bety 
our Enemies and Allies, let us only remember that { 
Gentlemen have aſſerted, that not a Fifth, and others I be 
lieve more rightly, that not a tenth Part of the Cargo of ti 
Plate Ships belongs to the Spaniards. Now I am informed 
by Gentlemen that are no Strangers to theſe Aﬀairs, that 
is impoſſible for a Commander to prevent more than even 
Fifth Part from being ſccreted by their Crews. I think t 


Gentleman appealed to by my honourable Friend who f IT 
near me, has told us, that himſelf was brought in a Debto 0 
upon a Prize he took, and I am ſure no Officer can prete ith 
to more Authority and Wiſdom than himſelf. Can we the 0 
ſoppoſe that an Officer will fo far ſacrifice his own Intereſt I cb 
publick Spirit, as to attack the Plate Ships of Spain? Mae 
we not more reaſonably believe that he will avoid all C 0 
ſions of falling in with them, than that he will purchaſe 1 
barren Reputation by the Ruin of his Family ? Should 1 
go to War upon theſe Maxims, we ſhould at leaſt ſet a th 
Nations an un heard-of Example of Temper and Forbea 'un 
ance ; ſince, though we had the Wealth of Spain in oe 
Power, the Seizure of which muſt render them Bankrupt :n 
both amongſt themſelves and to their Neighbours, we ſha 
regard it as a Treaſure ſacred and inviolable ; while they a by 
at full Liberty to ruin our Trade, to diſtreſs our Colonies, Uk: 
inſult our Flag, and to enſlave our Fellow Subjects. Wi 20 
not theſe be the Effects of rejecting this Bill upon ti : 
Grounds which the honourable * and his Friend N 
have ſuggeſted? Have the hon. Gemtleman and his Frien r. 
Propoſed any Means to prevent them? I am ſure if they haꝗ a 
or if they yet ſhall propoſe any ſuch Meaſures, I am as read tire 
to concur with them as any Gentleman in this Houle. un 

Hitherto, Sir, I have reaſoned upon the Suppoſition th. 
the French having a large Share and Property in theſe Pla by 
Ships. And TI ſhall readily agree that it is greatly the I ben 
tereſt of their Merchants that theſe Ships may be unmoleſteQ th 
But that they have a. Property or a Share in them, though the 
may paſs very well among private Traders, is not a LH Cn 
guage to be either uſed or underſtood by treating Power N 
We are, in a national Controverſy, to allow of no Proper ttey 
or Shares but what are agreeable to the Treaties ſubſiſting vn te 
twixt our Crown and the Crown. of Spain, which has ca non 
preſly precluded the French from trading to the Spaniſh Well alli 
Indies; the "Treaties betwixt our Crown and the Crown ie 
France have no leſs precluded any ſuch Trade. The ag; 
Clauſe of the fixth Article of the Treaty of Utrecht bi bile 
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yant, to Spain, and the Spaniſh Weſt-Indies, other than 
nat was practiſed there in the Reign of Charles II. or than 
tat ſhall likewiſe be fully given and granted at the fame 
ſine to other Nations and People concerned in Trade. And, 
. the Words of the eighth Article of that Treaty, are fo 
il and expreſs, on this Head, that I ſhall make no Apo- 
wy for reading them. | 

And whereas, among other Conditions of the general 
\Peace, it is by common Conſent eſtabliſhed as a chief and 
fundamental Rule, that the Exerciſe of Navigation and 
commerce to the Spaniſh Weſt-Indies, ſhould remain in 
'the ſame State it was in the Time of the aforeſaid 
Charles II. That therefore this Rule may hereafter be 
chſerved with inviolable Faith, and in a Manner never to 
e broken, and thereby all Cauſes of Diſtruſt and Suſpicion 
'oncerning that Matter may be prevented and removed, 
'tis efpecially agreed and concluded, that no Licence, nor 
y Permiſſion at all, ſhall at any Time be given, either to 


5 de French, or to any Nation whatever, in any Name, or 
rbea er any Pretence, directly or indirectly, to fail to, 
in 0 'taffick in, or introduce Slaves, Goods, Merchandizes, or 
crupt in; Thing whatſoever, into the Dominions ſubject to the 


Crown of Spain in America, except what may be agreed 
'by the Treaty or Treaties of Commerce aforeſaid, and the 
Rights and Privileges granted in certain Conventions, com- 
'monly called the Aſſiento for Negroes, whereof Mention 
's made in the 12th Article." x 

© Theſe are the Words of the Treaty; and Words more 
apreſs there cannot be. Now, Sir, there never was a 
lreaty betwixt Spain and any other Nation, by which Spain 
ze them a Right to import a ſingle Piece of Eight in their 
wn Names; and to this Day every Piece that is imported 
nthe Name of any other Merchants beſides thoſe of Spain, 
sby the Law of Spain confiſcated to the King. This has 
en already very well ſpoke to by an honourable Gentleman 
n this Debate, who is himſelf engaged in Trade. But, Sir, 
#the Alteration that has been made in the preſent Bill by the 
Lmmittee, makes it impoſſible for the French, or any 
ation except Spain, to ſuffer by our Proceedings, becauſe 
bey will have Time to withdraw their Effects; I conceive 
te Force of the Argument againſt this Bill, that is built 
nn the Prejudice which it may do, with regard to our 
Allies, falls to the Ground. This Conceſſion, this Regard 
ich we have ſhewn for the Intereſt of our Allies, muſt, 
they have either Candour or Gratitude, make them ſen- 
le bow tender we are of their Intereſt, and how unwilling 
to 


B heteaſter exiden ing to attain or to accept * it 1. 
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Wa 


them in Spaniſh Veſſels. Theſe are ſome of the good Cor 
ſequences that may perhaps attend the Amendment that h; 
been made, tho' I think there was little Occaſion for it 
and I believe, I have now demonſtrated that we were not o 
liged in Juſtice to make any ſuch Amendment, or to 
the Riches on board theſe Ships as the Property of an 
People except Spaniards. | 

I ſhall next, Sir, conſider what was ſaid by the he 
Rourable Gentleman with regard to the Loſs that our Me 
chants muſt ſuſtain by inſuring theſe Effects. Every Ger 
tleman, who is converſant in Trade, knows very well he 
great the 1;fFerence is betwixt inſuring upon a Cargo, a 
inſuring upon a Bottom. As the Inſurance in theſe Caſe 
with our Merchants, is upon Bottomry, and not upoli 
. Cargoes; if I am rightly informed, our Merchants Share 
if the Plate Ships ſhould be ſeized, would be very inconſſ 
derable. As to the Difficulties in which our Merchants w 
trade to Spain might be involved by this Bill, they are now pro 
vided againſt by the Clauſe inſerted by the Committee, whi 
gives them an Opportunity of putting their Effects out oft 
Reach of the Spaniſh Government; tho? I believe, eve 
this Alteration was hardly neceſſary, becauſe they mull 
from the Conduct of the Court of Spain, have long ſee 
this Cloud gathering, and we muſt ſuppoſe them loſt in Stu 
Pidity, if they have not provided for the worſt. Nor can 
find the leaſt Reaſon for imagining that a Diſcovery of thet 
Effects will be acquired by Torture, becauſe a Proceedi 
ſo entirely unheard-of, fo horrid in its Nature, and fo co 
trary to the Law of Nations and of Arms, will fill the wholl 
World with Reſentment and Deteſtation, and load the A 
thors with ſuch a general and laſting Odium, as the Wealt 
they might hope to gain cannot countervail, But, Sir, be 
caule every Gentleman cannot be ſuppoſed to be a Juoge "= 
Commerce, or the particular Intereſts of Merchants, I w! 
propoſe an Experiment, by which every one that pleak 
may convince himſelf of the Fitneſs of this Bill. Let an 
Gentleman walk thro' Weſtminſter and London, and as 
every Trader he ſhall meet, his Opinion of a War wit 
Spain, and of this Bill; he will not find fix Men in th 


Number that will not declare in Favour of both the one 3 
othef 
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vr, This, Sir, I believe many Gentlemen in this Houſe 
admit to be Fact, and then what becomes of all the Ar- 
ments drawn from a Tenderneſs for the Intereſt of our 
erchants ? Can we ſuppoſe that if they have ſuch immenſe 
m at Stake as has been ſuggeſted, they would declare for 
* preſent Bill, had they not other Advantages in View, 
ut will overbalance all the Loſs they can ſuſtain by our 
ing the Plate Ships? or muſt we not ſuppoſe, what is 
ch more probable, that they have no ſuch Sums at Stake, 
u that they therefore are pleaſed with the Proſpe& of a 
ſu that will repreſs the Inſolence of their Oppreſſors? 

J cannot diſmiſs the Cauſe of the Traders to Spain, 
thout mentioning a Story, which, though I will not af- 
m it to be true, ſeems too remarkable to be ſuppreſs'd. 
ts reported, Sir, that a Counter-Petition was ſet on Foot, 
promoted by ſome in Power with their whole Intereſt, and 
Wot Diligence. This Counter-Petition, Sir, was to have 
n ſgned by the Merchants trading to Spain, in order to 
ypreſented to this Houſe, ſetting forth the Hard/ips that 
i Putitioners muſt ſuffer by a War with Spain. To procure 
Wind to this Petition no Arts were untry'd, no Threatenings, 
y Promiſes were omitted; yet could they not get above five 
; ix Merchants, and thoſe I am informed were Roman 
Iubolicks, to ſign it; of no Figure in Trade Abroad, and of 
plntereſt among our Merchants at Home. A Petition, 
i ſign'd by ſo few and fo inconſiderable Perſons, againſt 
ons from all Parts of the Nation, would only have 
un Contempt on thoſe who promoted it, and was there + 
* with equal Modeſty and Prudence laid aſide. I will 
ut be anſwerable for the Truth of my Information; and 
pre if any Gentleman who hears me, thinks himſelf 
Wired by ſuch a Report, I hope I have obliged him by 
in him an Opportunity of vindicating himſelf, But be 
kt as it will, I may venture to affirm that a Counter-Pe- 
lion was ſet on Foot, but miſcarried for want of a Num- 
of Hands to give it the Face of a Petition fit to be pre- 
ied to this Houſe. This is enough to prove that all our 
lachants trading to Spain, except a very deſpicable Num- 
*, are for a War; ſo that the Tenderneſs of the honou- 
kale Gentleman, is a Tenderneſs by which they will not 
Wk themſelves benefited, nor own themſelves obliged. 

But, ſays the honourable Gentleman, the . of 
kking Peace or War lies in his Majeity's Breaſt, It is a 
rogative not to be wreſted from him by Petitions, however 
Wrerlal, or by Arguments, however ſpecious. 
dir, I know very well how far this Prerogative of the 
win extends, at leaſt Low far it ought to extend, and how 
© uch a Prerogative is with his pretent Majeſty : But hope 
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n IL it will not be imputed to Want of Confidenoe in his Majet 
if I affirm that even this favourite Prerogative, this darl; 
Power, that is ſo warmly contended for, however reaſonal 

it once was, may now be juſtly diſputed. / In former Time 
Sir, when our Kings made War, they did it at their own 

- pence, they went to the Field at the Head of their own ' 
nants ; if any Advantage was gained, it was enjoyed by y 1 
Nation; and if any Loſs was ſuſtained, it was ſuſtained 
the Sovereign. It was then but reaſonable to indulge 
Monarch in this Prerogative, becauſe he could only ex 
it at his own Expence. But our Sovereigns now mz; 
War at the Expence of the Natlon, and hazard not th 
own Revenues, but the Fortunes, Intereſts, and Comme 
of their Subjects; and therefore, Sir, it would ſeem | 
reaſonable that the People ſhould be allowed to judge a li 
for themſelves; that our Kings hearken to their Voice, 
pecially when it is univerſal ; when they are not influend 
by the Arts of deſigning Politicians, or heated by the R 
of Party. Never was Nation more unanimous than « 
People now are, in their Demands of Satisfaction 
the Injuries they have ſo long borne from the Spanianffi 
There can be no Danger in complying with their Impt 
tunities, ſince there is no War, be it ever fo unſ 
ceſsful, but is to be preferred to ſuch a Peace; as can o 
fatter us with a falſe Security, and expoſe us more effectuai 
to a faithleſs Plunderer. | 

«© I ſhall, Sir, but juſt touch upon the ſecond Artichl 
by which Head-Money is granted to our Sailors; the Gent 
man has owned, Sir, that this is a very proper Meaſurih 
that it is not enough for us to be barely juſt, but that 
ought likewiſe to be generous, if we would encourage M 
to endure Toils, and face Danger: He has indeed expreſ 
himſelf, on that Head, with great Candour, All the! 
mark I beg Leave to make is, that the Gentleman is ra 
for encouraging our Sailors, at our own Expence, than 
of our Enemies. | 

As to theObjection againſt veſting the Properties of Plac 
taken from the Enemies, in the Perſons of thoſe who 
be incorporated by his Majeſty for that Purpoſe ; I belic 
Sir, we are at preſent in Poſſeſſion of ſeveral Places c 
quered from Spain, ſeveral Iſlands and Fortreſſes of? 
Conſequence, which have not been reſtored, tho' ſome 
them have been more than once demanded Sword in Ha 
And I cannot ſee what ſhould hinder us from ſecuring « 
future Conqueſts, as well as our paſt, It is true, tha 
we go about to beg or buy a Peace, the Effects of Conqut 
in the Hands of private Perſons will very much embarral 
Treaty: But if we intend to command a Peace, and if i 


( 331) 


| hope, Sir, what J have now ſaid is ſufficient to evince 

Neceſſity of this Bill. Former Parliaments, Sir, have 

ht it proper to paſs ſuch-Bills'; it was then proper; it is 
neceſſary. F am far from thinking that this Nation 
to be the Drawcanfir of Europe, to'heap Debts upon 
bs, and ruſh wantonly into War and Expences. But 

[am afraid new Debts and new Wars will be the natural 
quence of ſuch languid and ſpiritleſs Proceedings as 
e Gentlemen ſeem to favour, Every petty People, every 
t of Pirates, every Combination of encroaching Traders, 
lvithout Scruple plunder a Nation, that fits down tamely 
i: the grofſeft Injuries, and, inſtead of puniſhing, careſles 
xRobber, If this Act ſhould not have the expected In- 
nce upon Spain, it will encourage our Seamen, and inſpire 
fellow-SubjeQts with a juſt Confidence in his Majeſty 
lis Adminiſtration, when they ſee nominal Diſtinctions 
(Party Quarrels loſt in the noble Zeal for aſſerting the 
its of our Country, retrieving the Honour of our Naval 
z and repairing the Loſſes of our injured Merchants. 
lrefore, Sir, I give my hearty Concurrence to this Bill.” 

ir Robert Walpole thinking himſelf reflected on, took 
(pportunity to offer this Juſlification of himſelf, 


dir, 


ke laſt has for the Honour of Britain, and to his Indig- 
n againſt the Inſolence of the Spaniards, that he forgot 
of his uſual Candour in ſtating one or two Points. As 
q perſonally relate to myſelf, I ſhall beg Leave to 
dle the Houſe with a few Words on this Occafion. 
Aud firſt, Sir, I appeal to every Gentleman who has 
W what I have ſaid on this Subject from the firſt Day it 
bought into this Houſe, if I have dropp'd one Word 
would be wreſted to the Meaning imputed to me by the 
unable Gentleman. Can any S. collect from 
Lipreſſions I us'd, that I was jealous of the Spaniſh, 
krgetful of the Britiſh Honour? I dare appeal, Sir, to 
Man who knows me in private Life, if he ever at any 
& heard ſuch an Infinuation fall from me. All I ſaid on 
tfoint was in order to prove, that it would be extremely 
"per for us to paſs this Bill, till we ſee the Effect of 
Majeſty's late Inſtances at the Court of Spain. 
The next Part of the honourable Gentleman's Speech 
L perſonally relates to me, is what he added with re- 
"0 an abortive Petition. The Gentleman ſaid, he 
informed, it was reported, but that he would not be 
Yor, v. 8 1 «* anſwerable 


iſtice, it can” only be effected by ſhewing that we are Anno 11 Geo. It; 
nes not to loſe any Advantage, that we ſhall gain by | 1738. 


believe, it is owing to the Zeal the Gentleman who vir Robert Watpale: 
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Truth, and for his own Character. | 
The Deſign of the Petition, which is invidiouſly e 


.to deſire my Advice; which was, Sir, that they ſho 
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« anſwerable for the Truth of his Information? But, 
is this a fair Way of reaſoning in this Houſe? To n 
Inſinuations have any Weight, they muſt be founded on 
knowledged Facts. But if theſe Facts are mi 
and aggravated with invidious Circumſtances z if Suſpici 
are intangled with Certainties, and ConjeQures q 
into Invectives; may not the moſt innocent Behaviour cc 
tenance the moſt cruel and unjuſt Reflections? may not 
cleareſt Integrity be impeached, and Reputations ſpo 
away ? It is very true, that a certain Petition was 7 
that Deſign was afterwards dropt. So much, Sir, and not 
Word more of what has been aſſerted on this Head, 
Truth. But, Sir, as IJ have been perſonally pointed out 
muſt beg Leave to ſet this Affair in a juſt Light: It is ag; 
my Inclination that I touch upon it at all; but I am ſe 
to it, by the Regard that every Man ought to have 
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a Counter-Petition, I will take upon me to aſſert, was 
ſet on Foot by any one concerned in the Adminiſtration, 
the honourable Gentleman ſeems to infinuate. It w: 
Meaſure begun and promoted by ſome of the moſt conſid 
able Merchants of the Kingdom, and, for aught I kn 
Men as well affected to our Conſtiſtution both in Church 
State, as any Gentleman in this Houſe. After they had c 
certed the Scheme amongſt themſelves, they came in a Bc 
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proceed no farther in it. I told them, that I would not 
concerned in any thing that 8 the Spaniards 
leaſt Reaſon to imagine that the trading Intereſt of G 


Britain was divided in this Affair, or that this Houſe would pt! 
be unanimous in its Zeal for procuring juſt and ample $a * 
faction for the Injuries of our Countrymen, and the tte 
tions of our Commerce. At the ſame Time I ſhewed them N 
they were acting contrary to their own Intereſts, and that (by 
could hope for no other Favour from Spain than to be the I. 
whom ſhe would ruin. Upon this, Sir, the , if 
dropped; and I believe this is known, by ſeveral preſent, Wl: x: 
be the true State of the Fact, which the honourable Ge 0 
tleman has been pleaſed to repreſent as a Piece of Miniſte 0 
Craft. How far the Arguments produced are concluſive, 1101 
the Houſe judge: For my Part, I do not forget my From d. 
of being open to Conviction; but I muſt feel the Force po 
an Argument before I acknowledge it, and perceive my C pr 
jections invalidated before I recede from them I « 
perceive that the Gentleman has agded any Weight to ”=_ 


own Reaſons, or taken away any from mine, therefc 


J am egainſt the preſent Queſtion, - 3 
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Thomas Winnington, Eſq; | ; wy Geo. 11* 
Sir, — >. PW 


The Importance of the Queſtion before us, will juſtify Ms. Winning 
nein faying ſomething, though the Time will not allow 
neto ſay much. 

« The preſent Bill I apprehend to be ſuch, that we ſhould, 
npaſſing it, neither obſerve our Treaties, nor conſult our 
tereſt. Our Provocations have indeed been great, and 
zany ; our Merchants have met with barbarous Treat- 
nent ; and that too has been authoriſed, or at leaſt connived 
by ſome of the Spaniſh Governors; nor ſhall I pretend to 
jy that theſe Governors have been hitherto puniſhed by the 
Curt of Spain. But, Sir, neither the Court of Spain, nor 
|, till of late, were certainly informed of the Truth of our 
lerchants Allegations ; and while Facts are yet in Diſpute, 
tough Juſtice may be delayed, it is not properly denied. 

The convincing Proofs we have now received, are laid, 
y his Majeſty's Order, before the Court of Spain; let us 
uit for the Event of theſe Remonſtrances, which perhaps 
nay procure us all the Advantages we can hope for from a 
yar, without the Hazard. the Blood, and the Expence. If theſe 
lemonſtrances are neglected, what have we.loſt ? We have 
fill our Swords in our Hands, to command Juſtice, if we 
me denied it. We may then declare War, and proſecute it 
ih the utmoſt Vigour; the Delay will, I hope, give 
x Spirit to our Councils, becauſe it will give Juſtice to our 
(zuſe. 

© As the honourable Gentleman, Sir, has been pleaſed to 
quote an Article or two from the Treaty of Utrecht, I ſhall 
key leave, to do the ſame. And firſt, I ſhall read the 
17th and 18th Articles of that Treaty, 

XVII. But if it happen through Inadvertency, Impru- 
' tence, or any other Cauſe, that any Subject of either of 
' their aforeſaid Royal Majeſties, do or commit any thing, 
' by Land, Sea, or on freſh Water, in any Part of, the 
World, whereby this preſent Treaty be not obſerved, or 
' whereby any particular Article of the ſame hath not its 
Effect, this Peace and good Correſpondence, between the 
' Queen of Britain and the Spaniſh King, ſhall not there- 
' fore be interrupted or broken, but ſhall remain in its 
' former Strength, Force, and Vigour ; and that Subject only 
' ſhall be anſwerable for his own Fact, and ſuffer ſach 
' Puniſhment as is inflicted by Law, and according to the 
' Preſcriptions of the Law of Nations. 

XVIII. But if (which God forbid) the Diſputes which 
are compoſed ſhould, at any Time, be renewed between 
' tteir ſaid Royal Majeſties, and break out into open War, 
' the Ships, Merchandize, and Goods, both moveable and im- 

802 * moveable 
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© moveable, of the Subjects on both Sides, Which ſhall b 
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the adverſe Party, ſhall not be confiſcated, or- ſuffer an 
Damage; but the Space of ſix Months, on the one P 
and the other, ſhall be granted to the ſaid Subjects of e: 
of their ſaid Royal Majeſties, in order to their ſelling thi 
aforeſaid Things, or any other their Effects, or carryinf 
away and ar ey ns the ſame from thence, whither 

t ſcever they pleaſe, without any Moleſtation. 

1 believe, Sir, the Words of theſe two Artieles need 
Commentary, they being ſo full and expreſs in themſelve 
and their Meaning ſo directly contrary to the Tenour of t 
preſent Bill. While War is vet not declared, and before 
Court of Spain has avowedly refuſed to do us Juſtice, 
Injuries and Violences complained of, are the Crimes « 
private Perſons ; not Hoſtilities, but Piracies; and fo I ſh: 
ſtile them, till a Refuſal of Juſtice makes them the Acts « 
the State. There are ſeveral Inſtances, Sir, and ſome mer 
tioned in the Petition to this Houſe, wherein our injured Mei 
chants have been favourably heard by the Court of Spait 
If her Intentions to grant them Relief were fruſtrated by th 
Villainy of her Governours in America, that is no more tha 
I believe happens every Day, in Relation to other Court 
where their Dominions are ſo remote. Therefore, Sir, unt 
we hear the Anſwer of the Court of Spain to our late Inf 
ſtances, we can never affirm that the Crown of Spain has, | 
any publick Act, authorized the Depredations complaine 


of. 

The honourable Gentleman has been pleaſed to om 
taking Notice of another material Objection to this Bil 
This, Sir, regards the Obligations that our Crown is unde 
not to conſent to any future Alienations of any Part of t 
Spaniſh Dominions in America; tho* he might have fon 
the Words by which this is expreſly ſtipulated in one of th 
Articles, which he himſelf was pleaſed to quote. It is i 
the latter Part of the eighth Article of the ſaid Treaty, when 
we meet with this Clauſe ; That the Spaniſh Dominions ii 
America may be preſerved whole and intire, the Que 
© of Great Britain engages, that ſhe will endeavour, and pv 
Aſſiſtance to the Spaniards, that the antient Limits on 
their Dominions in America be reſtored and ſettled af 
they Rood in the Time of King Charles II. of Spain 
if it ſhall appear that they have, in any Manner, 0 
under any Pretence, been broken into, and leſſened it 
any Part, fince the Death of the King aforeſaid.” 
This, Sir, was a Point of ſo great Conſequence, tha 
the firſt Article of the ſaid Treaty confirms it in Terme 
ill more full and expreſs. * Since his Royal Majeſty q 
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in is ſtedfaſtly reſolved, and does ſolemnly promiſe Anno tr Cs. . 
Pol Preſents, that he will not conſent to any further 2 
alienation of Countries, Provinces or Lands, of any 

art, or wherever ſituate, —— to Spain, ber Royal 

Majeſty of Great Britain does likewiſe reciprocally pro- 


i 
1 
nile, that ſhe will provide that no further Part of the 
Saniſh Monarchy be torn from it. 

' After ſuch a Stipulation as this, what can our pefling 

+ preſent Bill be termed, but a manifeſt Violation of the 

pick Faith? But becauſe Arguments founded upon Inte- 

care too often of greater Weight than thoſe drawn from 
ſpeculative Juſtice, I ſhall beg leave to offer my Opi- 
of the Effect, which ſuch a Procedure would have upon 

u Commerce, for the Preſervation of which theſe 

laſures are propoſed. | 

' | have, Sir, many Times heard it aſſerted, that we are 

ers in every Branch of Trade, except to our Plantations, 

1 to Portugal: If this is true, let us not, without the ut- 

x Caution, give way to Counſels that may injure theſe 

only valuable Branches of our Commerce. I believe, 

x, it will eaſily be granted me that the Spaniards are ſu- 

xriour to us in the American Seas, Their Ships are indeed 

x much inferiour to our Men of War, yet ſuch as our 

ning Veſſels cannot reſiſt: Thele Ships, the vaſt Extent of 

zir Coaſts, and Commodiouſneſs of their Harbours, give 
ten an Opportunity of equipping in ſuch Numbers, that 
een of War, which we ſhall be willing to diſpatch 
lither, will not be able to protect above a fifth Part of our 
lechants. Nor is this the only, or the greateſt Danger, 
dybich our Commerce will be expoſed. The open Efforts 
ein may be guarded againſt and defeated, but the filent 

Wcoachments of France we ſhall not have Leiſure to ob- 

me, nor Opportunity to prevent; the firſt will ceaſe 

WJ" the War, but the other will ſtill remain to upbraid us 

au our Raſhneſs and Imprudence. 

A's to the Hopes, which the honourable Gentleman 
to entertain, that France will interpoſe in our Favour, 
anot but think them perfectly chimerical. France has 

WJ acrificed ber Intereſt to her Generoſity, or aſſiſted her 
Kignbours to her own Prejudice. What Proſpect of Ad- 

Wage can induce her to repreſent the Juſtice of our 

le, to the King of Spain? Will not ſhe grow rich by our 

Vierences ? will ſhe not extend her Commerce undiſturbed, 

ui enlarge her Power without Oppoſition? Her Power in 

erica is already formidable, and her Colonies flouriſhing. 

«ul we not by a War increaſe that Power, and add new 

X2th to our ancient and natural Enemy? Nor will 

ace confine her Acquiſitions to the Weſt- Indies, but _ 

e 
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Pair, at the Reſolution of this Houſe ? That will 1 
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the ſame, if not greater Advances in Europe; the 
Spain, a Trade — conſiderable and Ar 
monly imagined, will fall at once into her Hands. & 
will then graſp at Portugal ; and how eafily ſhe may inf 
ate herſelf into that Trade, will appear from the bare 
ſpection of a Map of Europe. Let it be remembered that 
Sea will be open to her Veſſels, while our Merchants x 
not dare fail without a Convoy ; let it be conſidered l 
eaſily Spain may ſtation her Fleet at the very Mouth of 
Tagus, and the Dangers of a War will be caſtly comprehend 

| © I ſhall beg Leave, Sir, only to offer one Word 
anſwer to what the Gentleman advanced, with regard to 
Royal Perogative of making Peace or War; and inde 
Sir, his Infinuation is fo directly contrary to the kne 
Maxims of our Government, that in ſome Meaſure it c 
Ties. its own Anſwer along with it: Gentlemen need o 
look into the Addreſs, we have preſented to his Majeſty, 
be convinced what the Senſe of the Houſe is on this He. 
and how conſiſtent it would be in us, after ſuch an Ade 
to pretend to wreſt that Prerogative out of his Hands, | 
The Advocates for the Bill have advanced one Aſſert 
in Defence of it, which, in my Opinion, deſerves parti 
lar Notice. This Bill, how threatening an Aſpect 
may bear, however it may ſwell with the tremendous Sor 
of Head-money, Conqueſt, and Appropriation, is, it ſe 
only intended to procure a laſting and a ſpeedy Peace. TI 
Threats, it ſeems, are only to be thundered in the Ears 
Spain, the Conqueſts are only to be talked of, and the 
we mark out for perpetual Settlements is never to be 
vaded. Are not theſe the Satiriſts, who have exhaul 
their Eloquence, and jaded their Imaginations, to ridic 
military Shows, and mock Expeditions ? n 
But, not to give way to perſonal Reflection on this 
portant Queſtion, How can we gueſs the Event of thi | 
Experiment? Have they any Aſſurance that the Spani: 
ſo elevated as they repreſent them with our Cowardice, 
daring, ſo haughty, and fo inſolent, will loſe their Sp 
lower their Creſts, quake with Terror, and fink into L 


FLER r SEL 


mediately beg for Mercy as ſoon as we X our If i | 
our Swords, without daring to hold out till they are dra - 
Will mere Words and empty Sounds reſtore that Reputat c 
which has been ſo long loſt, and ſo pathetically lamente 
Is there any Magic in an Act of Parliament, that gives "oo 
Power to freeze the Blood, and flacken the Nerves ; to 7. 
arm Squadrons, and ſcatter Fleets ? Their Reaſonings ſe * 


to be founded in the full Confidence of EffeRs like theſe. 
For they have not vouchſafed to give us the leaſt Infor 
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wn bow the Expences of a War with a powerful Nation A” 
mich, to vulgar Capacities, War appears the inevitable 
(aſequence, The Tenour of their Reaſoning is indeed 
pt very uniform: They talk at one Time of nothing but 
a fafe and” honourable Peace ; at another, they 
tem to ſuſpect that the Bill may open Hoſtilities, 
NEED 
lan elty's tive, and 
pay thn declaring "War for ves. aſ- 
———— —⅛ 
— mag ann nw —— to prove that 
(nnimity. Suppoſe the Deſire as general as is pretended, 
all Deſires proper to be gratified ? Is an inflamed Popu- 
ke to give Laws to the Legiſlature ? The People, I know, 
zinitation of ſome of their Betters, have divided Prizcs, 
efty money, and canton'd out the Provinces of 
He ca. Conqueſt, Triumph, and Poſſeſſion, are pleaſingSounds, 
Victor and War are now vulgarly taken for Terms 
ie ſame Signification. But Experiments are beſt confuted 
Wy Experiments, and therefore I ſhall take the Liberty of 
wpoing a Method by which the Inclinations of our Coun- 
men may be diſcovered. Let any Gentleman of this 
. —. the Streets of London, and ask every 
In he meets, whether he is willing to abate his 
th pay greater Taxes than he does at preſent. I believe I 
xd not ſay what Anſwer he will receive, or how won- 
eful an Unanimity he will find in all Ages, Ranks, and 
ties, He will fee the Ardour raiſed by the Talk of 
Ieredations, Injuries, Conqueſts, and V very 
albly abated by the Mention of Taxes. The — of Capt. 
akins will then be told in vain, and though it Jos been 
Erm'd that it will raiſe us Voluntiers, it will raiſe, I fear, 
* little Money. 
Upon the Whole, I believe, moſt Gentlemen that atten- 
bely reflect on all the Conſequences of paſſing this Bill, will 
uu the Diſadvantages —_ the Benefits, and with me 
termine in the N 
Mr. Pulteney, 
* Sir, after all that Gentlemen have ſaid againſt this Bill, Mr. Paltener- 
nu inſiſt upon it that the moſt material Part of my Argu- R 
8 the Bill has not been ſo much as touch'd upon by 


EE 


SE 
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— and that is with regard to the Trade carried on by 
wer ce in the Spaniſh Galleons, which is a notorious Breach 
* l Treaties. 
ngs ie de Queſtion being put, on a Diviſion the Bill was dropt, Dae. — 
ele, JF 106, Yeas 75. ea 75. 
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peech Houſes. 
| My Lords and Gentlemen, | 


T is with great Satisfaction I obſetve, that the Tem 


% J per and Moderation,” which I recommended to-you «iſ 
* th& Opening of this Seſſion,” have been ſo well preſerves of 
« through the general Courſe of your Proceedings; and F 


«that from a due Regard: to me, and my Hotiour, bn 
4 have avoided all . Occaſions ef Heat, and Wi 
1 Animofities, and made the Intereſt of your Country the 
c prineipul Object of your Care and Conſideration,” '*: | 
Gentlemen of the Houſe: of Commons. 
*I return you my Thanks for the Supplies which 0 
6 have iv chearfully and effectually raiſed: for the Service 
« of the current Year : The Proyifion you” have made 
« anſwer all Emergencies, which may become neteſhry in 
„ Vindieation of the Honour and Intereſt of my Ciown 
e and People, is a great Probf of your Zeal and Concern 
« for the Welfare and Profperity of the Nation; aud fl! 
«© be — by me in ſuch a Manner, as may beſt con- 
cc duce to thoſe Ends and Purpoſes, for which vu have {6 
« readily conſented to this extravrdinury Eapoit = 


My Lords and Gentlemen ] 
1% Agreably to what hatlf appeared to be concurrent the 


« Opinion of both Houſes of Parliament, I have givef Or- 
« ders to repeat, in the ſtronpeſt' and moſt preſſing Mater, 
% my Inſtances at the Court of Spain, for obtaining Sutib- 
« faction for the many Injuries and Loſſes ſuſtained” by my 
<< trading Subjects in America, as well as an effectual Secu- 
« rity of their Rights for the future; and I hope; from the 
<« Juſtice” and Equity of the Catholick King, to procute 


« ſuch Satisfaction and Security, as may preſerve the Peart, 8 
« and eſtabliſ a free and uninterropted Exerciſe of Ne- WW 11. 
cc * and Commerce, mutually between the Sub- 1 
«« jects of both Crowns, purſuant to our Treaties, and the foll; 
« f Law of Nations. E765: | ! 
77 a br 

The Parliament was then prorogued to July 27. tht 
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ly way of Introduction ta, and Illuſtratibn 
of; the DEA. Sν c. which follow, to 
the End of the ſaid mm. 


2 


N len , 
; 296} E. 1 fo Pil i" . . 
IS Majeſty came to the Haaſe of Peers and opened the 
Scion with z, welt gracious Speech fram the Throve, 
tuck See page 339+ 2+ likewile. the Addreſs and the Debate 
| occaſioned,” page 341. &c. na Ei nd. 
The ch The Houta reſolved, thats. Sppply bp granced his 
The 6th, . Ordered divers Eſtimates of Mepunts to be laid 
kfore them. ood raed, TRE”, 8 % b > * 
Reſolyed, thgt His Majeſty, be addreſſed for ſeveral Me- 
ile Petitiena, Ce. Hoge ihe Treaty af Sey:lle, relating to 
ay Loſſes ſuſtained by his Majeſty's SybjeAs by Depreda- 
in com mitted þy the Spaniards, &c. to be laid before them, 
mich have not already been laid before this Houſe, __ 


Joes 183, dee the Debate 359. &c, After which it was 
noved tha ſeveral Papers . Spaniſh Captures be laid 
fore them, Which paſſed. in the Negatwe: Ayes 120, 
ſees 200 Ses the Debace, page 369. Ke. yy 

The 12th. The Houſe: agreed to the Report of Yeſterday's 
tefolution on the Supply; viz. Reſolvedꝭ that 12,000 Sea- 


I * 


ken be employed for the Service of the Year. 1749. 


Ifcath be allowed for defraying the Expences of the fame 

The r4th., In a Committee on the Supply came to the 
blowing Reſolutions: :: +: 

Reſolved, That y Men be. granted: for Land Forces 
br the Service of the Year 1739 On & Divition : Ayes 
t53, Noes 183*. See the Debate; page 403. &c. * 
2 647,549 l. 118. 3 d, be granted: for maintaining 


2 e 


nr — r 


* The Minority probe id 12000 Men only. h x 
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Memeria's,Pe- 
ritions, &c. 


ſince theTrea- >. 


ty of Seville. 


4 Motion wag made, aud the Queſtion put, that his Majeſty A Btotios f 
k addreſſed o. y Admiral, Haddock's [pſirpBtions before Admiral Had- 
hem, it paſſed in the Negative, on a Diviſion, Ayes t 13, dock's Inſtruc. 


tions over. u- 
l:4, 


Reſolved, that a Sum not exceeding. 4 J. per Man per 


Glaſsmakers 
&c. Petition. 


alſo examined relating to their Loſſes and 


N The "Tarn of Richard Copithorne, ſole Owner and M: 


good their Claim for the Loft thereof, both bert, purſuan 


11 

That 228 662), be 7 germ for the Garrifons of Mn 
Gibraltar, Georgia, &c 3 
3 be granted for Oat-Peninirs of hl 

of 

Tha 50411, be granted, for defraying ſeveral extrao 

Expences incurred in 1738, any vor provided fo 
arliament. 
| K 20th. Read a third time, nnd p ed the Mat Bi 

The 23d. Read a ſecond time, the Bill for " | 
Rogues, Vagabonds, &c. and för the Relief of Lanat 
and Foundling Children. 

Received a Petition from the Weſt. India Metchar 
trading to America, and another Petition from the M 
chants of Briſtol : See Page 417. 

After Debate, Ordered that the Petitioners by 
themſelves, (not by Counſel) on two Diviſions z 
242 Noes 208, 297. 

The 26th. Received Petitions relating to Weſtwin 
Abbey, St. Margaret's Church, the African Company, 
the Colony of . tory 

The 28th. Received a Petition from tem Glaſsnjake 
Brewers, Sugarboilers, Smiths, Dyers, &. Conſumers 
Coals, complaining of the Abuſes and Fraud in enhan 
the Price, and praying Relief. 

Referred to the Conſideration of 2 Committee of 
whole Houſe. 

March 5, Received a Petition From the Merchants 
Edinburgh, expreſſing their Diſſatisfaction to the on 
tion. 

Referred to the Committee on the Convention, 1 r 

Read a third time, and paſſed the Mutiny- Bill. 

The whole Houſe was called over, according to Order 

The 6th. In a grand Committee, took | the” Convent 
into Confideration, and ſeveral Merchants were called 
and examined, relating to their Loſſes ſuſtained by the - 
niards ; Captain Vaughan, and Captain nd Ui 


, 


of the Ship Betty Galley, Burthen 150 Tons; relating 
his being taken by the Spaniards, and the Loſſes ſuſtait 
by himſelf and the Freighters thereby; humbled add 
fed to the Honourable the Houſe of Commons, 


This Ship having been taken in E urope near twelve N 
ago, and the Sufferers gone thro" all the Formalities of ma 
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Cotland, againſt che Convention. . 
Referred ta the Conſideration of the Cammittee, &c. 


ting a more ſpacious Edifice, for the better Reception of 
uliament. | 5 
— — — 


1 Majefty's Commands publiſhed in the London Gazette, and 
al before the Cammiſſaries in & pain: But having received no 
ltizfaion, and ＋ from the Words of bit Majeſty's 
wt gracious Speech, that the Satigſactien now flipulated re- 
tes only to Captures in America, they humbly beg leave to 
ule their Caſe at this Juncture, not doubting but the 
put Goode of this Honourable Houſe auili provide Means for 


tir Relief. 


_ 


tacked by a Spaniſh, Privateer under Tur olours; and 
wr Refuſal to firike, the Privatier charge him with his 
wile Fire, and boarded him with a. great Number of Men, 
wich obliged him to take the. neteſſary means for his Defence, 
ad thereby forced the Enemy to put off, leaving about thirty of 
tir Men behind, aubo were reduced to the Neceſſity of taking to 
6 4 Tops, Rigging, and Sides, where they could beft beſtow 
temſelves ævith moſt Safety. _ 

The Privateer finding his Men thus left en board, and nat 
ul: to compaſs his Defigns, in order to regain his Men, boarded 
kk Ship a ſecond time, with Stink-Pots, Powder-Flaſts, and 
lil. Ares: Upon which the ſaid Copithorne diſcharged his 
pat Guns laden with double-round and Partridge, with all 
"Small Arms, and at the ſame time ſet Fire to his Powder- 
WW fs, hich obliged the Enemy à ſecond time to retire. 

The Enemy finding they could not force him to ſubmit, reſalved 
(teving little or mo Wind) to take the Ship in Towe, and by 
tat means to carry her to the Iſland of Alboran, ( about two 
ls diftant ) there to deſtroy the Ship upon the Rocks, and 
1 Soul to the Sword, as afterwards appeared to be their 

ten, | 
Copithorne finding himſelf in this deſperate Condition, gave 
Orders to —_— * Helm DK Privateer a- long- 
tit; and making Uſe of that Advantage, fired his Guns again 
ded as before 3 which not only cut the Harſer of the Priva- 
ler, and un/hipped many of ber Oars, but alſo laid her upon 
be Careen, where foe lay tus Hours before ſpe could amend 
ty Damage; during which time there were about fif ty of the 
lum on board Copithornt's Ship, cutting and deflroying Maſts, 


Sails, 


The 7th. Received 4wo Petitions from the Merchants of 


Ordered. an Addreſs-to bis Majeſty to give Orders for 


© TY 
J. /aid Richard Copithorne being bound upon a Voyage from 
Weſiza to London, wwas, upon the 291 Day of wy 1727, 


- we .4 „% „. -@ + 


— 


— 
— 


Ave Men, and bad a cufuer able Number around; and «/o 


TS 
© Took the Cbnrehtlen inte Turtheh-Confderation, l. 


| 1 
examined Mr. Stert, one af the Cominifloliets; relating t | 
the Merchants Accounts, and hs Dann of the King 1 
Spain. and other Witneſſes were examined, as to the Lim en 

of Carolina, &e. Ki. 3 CS 83 Wy 21 * 
Saile, am Rigging; and at-the ſame tim: a continua] fire fre 1 
* the Privateer at hjs cloſe Quarters : abe was of i ah, 
were by their own Boat © ſupplied with" freſh Men \and tr m; Neo 
and the ſame Boat carried tbeir Dead an Wounded, ma 

40 er five, or near fix Hours Engagement, Copitharnt's Dy ＋ 
—4 up As Accident 7 — Bulk. Head fell flat wpe 1 
Deck, and the Enemy from the Forecaſfle at the ſams rim fin r 
Volley of Small-Shot into the Cabin. By the blowing up 10 
Deck, Copithornt's Fort was taken in between tave PH |: 
which kept him faſt for an Obje of the Enemy Cruelty, a 
ſnapp'd feveral Piſtths and Guns at him wwhi!ft in that Condition 1 
and they ftripp bim, and without Merry butter d, cut. 4 r 


ſtabb ' him fo inbumanly, that they themſelves be he'd him 
be dead as he lay upon the Floor, naked and wiltr ing in Bly 
Hfter ſome time, and with ſome Difficulty, they got his Foot cha 
and by four Men tofs*d him upon the Deck, and from thence in 
the Boat, and carried him on board the Privateer, where he l 
in the moſ? miſerable Condition, naked, fir nine Days = 
ewas landed; in which time the Captain of the Privatetr 
Company put it to the Vote whether they ſhould murder the Pri 
ners and carry the Ship to Trorfſa or Majorca, to diſpoſe of 4 
they thought proper, or ſpare the Priſoners Lives and carry the 
to Malaga, according to their Orders; and it was carried by 
Majority of tæus or three Votes only, to ſpare our Liver an 
fland in for Malaga. Having thus refolued, they tyt th 
Priſoners on board the Privateer fourtern Hours without 
Drop of freſh Water to relieve them, which obliged Foe of tt 
in that time to drink ſalt Water, ſeveral times; and they ſuf 
plied Mr. Cofithorne with ns other Suſtenance than Bread a 
Fiſh Bones from the Captain ef the Privateer's Table ; worth 
ab they grant him a little Spirits to waſh his\Wound:, nf 
in the Heat of the Day allow him the Benefit of the Arning 
which they had to keep off the ſeryching Sun, but drawwtd it afid 
on purpoſe to tor ment bim with the Heat; which (bring nated i 
bl:;flercd bis Body in à moſt diſmal manner, and the cold Der 
of the Night falling fir wards, gave him as much Large 
as the Wounds he received in the Engagtment. Haug a 
uſed him for nine Days, they carried him into Malaga, aber 
he wat informed that the Enemy had lat twenty four or lauen 


foun 


| L WG 
The sth. In 4 grand Committee took the Convention inte 
tber Conſideration, when it was moved, that un Addreſs 
{Thanks be preſented his Majeſty for obmining the Con- 
tion; and à great Debate aroſe thereypon : See the DU. 
Wi a large, Volume VI, Page 1, &r. 24 


8 — 


und that the Ship and Carge was no lawful Capture, Len 
wich Nicholas Holloway, Eſq; his Majeſty's Conful,, made a 

mand of the Ship and Cargo, and all Damages to be made 
wi And proper Application wvas alſo made to M. F ander 
ler, Embaſſador. from the States General, then at Madrid, 
ad Sir Charles Wager at Gibraltar, from whom great | 
wre conceived that the Ship and Cargo would be reflored to the 
buners, and the' Damages made good, according to the true 
het and Meaning of the Preliminary Articles : But, contrary 
all Juſtice and Equity, there came an Order from Madrid 
f the 14th of October following, to ſell the Ship and Cargo 


* 
_ 


„„Le of the cruel Captors. 


l is very remakable in this A air, that the Preliminary 

ticles avere figned at Paris the 31ft of May 1727, N. S. 

wich vas twenty-nine Days before the ſaid Ship was taten: 
ud, upon the 18th of. June, 1727, his Catholic Majefly ac- 
efied and figned the ſaid Preliminaries, tho" be detained them 
feral Days befare he accepted the ſame ; and upon the 23d 
filewing alf Heftilities ceuſed at Gibraltar and the Camp of 
li, Roche; and upon the 25th of the ſame Month it was pub» 


te ſame Evening) and other Parts of the Sea Coaft, which 
was four Days before the ſaid Ship was taken. 

h C 2 the ſaid Articles it was advertized in the 
ladon- Gazette = 9th of April 1730, that all the Suffer- 
rr included in the ſame ſhould give in and make their Claims 
yen Oath, in order to receive Reſtitution s which according ly 
was done in this Caſe : And by the Treaty of Seville, concluded the 
Wof November, 1729, in the ſecond, the fifth, and laſt ſepa- 
ed Articles, it was fully ftipulated in expreſs Words, That 
mnediate Reparation ſhould be made to the Sufferers, purſuant 
#tbe ffth and ſeventh Articles of the ſaid Preliminaries. 

There have been ſundry Applications made in the moſt re- 
[ful and preſſing manner, for Redreſs in this Affair ; and 
bt ſaid Copithorne hath made a Journey on purpoſe to Seville, 
od attended the Commiſſaries ſome Time, in — of obtaining 
etiifaion for himſelf and the other Sufferers, which was at- 
ended with a great Expence and Loſs of Time. | 


All which is humbly ſubmitted to the Conſideration and 
canpali of this Honourable Houſe 


liy known at Malaga from whence the faid Privateer failed 
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Received the Report of Yeſterday's Ref which gy 
RNiſe to the Debate, to be found ge. 43. 
e the Houſe went wi their {s to. hi l 


N. 13th. "Recaivad a Petition of the 8 
thiers, and Dealers in Wooll, complaining of t 


the Woollen Manufactory, and praying Relief, &c...... _ 

Refer'd to a Committee of the whole Houſe. IR 

The 14th. See page 76, 

The 15th. Agreed to the Report of Yeſterday's Refol 
tion on Ways.and Means, viz. 

© Reſolved, that Two Shillings i in the Pound be groned 
Land-Tax for 1739. 

Reſolved, That no Drawbacks ſhall be paid on 0 E 
portation of wrought Plate or Manufactures of Silver, th 
ſhall have been wrought about 10 Lean before the Entry « 
the ſame for Exportation. 

| Ordered an Addreſs to his Majeſty, to congratulate bine 
the Birth of another Prince. 

Ordered a congratulatory Meſſage to the Prince of Wale 
on the ſame joyful Occaſion, 

Mr. Speaker reported that the Houſe had attended h 
Majaſty in the Houſe of Peers, when he gave the Royal A 
ſent to the Bill for puniſhing Mutiny and Deſertion, aod t 
two private Bills, 

The 16th, In a Grand Committee took into Confideratio 
the ſeveral Petitions, complaining of the Clandeſtine Expo 
tation of Wooll to foreign Parts, and alſo of the on 
the Woollen Manufacture, and rains to ſeyeral Ref 
Which See page 71, 

The 20th. Reſolved, That his Majeſty be wink, te 
order an Account of che State and Condition of the er) 

Sugar Colonies, to be laid before the Houſe, 
i Read the Land-Tax-Bill a ſecond time. 
- Petition of Received a Petition from the Merchants t to Sicily 
| the Merchants ſetting forth that upon the Defeat of the Spaniſh Fleet i 
— wy 1718, the Merchants reſiding at Meſſina were impriſoned 
Ae their Ships, Goods and Effects ſeized, confiſcated and old 
by order of the General of the Spaniſh Forces in Sicily, where 
by the Petitioners ſuffe red great Loſſes, which were claimec 
and proved before a Committee of the whole Houſe in 1788-9 
and the Eſtimates of the ſaid Loſſes then delivered in, Dupli 
cates whereof are ready to be produced by the Pertdoger 
who have had no Reſtitution made them; nor, as they af 
prehend, did the Commiſſaries go thro? the Diſcuſſion 1 
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* This Addreſs was not . in the Votes as 41 
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"ny OED 
loſſes in Sicily, or make any Report of them: And there- 


jon of the Houſe, and praying ſuch Relief, as to the Houſe 
hall leem meet. c i * N Hh + Nast 8 
Ordered to lie on the Table. . 4 [ 4 14 1 


aid Ship having taken in her Cargo on the Coaſt'of Africa, 
woſiſting of Negroes, Gold-Duſt, and Elephant's Teeth, to 
de Value of upwards 60001. and failing from thenee to Ja- 
naica, having touched on the Iſland of Barbadoes, was on 
the 27th of October 1736, taken on the High Sea by a 
french Ship or Veſſel, and carried into St. Peter's in the 
[land of Martinique; that ſoon after a_ Proſecution was 


niralty there, founded on a Pretence that the was acting 
n Contravention to a certain Edict for ſettling Limits 
rating to unlawful Trade; but that, upon Trial, the 
ſages were of Opinion, that the Charge was 'groundleſs : 
Nevertheleſs the Intention of che Edict not having been 
galified, the Judges were obliged to declare the ſaid Ship 
ud Cargo duly (confiſcated z and that thereapon the Cap- 
ain appeared to the Supreme Court of Martinique, who 
won Examination annulled — — given by the 
Court of Admiralty, and dec him Coſts, and that he 
ſhould be again put into Poſſeſſion of the ſaid Ship and Car- 
o. And that as the ſaid Captain was preparing to take Poſ- 
lion of his Ship and Cargo, he received an Ordinance 
fom the Intendant of the Iſland, which impowered the Di- 
reftors of the Cuſtoms to appeal from the Judgment of the 
vupreme Court, to the French King in Council; but never- 
theleſs ordered the ſaid Ship and Cargo to be reſtored, on his 
producing good and ſufficient Security, Inhabitants of the 
land, for the appraiſed Value of the ſame : And that the 
kid Captain not being able to procure the Security :inliſted 
on, was obliged to conſent to the Sale of his Ship and Cargo, 
ud to depoſit the Money in the Hands of his Securities, 
tl the Affair ſhould be decided by the King and Council of 
France, ,That the faid Captain did ſollicite oftemtimes at 
Paris, but to no Purpoſe, he being at length told, that this 
Ship in Conteſt ſhould pay for a French Ship, called the 
Fleuren, taken ſome time ago. That upon Petition to his 
Majeſty, Application had been made by his Miniſter at 
Paris, but that the ſame had not its defired Effect, and there- 
bre praying the Houſe to take the Premiſes imo Conſide- 
nation, Kc. * : 4 


The 23d. See Page 77. 


re ſubmitting the Caſe of che Petitioners tothe Confidera- 


commenced "againſt the Captain before the Court of Ad- 


The 


* * * 
. 92 tht, $43 + 
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The 22d. Received 'a Petition of James Buchanan, and And of James 
ahers, intereſted in the Ship Scipio; ſetting forth, that the Buchanen. © | 


TI" 4 
— ar _ * * 
* 
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f 01 
— The 26th. Received a Petition. af Jous hiSiephend; 6 
. forth that the Petitianet bas, 722 Years laſt pal 


eſſed of a Method of preparig 
are _— by — to be 4 25 os. jr x dry iy %, 


the Stone, and by which ſhe has her preſens dene 
that ſeveral — of Diſtiaction ha ve r. to rai 
the dum of g dl. by voluntary Contributiop, in order « 
purchaſe of - - the Method of preparing and giving tb 
ſaid Medicines, and have accordingly raiſed the Sum « 
13871. 138. for that Purpoſe, but ſee yo 3 af ce 
| | pleating the whole Sum of Fool. and therplore Projn 
. 
Reſerred to the Committee on the Supply T a Di 
fon, Ayes 106, Noes 65. 
* to the Report or. Friday's Reſolution a Gr 
. VIX. 0 
Votes on the Reſolved. That, for de ſray ing che Charges of nee, | 
Supply. Mint, and the Coinage of Gold and Silver M 9 
thereby to encourage the bringing in of Gold and ver 
be coined, a Revenue of 15,090] per Annum be ſettled ar 
ſecured for ſeven Years, from the iſt Day of March 1738. 
That 39,124]. be granted for reduced Officers of his M. 
jeſty's Land Forces and Marines, for 1739. 
3 That 39601, be granted for paying, of Peufions to th 
1 Widows of reduced Officers: for 1739. - 
; That 20,000 l. be granted for the further ſettling and in 
proving the Colony of Georgia in America. © 
That 10,000 l. be granted for the Maincenance of the B 
7h wiſh Forts and Settlements in Africa. | 
- Thdbat 10,000 1. be granted towards the Support of Gre 
wich Hoſpital. 
4 That 35521. be granted to replace to the Sinking Fi 
the like Sum paid out of the ſame to make good che Defici 
cies of the Additional Stamp Duties at Chriſtmas 1737. 
That 20,0001. be granted to replace to the ſaid Fund tl 
like Sum paid out of the ſame to the Governors and Con 
pany of the Bank of England, for one Year's Intereſt c 
500,000 l. by them lent on the Credit of the Sa Duties tt 
wards the Supply of the Year 173g. 
The 28th. Ordered in a Bill for Lieenſng Tragedi 
Commedies, that are to be acted at Edinburgh, | 
The zoth. A Motion. was made, and the Queſtion beit 
put, that Leave be given to bring in a Bill to repeal ſo mu 
of an Act paſſed in the 25th Year of the Reign of King 
Charles II. intitled, An Act for preventing Dangers whit; 
may happen from Popiſh Recuſants, as obligeth all Perſon 


who are admitted into any Office, Civil or Military, gw” e 


/ . „„ 


„ "ob 

re the Sacrament of the Lord's Supper, within a Time li- 
ied by the ſaid AR, and for explaining. and amendivg ſo 
ch of the ſaid Act as relates to the Declaration againſt 
nnlubſlant iation. | >, 

W |: paſſed in the Negative; on a Diviſion, Ayes 89, Noes 


MW 

fril 3d. Refolved, That towards raifing 15000 l. per Reſolutions 

num for defraying the Charge of his Majeliy's Mint, and on Ways and 

Coinage of Gold and Silver Monies; the Duties of 10 3. Means. 

Ton be laid upon all Wines, Vinegar, Cyder and Beer, 

zorted into Great Britain, which were continued for ſeven 

ars, be farther continued for ſeven Years longer, from the 

| Nay of March, 738 

That all the Powers, Privileges and Advantages which 

e granted by an AR of the 18th King Charles II. for en- 

nging the Coinage of Gold and Silver, be further conti- 

dd for ſeven Years. See Vol. VI. page 72. | 

The 9th. Received the Report of the Coinage Bill, an 

fered it to be engroſſed. 

The 10th, Received Petitions from the City, Univerſity Edinburgh Pe“ 

Merchants of Edinburgh, ſetting forth that the Trade of 0 

it City is not able to maintain a Play-Houſe ; that ſuck — 

only to the Debauching the Morals of their Youth ; 

e Parliament has already prohibited under very ſevere 

miities the performing any Play, &c. within five Miles 

the City of Oxford, and Town of Cambridge, and that 

Indurgh, as a Univerſity, ſhould be indulged in like man- 

r, Kc. Therefore praying that the ſaid Bill may not paſs 

ba law. 

vrcered to lie on the Table till the Bill be read a ſecond 

de. 

led a firſt time a Bill for prohibiting the Importation of 

| 1 reprinted abroad; and for limiũng the Prices 

| Books. 

izrced to the Report of Yeſterday's Reſolution on the 

=. viz, 

WT 6:lolved, That 5000 J. be granted as a Reward to Joanna goool. granted 

lens, upon a proper Difcovery to be made by her, for ro Juanna Ste- 

e of che Public, of her Method of preparing her Me- Phens. 

ines for the Stone. 

WT [bc : 5th. Received a Petition of ſeveral Captains, Com- Petition - 

ers and Officers of the Royal Navy, praying to 1 

dy Counſel, againſt the Bill for preventing Otkcers of 5 

M. jety's Ships of War, from carrying Goods and Mer- 

A dizes on Freights, or Trading therewith. 

Reſolved, That the Bill be read a ſecond time upon this 

by Month; on a Divifon, Ayes 134, Noes 80. N 
- n 


- 


F 


Vote on the In a grand Committee took the Coal Aff ir into Conf 


Coal-Bill 


Royal Aﬀent Mr. Speaker reported that this Houſe had attended 
given te ſeve- Majeſty in the Houſe of Peers, when his Majeſty gave 


ral Bills. 


A Meſſage 


from the King 


relating tO a 
Treaty with 
Denmark. 


—_— 4" 
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ration; after Debate, it was moved that the Chairman 
leave the Chair; which paſled in the Affirmative, N; 
Contradicente. | FEES. bo 
The 18th. See Vol. VI. Page 72. 
The 19th Read a firſt time a Bill for explaining an / 
Richard IT. intitled, No Man of Law ſhall be Juſtice 
Aſſize in his own Country. - | 


Royal Aſſent to the Land-Tax-Bill, the Coinage-Bill, 
Oath- Bill, and to 22 private- Bills. 1565 f 

Read a firſt time a Bill for taking off the Duties un. 
Woollen and Bay-Yarn, imported from Ireland to England 
and for preventing the Exportation of Wool to foreign Pad 
See Vol. VI. Page 73, and 79. a 

May 2d. Read a ſecond time and committed the Bill 
providing a Reward to Joanna Stephens, upon a Diſcort 
of her Medicines for the Stone, upon a Diviſion, Ayes of 
Noes 60.* | 

The 3d. See Vol. VE. Page 80. 

The 1oth. Received a Meſſage from his Majeſty, fign 


George Rex. a 


His Majeſty being truly ſolicitous for the Peace and WW 
fare of theſe Kingdoms, and deſirous to contribute, as 
as in him lies, towards preſerving the Public Tranquili 
and the Balance of Power in Europe, hath concluded 
the King of Denmark a Treaty agreeable to that which e 
pired in 1737, and has ordered the ſame to be laid befc 
this Houſe ; that he may be enabled to make good the . 
gagements, which he hath thereby entered into. 

And as Events may happen during ſuch time, as it may 
impoſſible for his Majeſty to have the immediate Advice a 
Aſſiſtance of his great Council, upon any Emergency arifi 
from the preſent Poſture of Affairs in Europe, which m 
nearly concern the Honour, Intereſt, and Safety of the 
Kingdoms; his Majeſty hopes he ſhalt be enabled and ſu 
ported by his Parliament in making ſuch further Augment 
tion of his Forces, either by Sea or Land, as may beco 
abſolutely neceſſary, and in concerting ſuch Meſures as t 
Exigency of Aﬀairs may require; and whatever Exper 
ſhall be thereby occaſioned, ſhall be made in as frugal 


- 
Y — — tt. — 4 —— 4 


* The Minority were for having the Reward paid out 
his Majeſty's Civil Liſt, as was uſual in ſuch Cafes in form 
Reigns. 


; (xi )' ERS 
unner as is poſſible; and an Account thereof ſhall be laid 
xe this Houſe the next Seſſion of Parliament. 


it gracious Meſlage be referred to the Conſideration of 
committee of the whole Houſe, to whom it is referred 
conſider further of the Supply granted to his Majeſty. 

Went into a Committee upon the Supply, and came to 
eral Reſolutions to be reported on Monday. 

The 15th. Paſſed the Bill to explain an AR, that no Man 
Law ſhall be Juſtice of Aſſize in his own Country. | 
Received the Report of Friday's Reſolutions in a Com- 
nee upon the Supply, which were agreed to, viz. 


Ling of Denmark, purſuant to the Treaty bearing Date 
ih Day of March 1738-9. for the Service of the 
1739. ä | : | 
Wy That 500,000/. be granted towards enabling his Ma- 
do make ſuch further Augmentation of his Forces — * 
Lea or Land, as may become abſolutely neceſſary, as 
:: Exigency of Affairs may require. 
That 60,000/. be granted, being the Sum acknowledged 
de due from Great Britain to Spain“, and agreed to in 
e Convention ſigned at the Pardo, January 14, 1739, 
do be applied, together with the further Sum of 
oo J. to be advanced by the Crown of Spain, towards 
ning Satisfaction to his Majeſty's injured Subjects, for the 
iges they have ſuſtained by the Depredations of the 
Wnards. 
That 4000 / be granted towards the repairing and finiſh- 
bs Weſtmintter-Abbey. | 
That 2000 J. be granted for the further Repair and 
piling the Tower and Roof of the Pariſh Church of St. 
ga ret's Weſtminſter. * | | 
Tie 15th. Agreed to the Report of Yeſterday's Reſolu- 
jms, in a Committee of Ways and Means; viz. 


Kol ſuch Monies as have ariſen, or ſhall or may ariſe, of 


Ved the Sinking Fund. 

(bat his Ma jeſty be enabled to iſſve and apply the further 

of 500,000 J. out of the growing Produce of the fame 

ang Fund, or to borrow the ſame by Loans or Exche- 
b 2 quer 


3 


7 


' bir the Deftrudion of the Spaniſb Fleet near Sicily in 1718 


Ordered, Nemine Contradicente,. That his Majeſty's ſaid',, te thereon. 


Reſolved, That 70,5837. 6s. 8d. be granted to His Ma- Votes on the | 
dy on account of the Levy-Money and Subſidy payable to Supply. ä 


lelolved. That towards raiſing the Supply granted to his 50, O00 1. 


Helly, there be iſſued and applied the Sum of 500,000 I. granted 
of the Pro- 


durplufſes, Exceſſes, or Over plus Monies, commonly — — 


Votes relating 
ro the Ameri- | ' 
can Currency to lay before them (the next Seſſions of Parliament) at wh 


Royal Aﬀent The 14th. His Mzjeſly came to the Houſe of Peers, 
Ele to ſeveral gave the Royal Aſſent to the following Public Acts. viz. 


ills. 


(Ni.) 
zuer- Bille, at 3/7. per Cent. Intereſt, to be char | 
— ſecured by che aid Fund; | * LS 

Ordered in a Bill accordingly. 
Agreed to the Report of Yeſterday's Reſolution in a Con 
mittee upon the Supply, viz. 5 
The 22d. Reſolved, That goool. be granted to his M 
jeſty for making Satisfaction to Solomon Merret of Lond 
Merchant, for himſelf and others, late Owners of the 8h 
Sancta Itabella, a Spaniſh Man of War, taken by his k 
Majeſty's Fleet near Sicily in 1718, and fold to then 
which Ship was aiterwards delivered up to the Spaniard 
purſuant to a Treaty between the two Crowns, 
June the 15th. Reſolved, That an humble Addreſs 
preſented to his Majelly that he would be graciouſly plex 


Rates all Gold and Silver Coins were accounted in any of t 
Britiſh Colonies in America, in the Years 1700, 1710, 1728 
and 1730. And what Rates they are now accounted at, 
told for per Ounce. 

Reſolved, That an Humble Addreſs be preſented to | 
Majeſty that he would be pleaſed to lay before them, t 
next Seſſion of Parliament, what was the Amount of t 
Paper Bills, or Bills of Credit, which ſubſiſted or paſſed 
Payment in the Britiſh Colonies, in the Vear 1700. AM 
alſo an Account of the Amount of what Paper-Bills, 4 
have been created or iſſued in'any of the ſaid Colonies fi 
1700; with the Amount of the Value, in Money of Gr 
Britain, of ſuch Bills, at the reſpective Times of their creati 
and iſſuing; and what Proviſion was made thereby, for t 
ſinking or diſcharging of any ſuch Paper-Bills, &c. togetſ 
with an Account of the Amount of the Bills that have be 
ſunk or diſcharged in purſuance thereof, and alſo of 
Bills ſubſiſting or paſſing in Payment at this Time in any 
the ſaid Colonies or Plantations, with the Amount of : 
Value in Engliſh Money &c. | 


An Act for granting to his Majeſty five Hundred Tha 
ſand Pounds out of the Sinking Fund, and for enabling 
Majelty to raiſe the further Sum of five Hundred Thoula 
Pounds oat of the growing Produce of the ſaid Fund, &c. 

To enable his Majeſty to ſettle an Annuity of 15004 
per Annum, on his Royal Highneſs the Duke of Cum 
land, and his Heirs, and alſo, one other Annuity of 2400 
per Annum upon the Princeſſes Amelia, Caroline, Ma 
and Louiſa. | = 

For taking off the Duties upon Woollen and Bay-Yarn 8 
ported from Ireland to England, and preventing the Exp 

tation thereof. | | 


1 


() 
For granting a Liberty to carry Sugars, of the Growth and 
Produce of his Majeſty's Sugar Colonies in America, from 
thence directly to, Foreign Parts. | 
For the more effectual preventing of exceſſive and deceit- 
fu! Gaming. 
For the better preventing Frauds and Abuſes in Gold and 
filver Wares. ENT F | 
For prohibiting the Importation of Books reprinted abroad, 
and firſt compoſed or written and printed in Great Britain. 
To rectify a Miſtake in an Act made in the 6 King George 
J for preventing Frauds and Abuſes in the public Revenues, 
&. And to obviate a Doubt in an Act for preventing his 


reſs Majeſty's Subjects from trading to the Eaſt-Indies, under Fo- 
plea reign Commiſſions. Wis. 
it wh For explaining and amending an AR 8 King Richard IT. 
of t 


That no Man of Law ſhall be Juſtice of Afize in his own 
Country, &c. G 

For continuing an Act 8 Queen Anne, to regulate the 
Price and Aﬀize of Bread. And for continuing and amend- 
ing an Act 2 King George II. for the better Regulation of 
Attornies and Solicitors. | 

For allowing: further time for Inrollment of Deeds, and 
Wills made by Papiſts, &c. 

For the more eaſy aſſeſſing and levying County Rates. 

To impower the High Court of Chancery to lay out, upon 


proper Securities, Monies belonging to the Suitors of that 
Gr Court for their Eaſe, &c. f 

reat! To obviate ſome Doubts in an Act 1 King William and 
for t Queen Mary, concerning Tanned Leather, &c. 
* For providing a Reward to Joanna Stephens, upon a pro- 
e de 


rer Diſcovery to be made by her, for the Uſe of the Public, 
of tue Medicines prepared by her for the Cure of the Stone. 

To enlarge the Powers of the Commiſſioners for building 
Wellminſter-Bridge, and to enable them by a Lottery to 
raiſe Money, &c. 

For eſtabliſhing an Hoſpital at Bath. = 

For improving and preſerving the Navigation of the River 
Lee in Hertfordſhire, &c. 

Ard to ſeveral other public and private Bills. For the 
King's Speech, See Vol. VI. Page 86. 
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(339 ) 
SPEECHES and DEBATES 
In the TwzLTH Szs$10N of the 


Second Parliament of King G EORGE II. 


Charles Dalton, Uſher of the Black Rod, to the 
Commons, commanding their Atttendance in the 
Houſe of Peers ; and they attended accordingly. Being re- 
um' d, Mr. Speaker reported his Majeſty's Speech, which 
was as follows : 


My Lords and Gentlemen. 


been affected with the many Hardſhips and . Injuries 
* ſuſtained by my trading Subjects in America. I have the 
Honour of my Crown, and the true Intereſt of my 
« People tov muck at Heart, to ſee either of them ſuffer 
any Prejudice or Diminution, without purſuing the 
* moſt proper and advantageous Methods for their real Se- 
« curity and Preſervation. 

* Theſe Conſiderations alone were ſufficient to incite me 
to exert my utmoſt Power, in vindicating and protectin 
* our undoubted Rights and Privileges of Navigation — 
Commerce; and nothing could add to my own Zeal in 
ſo juſt a Cauſe, but the due Regard I always have to the 
* Petitions and Complaints of my Subjects, and the Advice 
* of my Parliament. The Wiſdom and Prudence of your 
* Reſolutions, upon this great and national Concern, deter- 
* mined nie to begin with the more moderate Meaſures, and 
to try, once more, what Effect and Influence my friendly 
* Endeavours, and prefling Inſtances would have upon the 
Court of Spain towards obtaining that Satisfaction and 
Security, which we were intitled to demand and expect; 
and your Aſſurances to ſupport me in all Events, enabled 
me to proceed with proper Weight and Authority. 

* Thus ſupported by the concurrent Advice of both Houſes 
* of Parliament, I loſt no Time in making Preparations to 
* do my ſelf and my People Juſtice, if the Conduct 
"of the Court of Spain had laid us under that Neceſ- 
* ſity; and at the ſame Time I did, in the ſtroggeſt Man- 
* ner, repeat my Inſtances for obtaining ſuch Juſtice and Re- 
* Paration for the many Injuries and Loſſes already ſuſtain- 
* ed, and ſuch an effectual Security for the future, as might 
prevent the Conſequences of an open Rupture, 
Vol. V. T t 4 Tt 


HURSDAY, Feb. 1. A Meſſage came by Sir Anno 12 


op. It 
CL RSIgI 


173 


« F Have, upon all Occaſions, declared, how ſenſibly T have The King's Speech; 


* 


Anno Iz Geo. II. 
1718-39. 


cc 


40 


Motion for an Ad- 
dreis of Thanks, 


cc 
«c 
Cc 
c«c 
«c 
cc 
cc 
cc 
60 
cc 
cc 
cc 
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cc 
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can be atcained, without plunging the Nation into a War 


' I heartily wiſh, that the Poſture of Affairs would have peri 


(340 
* Tt is now a great Satisfaction ta me, that I am able te 
acquaint you, that the Meaſures I have purſued, have 
ſo an Effect, that a Convention is concluded 
and ratified between me and the King of Spain; where 
by, upon Conſideration had of the-Demands on bot! 
Sides, that Prince hath obliged himſelf to make Repa 
ration to my Subjects for their Loſſes, by a certain ft. 
pulated Payment; and Plenipotentiaries are therein named 
and appointed, for regulating, within a limited Time 
all thoſe Grievances and Abuſes, which have hither: 
interrupted our Commerce and Navigation in the Ameri 
can Seas; and for ſettling all Matters in Diſpute, in ſuc 
a Manner, as may for the future prevent, and remove 
all new Cauſes and Pretences of Complaint, by a ſtrict Ob 
ſervance of our mutual Treaties, and a juſt R to the 
Rights and Privileges belonging to each other.] will orde 
the Convention, and the ſeparate Article to be laid before youll 
It hath been my principal Care, to make uſe of th 
Confidence you repoſed in me in this critical and doubtf 
Conjuncture, with no other View, but the general and 
laſting Benefit of my Kingdoms ; and if all the Ends 
which are to be hoped for, even from ſucceſsful Arm 


it muſt be thought, by all reaſonable and unprejudicet 
Perſons, the moſt defirable Event, 


Gentlemen of the Houſe of Commons, 
&« I have ordered the proper Eſtimates to be prepared 
and laid before you, for the Service of the current Yea 


mitted me to retrench the publick Expences, for which I an 
obliged to demand the preſent Supplies: And I mak 
no Doubt, but your experienced Zeal and Affection foi 
me and my Government, and the proper Concern you 
have always ſhewn for the publick Good, will induce yo! 
to grant me ſuch Supplies, as you ſhall find neceſſary fo 

the Honour and Security of me and my Kingdoms. 


My Lords and Gentlemen, 
&« I cannot but earneſtly recommend it to you, not tc 
ſuffer any Prejudices or Animoſities, to have a Share ii 
your Deliberation at this important Conjuncture, which 


ſeems in a particular Manner, to call upon you to unit Ice 
in carrying on ſuch Meaſures, as will be moſt conducivę tot 
to the true Intereſt and Advantage of my People.” tloc 


Upon a Motion made by Mr. Campbel * of Pembrokeſhire gl i, 
the following Addreſs of Thanks was agreed to. 4 
| * One of the Lords of the Admiralty 


Moſt s 


(341). 
17 Fe 1 Pens dre and bjefs 
your Majeſty's ti oyal Subjects, 
the — of Great Britain —— 
aſſembled, do beg Leave to return your Majeſty our un- 
feigned Thanks for your Majeſty's moſt gracious Speech 
from the Throne. 
g « We acknowledge your Majeſty's great Goodneſs in 
WF the conſtant Regard your Majeſty has been pleaſed to ex- 
preſs to the Petitions and Complaints of your Subjects, 
and the. Advice of, your Parliament, and in purſuing ſuch 
Meaſures for the Honour and Dignity of your Crown 
and the true Intereſt of your People, as your. Majeſty 
in your great Wiſdom judged to be moſt proper and advan- 
tageous. . 

« We congratulate your Majeſty on the Succeſs of your 
Royal Endeavours, in concluding a Convention with the 
King of Spain, whereby Reparation is ſtipulated to be 
WW made and paid to your Majeſty's injured Subjects, and 
W ?lenipotentiaries are appointed for regulating all thoſe 
_ Grievances and Abuſes, which have hitherto interrupted 
our Commerce and Navigation, and for removing all fu- 
W ture Cauſes and Pretences of Complaint, 

Wie beg Leave to aſſure your Majeſty, that your faith- 
an Commons will effeQually ſupport your Majeſty in ac- 

ompliſhing and bringing to Perfection this great and ne- 

eeſſary Work, in ſuch a Manner as may anſwer the juſt 

= Demands and Expectations of your Majeſty and your 
People. 

And your Majeſty may be aſſured, that your faith- 
ful Commons will t to your Majeſty ſuch Supplies, as 
* ſhall be neceſſary for the Honour and Security of your 
* Majelty and your Kingdoms; and that we will endea- 
* rour to — all Heats and Animoſities in carrying 
on the Publick Buſineſs at this critical and important 
Conjuncture.“ | 


The Motion for this Addreſs produced the following Debate. 
dir William Windham. | 


Sir, 


vree to every Expreſſion of Zeal and Duty to his Perſon, yet 
can by no Means agree to an Addreſs in the Terms of this 
Motion. In the firſt Place, Sir, give me leave to obſerve, 
(books a little ſuſpicious, that the Meeting of Parliament 
been put off at this critical and important JunRure for 
durteen Days. Tho' I am not very apt to believe vul 

ports, yet I am ſorry to ſay, it is but too probable, that 
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gious Manner, notwithſtanding the Reſolutions both Hou 
>— came to laſt Seſſion; and that they could not be broug 
to make the leaſt Conceflion in our Favour, till we had gir 


up every thing that we ought moſt ſtrenuouſly to have iu 


ſiſted on. I ſay, Sir, it is but too probable, that this is t 
true Reaſon why we did not fit fourteen Days ago. 


Spaniards knew well, that ſomething mult be done to ſatisf g 


the Expectations of the Parliament and the Nation; the 


knew that our Miniſtry would purchaſe this at any Rate 


they knew at the ſame Time, by repeated Experience, th: 


we are ſa far from being fond of Fighting, that we woul 


give up almoſt any thing rather than enter into a juſt and n 
ceſſary War. Therefore they put Things off from Time t 
Time, till they brought us to the very critical Day, II 


ſay Hour, when it was neceſſary for us to grant them thei 


own Terms. I beg leave to give my Reaſons for thinking ſ 
and theſe Reaſons ſhall be founded upon the greateſt and mo 
unqueſtionable Authority, the Words of his Majeſty 
Speech, We are told there, Sir, that a Convention wit 
Spain is concluded and ratified ; and that in Conſequence « 


this Convention, Plenipotentiaries have been nominated ſꝗ 
redreſſing within a limited Time all our Grievances and i 
buſes. I have no Manner of Deſign to foreſtal the Opinion 


the Houſe upon this Convention; I hope we ſhall be ſoon f; 
voured with ſeeing it, and I wiſh that it may be found a goe 
one. But I beg leave to take notice, that our Miniſte 
would have ſhewn a much greater Regard for the Sentimen 
of Parliament than they have done, if this Convention h: 


been communicated to the Houſe before it was ratified. BY 


this Means, Sir, we ſhould not have been put to the ungrate 
ful Task of perhaps condemning a Meaſure which has hz 


the royal Sanction, and which is now in ſome Sort irrdf 


vocable. But how have our Miniſtry managed? Why, Si 


they put off the Meeting of Parliament for fourteen Day 


in order to throw this, J may call it, unſurmountable Dih 
ficulty in our Way ; and then we are told, that this Co 
vention is concluded, not only concluded but ratified, and 
not only ſo, but that Plenipotentiaries are appointed to ſee 
executed, and to carry it into a definitive Treaty. Thus is 


very bold Stroke, eſpecially as the Parliament has alreadiſ 
pointed out what our Rights are. If Regard has been had 


to the Reſolutions of Parliament, I can ſee no Manner 0 


Reaſon for appointing Plenipotentiaries for ſettling all Maty 
ters in Diſpute. The Parliament, I think, has already done 


that, by expreſly aſcertaining what the Rights and Privilege 


of this Nation with regard to our Navigation 1n the Indie 


are. Therefore I cannot conceive what theſe Gentlemen ou 
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enipotentiaries are to ſettle, unleſs they intend, by virtue of 
jeir full Powers, to give up ſome Part of what the Parlia- 
gent has already found to be the undoubted Right of this 
Kation. I am certain, Sir, that if they had made the Reſo- 
wions which the Parliament came to laſt Seſſion the Foun- 
ktion of their Demands ; if they had diſcovered a Reſolu- 
an co break off all Treating, rather than depart from the 
{nc of Parliament, either a definitive Treaty might have 
en obtained, or we ſhould by this Time have known the 
Worſt. But by what appears from his Majeſty's Speech, this 
wention is no other than a Preliminary; and in all Pro- 
Wibility a very bad Preliminary too; and the Miniſter has 
Wrnured to clothe ſome of his Creatures with full Powers to 
we up the Rights of this Nation; for they may do it, if they 
Wl are 


I know, Sir, it will be ſaid, that if theſe Plenipotentiaries 
wald act in fo ſcandalous a Manner, they are liable to the 
(:nfure of this Houſe. But will it be any Satisfaction to our 
zured Country, that two or three Perſons, who have but 
x7 little Property, and perhaps as little Reputation to loſe, 
al fall under the Cenſure of this Houſe, after they have 
Wiunefully ſacrificed her moſt valuable Privileges. Beſides, 
how eaſy is it for a State Offender to skreen himſelf 
Won the Juſtice of his Country by flying from it, when he 
Ws made any Step to its Diſadvantage or Diſhonour ? This 


men if the Authors, whoever they are, of this Convention, 
ould find it neceſſary to keep thoſe Underlings, whom they 
ue employed in concluding it, at a Diſtance, and not ſuffer 
dem to return, leſt they be obliged to diſcover ſome Secrets 
zich certain Gentlemen may think neceſſary to be conceal- 
4 Should a diſhonourable definitive Treaty be concluded 
wan the Footing of this Convention, our moſt valuable 
gats, even the Independency of this Crown, may be given 
9, without our being able either to ſave them, or to bring 
be Authors to condign Puniſhment. I remember to have 
rd or read, that the Gentleman who concluded the Ame- 
an Treaty, the Obſervance of which is all we now con- 
td for with the Crown of Spain, and which was in thoſe 
Jiys looked upon as a very bad one, never thought fit to 
aun to England, for Fear of a Parliamentary Cenſure. 

From theſe Conſiderations and many other, I believe 
bentlemen will find it no eaſy Matter for them to agree to 
preſent Motion. With what Propriety, Sir, can we 
Mratulate his Majeſty on his Succeſs, in concluding a 
Meaſure, before we know what Kind of a Meaſure it is. 
Gentleman here can, or at leaſt will, take it upon him 
».nicrm this Houſe, what ars the particular Heads of this 
| Con” 


v uncommon Thing; and I ſhould not at all be ſurpriſed, 
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what Manner our Grievances, which have been ſo : falls 
proved in Parliament, and are ſo loudly complained of b. 
the Nation, are to be redreſs'd. If we can ſuppoſe 

Sum that is ſtipulated by this Convention, to amount to or 
tenth Part of what we have ſuffered by the Spaniards ; if wy 
can ſuppoſe that there is a Clauſe in the Convention, whict 
Jeaves all the former Treaties betwixt us and Spain at 
Mercy of thoſe Plenipotentiaries; if we ſuppoſe farth 
Sir, that ſome Part of our Rights and Poſſeſſions are actuall 
given up by this Convention, will any Gentleman ſay th: 
we ought to agree to this Motion, and return Thanks fc 
Meaſures, not only before we know what they are, b 
after the ſtrongeſt Reaſon for preſuming that they are bad. 
hope therefore, Gentlemen will think it ſufficient, if » 
ſhall upon this Occaſion, confine ourſelves to thoſe Expref 
ſions, that are reſpectful and dutiful to his Majeſty's Perſo 
without adding any Thing in our Addreſs, that may loo 
like an Approbation of this Convention. For this Purpoſe 
J think, we ought to leave out all the Words of this Ac 
dreſs, but the firſt and laſt Paragraphs. 

Sir Robert Walpole. 

Sir, 

The Importance of this Juncture, the Expectation « 
the Houſe, and the Share I have the Honour to bear in hi 
Majeſty's Counſels, make it proper and neceſſary that 
ſhould ſay ſomewhat on this Occafion : But at the ſame Time 
T own that I am able to ſay nothing that can give any Ge 
tleman, who judges coolly and impartially, any additional 
Conviction of this Addreſs without the Amendment bein 
proper, beſides what he muſt receive from reading th 
Words of the Addreis itſelf. | 

We have now, Sir, enter'd into a Debate about 
Meaſure, the Event of which muſt, in ſome Degree, i 
fluence Poſterity in the Judgment that they ſhall form of th 
Wiſlom of the Britiſh Government during his preſent Ma 
jeſty's Reign. The Wrongs we have recieved from Spai 
have been great, and the preſent Age expects that the Sati 
f ction we are to receive, or the Revenge we are to take fo 
theſe Wrongs, will be great alſo. Future Ages, Sir, 
ciſe the preſent is diſappointed in this Expectation, wi 
look upon us as a diſpirited, corrupted, mean People; 1 
ſho-t, they will look upon us in the ſame Light in whic ors 
ſome Gentlemen take the Liberty to repreſent the Minil qurL 
But, Sir, if on this Occaſion his Majeſty's Miniſters have ob. 
tained more than ever on like Occaſions was known to vo” 
obtained; if they have reconciled the Peace of their Coun 


try to her true Intereſt; if this Peace, Sir, is attendei 
- VI 1 
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ch all the Advantage that the moſt ſucceſsful Arms could 
,re procured, as I hope to make appear, I will be bold to 
that future Ages, always impartial in their Cenſure or 
ee, will conſider this as the moſt glorious Period of our 
duced this happy Event, which every Gentleman who 
es himſelf of Paſſion and Prejudice is ready to do, and 
ich I have great Reaſon to believe the preſent Age, when 
u informed, will not refuſe. 
This Houſe and Parliament, Sir, is his Majeſty's greateſt, 
Wt, and beſt Council. A Seat in this Houſe is equal to 
r Dignity deriv'd from Poſts or Titles, and the Appro- 
:on of this Houſe is preferable to all that Power, or even 
jelty itſelf, can beſtow : Therefore when I ſpeak here as a 
Liſter, I ſpeak as poſſeſſing my Powers from his Majeſty, 
s being anſwerable to this Houſe for the Exerciſe of 
Wi: Powers. I have often, Sir, on other Occaſions, pro- 
d my Readineſs to ſubmit to the Juſtice of my Country, 
ſhall chearfully acquieſce in the Judgment this Houſe 
ul form of our Negociations ; becauſe while I do that, 
m ſure to ſuffer no Wrong. But, as the beſt and moſt e- 
ble Intentions may be perverted by Miſrepreſentation 
facts, and as the moſt impartial Mind is ſuſceptible of 
wadice when artfully inſtill'd, I hope it will be look'd 
vn as a proper Piece of Juſtice done to myſelf, if I ſhall 
Wavour, by ſtating one or two Facts, to ſet this Affair in a 
pht that may remove all Objections. 
The chief Conſideration, Sir, that ariſes from the preſent 
keſtion is, Whether, as Great Britain is now circum- 
red, it had been more proper for the Government to 
; WW: cnter'd into a bloody and uncertain War, or to lay 
WW a Foundation for a Peace, as no Gentleman can regu- 
W pronounce is not a ſafe and honourable Foundation. 
We order to conſider this Queſtion rightly, we muſt take a 
tw of the Advantages we could propoſe to ouffelves iu 
of a War with Spain, and in cafe that War was even 
Ite ſucceſsful. | 
know that Gentlemen, who are otherwiſe very can- 
x upon this Point, are apt to imagine, from the military 
ory of this Nation, that our Arms are invincible: And I 
kn, Sir, that this is a moſt prevailing Argument, eſpe- 
u in a popular Aſſembly. There is ſomewhat in it, that 
ters the Ambition which Feople generally entert:in of 
Muring Fame and Riches by the ſame Means that raiſed 
ave ob Anceſtors. In the Hiſtory of our Wars with Spain, 
lee great Navies defeated, great Treaſures, and till great- 
Clories, acquired by our Soldiers and Sailors. But in the 
Ky while, we never reflect that the Situation of — 
twixt 
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betwixt Britain and Spain is intirely different from wh 
then was. Spain at that Time was the Dread, was the 
vy of Europe; as ſhe had then powerful Armaments, wi 
excited the Courage of the Brave, and immenſe Treafy 
all her own, that prompted the Avarice df the Rich. 
had not one Ally in the World who bore her Good-wi 
nough to aſſiſt her with any Zeal, and her Views wer 
dangerous, that her Enemies borrowed Courage f 
Deſpair. 1 

0 — preſent, Sir, if I may advance a Paradox, her g 
Security lies in her viſible Weakneſs. The Preſervatio 
the Spaniſh Monarchy entire and undiſmember'd, has, fo 
moſt an Age paſt, ſeem'd to be the general Inclinatio 
all the Powers in Europe, becauſe, were the Riches 
flow into Spain, to fall into the Hands of any other Pex 
the reſt of Europe muſt ſoon be drain'd of all its Trea 
Whereas, at preſent, there is ſcarce any Nation in Eu 
who has not a larger Property in her Plate-Ships and ( 
leons, than ſhe herſelf has. It is true, all that Treaſu 
brought home in Spaniſh Names, and the King of Spain 
nerally impoſes a large Indulto upon it; but Spain herſe 
no more than the Canal through which theſe Treaſure 
convey*d all over the reſt of Europe. Should there 
we pretend to ſeize theſe Treaſures, we could not f: 
meet with a powerful Oppoſition. Even our beſt Allies, 


a Step, and be the firſt that would enter their Compl: 
againſt it. 8 g | 

But I have heard it objeCted,that if this is a good R 
now for our not endeavonring to diſtreſs Spain by intercep 
her Treaſures, the ſame Reaſon will always exiſt z fince 
other Powers of Europe will always have a Property in t 
Ships: therefore there never can be a Time proper for 1 
do ourſelves Juſtice in caſe we are denied it by Spain. I tt 
this Argument rather plauſible than ſolid. For my 
Part, Sir, I am of Opinion, that though this would Us 
have been the proper Time for ſuch a Step, yet it is 
impoſſible but that a Time may come when ſuch a 
may be proper and neceſſary. But give me Leave to 
that this Neceſſity can ariſe only from our ſuffering n 
from the Violence and Injuſtice of the Spaniards, tha 
can ſuffer from a Confederacy of all the reſt of Europe 
king their Part. Tt never can be proper, Sir, for us to 
the American Treaſures, until theirCourt ſhall abſolutely 
us Juſtice, and tell us in downright Terms, that ſhe 1s 
ſolved to have no Regard to Treaties, and that ſhe is 
termined to do all ſhe can to ruin our Trade, 


BW » IE FI IEP 


By (39) © HE ' 
Iifturb us in the Poſſeſſion of our American Dominions. If ſhe f 1 : 
ald proceed, Sir, to that Height of Injuſtice, we might very — 1 
turally conclude; that here our All was at Stake ; that if 
ſhould look tamely on while our American Commerce 
; ruin'd, our European muſt ſoon follow); for there is not a 
Republick, a petty Prince, in all Europe; who will 
any Regard to a People who ſuffer ſuch Inſolence, ſuch 
juſtice, without reſenting it; and that, if all our Trade is 
ne and ruin'd, the Nation is in effect undone. Therefore 
4 have nothing in the worſt Event to fear, worſe than what | 
atio n unavoidably happen if we ſuffer this Treatment any 


, fo mer. I ſay, Sir, when we ſhall be brought thus low, 
wa | when the Spaniſh Inſolence ſhall run ſo high as to ren- 


r this Way of Reaſoning juſt and natural, then is the Time 
x us to venture upon ſo bold, I had almoſt called it fo 
Trea ernte, a Step as the ſeizing the Spaniſh Treaſures. But, 
any Gentleman take upon him to pronounce, that the pre- 
nd uncture comes within this Deſcription, or that its Cir- 


asu iunces admit of any Parallel with thoſe of the Time I 
Pain We juſt now figur'd ? No, Sir; Spain, far from ſupporting 
herſe ast Claims that are inconſiſtent with the Intereſt of this 
{ure on, has actually relinquiſhed thoſe ſhe before ſet up : She 
here. :Qually, I ſay, Sir, relinquiſhed Claims which ſhe main- 
t k 4 ned for theſe threeſcore Years paſt. I believe I may go 
lies, er, I may ſay, ſhe has now, by this very Conven- 
pon , relinquiſhed a Claim which ſhe has maintained 
mpU 4 ſince ſhe poſſeſs'd her American Dominions. But 

ss not all, ſhe has not only given up this Claim, but 
R nid Damages for the Injuries which the Britiſh Subjects 
reep 


we ſuffer d, in conſequence of her pretended Rights, as 
ſince Wunded upon this Claim. This, Sir, is ſuch a Point gain'd, 
in OE: Gentlemen muſt be wilfully blind, if they don't ſee that 
for WWE: Adminiſtration in Britain muſt have been mad, had 
key deſperately plung'd their Country into a War, while it 
in their Power to conclude a Peace, where this great, 
ws deciſive Conceſſion was to ſerve as the Foundation. Upon 
It 18 at Grounds, Sir, could we have proceeded to Extremities with 
aan? Had we pretended that, becauſe ſome of our Merchants 
WJ ſuffered by the Injuſtice and Rapaciouſneſs of her Subjects, 
Weerefore we were reſolved to be deaf to every other Way of . 
Wing up the Difference that follow'd upon this Injuſtice,than 
rope lat of the Sword: Had we made ſuch a Declaration, and ſuch 
beclaration we muſt have made if we had gone to War, would 
pain have had a very plauſible Pretext for intereſting the 
N der Powers of Europe in her Favour? Might ſne not then have 
e 1 vld the French Court, It is true, ſome of the Britiſh Mer- 
' chants ſuffer'd by my Subjects, but without my Knowledge, 
nd againſt my Intention; but I was no ſooner inform'd of 
Vol. V. U u * the 
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© the true State of the Affair, than I offer d her all im 
© ginable Satisfaction; I even offered to indemnify the Mer 
© chants for the Loſſes they have ſuftained; I offer 
© to tie myſelf down to a ſtrict Obſervance of Treaties; b 
© it ſeems that theſe. Conceſſions do not anſwer the Views c 
© Britain, She therefore certainly entertains ſome dangerou 
« Pefign;ſhe is forming ſome Project that may be deſtructiy 
* to your Intereſt, and which I ſhall never be able to diſap 
© point but by your Means.“ | | 

* This, Sir, I fay, would have been- the Language « 
Spain, had the Adminiſtration here rejected all her Gf: 
and turn'd its Back upon the moſt favourable Propoſal 
The Court of France, in the mean Time, ſhews too plai 
ly, by her own Conduct, what her Senſe of the Matter i 
She ſhews plainly that ſhe is of Opinion, the Spaniarc 
may ſcize a Ship on the open Seas, and that ſuch a Ship 


Spaniſh Ports, and there condemn'd. I ſay, that Fran 
is plainly of that Opinion, becauſe we know that Ships be 
longing to her were actually taken and confiſcated by t 
Spaniards ; nay, Sir, I can venture to affirm, that Seizure 
have been made of French Veſſels, as much in Violation « 
all Treaties and Juſtice, as any Britiſh Subject ever yet h: 
Reaſon to complain of; but we never heard that France ri 
claim'd thoſeShips.I don't know whether that happen'd becau 
her Miniſtry was of Opinion that theſe Seizures were j 
fiable, or becauſe they thought it would be impolitic to en 
broil themſelves with Spain on account of any private Qua 
rel. I don't at all deny, that we have ſuffer'd a great de: 
more from the Spaniards than the French have; but I mer 
tion this to inform the Houſe that, in all Appearance, t 
French would have been our Enemies, had we gone to W. 
before we had treated; and if we had rejected all Terms « 
Accommodation, or inſiſted on thoſe Terms that no Peopl 
not abſolutely reduced, would have granted. 
Even the Dutch, Sir, who depend as much upon Trad 
as we do, have never thought fit to come to Extremitie 
tho* their Sufferings are as great, and as unjuſtifiable, 
ours are. They have been contented to make Applicatior 
and repeat Remonſtrances at the Court of Spain; but 
have never yet heard of their being able to obtain ſo muclil 
as a Cedula to American Governors for the Reſtitution 
one Ship of theirs unjuſtly ſeized, We, Sir, it is well know 
have obtained many; and if ſome of them had not the da 
ſired Effect, I am convinced it was owing more to the Ari 
of the Governors themſelves, than to the Intentions of t 
Spaniſh Court. So that Icannot ſee, upon what Foundatic 
Gentlemen procced, when they repreſent Britain as under 
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raſt forc'd to put up with the groſſeſt Aﬀronts and Injuries, with- 
cut the leaſt Satisfaction or Reparation. Had the Dutch ob- 
ined as much as we did even before this Convention, I 
in convinc'd, that they would have been perfectly contented, I 
in convinc'd their Government would not have indulged the 
Complaints of private Traders ſo far, as to make a public 
Enquiry, which might have occaſion'd a Rupture ; nor 
bald their Miniſters have infiſted on immediate Satisfaction. 
© They know too well, Sir, that very great Abuſes are daily 
ommitted in the American Trade; they know too well that 
publick Complaints and Remonſtrances might produce an 
Enquiry that would turn out no way in their Favour. 
After what I have ſaid, Sir, is it to be imagin'd that 
my of our Neighbours would have been well pleaſed, had we 
l at once, without hearing, or at leaſt weighing the Terms 
nopoſed by Spain, come to Extremities ? The French, fo 
ar from countenancing ſuch a Conduct in us, would not, I 
m afraid, have been prevailed upon to remain neutral. And 
towever Gentlemen may flatter ' themſelves, however great 
nm Opinion they may entertain of the Power of this Nation, 
xe are not invincible, The French have Men; they have 
Money ; they have Allies to ſupport them. The Spaniards 
bye Revenge; they have Pride; they have Reſentment to 
gatify. Gentlemen won't find that it would have been an 
aly Matter for us to have grappled with both theſe Powers, 
ſported by ſuch Advantages, and prompted by ſuch Mo- 
tres. I believe our Land Forces are equal to any Body of 
Men in the World of the like Number; but I have not fo 
vad an Opinion of them as to venture the Honour and In- 
treſt of a whole Kingdom on the Bravery and Skill of the 
mall Handful which we keep, againſt the vaſt Bodies of 
xell-diſciplin'd Veteran Troops, which France and Spain in 
unjunction can bring into the Field. 
As to the Dutch, they in all Probability would have 
ken determined by the Conduct of France, in caſe we had 
ame to an open Rupture with Spain. Every Gentleman 
lere is ſufficiently ſenſible of the preſent low Circumſtances 
f that Republic. The late glorious War left them pro- 
lgiouſly involved in Debt; this Debt obliged them to 
creaſe their Taxes, and disband all their Troops, 
txcepting what are abſolutely neceſſary to keep up 
ter Garriſons. Their Fleet lies in their Harbours in a 
ery bad Condition, and requires more Money than they 
an furniſh to rig it out, Beſides, Sir, it would at this 
lime have been extreamly dangerous to herſelf, had 
be acted for an Intercſt ſeparate from that of the 
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trench ; who have a fine Army on Foot, which 
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A2 Condition to give any Diverſion that Way. His on Arm 
and Finances are in the utmoſt Diſorder. And the other Pow 
ers, who may be inclinable to prevent ſuch an Attempt, lie 
too great a Diſtance, and have too ſtrict Engagements wit 
France, for us to expect any Diverſion fromthem. -Thu: 
Sir, if we argue upon the Principles of Reaſon, it hum 
Foreſight can determine any Thing, if the ſtrongeſt Pre 
bability is to have any Weight, it muſt haye been impoli 
tick and imprudent in us to have hazarded a War, ſo long 
we had any Proſpect of concluding an honourable Peace 

I ſhall now beg Leave, Sir, to confider what Effect 
precipitate Declaration of War muſt have had at Home. I 
the firſt Place, our whole Spanith Trade muſt have ſunk a 
once; our Portugal Trade muſt have been greatly embat 
raſſed, and our American very much endangered. Suppoſ 
that the Adminiftration had joined laſt Seſſion in the pop 
lar Outcry for War; and that a vigorous'War was actual 
entered into; Can any Gentleman ſay that this would have ftop 
the Mouths of thoſe whoare reſolved to find Fault at any Rate 
In ſuch an Event, may we not eaſily imagine to ourſelves th: 
we hear a ae the Word declaiming on the Bene 


fits of Peace ; telling the World that a trading People ough 
by all manner of means to avoid War; that nathing is il 
deſtructive to their Intereſts, and that any Peace is preferable 
even to a ſucceſsful War? He might argue, the Spaniar 
have offered fair and reaſonable Terms : They have eve 
offer'd to indemnify our Merchants for the Loſſes they hav 
ſuſtained, They have offer'd an amicable Meeting to a 
juſt all Points in Difference; they have offered to come in 
all reaſonable Terms; yet our Miniſtry, rather than life 
to what might have proved fo beneficial to the Nation, 
blundered into an expenſive and hazardous War. ö 
This, Sir, I own would have been blundering; and thol 
Gentlemen, once in their Life-time, in ſuch an Even 
would have applied that Term right. It requires no 7 | 
Art, no great Abilities, in a Miniſter, to purſue ſuch Mea 
ſures as might make a War unavoidable, That is a ver 
eaſy Matter; but, Sir, how many Minſters have you nal 
who knew the Art of avoiding War by making a fafe al 
an honourable Peace ? How many Kings, Sir, have you 
had, who knew how to make Choice of ſuch Miniſters? 
thoſe Gentlemen who are very fond of Parallels deſire to kno 
what Figure we make in the Affairs of Europe at preſen 
when compared with the Figure which we made in forms 
Times, let them dip into our Hiſtory under James | 
| Firſt, a Reign, famous for Negociations and _— 


To (C360) x | | 
compare, Sir, the Iuſolence of Spain at that in Goo. N 
with What it is now: Let them compare _ Ay 
; borne: their late Treatment If any 
Gentleman will do this, do it impartially, he will 
ſnd that the very worſt Treaty made under his preſent in 
Pjeſty is more advantageous, and more honourable, 1 
lan the beſt that was made under that long pacific Reign. y 
k will perhaps be thought that the Parallel ought to be run \ 
jith the Days of Queen Elizabeth, rather than with thoſe of 
ling James, But, as I obſerved before, that is a very falſe 
kluſive Way, of Reaſoning. So many Circumſtances con- 
ured to raiſe the Reputation of that Princeſs, that it is next 
p impoſſible they ſhould ever agais meet in one Perſon, and 
t the ſame Time. She had to do with Neighbours, every 
ne of which was of a different Intereſt from another: By 
fully fomenting their Differences, it was eaſy for her to 
teep the Balance of Power in her own Hand. The many 
yen and ſecret Attempts made by Traitors at home upon 
ter Life and Crown, endeared her Perſon to her Subjects; 
ud her Miniſtry, who found their own Intereſts inſeparably 
wmneted with hers, run all Riſques in her Service. It is 
me, they were great and wiſe Men, and they ſerved a great 
ile Miſtreſs. But ſtill, Sir, give me leave, to ſay, that a great 
tal of the amazing Succeſs that attended her Reign was 
wing to Fortune. Had not the Winds and Waves fought 
pore effectually for her at the Time of the Spaniſh Invaſion, 
kan her Sailors and Soldiers, though it muſt be own'd, they 
xere very brave Men, I am afraid the Character of her 
leign would have ſuffered, and that not a little. The World, 
lr, is wy apt to judge of Meaſures and Characters by 
trents, and as Events depend on Fortune, it is the Part of a 
vie Miniſter to leave as little as poſſible to Fortune: Too 
nuch muſt be left to her, even in the moſt cautions Manner 
iMiniſter can act In the Negoctation we are now conſi- 
tring, Sir, had we acted in any other Manner than we 
kve done, we muſt in effect have left every Thing to 
fortune, ſince all the Reparation we could expect, by any 
ther Means than thoſe of Negociation, depends upon a 
Thouſand Accidents, and is liable to a Thouſand Diſappoint- 
nents, Therefore give me leave ſay, Sir, that the Succeſs 
wich one Miniſtry has met with from the Favour of For- 
une, is no Reafon why another Miniſtry ſhould tread the 
ame dangerous Paths, eſpecially when they can compaſs the 
kme Ends by the more ſafe and more certain Way of 
Negociation. | 
© Upon the whole, Sir, I will venture to ſay that this E 
Nepociation has been the beſt conducted, and the moſt hap- 
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acne 12 Ces. u pily finiſhed, of any we meet with in"Hiftorys" For we hay 
6 — left the Payment of our Merchants to the Arbitration : 

Commiſſaries, or Plenipotentiaries; we have not accepted 

an Order upon any of their Chambers in Spain; but we hat 
expreſly ty'd down his Catholick Majeſty himſelf; 
have obtained his great Seal as a Security for their Payment 
and ſo tender was his Majeſty of his Subjects Property, the 
his Miniſters refuſed to enter into any Negociation relating t 
this Affair, till ſuch Time as Reparation for the Loſſes « 
8 our Merchants was fully and expreſly ſtipylated. Such: 
expreſs and full Stipulation is obtained, to the great Conf 
ſion, I believe, and Diſappointment of ſome amongft 
who, rather than not ſee their Country involved in a W. 
would be content that ſhe were involved in Calamities, ar 
embroiled with every one of her Neighbours. Theſe Dif 
poſitions are more dangerous to our. Intereſts than all 
Force of Spain; and it muſt be owing to theſe Diſpoſition 
if the Endeavours of his Majeſty for the Peace and Happii 
nels of Britain are rendered ineffetual: As yet we mail 
thank Heaven, they had no other Effect than to unite th 
Friends of our moſt happy Eſtabliſhment more firmly to 
gether ; and while they continue united, I hope the "Effort 
of Malice and Faction will be always diſappointed. | 
But it is ſomewhat very ſurprizing, Sir, that this Addref 
ſhould meet with ſuch Oppoſition ; for I don't ſee any Thing 
. in it that can in the leaſt preclude Gentlemen from making 
what Objections they pleaſe to the Convention, when it ſhall 
be laid before them. We thank his Majeſty for the Suc 
ceſs of his Royal Endeavours in concluding à Convention 
whereby Reparation is obtain'd for his injur d Subjects, ani 
Plenipotentiaries appointed for regulating all thoſe Griewl 
vances that have hitherto interrupted our Commerce ana 
Navigation, and for removing all future Cauſes of Complainiug 
Are not all theſe very deſirable Conſequences of a Negocial 
tion? Is not Reparation for paſt Injuries one of the twali 
Points we have always inſiſted on? And what can be mor 
done towards obtaining Security againſt future Encroachi 
ments, than to remove all future Cauſes of Complaints bull 
proper Regulations? Bat, ſay Gentlemen, this is only re 
ferred to Plenipotentiaries, whereas it ought to have beet 
poſitively inſiſted upon, as a Foundation to all future Nego 
ciations upon that Subject, that the Spaniards had no Right 
whatſoever to ſearch our Ships upon the open Seas, Y 
Sir, no Gentleman in this Houſe would have been bette 
pleaſed than I, had Spain thought fit to have given up this 
Point by a clear and poſitive Renunciation. But when two 
People treat upon an equal Foot, I believe it very hard tc 
produce any Initance wherein one Party could be brought td 
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ed on as their Right, and to give ſuch a Renunciation too, 
wen before it was ſo much as examined into, whether 


Claim of ſearching our Ships for many Years paſt; for 
nany Years, Sir, before the preſent auguſt Family came to 
de Throne; for many Years before I was concerned in publick 
Mairs: And are we to imagine that they will give up this 
Caim by a poſitive Renunciation, even before we give them 
wy. Reaſon why it ought to be aboliſhed? I fay, Sir, are 

ye to imagine that Spaniards will do this, a People who are 
oſinately fond of Power, and even of the Shadow of it? 
;People ſcrupulouſly attached to formal Enquiries and Diſ- 
uſions? I do not know, whether after a War ſucceſsfully 
D arried on by us, we could have made them yield to any 

"IH Treaty to which a poſitive Renunciation was to be the Pre- 
Iminary. At leaſt I remember to have read, that notwith- 
ou t:nding their being reduced to the loweſt, the moſt deſpicable 
"PI Circumitances, at the Time the American Treaty was con- 


Nor daded ; yet all the Art, all the Threatening, all the Repre- 
« tntations of our Court and Miniſtry at that Time, could 

wt induce them to confirm our Right to Jamaica by a poſi- 

: ire Renunciation of that Iſland in our Favour. How un- 

F raſonable then is it to expect that Spain would have hear- 

bin to any Accommodation, where it was laid down as 


kin! reliminary, that ſhe ſhould give up a Claim which ſhe 
nu immemorially poſſeſs'd, and which ſhe look'd upon, 
jechaps, as abſolutely neceſſary to the Preſervation of her 
Intereſt in America? 
© Thus, Sir, I have, I hope, ſet this important Objection 
n a clear Light. I don't know what Effect it may now 
le upon Gentlemen, but the Reaſons I have given againſt 
lun © preremptory Method of Proceeding had ſuch a Weight 
nn me, that I did not make the leaſt Difficulty in agree- 
ly to this Convention. I will venture to ſay, that when it 
s concluded, I thought it my Happineſs that the Nation 
dach! wald look upon the Influence I have in the Government as 
ts bully of the principal Means that brought it about. Nay, I 
kould not be ſorry if it was looked upon as a Meaſure en- 
ieh my own. But, Sir, whether this Convention is a 
bod or a bad Meaſure, a few Days will determine. Whatever 
ſagment this Houſe may think fit to paſs upon it, I hope the 
addreſs, as mov*d for without the Amendment, will be agreed 
b. We have great Reaſon to believe that this Convention 
p this sfor the Honour and Intereſt of the Nation; we have as 
jet no Reaſon to believe the contrary, and therefore no 
id to leaſon to oppoſe this Addreſs. Laſt Seſſion, Sir, I remember 
pht to ut I undertook to be anſwerable for the Meaſures _ 


ve an abſolute Renunciation of a Point which they once in- Ao 45 Ge 
Ld ſuch a Right or not. The Spaniards have uſurped 
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ano 12. Be. u the Government ſhall purſue while L hav the Honourte 4 
8 a Miniſter. I am prepared to make good. 
| defire'no more than a fair Hearing; and thisT 
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Promiſe. 1 
be deny'd me. But, Sir, if Gentlemen may, by apreeir 
to the Amendment, raiſe a Prejudice without Doors again 
the Convention, and perhaps with ſuch a Ferment, as woiilc 
in the Event give them great Uneafineſs; in ſuch à Caſe 
many who, T know, are otherwiſe Friendsof the Government 
would be ſorry to find themſelves inſtrumental in heating 
People to ſuch a Degree, as to admit of no Reaſoning upot 
this Subject, and thereby render a War unavoidable. Such 
Sir, I am afraid would be the Confequence of our ing 
to this Amendment; and it is a Conſequence which 
Man who underſtands, and defires to promote the Intereſt 
his Country, wiſhes to fee avoided.” 
George Lyttelton Eſq; * 
Sir, N | 
I am very ready to agree, with the honourable Gentle 
man, that Poſterity will judge of the Figure which Britain 
makes in the Affairs of Europe from her Behaviour at thi 
uncture: There is no Doubt that if we have entered into 
candalous Negociation with Spain, Poflerity will think th: 
we have a very weak Miniſtry, But let the late Nepoci: 
tions that have been carried on with that Court be neyer 
honourable for this Nation, I am afraid Poſterity will nic 
be perſuaded that we are at preſent bleſſed with a very firr 
diſintereſted Miniſtry. Taking the right honourable Ge 
tleman's Account of this Negociation to be genuine, a 
that we have made a ſafe — an honourable Convention, 
believe Poſterity will be apt to enquire by what Means, b 
whoſe Management, the Reputation and Power of Brita 
were ſunk ſo low as to be forced, after ſuffering a Series of 
Inſults and Injuries during almoſt 20 Years, to think herſe 
happy in procuring Common Juſtice to her Subjects from 
Power always found inferiour to her own. Poſterity, I a 
afraid, Sir, will be at a Loſs to account for the Manageme 
that reduced Great Britain fo low as to be obliged, even be 
fore ſhe could obtain this bare Piece of Juſtice, to fit out 
Fleet at a vaſt Expence, to ſend this Fleet abroad, to keep 
on the Coaſts of Spain, and at laſt, to take up with a Co 
vention, wherein no Regard has been had to all this vaſt E 
pence, and not a Shilling ſtipulated to defray it. Sir, I thin 
that when the honourable Gentleman was diſplaying his Im « 
partiality and Candour, he ſhould have favoured the Houl 
with his Thoughts in what Manner Poſterity will acco 
for all theſe Circumſtances, without taking it for grantec 
that ſome Part of the Blame lies at the Door of our Miniltr) 


Secretary to his Royal Higlmeſs the Prince of Wales. «7 
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mages. I cannot ſay, Sir, that I can at preſent bring 
xncalar Face and Parallels to difprove this Ar 
tion; but I dare ſay there is no Gentleman ever ſo little 
rrſed in Hiſtory, who does not know that there is nothing 
nore common than for one Nation to indemnify another for 
he Expence of a War, or even the Preparations of a War. 
let us conſider, Sir, how either of theſe Caſes differs from 
mat lately was the Caſe betwixt us and Spain. We were 
wt, it is true, in a State of open War; ſo far from it, that 
te Spaniards were, during the Time of their moſt violent 


were ſo very obliging to us, that accepted of all 
+ Offices of Friendſhip and Kidnes, which we ſo pro- 
kely heap'd upon them. They were even ſo civil as to ac- 
of our Aſſiſtance in placing a Son of their Family upon 
te Throne of an independent m ; but inthe mean time 
ley took care not to give us one nity of ſhewing our 
(amplaiſance in the | Manner. I need not deſcend into 
iculars z Gentlemen, I believe, have not t what was 
wred at the Bar of this Houſe laſt Seſſion ; have not 
mot the Inhumanities and Inſults practiſed on eur Fellow 
kbjects by this haughty Neighbour. Now, Sir, will the right 
knourable Gentleman ſay, that becauſe, the Spaniſh Bar- 
krities and Injuries were committed at a Time when we 
dee not only at Peace with them, but ſhewing them the 
Wo exceſſive Marks of Friendſhip, therefore it was unpre- 
Witiented that they ſhould make any pecuniary Acknowledg- 
rats for our real Damages? Will he pretend that our Mi- 
ien, for that ſame Reaſon, ought not to have inſiſted on 
WI wing ſome Reparation for the Injuries our Sailors have re- 
tired in their Perſons, and ſome Satisfaction for the wound- 
Honour of this Nation? Let us ſuppoſe, Sir, that we had 
tey'd our Reſentment by repelling Farce by Force, and 
kt we had, as we ought to have done, enter'd immediate- 
into a vigorous War. We ſhall ſuppoſe, Sir, that an 
lcommodation was ſet on foot, and Plenipotentiaries on both 
Wes appointed. I ſhall in that Caſe appeal to every Gentle- 
wn, who knows the leaſt either of the Hiſtory of his 
an or any other Country, if the Spaniards could have 
Gefted to us, that our being indemnify'd. not only for 
ar preceding Damages, but even for our Expences of 
te War, was unuſual and unprecedented. It is a 
(him that is made almoſt in every Negociation that ſol- 
uus upon a War, and is commonly admitted. Now, Sir, 
Vor. V, X X if 


Jepredations, our faithful Allies; we careſſed them, and 
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« ] catinot take my Leave of this Subject, Sir, without 4229 12 Geo. U. 
raking fome Obdervations upon what fell from the right ho- oe 
zourable Gentleman, with regard to what he ſaid of the 
reign of James the firſt, That Reign was the pooreſt, the 
belt, and the moſt diſgraceful in the Engliſh Hiſtory: 
what have they to anſwer for, Sir, who have reduced 
Reign ſo low, as to admit of a Parallel with that of 
firſt? This Convention, Sir, from all we yet | 
how of it, may one Day ſwell the Charge againſt thoſe | 
zho have brought us to this Paſs ; and, till I am more tho- | 
poghly acquainted with its real - Merits, I am entirely | 
ganſt taking any Notice of it at all.? | 
1 6: ind Cotton. 
i, ; | | | 
I ſhould be glad if the right hon. Gentleman, who Sir Joba Hind Cotton 
hoke laſt againſt the Amendment, would inform the Houſe 
nat greater Security we have for the Performance of this 
vention than we have had for the Performance of ev 
Treaty we have for theſe twenty Years paſt entered into wi 
ain, I ſpeak this upon the Suppoſition that the Convention 
zin our Favour, and that it anſwers all the juſt Demands of 
be Nation. The right honourable Gentleman faid, indeed, 
hat we had now obtained the Great Seal of Spain. Really, 
ir, I believe the Great Seal of Spain to be a very pretty 
Tting ; I believe we have obtained ſomewhat that may do 
ery well to divert a Boy or a Girl ; but I don't ſee how the 
Great Seal of Spain can be any greater Security to us for the 
teervation or Recovery of our Rights, than what we had 
efore by the Treaties in Force. as not the Great Seal 
Spain affix'd to all theſe Treaties ? Do we find that the 
WI niards pay any Regard to it? And has the right ho-. 
able Gentleman given the Houſe any one Reaſon why 
rer r ould believe that they will pay any R to this Con- 
wvion, ſuppoſing it is in our Favour ? Therefore Sir, till Iam 
wormed in what Manner the Rights of this Nation are better 
tured by this Convention than they were by former Trea-. 
ts, I muſt be for the Amendment.“ 
x "nx Barnard. 
ir, 
* I ſhall not detain the Houſe, as it is now late, in entering air John Barnare, 
ry far into the Merits of this Convention; but I cannot 
tp obſerving that it ſeems to me to be a very extraordinary 
llefure, All I can find that has been done by it, is a Sum 
Money obtain'd for our private Merchants. Every Thing 
tle is referred to a future Diſcuſſion, whoſe Event is very 
Ucertain, It is true, that this Addreſs, as it ſtands 
thou the Amendment, ſeems to point out, it gives at 
all ſome Hints of what will be the Buſineſs of theſe Gen- 
RX Xx 2 tlemen 
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* -, ſaid, Sir, that ' are appoin for rance 

e 1 have mary Times er e 
vances, but I think this the b Tony tt i Fs 
an Expreſſion as regula . lation of Grie 
vances muſt imply Nat fad Conveniency attends them, -ar 

| therefore it is proper they ſhould exiſt, provided 

The Addreſs carries Tegularly impoſed. Therefore, Sir, I ou chat I eannc 

without the Amend- conſent to our inſerting any ſuch Expreſſion in an Ade 

DRY from this Houſe to the Throne. — .. 
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tere % The Queſtion being put, the Addreſs was upon u Di. 
— on carried without he Amendment Ayes 230, Now - 
e . c. Mr. er reported to the Houſe his M. ve 

| J. Vo. Anke to their Addreſs ; which was as follows: yhal 

! . 1 unt 

Gentlemen, lres 


« TF return you my Thanks for this dutiful and 1; 
« | Addreſs, and you may be aſſured, that I will uſe m 
© beſt Endeavours to bring this important Affair to a ſpeed 
«© and happy Concluſion. . * 2 


February. 6. The Houſe came to the following Reſolt 
tions, viz. | b J 
That an humble Addreſs be preſented to his Majeſty, th 
he will be graciouſly pleaſed to give Directions that 0 
laid before this Houſe, I. Copies of all Repreſentations, Me 
morials, or Petitions, made to his Majeſty, or his Secretarie 
of State, fince the Treaty of Seville, relating to any Loſie 
ſuſtained by his Majeſty's Subjects, by Depredations cor 
mitted by the Spaniards in Europe and America, which 21! 
have not already been laid before this Houſe. 
IT. Copies of all Repreſentations, Memorials, or Petition 
made to the Commiſſioners for executing the Office of Lon 
_ Admiral of Great Britain, or Commiſſioners for Tra 
and Plantations, ſince the Treaty of Seville, relating to ani 
Loſſes, ut ſupra. | 
III. Copies or Extracts of any Letters from any of 
Britiſh Governors in America, his Majeſty's Miniſters 
Spain, and Conſuls in Europe, to the Secretaries of State 
Commiſſioners for executing the Office of Lord High Adm 
ral of Great Britain, or Commiſſioners for Trade and Plat 
rations, ſince the Treaty of Seville, relating to any Lolie: 
ut ſupra. 
IV. Copies or Extracts of any Letters from any Commang 
ders in chief, or Captains of his Majeſty's Ships of Wa have 
to the Secretaries of State, Commiſſioners for executing th * 5: 
Office of Lord High Admiral of Great Britain, or Com de! 
miſſioners for Trade and Plantations, relating to any - 
ſuſtained by his Majeſty's Subjects ſince the Treaty of 12 


* 


by De predatione, ut /upra. 
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1, 8 2 COL ade | 15 ee 
The Reſolutions which this Houſe has now come to, are in 
ny Opinion extremely proper. Ir is that we ſhould 
te all that has been offered from our by way. of 
(omplaint, or Repreſentation to the Government ſince the 
Treaty of Seville, relating to the Spaniſh Depredations. 
k is likewiſe very we ſhould know what Repreſen- 
ations have been made by our Governors, Miniſters and 
(onfuls abroad, upon the ſame Subject: and likewiſe every 
Thing that may have come from our Admirals, or Captains 
Men of War. But give me Leave to ſay, Sir, that now you 
ure come to all theſe Reſolutions, you are but half thro? 
nat you ought to do upon this Occaſion; the moſt impor- 
ut Part is ſtill behind, and that is our knowing what Mea- 
res have been purſued in Anſwer to theſe ſeveral Applica- 
tons and Repreſentations. Without our knowing this, Sir, 
t is impoſſible for us to judge either of the Sincerity and 
diligence of our own Miniſtry at home, or how far the 
hiolence and Injuſtice of the Spaniards have reached abroad. 


- 


this Houſe, before we can venture to proceed in giving 
ur Opinion upon this Convention, which his Majeſty has 
ken pleaſed to acquaint us of, and to promiſe that it 
hall be ſpeedily laid before us. If from what ſhall appear 
pon the Face of the Papers I intend now to move for, our Mi- 
titers have done every Thing to prevent a War, without 
kcrificing any Part of the national Honour or Intereſt ; if it 
hall appear that they have ſtated the Differences betwixt 
ain and us, in a true Light to that Court ; if it ſhall appear 
lat they have given the Spaniards no Encouragement, by 
heir dilatory and irreſolute Way of Proceeding, to inſiſt 
won their own Terms, and to go. on in ruining our Trade 


an eaſily determine upon the Merits of this Preliminary 
Treaty, which we have accepted of. The Stipulations 
untained in it ought to be founded upon the Juſtice of the 
Claims of either Party; but if theſe Claims never have 
ken made, or if they have been ſhamefully given up on our 
tart, and if this Conduct has encouraged the other Party, ta 
blige us to accept of a Preliminary, inſtead of a definitive 
Treaty, then the Queſtion with us, ought not to be how far 
de Spaniards, but how far our Miniſters are to blame. 

© Beſides, I cannot conceive that the Papers, which you 
have already reſolved to addreſs for, can be of any Manner 
of Service to us, or indeed that they can be intelligible to 
be Houſe, unleſs we ſhall ſee the Inſtructions that have been 


ent from hence to our Governors, Officers and Miniſters 
abroad | 


2 — 


All theſe Points muſt be fully and clearly comprehended 


nd Navigation; I fay, Sir, if all this ſhould appear, we 


— 


N 


- 
ad ”— —_ 
o * 

r 


* 

A * LS 23, * n 

9 o o * #4 
* , = v7 1 «4 
. 6 - 

, * - . F 

, : \ E G 

* > 
* >» | 
2 k 
12 4 
: — 


au Geo. Il abread; becauſe 2 great Number of the Complaints and Re 


| | *: 2 Ba refer to, and ſometimes be founded en the Nature 


reſentations contained in the Papers, which you are toaddrec 


of theſe Inſtructions. Therefore I will be ſo fret as tu dn 
that I ſhall not be at the Pains ſo much as to look into am 
of the Papers we have reſolved to addreſs for, -unlefs I ſhal 
ſee at the ſame Time the Papers, for which I intend now te 
move; and T ſhall think it very ſuſpicious, if any Gentlema 
ſhall oppoſe fuch a Motion; becauſe I am ſure that ther 
can be no Harm, in a Britiſh Houſe of Parli t's ſeeing 
all the Papers relating to any TranſaQtion that is paſt, which 
have gone thro* the Hands of Britiſh Miniſters, . Thereſo 
Sir, I take the Liberty to move, 


Morin that Admiral = © That an humble Addreſs be preſented to his Majeſly 


Haddock*s,&c _ 
Inſtructions be laid 
before this Houle, 


Koratio Walpole Eſq 


that he would be graciouſly pleaſed to give Directions fo 
laying before this Houſe, Copies of all Letters written, and 
Inſtructions given by the Secretaries of State, or Commiſſic 
ners for executing the Office of Lord High Admiral o 
Great Britain, to any of the Governors of the Britiſh Plan 
tations in America, or any Commander in chief, or Captair 
of his Majeſty's Ships of War, or his Majeſty's Miniſter at 
the Court of Spain, or any of his Majeſty's Conſuls in Eu 
rope, fince the Treaty of Seville, relating to any Loſſes ſuſ 
tained by his Majeſty's Subjects, by Means of Depredatior 
committed by the Subjects of the King of Spain in Europe ot 
America, which have not already been laid before this Houſe. 
Horatio Walpole Eſq; 
Sir, . 

The preſent Motion ſeems to contain two ſeparate Ar 
ticles, and I ſhall beg Leave to offer my Reaſons to the Houſe 
why I diſſent from both. One relates to the Letters and In- 
ſtructions ſent to our Miniſters at the Court of Spain, ot 
Conſuls in that — and our Governors in America, 


and the other to thoſe ſent to our naval Officers. As to the 
firſt, Sir, I hope Gentlemen, before they agree to this Mo- 
tion, will confider, that in ſuch Differences as ſubſiſted lately 


betwixt our Court and that of Madrid, a Miniſter is furniſhed 
not only with publick but private Inſtructions, and theſe 
private Inſtructions commonly contain Things no Way pro- 


per to be communicated to the Court where he reſides. It 


has been many Times known in Negociations, that a Mi- 
niſter has been inſtrued publickly to inſiſt on very high 
Terms, and yet has had private Inſtructions to abate very 
much of theſe Terms, provided he could obtain an Equiva- 
lent, or compaſs a favourite View of his Court. 

I don't know, Sir, whether this is or is not the Caſe 
with regard to the Inſtructions ſent to our Miniſter at Ma- 
drid, becauſe I never had any Concern in our 

| Wien 
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nich that Court; but, Sir, it is both very poſlible a 
xrobable that it may be the Caſe, and if it is, his Maj 
TI good Reaſon to be at 
addreſs, which, ſhould he comply with it, might lay open 


de moſt private Tranſactions of his Cabinet, and diſcover 
to 


ſecrets that ought, for the Good of this Kingdom, to be 
wucealed. But the preſent Motion, not only includes In- 
tutions given by our Miniflry and Admiralty to our Pleni- 
wtentiaries at the Court of Spain, but likewiſe to all our 
Conſfuls and Governors of our Settlements abroad. This 
night be attended with very bad Conſequences to the trading 
Part of the Nation. Gentlemen know very well, that, in 
ae of a Rupture betwixt Spain and us, the Spaniſh Court 
mnediately confiſcates the-Effe&s of our Merchants reſiding 
here. It has therefore been always thought proper to let 
wr Conſuls know, either by our Minit 
Miniſter at Madrid, that as ſoon as the Dificre 
de two Coutts ſhall arrive at ſuch a Criſis, and not before, 
hey are to give the Merchants notice to make the beſt of 
heir Way with their Effects. Now, ſhould ſuch an In- 
tuction as this come to the Knowledge of the Spaniards, it 
$a kind of Watch-word to put them on their Guard, and 
muſt unavoidably occaſion the ruin of Thouſands of our Sub- 
kts. It muſt have another bad Effect, Sir, by letting the 
aniards know the Ultimatum of our Demands and Con- 
eons, and the Kingdom may thereby be depriv'd of many 
Advantages which ſhe might reap, were no ſuch Diſcovery 
made. . | ; 
© I ſhall now examine the Propriety of this Motion, ſo 
far as it relates to the Inſtructions given by the Government 
lere to our Admirals and Captains, Theſe Inſtructions, Sir, 
wevery probably yet unfulfilled,and it would be doing a very 
mprudent Thing, ſhould we put it out of the Power of our 
Oficers abroad to fulfil them ; which muſt be the Caſe if they 
ve now diſcover'd to the Public. Beſides, there is nothing more 
ey than to find Fault. Objections may be raiſed to the beſt 
concerted Plan that ever was laid down, and the Approbation 
mich it meets with generally depends upon the Event. 
Therefore, Sir, it ought not all to ſurprize Gentlemen, if 
they whoſe Characters, perhaps their Lives and their For- 
tunes, depend upon the Succeſs of theſe Schemes, oppoſe the 
Motion. On the other hand, it muſt be ſurprizing to thoſe 
mthout Doors, as well as to us within, to hear that ſuch a Mo- 
ton has been made in this Houſe. Have not the Miniſters 
cried out againſt for not entering into vigorous Mea- 
ſures, as they are called ; and ſhould we agree to this Mo- 
won, don't we take the moſt effectual Method to GAY 
. them 


purſue the ſame vigorous Meaſures that we would have dor 
had this Preliminary never taken place. But, Sir, give n 
Leaye to ſay, that if we ſhould agree to this Motion, we pr 
ourſelves under an Incapacity of purſuing theſe Meaſures, 
cauſe we | expoſe them to the Public, and thereby gir 
Spain and her Allies an Opportunity of defeating them. | 

There is ſtill another Inconveniency which muſt ariſſi 
from our agreeing to the preſent Motion. We are to oo 
fider, Sir, that though the Stipulation for our Merchant 
Redreſs is a poſitive Stipulation, yet that the Performance of 
it is in reality but eventual,” I don't mean that there is an 
Ambiguity in the Terms of- that Article in the Convention 
or that any Event can happen which will juſtify the Court of 
Spain in _— to pay the Sum there ſpeci 
know very well, ; 
reſt, without Regard to the ſtrit Laws of Juſtice and Equi 
Now, if our expoſing theſe Papers ſhould afreſh-embroil u 
with Spain; if ſhe ſhould imagine, upon being informed of 
their Contents, .that ſhe could prevent our di her i 
the ſame Manner we might have done had they been kep 
ſecret ; in ſuch an Event, Sir, who can anſwer for it th 
ſhe will not create Pretexts and frivolous Excuſes, to put of 
the Payment of the ſtipulated Sum? I am ſure, I have heard 
that Court charg'd in this Houſe with as groſs Violations o 
her Faith, and I dare fay that if our agreeing to this Motiot 
were to have that Effect, Gentlemen would think that ti 
had a great deal to accuſe themſelves of. % 

© In —.— time, I am far from thin —— 1 
will be no ſion for our ſeeing any Papers at We 
come to a Reſolution with 2 * Convention I knowl 
we ſhall have Occaſion to ſee a great many, and we hav 
no Reaſon to doubt that his Majeſty, as he has ordered the 
Convention to be laid before us, will likewiſe order thoſe Pa 
pers to be communicated to the Houſe which are proper foi me 
us to ſee, But, Sir, I think we ſhould act with great Pre 
cipitancy, ſhould we addreſs for any Papers that may da con 
a Refuſal from his Majeſty, and may occaſion an — 
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n 
roption of that Union betlvixt his Majeſty and inis Houle, 4 
viich in the preſene a iba ua 
% ( 
Sir e . e 
„ ann , * * E 4g e | : _ 
« I have (te long epi the Houſe to beat many De- * Jen Barnard, 
bates on this Head, but I never knew one good Effect at- 
tend our giving a Negative to a Motion of this Nature. Did 
Experience tell us, that the Councils ofa Miniſtry have been 
always mote advan to the Nation than the Reſolutions 
of Parliament; had this Nation never found the Misfortune of 
being governed by a Miniſtry, who preferred their own Intereſt 
tb her Honour; had there never been an Inſtance when 
the Interpoſition of Parliament reſcued the Nation from the 
wicked Effects of Mal-adminiſtration ; then might I have 
had ſo much Confidence in the preſent Miniſtry, as to agree 
n my Sentiments with the honourable Gentlemen who ſpoke 
aſt. But, I have ſeen the Complaiſance of Parliament to 
tbe Miniſtry attended with ſo many bad Effects, eſpecially 
of late, that I think it is high Time for us to our our 
Meaſures, and to judge from what we ſee, and not from 
that we hear. N 
J own all that has been faid rather confirms me to 
yree to the Motion, than otherwiſe. All that the honourable 
Gentleman has ſaid, in my Opinion amounts to this, that the 
Papers, now mov'd to be addreſs'd for, relate to an un- 
iniſhed Negociation, and therefore it will be doing an In- 
ol donity to his Majeſty to addreſs for theſe Papers; that it 
WJ wht likewiſe put Spain on her Guard, ſhould the Manner 
Wit which we are to attack them come to their Know- 
oye _ thereby the Ends of the Conyention might be 


' The very Reaſon why this Motion ought to be agreed to, 
6 becauſe theſe Papers relate to a Negociation that is ſtill in 
bependance. Had the Negociation been finiſhed, the Rea- 
s for our agreeing to this Motion would not have been 
rr ſo ſtrong with me as they are now, But, Sir, I have 
vt heard yet any one Reaſon given, why the juſt Expecta- 
ons of Parliament and the People have not been anſwered, 
ud why we are not at preſent in a State of Certainty with 
nad to our Differences with Spain; why we are not car- 
uns on either a vigorous War, or reaping the Advanta 
fan honourable Peace. Theſe are Conſiderations that 
0 me, previous to all other Conſiderations. When once 
ws Houſe is ſatisfied in theſe Points, it will be eaſy for us 
0 come to a Reſolution as to every other Point that relates 
dthis Affair. But theſe are Points we never can come to the 
howledge of without our * in the firſt Place, the Papers 
Vor V. ; y now 


V.. 
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pm 


' Houſe muſt be led into another Enquiry, by wh; 


now moved be addreſſed for. 


5 might have been pleaded from the Injullice of fugor 
the 


$i, in de gel 
with Vigour ; if our Confals and $ have had no 


Inſtructions to ſtand by the Rights of this Nation. at all 
Events ; or ehy rode era to wink at the Cala- 
mities of their Fell jects, and, as ſulpect, b 
connive at the Barbarities inflicted on d Fir, * 
y, what Means 1 
has happened that ſuch a Conduct has been obſerved. We 


are then no longer to wonder why the Spaniards haye not 
been brought to do us Juſtice, and why on Meghan | 


ſill expoſe to the Inſults of their Enemies. 
II, Sir, there had been any Compariſon betwixt on 
Strength and that of the Enemy, if the Spaniards had hadi 
the leaſt Pretext in Juſtice or Equity for the Barbarities in- 
flicted on the Subjects of this Nation, ſome might 
have been pleaded from the Imprudence of hazarding out 
trength and Reputation on a doubtful Event; ſome Excuſe 
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ing Claims that are inconſiſtent with the Treaties, 

Law of Nations. But, fince we are as evidently ſuperior i 
Strength, as in the Juſtice of our Cauſe, the Reaſons of o 
Forbearance fince laſt. Seſſion, and our accepting this Con 
yention, muſt be attributed to ſome Cauſe off which th 
Parliament ought to be. the Judges, and which, Iam 
the Parliament alone can remove, Are we forever to. trul 
to the Courage and Honeſty of our Miniſtry ?_ Are we neve 
to interpoſe, and let his Majeſty know the Senſe of the N- 
tion? Have we for theſe 20 Years 751 ever offered our Ac 
vice to the Throne upon any doubtful Exigency ? Have w 
not as often as ſuch. Advice was propoſed, been told, th: 
we had no Reaſon to doubt the Prudence and Zeal of t 
Miniſtry ; that it was an Aﬀront upon his * 

to interpoſe in thoſe Points where the Crown by its Prerog; 
tive was to be the ſole Judge. Let Gentlemen, vir, loo 


Ver 


1 r r N ²˙Ä . oc Cit ad ©. ©. 2 


over the Hiſtory of England, and they will find this is tl ite 
Language that has brought on all the Inconveniencies whi The 
we have felt. This is a Language that honeſt Miniſters ner br. 
uſe ; it is the Language that wiſe Miniſters reject. Hone love 
Miniſters would be glad of having an N to ta they 
Advice, better Advice than it is poſſible for them to give dat 
and wiſe Miniſters never think themſelves fo happy as whe dat 
they have the Advice of Parliament, to give a that 
their Proceedings. 1 T7. at deſig 
As to the putting the Spaniards on their Guard, I ſham 
not ſo much either of a Soldier or a Sailor, as 10 T 
determine preciſely what Weight may be in that Ohjectio this 
trifle 


But I have read a little, and have heard a great deal wit 
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ing bade * that wy yy diſtover 
1 1 cur 1 pay eſign to 10 earneſt. 
Ju I can ſee Ada 8 u can rea from this, 


. e Beck which muſt arife from it 
itain, | 

« We can n imagine, Sir, that the Spaniards: have 
deen ſo dap e all n Precautions to N 


Ease in W JIG pt by They know 743 well, 1 


believe every eman in t Houle e, ey an of com- 
mon $a. mh $ knows, 2 what Man- 


ner we « rp ile Che Are in Earn fore, Sit, 
Link 2 BY i e Ci ther the Spaniards 
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ar 5 
whi bej ] iniſtry were in 
Se 25 e join wut 155 poo unn Such an 
4 the le, I had almoſt aid, with a 
— c vals iniſtry; Tam ſure it would for his Ma- 
| aw y thay: 1 0 rer . to take Satif- 
"This muſt be at- 
i wh jel the Sub- 


ects will 9285 rai of = He bilities of thoſe 
te Helo, ves pntr Ge eit Feng of the 
* vill ak Sir, whs Have lon; 
ted id * Ren 5 ol en ſerve with Ha 
There would be then no Occalion for prefling Men aboard 
for our Nav. M That ReluQance,. Sir, Þ vilihle in out Sai- 
rs, intirely proceeds from the nümber els Di appointments 
they have already met with; and give me leave to LN Sir, 
that there is no ther M polls 0 K qving their ſt on 
that Head, than by our 1 jo zeig the N e 
that they intend to act honeſ fairly, that they poo 
(eſign to amuſe the World any. longer with idle Parades, or 
ie pod Effect, Sir, tha FR 
: re.1s another , ir, t our a ing to 
this Motion mul 1577 1 fl ill make Spain n 
tifles any longer with us. Gan” any reaſoriable Man believe, 
du, that if ſhe had thought we dared to act vigorouſly, j, the 
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ne 1 would have treated us i 
CE RI). be conſcious, that by herſelf wr The 


ee 


us, and that it is in our Power to 
e hari vn or Fowe thumb Hh, 


f 
t 
[ 
n 
be conſcious that we have been treated in.a * 1 
reclly violates all the Law of Nature and Natiols aud þ 
Treaty ſubſiſting betwixt us and them. Giye” nie leave 158 5 
ask, Sir, from whence can the Motives of their Proceeding if 
ariſe, aden ces, Mig , BR win 0 
and Irreſolution of our Miniſtry? But, Sir, our p 
this Motion will ſet them right in that Ref * 
Mall ſee Inſtructions to our Admirals and 7 
have Miniſters both too wiſe and too honeſt! whe * 
trifled with. This, inſtead of obſtrufting, muſt facilitate 
every Negociation with that E As we want x 
of them but what is fair and right, world be more rea? the 
dy to grant it willingly, . when 75 If they refuſe, v ' 
are determined to command'it by Force. * 190 
But, Sir, as no amet re fo lh tho per 
from Experience, I am Ae this Caſe ve har 1 
fatal Experience of the Reaſons is of this Motion. I ſe tha 
many Gentleman here * may remember ohr Expeditic tick 
— Admiral Hoſier. ow. many y of qur brave amet Tec: 
riſhed, how many of our beſt Ships 70001, and how mud tion 
of the national Honour was loſt in that Expeditibhi, is not m 2nd 
Buſineſs at preſent to enquire into; but I Will ventufe to fay Mo 
that it had been happy for this Nation, cat aer that Ex Net 
2 had not been made, or that the, Parliament had be call 
fore hand acquainted with the Nature of our Admiral 5” 
ſtructions. But, Sir, this is à very .utigratefal;” A very r ent 
lancholy Subjeck; therefore I hall only obſerve; that while hear 
the Memory of that Expedition is fo recent in the Minds « pet 
the People, it will be im le to cure them of their Suſpi and 
cions; it will be inipoſhb e to convince them that bur preſen ll inter 
Meafures are not in the Anne Strain they were then in, ule t 
the Parliament is made acq uainted with the Nature of the port: 
Inſtrutions that have been n given to our Admirals and Offic er tons 
abroad.” Who 
I have little more to add, Sir; bot 1. Exninge” help bt firm 
ſerying, that there isa yery wide Difference betwixt commor his 01 
Report, and the Arguments that have been advanced again] {:!f d 
this Motion. Th eſe e Arguments have been all built upon the Hand 
Suppoſition that the Negociation with Spain is ſtil depending ©, h 
upon the Suppoſition that the Convention is no other than ken 
Preliminary, and that we have ſtill à good deal to fear from bere x 


Spain. Put, Sir, ha de, is to ESP y common 
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are 
ir, _ NN 
3 Fn and -Faith, 921 Exc 
book upon a eagle „ Freaty to be ag good as concluded asf 
oe 140 recalled our Squadron from the iterranean 
not warrant the Truth of this Report, Sir ; but 
ML in my Humble Opinion it entirely oyerthrows all 
hat tra bein 6dvaticed by the Gentlemen on, 1 7 — Side. 
However, Whether it is true or not, 1 think the Reaſons I 
WH dave already given, and thoſe I have heard from my worthy 
Friends, more than ſufficietit to determine me in giving 
py Voice for the Motion.” | 
"Ir Robe Walpole. nA Yi So 5 * ip 
If Gentlemen knew of how little Conſequence it is Uh e. 
the Intereſt of the Miniſter (far I ſee no Reaſon why I may 
not uſe that Word 1 8 this bad Them s tte 15 vot 
to, ou in k ime 
yery Er ne 55 * | Lot 
The honontdbls 1323 who ſpoke laſt, faid, ich 
that good Senſe Which nt always diſcqvers when he {peaks 
either in publick or in ptivate, that if at this Je e we 
recalled aur Flee the Coaſts. of Spain, our Negocia- 
tons witll chat Court ought to be lookbd w u pon as at an End, 
md conſequently that nd Argument "could ride againſt this 
Motion for our addrefling for Papers My 6 to a depending 
Vegociation. Tf thidt Were the Ca our Fleet was re- 
alled, J ſhould be” an of 935 Sir, I can 
ake it upon me th, affirm Orders have beep 
kat, and that T neter 8 45 „ e ry before I 
teard them now. I bell 5 will not fuſ- 
pet that Orders pr ors 110 15 bade iout my Knowledge; 
ind they are aken, if they think that I can hav any 
ntereſted Views in uckaling them. However, Sir, I can- 
wot omit taking Notice of the Views with which ſuch Re- 
ports are propagated,” and how eafy it is for the beſt Inten- 
tons in the World to be defeated by any malicious Fellow, 
who ſhall take upon him, from bis own Conſectures, to af- 
firm Things for 5 that never had any EFxiſtence but in 


i 


his own Brain. I am ſure the honourable Gentleman him- * 
elf did not invent improbable a Story; but, on the other 
Hand, I am ſure that with all the Diſcetament he is Maſtex 
1 he was G much . it, and wei een not 
taken this of un ring 
re might have eee i. 5 * | 1 | 3 
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H 
ae „That honoutable Gentleman w wa tht 18 

Caſe of Admiral 20 Expedition, 4 e : c 
ent Circumſtantes. Sir, I am ws much 'A with the 11 
Rar ips and Calamitivs Which befel. my Fellow hie in 85 
pedition as any Gentleman he : 3 but. 10 Poke. hold 
Miniſter alive can guard againſt Accidents.” Af, a Scheme 6 
well digeſted; and prope rly executed, that i all whic gug] 
nifters can abfwer- for : kd Element 5 80 not 1 ur : Hou 
rection, and tho that Ex 5 tion did r iwer a of t 
it was defi gned for, 9 1 believe the 0h fell the = PF 
Effects of K t at this happened ara 5 | will 
Situation of the A Fits of Rurope ron Ve eſty 
it is at preſent: But I need not deſcend to Fi ae * 0 
lieve moſt Gentlemen preſent remember DE lim 
it were, and that as often as it came under erm for 
öl this Houſe, the Oßjections to the 0 fo vith 
on that Head, were 1 8 ys fully a an this 
In mort, Sir, if the Spaniſh 5 Nagy 5 Roy 
caped our Fleets; it was owl Tin 
Foreſight could preve 5 may ei teſt 


howeyer * ſome Gen Fee | fatter 128 | 
Thoughts of ways. having it ig ou 59 * 
Spain to our eint, yet k b "5 


eſe Gentlenien 4 ipe. Our , 
at that Time, Sir, hp .their Duty, 


have exerted 25 -oura 
come in their W 155 lg We 
Proof that aer | 15 8 odnels of Ih 


Sal the $ 1 45 Fab 
lars can 4 "the Win 
Enemy f Ge 0 Mi 

2 this, I 0 lay 
bates and Procee 


fa which T have card i in | 
ſufficient to warrant my giving Aſſent to it. 
e The Queſtion then bring. put; it roles inch ED 
. 383, Nos, 113 183. againſt 1130 5 

5 n then mi wed by Mr. Sandys, 
for the b fee laid dreſs ou. be pre ored to his je 


— — the Court of = % pleaſed” to give 5 5 
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en made, either to the 
ince the Treaty of Sepille, re a 
his Majeſty's Sulje&s, by Means 
ted by the Subjects of the King c of 
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hold, in my Opinio ä 

Wa © Gentlemen, before they wake ſuch 

(cht to confider two Things principally ; 

lone bas a Right by the 

nds of this Kind, for calling for Papers while a Negociation is 

oy 

che 

bat 
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ſiſal has often produced a Miſunderſtanding betwixt the Crown 
ad Parliament; which on this Occaſion muſt produce the 

rey worſt Effects. | 
© It becomes therefore, Sir, a prudential Conſideration with 
u at preſent, whether theſe Papers may not be of ſuch a 
Nature as to require the utmoſt Secrecy, _ I 

ing to this Motion, not defeat a 

—— by the 7 uk Bany for as the —— is no 
other than a preliminary Treaty to a definitive one, there 
muſt conſequently be a great Number of Points ſtill unſet- 
led betwixt his Majeſty's Miniſters and thoſe of Spain, and 
therefore calling for the Copies of any Papers that are now, 
perhaps, lyin 4 4-4 the King of Spain's Council, is calling 
for Papers that relate to an unfiniſhed Negociation. Be- 
des, Sir, the Papers that have been laid before the Court 
of Spain by our Minifters, will neceſſarily diſcover a great 
Part of the Contents of thoſe Papers, which have been com- 
municated to this Court by that of Spain, Making ſuch 
Pavers publick, muſt be interpreted by Spain as an Affront 
wore to her, it being an Indignity done to a Court, after a Ne- 
pociation is concluded, to publiſh all the Demands which, 
ether from a Miſinformation, or a Defire to advance her 
own Intereſt, it may have made. This might make them ſhy 
of entering into any farther Negociation with a Court, that 
b Capable of treating them ſo unhandſomely. Beſides, Sir, 
a wile Miniſtry will always conſider the Character o 5 
eople 


| _—- People with whom they treat : If the Spaniards were 


SEES the fame Notions of Liberty, andthe fhi Rights to fe 


the ſame Form of Government with ourſelyes ; if they ha l 


cure it, the Motion would not have been ſo'improper. Bu 
ve are to confider, that we have to do with the mot jealor 
People under the Sun; we have todo with the Miniſtery of ar 
abſolute Prince over a Country where every Thing is tranſact 
ed with the utmoſt Secrecy, and who would be ſtartled tha 
any Paper of State ſhould be expos'd to public View: This 
Sir, might render, not only Spain, but eyery Nation ir 
E , averſe from entering into any Negociation with 
People, who cannot keep their own Secrets, or thoſe of their 
SR.” eo TREES 1 
I ſhall now conſider a little how conſiſtent ſuch an Ade 
would be, with the Regard and Decency we owe to hi 
Majeſty. Give me leave here to obſerve, Sir, that nothing 
can contribute more to obtaining a Definitive Treaty, on af 
ſafe and honourable Footing, than a good Correſpondence 
betwixt his Majeſty and his Parliament; and nothing will 
be a greater Encouragement for Spain to infiſt upon high 
Terms, and to be obſtinate in her Demands, than eren 
the Appearance of Coldneſs between them. Now, Sir, ill 
we ſhould reſolve to addreſs his Majeſty for theſe Papers 
before we are ſure, that he will think fit to comply with ou 
Requeſt, I don't know any Meaſure we could purſue, which 
might be more detrimental to the Public: They who are 
diſt ticked with the preſent happy Eſtabliſhment, under the 
Colour of being diſſatisſied with the Miniftry, will take Oc-i 
caſion to infinuate, that a Difference has ariſen betwixt his 
Majeſty and the Parliament: This Inſinuation will be in- 
duſtriouſly propagated amongſt Foreign Courts, till this 
Nation ſhall be in Danger of loſing much of that deciſive 
Weight which every good Subject would wiſh ſhe enjoy di 
abroad. Nothing, Sir, could give Foreign Powers a fairer 
Opportunity of uniting among themſelves, than this Opi-W 
nion; and ſuch an Union is what Great Britain ought by all 
Means to guard againſt. We ſhould not then have to deal 
with Spain alone; we ſhould ſoon ſee France entering her 
Claims likewiſe : I am not ſure but our good Allies the 
Dutch might endeavour to obtain ſome Conceſſions to our i 
Prejudice : For, give me Leave to ſay, Sir, that the Union 
which has always ſubſiſted betwixt our Court and the Par- 
liament, fince the Acceſſion of the preſent illuftrious Family 
to this Throne, has been the Means of our enjoying many 
Advantages in Commerce, unrival'd, and uncomplain'd of 
by our Neighbours: And Gentlemen ought to be more 
cautious how they give Occaſion for our Neighbours ſo much 
as to ſuſpect any Difference betwixt his Majeſty — 
6 liament, 


I have infenſibly fallen again into the Conſideration of 
foreign Affair; but every Domeſtie Incident has fuch anInflu- 
ence upon our Foreign Situation, that it is almoſt impoſſible to 
ſeparate the ration of one from the other. There is 
ndeed one Conſequence entirely Domeſtic, that may attend 
our agreeing to the preſent Motion, and that is the Opinion 
t might give his Majefty of the Wiſdom and Moderation of 
this Houfe, His Majeſty has always, in every public 
Tranſaction of his Reign,conſider'd the Parliament as his great 
Council ; he has advis'd with us, he has paid a juſt Regard 
tour Sentiments, and has inform'd us of every material Tranſ- 
Action of his Reign. Now, Sir, if we don't, on our Parts, 
nſwer thoſe gracious Diſpofitions ; if we don't act within 
dur own Sphere, his Majeſty has —— to think, 
that we requite the Deference and he has always 
expreſs'd us very ungratefully. He has inform'd us, 
that a Convention has been enter'd into with Spain ; he has 
told us, it is a Convention for ſettling all Matters in Diſpute 
tetwixt them and ns, in ſuch a Manner as may, for the 
future, prevent and remove all new Caufes of Complaint. 
He has likewiſe informed us, that the Convention ſhall be 
hid before us. If we ſhould agree to the prefent Motion, 
fir, in what Manner ſhall we requite his Majeſty's Royal 
Endeavours for the Intereſts of this Nation? if before we 
me come to any Reſolution about this Convention, before 

= have deliberated whether it is, or is not, for the Advan- 

age of the Nation, we fall to examine inte the Papers and 
hetructions that have, in order to bring it about, or be- 
mixt his Majeſty's Miniſters, and thoſe of Spain? — 
V, can be a more prepoſterous Way of proceeding. It is tel- 
lng his m—_— that we won't regard the Merits of the Con- 
rention, by itſelf; we will be determin'd in the Judgment 
ve ſhall form of it, as we are pleas'd or diſpleas'd with the 
Conduct of the Miniftry previous to its being concluded. 
tir, give me Leave to ſay, that when this Houſe deliberates 
won approving, or not approving any Meaſure, we are 
v conſider that Meaſure as it ſtands by itſelf ; if we find it in 
tlelf to be a good Meaſure, we are to approve of it, and we 
ue not to regard its Connection with any other Circum- 
lance. If we were to ſuppoſe that this Convention, which 
vill be conſider d in a Day or two, has been brought about 
by the moſt abandon'd Set of Men in the World; yet if we 
ind it to be for the Public Good, we are not to enquire into, 
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and cenſure the Means by which it was brought about. -*The 
beſt and the moſt reaſonable Method of Proceeding, en 
Way in which this Houſe has always proceeded in ſuch Caſes; 
is to examine the Meaſure itſelf ; and if it is found to be a de- 
ſtructive Meaſure, let us petition his Majeſty to have all the Pa- 
pers relating to it laid before us, that we may inflita ſuitable 
Cenſure upon the Adviſers and Managers of ſuch a Step : 
But if we find it a good Meaſure, I don't ſee what we could 
propoſe to ourſelves by calling for any Papers previous to it: 
unleſs it were to let his Majeſty ſee, that we are reſolv'd to 
fiſh tor Faults, and to take upon ourſelves a Power unknown 
to our Conſtitution. I ſhall ſuppoſe that we are now to 
agree to this Motion; what might be the Conſequence ? 1 
am afraid ſuch as would give the Crown no very fayourable 
Opinion of our Prudence and Candour. For his Majeſty may 
very juſtly conclude,that, being conſcious we could find no Fault 
with the Convention by itſelf, we were reſolved, rather than 
not find Fault, to fall upon his Miniſters for what they had 
done before it was concluded. This, Sir, give me Leave to ſay, 
might, with very good Reaſon, be looked upon by the 
Crown as a very great Piece of Diſreſpect, and be reſented 
by a Denial, which, I am ſure, would be very diſagreeable 
to his Majeſty, however juſt it would be in itſelf, 
I ſhall beg Leave only to add a very few Things to what 
I have already ſaid: It has always been the Rule of this 
Houſe, never to call for Papers relating to a Negociation 
while that Negociation is in Dependance. I know Gen- 
tlemen will conſider the Convention as a Negociation en- 
tirely ſeparate from the Definitive Treaty that is ſuppoſed to 
follow it ; but I muſt humbly differ from thoſe Gentlemen. 
All Preliminaries, in their own Nature, have a Relation to the 
Negociations to which they refer; and it frequently happens, 
that Preliminaries contain the Subſtance of all that follows 
after; and that the ſubſequent Negociations are only to extend 
the Stipulations, and give them a more authentick Sanction: 
'Tho' I am not to ſuppoſe that this is the Caſe with the Con- 
vention, yet no Gentleman, who has looked into it, but 
muſt ſee that, tho' it is not a definitive Treaty, yet all the 
material Points, upon which a Definitive Treaty is to pro- 
ceed, have been adjuſted betwixt the Miniſters of the two 
Crowns by this Convention: Therefore the Inſtructions that 
have paſſed betwixt our Court and that of Spain, relating to 
the Convention, may very reaſonably be preſumed to relate 

likewiſe to the ſubſequent Definitive Treaty. 5 
* This being the Caſe, by agreeing to the preſent Motion, 
we call for Papers relating to a Negociation till in Depen- 
dance, and thereby aſſume to ourſelves a Right by no means 
elonging to this Houſe. We aſſume to ourſelves a *. 
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Miniſters upon a Meaſure that is not yet concluded; in ſhort, 
we aſſume to ourſelves a _ that is already lodged in\' the 
Royal Hands; in Hands, Sir, that have been always ſo far 
from making a bad Uſe of it, that this Houſe has always 
been Sharers in that Part of the Prerogative. | | 
My Oppoſition to this Motion, Sir, muſt by every Gen- 
teman who Judges impartially, be looked upon as proceeding 
from no Conſciouſneſs of any Thing amiſs in the Papers to 


be addrefſed for by this Motion; becauſe, if we ſhould find 


the Convention to be a Meaſure _ the Honour and In- 
m 


. this Nation, there is ſtill for us to go into this 
A | 
Sir William Windham. | 
Sir, ; ; | | 
I am ſorry that I am obliged to differ from the honou- 


nble Gentleman who fits over againſt me, in almoſt every 
Propoſition he has advanced. TI readily admit, that to know 
the proper Boundaries between the Sovereign and the Parlia- 
nent, is a Part of Knowledge very requiſite for a Member of 
this Houſe ; but I think the Conſtitution has pointed out 
thoſe Boundaries, it has pointed them out in plain and intel- 
igible Characters, impoſſible to be miſtaken by any Man 
who does not wilfully miſtake. Our Conſtitution plainly 
preſumes, that in political Tranſactions the Miniſter's Con- 


duct alone is to be canvaſs'd, and if any Thing is found a- 


miſs, the Sovereign is always ſuppoſed to have been miſled or 
niſinformed by the Miniſter. I could not help ſaying thus 
much, Sir, becauſe I have obſerved Gentlemen, upon Queſ- 
tions relating to Papers proper to be laid before this Houſe, 
ſtill advancing that ſuch Motions tended to encroach upon 
the Prerogative. For my Part I know no Prerogative that 
know no Difficulties which it can 
to the Miniſter, and I hope 

tiis Houſe will never know any Difficulty upon this Head. 
© The honourable Gentleman who ſpoke laſt appears to 
ne to have been under two very great Miſtakes ; firſt, in 
ſuppoſing that his Majeſty would take it amiſs, if we ſhould 
addreſs in the Terms of the preſent Motion ; ſecondly, in 
taking it for granted that the Contents of any Papers can- 
tot be communicated to this Houſe without their -_ 
known to all the World. I am convinced that this Houſe 
ever did, and I hope it never will, give his Majeſty Reaſon 
o ſuſpect, that we are capable of purſuing any View incon- 
tent with the Reſpe& we owe to him, or with the Duty 
ke owe to our Conſtituents. While theſe are the Maxims by 
which we regulate our Conduct, his Majeſty, I dare ſay, 
would never take any Proceeding of ours amiſs ; becauſe if 
2 2 2 we 


Sir W, Windham. 


ut of his Majeſty's "Anne T2 Ges, 
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une 34. Ges. 11: we ſhoold ever addreſs for any Thing that is/impropet foe 
353% his Majeſty to comply with, he will not look upon ita 
proceeding from Want of Affection, but from Want of bet 
ter Information. 1 pits 56 2 
This leads me to the ſecond Miſtake the honourable 
Gentleman ſeems to be under. If by agreeing to this 
Motion we ſhould addreſs for Papers unfit to be communi 
cated to the Publick, there is no doubt but we ſhall be in- 
formed from the Throne, in a regular Manner, that 
Contents of ſome of the Papers we addreſſed for ought not 
to be divulged. In the mean time, it is to be hoped that 
his Majeſty will order thoſe Papers that are , 
| Inſpection to be laid before us. If it ſhall be found by 
the Houſe, that the Papers thus communicated ſuf. pol 
ficient for our Information; if it ſhall be found # 
| | ſafficient to give us a full and a clear Detail of the Nego- lar 
> ciations that 3 preceded this Convention, there is 0 ic 
| Occaſion to trouble his Majeſty any farther. But if theſe 
Papers ſhould relate to other Papers withoat which we muſt 
be {ill in the Dark, there is a Method by which this Houſe 
may be informed of all that is proper for them to know, an 
yet the Miniſtry be in no Danger of having their Secrets di 
vulged to the World. I mean the Method of a ſecret Com 
mittee, who may be appointed to make ExtraQs from theſe 
Papers relating to the Aﬀair in Queſtion, as far as ſhall be ne 


- 


— 


1 — 4 * „ r 


ceſſary for the Information of this Houſe. I hope, Sir mf 
Gentlemen don't ſuppoſe that the Breaſt of a Miniſter is then ir 
only Cabinet where a Secret of State can be ſafely depoſited 8 * 
I dare ſay, Sir, every Gentleman of this Houſe, who ſhall 1c! 
have the Honour to be of a ſecret Committee, will concea for 
the Proceedings of that Committee as inviolably as any Ml bt 
niſter alive. <of% on 

I think I have already obviated the moſt material Dif- der 
ficulty that can poſſibly ariſe on this Point of Secrecy: But, bir ; qui 
I confeſs, that I can ſee no Grounds for ſuppoſing, that ifour Mi- hav 
niſtry have honeſtly done their Duty, there can be any Secret pp 
to be concealed from the Publick,or any Difficulties whatſoever ll No. 
The Wrongs that we have ſuffered from Spain were com- <1 
mitted in the Face of the Sun. They were avowed by ber te! 
Government, they were juſtified by her Miniſtry ; then ot 
Means, Sir, which we purſued to obtain Juſtice, were long bis 
concealed from the Knowledge of the Publick ; longer I'm vi 
afraid than was ſtrictly conſiſtent with the Intereſt, with the tat 
Honour of this Nation ; and the more they were ue 
the Injuries, the Inſults and Barbarities committed on our Har 
Subjects grew the more flagrant ; and Spain by her Conduct WW quit 
ſeemed to aim at nothing ſo much, as to render it impracti- — 

co 


cable for our Miniſtry any longer to ſtifle the juſt r 


our Merchants were | y 
lament. We heard them fully, we heard them impartially 
and wy proved their Allegations to the Satisfaction, = 
entire Conviction, of every Gentleman in this Houſes to 


ſon to wiſh that they had not ſucceeded ſo well in their Proof 
they did. Upon this the Honſe came to certain Reſo- 
lations, very plain, very practicable in their own Nature, 
wich we then underſtood. were to ſerve as a Direction to 
our Miniſtry in the ſucceeding Part of their Negotiations. If 
they have uſed proper Means for obtaining the Conceſſions 
pointed out by theſe. Reſolutions from the Court of Spai 
they have unalterably purſued the Scheme which the Par- 
lament laid down, where can be the Harm, where the Dif- 
fculty, of publiſhing their Conduct to the World? Give 
ne leave, Sir, to ſay, that it will be for their Intereſt that 
the Publick be informed of their having acted zealouſly for 
the Rights of the Nation. This will inſpire the Subjects 
with an Alacrity; it will induce them to ſecond his Ma- 
jelty's Endeayours with Vigour, ſhould Matters proceed to 
an open Rupture. This is an evident Advantage, which 
both the Miniſtry and the Nation will gain; and if they 
have acted in the Manner which I hope they have, it is 
impoſſible that there can be any prudential Conſiderations 
for not agreeing to this Motion, | 

When this Houſe came to the Reſolutions which were 
preſented to his Majeſty laſt Seſſion, all the Treaties in 
Force betwixt us and Spain, were fully conſidered and de- 
bated. I could have wiſhed that our Reſolutions had been 
conceived in | r Terms, and that we had been more 
peremptory in our Demands : But the Miniſtry muſt be ac- 
quitted by every impartial Man, if it ſhall appear that they 
have faithfully and zealouſſy conformed themſelves to what 
appeared to be the Sentiments of the Majority of this Houſe. 
Now as theſe are no Secrets to the Publick, I cannot con- 
ceive why any NE whatever, in Conſequence of 
theſe Reſolutions, ſhould be improper to be communicated 
to this Houſe, It will ſound very ſtrange to the World, if 
this Houſe ſhould refuſe to call for Papers, the Contents of 
which we have Reaſon to preſume chiefly relate to a Nego- 
tation that ought to have been carried on in Purſuance of 
the Reſolutions of Parliament. Will not this, Sir, give a 
Handle to our Enemies to ſuggeſt, that ſome Scenes of Ini- 
quity may be diſcovered from theſe Papers, and that his 
Majeſty's Miniſters have had Views diſtinct from, and in- 
conſiſtent with your Reſolutions, I 
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I ſhall go ſo far, as to admit 'that-theſe Views may be 
more advantageous for the Good of this Nation, than tho 
that the Parliament then had in View : But give me leave to 
obſerve, Sir, that however ſpecious they may be, no Mea 
ſure founded thereon can be ſo ſolid, or ſo efficacious, 
thoſe founded on the Reſolutions of this Houſe.” "Alt Con 
ceſſions that are obtain'd from Spain, if not ſounded on th 
Reſolutions of Parliament, will be no longer binding upor 
her, than ſhe ſhall find it her Intereſt not to break them 
This, Sir, is evident from our paſt Negotiations with that 
Court. Gentlemen, I believe, will have ſome Difficulty te 
prove that ſhe has obſerved one Stipulation'in any Tre 
we have made with her theſe twenty Years paſt, What 
the Reaſon of this? Did it not proceed from her Opinior 
that our Parliaments would never ſupport the Miniſtry, in 
obliging her to an Obſervance of Treaties concluded withoui 
their Advice, and againſt the Senſe . of the Nation? Thi 
gave them Encouragement to break thro' every Obligation 
of Faith and Honour. But the preſent Caſe is quite other 
wiſe. The Parliament has laid down Reſolutions, which are 
or ought to be, Guides to our Miniflry. We have declared 
that we will effectually ſupport his Majeſty in obtaining Re 
dreſs from Spain on the Foot of theſe Reſolutions ; therefore 
ive me Leave to ſay, Sir, that there ought to have been nc 
— carried on with Spain, whereof theſe Refolu- 
tions did not ferve as a Foundation ; and as theſe are known 
to all the World, I can ſee no Reaſon why any Part of th 
Negotiations founded on them ought to be kept ſecret, 0 
ſhould be thought unft to be communicated to this Houſe.” ” 
I am forry to hear the Manner in which the Court e 
Madrid may reſent our Proceedings urged in this Houſe-as a 
Reaſon why we ought not to proceed according to our known 
Privileges : If ever one Court had Reaſon to obſerve no De- 
licacy with another, and to break thro' all Forms of Deco- 
rum, we have received Provocatious enough to juſtify us in 
ſuch a Behaviour towards that of Spain. She has violated 
the Law of Nations and her own Honour; ſhe has done vio- 
lence even to Humanity itſelf, by her outrageous Treatment 
of our Fellow ſubjects; and ſhall we, Sir, at this Time of 
Day, refuſe to enter into right and proper Meaſures for our 
own Safety, becauſe they may be diſagreeable to ſome 
Punctilios of that Court? But, Sir, we do no more now than 
we have done in former Times, we do no more than 
we have done in almoſt every Seſſion of this Parliament. 
Did we not laſt Seſſion, Sir, addreis for Papers that had 
paſſed between the Spaniſh Miniſters and ours ? Theſe Pa- 
pers were communicated to the Houſe ; but I think we never 
heard that the Court of Spain reſented it in the Manner the 


honourable Gentleman ſeems to inſinuate. The Convention 
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zurt, oftener than we have uſed it. The Nation, I am 
erſuaded, would have felt the good Effects of it. If foreign 
Worts apprehended, that all the Tranſactions betwixt us 


ye, that they would be much more fincere in their Pro- 
fations, and that they would not dare to trifle with this 
ution in the Manner which ſome of them have done. 

The honourable Gentleman was afraid, that if we 
bould agree to this Motion, and the Papers were refuſed us, 
ih Refuſal might beget a Miſunderſtanding betwixt his 
jeſty and the Parliament, which might give other Pow- 
nof Europe a Handle for inſiſting upon ſomewhat to the 
advantage of our Commerce. 
As to the American Trade, which the honourable Gen- 
man has been pleaſed to mention, I am ſenſible with how 
aicate a Hand that ought to be touch'd upon by a Mi- 
ay treating with other Powers. But, Sir, it is certain 
Wit we have juſt as good a Right to our Share of that Trade 
y other People in Europe, except the Spaniards them- 
des: And give me Leave to ſay, that it would not be 
Wis ſhould we let our Neighbours know, that we are deter- 
ed to ſuffer none of them to enter into any colluſive Bar- 
n with Spain, to enjoy Advantages which we do not. If 
Wi: have any Reaſon to ſuſpect this, I think it would be 


Winters, to a due Obſervance of the Treaties concerni 
at Trade, let the Conſequences be what they will. While 
Wn on this Subject, I cannot help taking notice, that it has 
ame a general Excuſe in the Mouths of a great many for 
Wit entering into a War with Spain, that it is in her Power 
WI ſcize the Property of our Merchents on board her Plate- 
bet. Sir. I ſhall admit that it is. But I think it is a- 
Wink the Maxims of ſound Policy, for the Sake of any 
rate Man's Advantage, to expoſe the Honour of the Na- 
on to Infults. 
As to the Effects this Addreſs might have upon Affairs at 
bome, I am ſo very unfortunate as to differ widely from the 
onourableGentleman's Way of Thinking. A good Correſpon- 
ence betwixt his Majeſty and the Parliament, is what I 
kl always wiſh to ſee continued. But in my Opinion, Sir, 
:15 no very great Compliment to this Houſe to ſuppoſe, 
lat if his Majeſty ſhall refuſe to lay theſe Papers before us, 
de ſhould expreſs any Diſſatisfaction, or give our Enemies 
ny Handle to exult or triumph. We may be perfectly ſa- 
wted, that if his Majeſty ſhould refuſe to lay theſe — 
| tore 
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it in us to oblige, not only the Spaniards, but theſe Sup- 
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% TE. us, it is for very important Reaſons; for I am ye 
ſuaded, no Minifter>durſt be ſo bold ay to'fiep 22 
Majeſty and this Houſe, and be an Inftrument of ereating 
any Miſunderſtanding betwixt them on this HeadeQQ. 
© But, ſays the honourable Gentleman, we are not < 
that —_— 1 * — mn Prayer of ſuch an Ad 
dreſs. Sir, this is an Argument that lly ferve 2 
inſt all Addreffes of this Kind; N defore 
are preſented, that his Majeſty will comply with any o 
them; but it is reaſonable to believe that he will 
with this Addreſs as ſoon as with any other. In this Caf 
Sir, I am apt to think that foreign Powers will entertain 
very different Opinion of the State of our Affairs from wha 
the honourable Gentleman inſinuates. It will give them 
underſtand, that his Majeſty and his Parliament are reſo 
to act in concert. As to foreign Powers uniting among 
themſelves on this Occafion, I think we have no great Real 
ſon to dread them: We have a Fleet, Sir, ſuffleient to pre 
vent all the bad Effects of ſach a Union; ſufficient to pre 
tet our own Trade, and to defeat all the Attempts of ot 
Enemies. I ſhould be glad to know, if we have nothing 
apprehend from our Enemies, for what Reaſon the Nation 
is at fo much Expence in fitting out and maintaining ial 
reat a Fleet? But I am afraid that the Union among th 
— of this Nation is already as ſtrong as po ffible to be 
if it is not, the Arguments I have heard advanced for ou 
late Meaſures are very inconfiſtent and inconcluſive. Was Wl 
not urged laſt Seffion, in favour of our. pacific Diſpoſitionę 
that France and Spain were ſo cloſely united, that their In 
tereſts were become inſeparable ? And have we not bee 
lately told, that this Union is now upon the Point of beir 
rendered ſtill more ſtrict, by a Daughter. of France's mari 
rying a Son of the King of Spain. Thus, Sir the Union 
hinted at, is not only already formed, but perhaps as ftrongi 
as it ever can be. However, if we admit this Union to bu 
of ſo much Weight, as to influence and over-awe the ne 
ceſſary Proceedings of this Houſe, we fhall not in the lea 
keep off, but the ſooner feel all the Effects of it. Nay 
ſhall we not invite the Danger we onght to prepare againſt 
« The honourableGentleman ſeem'd apprehenfive thatFranc 
might have ſome Claims to make prejudicial to our Interet 
J believe, Sir, if we were to ſettle Accounts, the Balanc 
would be found very much in our Favour. We have there 
fore no Reaſon to delay the Diſcuſſion of all Claims that c: 
poſſibly be betwixt us. We muſt not expect any of the 
good Offices, and we cannot guard ſo well againſt their 
in any other Manner, as by obliging them to come to a Vt 
claration one way or other. By this Means, if we - 0 
ryed 
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ſures. ſooner, I am of opinion that we ſhould have had but 
very little Reaſon now either to court or to fear them. The 
honourable Gentleman ſays, that we now enjoy many Ad- 
yantages in Commerce unrivall'd and uncomplain'd of by 
our Neighbours, I wiſh, Sir, he had pointed out what 
theſe Advan are, I have many times of late heard 
that our Neightoun have engroſs'd ſeveral Branches of Com- 
merce to which we had a natural and undoubted Right, 
but I could never yet learn that we have gained one Advan- 
tage over them in that Reſpect. Therefore I think it would 
not at all be amiſs, if all our Treaties of Commerce and 
Navigation, with the other Powers of Europe, were examin- 
ed, and the Encroachments made upon our Rights ſtrictly 
enquired into: I am convinced, if this Enquiry were vigo- 
rouſly ſet on Foot, it would be highly for the Intereſt of thi 
Nation. 

As to our Neighbours improving our Diviſions to their 


ſaid, to ſuſpect that our preſenting ſuch Addreſs can 
= any, — the rejecting it —— do. i 
The next Argument againſt the Motion, Sir, is drawn 
from the Impreflion it might give his Majeſty of our Mo- 
deration. I dare fay his Majeſty knows too much of the 
Conſtitution of Great Britain in general, and of this Houſe 
i particular, te be diſpleaſed at ſuch a Proceeding. If his 
Majeſty ſhall find that we have done nothing more by it, 
than what has been uſual for this Houſe to do on like Occa- 
fons, where is the Ground for inſinuating, that his Majeſty 
vill have Reaſon to think we do not make a proper Return 
for the many Inſtances of Affection he has ſhewn us? I 
am very ſenſible of the Tenderneſs which he has always ex- 
peſſed for the Rights of this Houſe. Give me leave to ſay, 
tir, that we have never yet been wanting in our Re- 
turns of Gratitude to the Government. We have put 
it in their Power, to ſecure themſelves in the Affections 
of the People; we have put it in their Power, Sir, 
to make themſelves as popular as any Government that 
ever was in Britain, by furniſhing them with the Means both 
of retrieving and aſſerting the Honour of this Kingdom, 
[f, at an immenſe Expence to the People, we have thus 
irengthened the Hands of our Miniſters ; if we have thug 
clothed them with Power almoſt unknown to any of their 
Predeceſſors, is it not juſt, Sir, is it not neceſſary that we 
ould have all the Light communicated to us, that may be 
proper to inform us in what Manner theſe Expences and this 
Vor. V. A aa Power 
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impartially confiders this Affair, doubt that/our agreeing t 
the preſent Motion is the molt proper Manta gf in 
that nd ? f \0p4 7 Tat WA + . 
The honourable Gentleman ſays, that the Convention 
not a definitive Treaty, but a preliminary one. 
very Reaſon which he has urged againſt the 
me one of the ſtrongeſt Arguments in its Favour. 
niſhed the Miniſtry with means of reducing Spain to 
and of obtaining a definitive Treaty with the m 
geous Terms. Will any Gentleman deny this to be the 
tuation of Affairs at the Cloſe of laſt Seſſion 7 I 
will not. What then, Sir, do we intend by the 
now moved for? We intend no more, than to get as 
formation as poſſible, why the firm and well- grounded Ex- 
pectations of the Parliament have not been anſw eres. 
* The honourable Gentleman, Sir, reaſoned on a Suppo- 
ſition, that we were to addreſs for theſe Papers for no other 
Reaſon than to fiſh for Faults in our Miniſtry, whoſe Con- 
duct he ſeems to think is irreproachable. I wiſh with all 
my Heart, that it may be found ſo; but I muſt differ from 
him in this Particular. I am of Opinion this Houſe may 
addreſs for theſe Papers with the moſt fincere, the moſt up- 
right Intentions of doing Juſtice to the Merits of the Mini- 
ſtry. I am apt to think, Sir, that we ſhalt be fincere both 
to our Approbation and Cenſure, and' that whether our Mi- 
niſters deſerye one or the other, we have no Intentions ta 


act any otherwiſe than ſhall appear from the Reaſon of the 
Thing itſelf. * 1 
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I have heard Gentlemen frequently infiſt, that it is very | 


unfair to condemn the Conduct of Miniſters before we know 
the particular Reaſons, and Motives from which they act. 
I myſelf am entirely of that Opinion. I believe a Miniſter 


may be ſo embarraſs d by Accidents in the Courſe of a pro- 


trated Negotiation, thro' the Caprice, thro? the Obſtinacy 
of thoſe he has to do with, that he may be obliged to follow 
Meaſures, that to a Perſon not in the like Situation, and 
unacquainted with the Difficulties he had to encounter, may 


appear very abſurd ; and yet, Sir, that very Perſon, upon 


better Information, may be convinced, that if he himſelf 
had been in the like Circumſtances, he could not have acted 
ſo prudently. The Convention is, I dare ſay, fuch a Mea- 
ſure as what I now talk of. The World in general, and I 
believe not a few Gentlemen in this Houſe, I own myſelf 
to be of their Number, have but a very indifferent Opinion 
of it. However, I will not as yet abſolutely pronounce it 
to be a bad Meaſure, becauſe I do not know the Difficulties 
which our Miniſters may have had to encounter. . 1 do not 


know 
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me to be inſtructed in, before I can deliver my final Judg- 
ment of it. Theſe Difficulties, Sir, are only to be known 
from the Papers now moved to be addreſſed ſor. For my 
own Part, I will take them upon no Man's Repreſentation ; 
they who may be moſt proper to repreſent them to the 
Houſe, are known to be too ſtrongly intereſted in the Fate 
of the Queſtion about this Convention. They who are not 
intereſted, cannot repreſent them to the Houſe, becauſe they 
are not in the Secret of Affairs. How then, Sir, are we 
to receive right Information? We are to receive it from the 
very Papers, which we have reaſon to believe were 

with no Deſign of impoſing on this Houſe. This, I own, 
Sir, is the only Method by which the Objections I have al- 
— 2 in my Mind againſt this Convention can be 
removed. 

I ſhall only trouble the Houſe with a Word or two more, 
with regard to the Indecency of our addrefling for Papers 
that relate to a Negotiation not yet finiſhed. This is an 
Argument, that I own has had of late great Weight with 
this Houſe ; and Ido believe that formerly it was not very 
uſual to addreſs for ſuch Papers. But I muſt at the ſame 
time obſerve, that formerly our Negotiations were quite of a 
different Kind from what they ſeem now. Our Forefathers 
ited with Reſolution ; they acted with Prudence; they did 
not ſuffer themſelves to be deceived by the outward Pro- 
teſtations, or undermined by the ſecret Treachery of their 
Enemies ; therefore the firſt Notice which the Public com- 
monly had of a Negotiation, was by its being notified to the 
Parliament that it was concluded : So that it was almoſt im- . 
poſſible for them to call for any Papers relating to a Nego- 
tation that was depending. But we, Sir, have got into a 
new Method of Treaty-making ; we are always 1 
but we never conclude. We have been negotiating wit 
Pain theſe twenty Years, without making one definitive 
Treaty, that has not been broken before the Parliament 
could have an Opportunity of calling for any Papers relat- 
ing to it. For the Breach that followed (ſuch was our Po- 
licy) always gave Riſe to new Negotiations, which were ſet 
on Foot before the next Meeting of Parliament ; then, Sir, 
when we called for Papers ere to the former Negotiation, 
ve were told that theſe Papers related to the Negotiation in 
dependence, and that therefore they were very unfit to be 
communicated to the Houſe ; — his Majeſty would take it 
amiſs ; and the Spaniards would be diſpleaſed. 'Fhis, Sir, 
take to be the very Caſe now. The Treaty of Seville, tho 
called a definitive Treaty, was indeed as properly a prelimi- 
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nary Treaty as the Convention; for the moſt nikterial points, 
that then created the Difference betwixt us, were left to the 
Deciſion of our Commiſſaries, in the ſame Manner as they 
are now left to Plenipotentiaries. The Stipulations in the 
Treaty of Seville, being either violated or not fulfilled by 
the Spaniards, gave Riſe to a new Negotiation, which pro- 
duced the Convention; and the Convention elf is but a 
Preliminary toa Negotiation, which Negotiation may con- 
tinue Heaven knows how long. 'Thus, Sir, it is evi 
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this Houſe has not been able for theſe ten Years paſt, to call 
for any Papers relating to Spain, that might not be faid to 
a Negotiation not yet concluded. 

* But, Sir, I muſt beg Leave to trouble the Houſe with 
one Reaſon more why I am for the preſent Motion. If we 
may give any Credit to our public News-papers, and tocom- 
mon Report, our Miniſters have met with great Difficulties 
in obtaining from Spain even this Convention, poor as it 
ſeems to be; nay, if ſome People are not very much miſin- 
formed, we could have had better Terms from Spain eight 
Years ago, than we have got by this Convention. Now, 
Sir, what Indignation muſt it raiſe in the Breaſt of every 
conſidering Man, who reflects that our yaſt Preparations and 
— had no Effect but to our own Detriment ! To 
what can this be attributed ? It muſt be to one of two Cauſes: 
The firſt is, that it is poſſible Spain may have ſo thorough a 
Contempt of us, as to tell us, that if we will be but peaceable 
and quiet, ſhe will do ſomething for us from pure Good- 
Will; but that we are to expect no Terms, except the moſt 
diſhonourable and diſadvantageous, if we ſhould pretend to 
do ourſelves Juſtice by our Arms. If that, Sir, is the Caſe, 
we are in a more miſerable Situation than any People under 
the Sun ; becauſe there is no People, however weak, whoſe 
Reſentment is not in ſome degree or other , even 
by Powers vaſtly ſuperior to themſelves. But it would ſeem WW 
that we are reduced to ſo deſpicable a Situation, that, tho 
we are in a Condition to do ourſelves Juſtice, and tho' we Wl 
may be at an immenſe Expence in putting ourſelves in that 
Condition, yet our Enemies know ſo well that we dare not 
make uſe of our Power, that they deſpiſe and inſult us for 
making ſuch vain Preparations. This is a very ſingular, and 
I believe an unparallelled Caſe. 

© But this Behaviour of Spain may be attributed to another 
Cauſe ; it may proceed from our Miniſtry being ſo earneſt 
to obtain ſome Treaty or other, that rather than want one, 
they were willing to take up with the very worſt that could 
be offered; that when the Parliament met, they might fay 
ſomething had been done in Conſequence of the vaſt Expences 

| we 
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reſent Motion, which I heartily give my Voice for. 
: Sir William Yonge. Agr Sort 
Sir, 


fine themſelves to the Subject of the Debate: I am ſure 
it would fave a great deal of Time and Trouble to 
themſelves and others. We have been told, Sir, that 
the Reaſon why we ought to agree to this Motion, is be- 
cauſe we*did not bring the Court of Spain to agree to a 
definitive inſtead of a preliminary Treaty ; tho' Gentlemen 
have not been ſo kind as to give the Houſe any Reaſons why 
this Preliminary may not anſwer all the Ends we could have 
propoſed by a definitive Treaty. 

But we are told that the Reſolutions we came to laſt 
deſſion ought to have directed our Miniſters in infiſting upon 
i definitive Treaty, or they ought not to have treated at all. 
This Sir, I can by no Means agree to. We did not mean 
by theſe Reſolutions, to tie the Miniſtry down to enter into 
an immediate War; they were intended, as the honourable 
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ery Gentleman well obſerves, to ſerve as a Direction to the Mi- 
and tiſtry in the ſucceeding Part of their Negociation: But how 
To does it appear to him, that they they have not? We have, 
ſes: ſays he, got a preliminary Treaty inſtead of a definitive 
th a one. Give me Leave to ask that Gentleman, Sir, if there 
ible was any Thing in theſe Reſolutions that ty'd our Miniſtry's 
od- Hands from making a preliminary Treaty till ſuch Time as 
noſt 2 definitive one could be drawn up? If there is not, where- 
d to in are our Miniſters to blame, if they have concluded a preli- 
aſe, ninary Treaty, in which a ſtrict Regard has been had to 


the Reſolutions of Parliament? If the Situation of Affairs 
betwixt Spain and us abſolutely required that we ſhould ac- 
cept of this preliminary Treaty, can the honourable Gen- 
tleman pretend, that the Ends for which we came to the Re- 
ſolutions he has mentioned, have not been anſwered ? But, 
lays the honourable Gentleman, why was this a preliminary 


IE: 


4 


that I Treaty, and not a definitive one? Did we not furniſh Money 
not enough? Have we not fitted out Fleets ſtrong enough to ob- 
s for lige Spain to accept of our own Terms? I think, Sir, 
and that this Objection admits of a very plain Anſwer. The 

Reſolutions of a Houſe of Parliament and its Proceedings, 
xther are founded on the Intereſts of the Nation, as they appear 
rneſt from her Laws, her Conſtitution, and her Treaties with 
one, other Powers: But Miniſters, Sir, have a harder Task; 
could they are tied down to the Reſolutions of Parliament, and at 
t fay the ſame Time they are obliged to conſider how far the In- 
ences 


tereſt of their Prince may be affected by other Circuniſtancey, 
| which 


ve had been at. But Sir, it is impoſſible for us to know g u. 
any Thing certainly of this Affair without agreeing to the (yay, 


« I wiſh with all my Heart that Gentlemen would con- Sir willam Ten 
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" in which the Parliament, 


right, and their Piſcernment never ſo juſt, can have no On 


entering into or ſtrengthening Alliances, ' They may de- 


an Iſland, who can know 5 — from Hearſay, whoſe 
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portunity of knowing. Theſe Circumſtances, Sir, may de- 
pend on the Characters of thoſe with whom they ane to nego- 
ciate, and the Diſpoſitions that are made at other Courts fo 


pend on Intrigues, which they who are at a great Diſtance 
can have no Notion of, and to which perhaps alittle muſt be 
yielded in order to gain à great deal. For theſe Reaſons it 
would be the moſt abſurd Thing in the World in us to find 
Fault with our Miniſters for any Meaſure they ſhall ente 

into, unleſs we are abſolutely ſure that they had none of the 
Diffieulties I have mentioned to encounter with. *Tis like 

wiſe for this Reaſon that our Conſtitution has veſted the 
Crown with the Prerogative of making Peace or War; be 
cauſe it never can be preſumed that we, who are confined tc 


Deliberations are ſo flow, and whoſe publick Capacity deter 
mines at a certain Period, can be thoroughly inſtructed it 
every Particular that may make more vigorous or more peace 
ful Meaſures neceſſary. But, Sir, ſhould this Houſe alway 
aſſume to itſelf, without having regard to any of theſe Con 
ſiderations, a Power of cenſuring the Meaſures of the Mini- 
ſtry, for not acting ſtrictly up to - what they conceive would 
have been proper; ſhould we on all Occaſions, preſcribe 
Rules to the Miniſtry in what Manner their Negociations are 
to be carried on, and on what Terms they are to inſiſt; 
think it would be very hard to point vut wherein the Prero- 
gative of the Crown in making Peace or War conſiſts. | 
© I hope, Sir, I ſhall not be miſtaken, as if I meant that 
we are never to offer our Advice to his Majeſty, and that wel 
are to wink at every Thing the Miniſtry ſhall do. I think 
the Greatneſs of a King of Britain depends on his always 
acting in Concurrence with Parliament, and that the Safe- 
ty of this Nation conſiſts in our having it always in our 
Power to cenſure the Conduct of wicked Miniſters. But at 
the ſame Time, Sir, we are not to preſcribe the Manner in 
which his Majeſty is to act, nor, under the Pretence of calling 
wicked Miniſters to account, are we to perſecute or oppreſs i 
good ones. But, ſays the honourable Gentleman, if our 
Miniſters had real Difficulties to ſtruggle with, if they met 
with unreaſonable Oppoſition, why ought this to be con- 
cealed from Parliament? This Houſe can make Allowances 
for that ; we will even applaud them, if they have dexterouſly 
ſurmounted thoſe Obſtacles; and therefore theſe Papers 
ought to be laid before us, that we may know the true State 
of the whole Affair. Sir, I am of Opinion, that before there 
is Occaſion to call for any Papers whatſoever relating == 
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Nepociation, we ought to confider if the preliminary Treaty 
aich hay been concluded, is, or is not a properiMeaſare in itſelf: 
we find that it is a proper Meaſure, if we find that it anſwers 
il the Intentions of the Refolutions we preſented to his Ma- 
ety laſt Seſſion, where is the Neceſſity, where is the Expediehcy 
Hand, it 


if calling for any Papers at all? If on the other 


b as we ſhall think ; and his Majeſty 
! have a great Regard to our Sentiments and Repreſentations. 

I cannot help obferving, Sir, that had the Convention 
ken a definitive inſtead of a preliminary Treaty, the honou- 
able Gentleman, according to his own Way of arguing, 
would have had no Pretence for agreeing to the preſent 
Motion. Had it been a definitive Treaty, the Queſtion 
den, it ſeems, would have been upon the Merits of the 
Treaty itſelf ; but as it is a preliminary one, the Queſtion 


, 
- 
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eps that were taken previous to it. I am not inclined to 


Ty anticipate the Debate upon the Convention, by pointing out 
Ace de ſmall Difference that is betwixt it and a definitive Taeaty: 
way Give me Leave to ſay, Sir, that the Foundation that is there- 
Don n laid for a definitive Treaty, is entirely agreeable to the 


tefolutions of this Houſe ; and I dare venture to ſay, that 
then it ſhall come to be conſidered, Gentlemen will think 
the beſt Meaſure that could have been purſued in our 
reſent Circumſtances, 

© But, ſays the honourable Gentleman, why may we not 
moint a Committee of Secrecy for peruſing the Papers to 
Wl © addreſſed for, who ſhall make ſuch Extracts from them as 
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that re proper for the Information of this Houſe? I am very 
t well ©, Sir, from queſtioning the Honour of any Gentleman 
hink wo may be of ſuch a Committee, or from thinking that 


Papers: But I am humbly of Opinion, that ſuch an Expe- 
tient would be far from anſwering the Ends propoſed. A 
ſommittee of Secrecy might indeed ſatisfy themſelves ; but 
| cannot ſee how any Information from them can be ſatisfac- 
WI ory to the reſt of the Houſe. The honourable Gentle- 
nan himſelf ſays, that he can form a right Judgment of the 


our Convention no other Way than by ſeeing and peruſing theſe 
met Papers ; but, Sir, if he himſelf were not of that Committee, 
con- le muſt be ſatisfied with the Report of the Committee, 
ances WH © that he can have it only at ſecond-hand. Beſides, there 
roaſly nay be ſuch a Connection betwixt thoſe Matters that are im- 
pers Roper to be commanicated to the Houſe, and thoſe that are 


teceſſary for our Information, that the Extracts muſt be 
angled, incoherent, and unintelligible. For my Part, if an 
afar happened where it was abſolutely neceflary that Pa- 

| pers 


hould be found a deſtructive Meaſare, we are at Liberty to 
will doubt - 
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jw is not about the Merits of the Treaty, but upon thoſe 
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CASO. Information of this Houſe, I ſhould not think my felf at 

9 Liberty to form any deciſive Judgment of that Aﬀac upon 

the Report of the Committee, any more than the--honoy- 
rable Gentleman thinks himſelf at Liberty to form ſuch 

Judgment of the Convention on the Report of the Mini- 
ſtry. The Reaſon of this will be evident to any Man, who 
conſiders what a vaſt Difference there is betwixt the ſeeing 
Things, of which- we are to be ſudges, with our on Ryes, 
and ſeeing them with the Eyes of other Me. 

* As to our foreign Intereſts, which have been ſo much talk'c 
of on this Occaſion ; I think it would be againſt every Maxin 
of ſound Policy, to revive any manner of Difference that 
may be betwixt us and any of our Neighbours at this Juncture 
I own, Sir, that I am not of Opinion, that the ſooner we 
oblige France to come to a Declaration either one Way or 
other, the better for this Nation. I think that if we gave 
France any Handle to join Spain on this Occaſion, it may 
tend very much to our Detriment. Every Gentleman who 
reflects how much our Trade was ruihed by the Privat 
of that Nation in-the laſt War, will give his Voice againſt 
this Nation being again expoſed to the like Calamities, if 
we can conſiſtently and with our own Honour avoid it. 

The honourable Gentleman, Sir, took up my worthy 
Friend who fits near me, for ſaying that we enjoy man 
Branches of our Commerce unrivall'd,and uncomplained of 
our Neighbours.” Sir, I can't help being of this Opinion 
eſpecially when I conſider the late vaſt Increaſe of our Ship 
ping, and Extenſion of our Trade. Theſe two Particulars 
Sir, are undeniable, and muſt be evident to any Man, whe 
has liv'd along enough to be able to compare the Figure 
which the Trading Part of the Nation made 30 or 40 Years 
ago with what it does now. Any Gentleman, Sir, whe 
can do that, muſt be convinced that it would be the Heigh 
of Folly in us to endanger theſe Advantages by a precip! 
tate ill timed Breach with any of our Neighbours. 

The honourable Gentleman allows that the Spaniſh 
Weſt-Indian Trade, fo far I preſume, as we are concerned 
in it, ought to be touch'd upon with a very delicate Hand; 
yet at the ſame Time he ſeems to be of Opinion, that we 
ought, upon this Occaſion, to inquire into the Abuſes that 
may have been introduced by other Nations into that Trade 
I think, Sir, it would be going quite out of our Road 1 
we ſhould make the leaſt Enquiry of that Kind. I believe, 
Sir, the great Abuſes committed by our Merchants in rn n 
Spaniſh Weſt-Indies are not unknown to many Gentlemen 
in this Houſe ; and that the vaſt Circulation of our ow 
Specie in our Colonies in America, that the vaſt _ bs 
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rent in our Weſt-Indies; ate ih - 
wth 


nd his Inf nuntion of their being indulged in Pr that 
rr . If 
hat had been the Caſe; we muſt befote now have heard of it 
im our Merchants trading in thoſe Places; and we muſt 

ure perceived it i the ſenſible Decay of Trade amongſt 
urſelves. I'm afraid, Sir, that if we ſhould proceed to 
eule Accdumnts, as the honourable Gentleman ſays we ought 
» do, we ſhould find ourſelves under very great Difadvan- 
byes in fore Particulars. If all our Treaties of Commerce 
ad Navigation with the other Powers of Europe were to 
e canvaſſed, Sir, I believe other Powers would have more 
xcroachments to complain of, and with more Juſtice too, 
tan we can. Every Gentleman in this Houſe, I dare ſay, 
tows very well that by the Treaties betwixt us and Spain, 
very Ship of ours that is found trading with the Spaniſh 
Weſt-Indies is confiſcable. But will any Gentleman, Sir, 
ake it upon him to affirm, that our Merchants don't carry 
u that T'rade in Defiance of att Treaties? This is an Abuſe, 
ir, that not only the Spaniards but the French and other 
Nations have a Right to complain of: For we are tied down 
h our Treaties with them, as well as by thoſe with Spain, 
ot to attempt or carry on ſuch a Trade. Therefore, Sir, 
[think it would be very unadviſeable in us, at this JunCture, 
tawaken any Differences that may be betwixt our Neigh- 
tours and us, as the honourable Gentleman adviſes. But, 
Ir, this Nation has nothing to dread as long as that happy 
Union, which has always ſubſiſted betwixt his Majeſty and 
te Parliament ſtill continues: For tho? I am perſuaded that 
is Majeſty will never encourage any unjuſt Encroachments 
i his Subjects on thoſe of any other Power, yet we may be 
ery well aſſured, while ſuch a Union ſubſiſts, no other will 
are to make any ſuch Encroachments upon us. 

The honourable Gentleman himſeif allowed, that it 
erer was the Cuſtom of this Houſe to call for Papers re- 
king to a Negotiation not concluded; yet he ſeemed to be 
prized how any Body could think that his Majeſty would 
| ike our agreeing to this Motion amiſs. In the mean Time, 
lieve- er, he did not think fit to give us any Reaſon why the Pa- 
- rs now moved to be addreſſed for, ought not to be looked 
emen don as Papers relating to a Negociation {ill in Dependance. 
9 IM Sir, we are to look upon them as ſuch, is there the leaſt 
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Anno u Geo. 11 Poubt that his Majeſty will have very good Reaſon for taking 


our Proceeding in this Manner amiſs? |). 4 es 
© Tt is true, Sir, that after the Treaty of Seville was con 
cluded, the Papers relating to that Treaty were laid before 
this Houſe ; but I am far from thinking that that Treaty wi 
but a preliminary one. 'The Stipulations contained in- it 
appear do be full, expreſs, and definitive. Some Points, in 
deed, were left to be adjuſted by Commiſſaries, but theſe 
were far from being the material Points of Difference be 
twixt us and Spain at that Time. They related not to na 
tional, but private Property; therefore that Treaty cat 
never be brought in as a Parallel with the Convention, whict 
ſo far as it relates to private Property, is definitive; tho” { 
far as it relates to national Property, it is preliminary, Hi 
Majeſty, who is the Guardian of our national Property, hz 
thought fit to refer the Points relating to our Commerce to 
future Negociation ; and ſhall we fo far expreſs our Diſtru 
of his royal Intentions, as, in a Manner, to take the Nego 
ciations out of his Hands? Shall we ſet a Precedent whicl 
in future Times may be ſo far abuſed as to deprive hi 
Succeſſors of the faireſt Jewel of their Prerogative, that « 
making Peace or War, independent of any other Branch « 
the Legiſlature ? 7 
* The honourable Gentleman, who ſpoke laſt, ſaid tha 
we never yet had been wanting in our Returns of Gratitud 
to his Majeſty for the Regard he has expreſſed towards u 
J hope, Sir, we never ſhall be wanting in ſuch Returns; Win; 
we are, we ſhall be wanting to ourſelves ; but unleſs it can bu 
proved to the Houſe, either that the Papers, now moved t 
to be addreſſed for, do not relate to a Negociation till in Dell 
pendance, or that it has been uſual for this Houſe, tl 
addreſs for Papers relating to ſuch a Negociation, I muſt bull 
of Opinion, that his Majeſty will have Reaſon not to think 
it a grateful Return, ſhould we agree to the preſent Motion 
but to look upon it as a Mark of our diſtruſting not only hi 
Miniſtry's but his own Intentions. 
© If we have ſtrengthened his Majeſty's Hands, Sir, it 1 
only in order to ſecure our own Property; if we hav 
been at any extraordinary Expence, it is in order to fav 
a much greater Expence to the Nation. Had this Hou 
always aCted in the ſame Manner, had the Parliament al 
ways given the Prince, when they had no Reaſon t( 
think he would make a bad Uſe of it, ſufficient Power 9 
make our Enemies hearken to Reaſon, the great Waſte o 
Blood and "Treaſure expended in the late War might hav 
been prevented. To what was the bad Succeſs of all th 
Meaſures of King William attributed, but to the unreaſonable 
Jealouſy which a Party entertained of his and his — 
ntentionꝭ 
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into Meaſures that tended v to advance the common Inte- 
reſt, he immediately met with Oppoſition, the Meaſures were 
livulged to the Enemy, and himſelf difabled from reaping 
Advantage from the beſt and moſt publick-ſpirited Schemes 
that ever were laid down. And ſhall we, Sir, at a ſuncture, 
which requires the moſt prudent Conduct of our Govern- 
ment, to oppoſe perhaps a more formidable Power than 
he had to grapple with, fall into the ſame Errors that ren- 
Wired all Ris vours ineffectual ? He had only to do 
with France; ſhe was weaker then than'ſhe is now, and he 
yas ſtrengthened with Alliances which it is impracticable for 
s now to form. If this, Sir, is rightly conſidered by Gen- 
lemen, as I hope it will be, they will find that the Powers 
with which. we have cloathed his Majeſty and his Miniſtry, 
re ſo far from being extraordinary, that they are very mo- 
krate, and that if we have any Thing to repent of, it is 
wr not extending them farther. 

© I ſhall now, Sir, beg Leave to add one or two Reaſons to 
hoſe of my honourable Friend who ſpoke againſt the Motion. 
he Dangers which this Nation has to apprehend in her 
W reſent Situation, are not entirely from abroad. Theſe 
bhengers, tho' they are indeed formidable, would be but in- 
WI anſiderable, were not our Enemies abroad ſupported by a 
udulent, diſaffected Faction at Home. A Government, 
Tn ſuch a Situation as our Government is now in, would be 

WI ntifed by Poſterity, if they made ſome Stretches of Power 
vt ſtrictly agreeable to Law ; ſince their Enemies commit ſo 
mny Abuſes of Liberty, which are ſo abſolutely deſtructive 
= all Subordination and Duty. But notwithſtanding the 
Wl Dificulties this Government has to encounter, the Miniſtry 
y appeal to their moſt inveterate Enemies, if they have 
mig oer yet made any ſuch Stretch, if they have ever yet taken 

Wy Meaſures that are not ſtrictiy agreeable to the Spirit of 
te Conſtitution. 

This is what I believe no former Miniſtry, under the 
ke Diſcouragements, could boaſt of. But, Sir, I think, in 
ee mean Time, that his Majeſty's Miniſters would be very 
nuch wanting in their Duty, both to their Prince and Coun- 
ty, if they Fould not oppoſe every Step that may give their 


ent al Inemies an Advantage to their Prejudice. The Animoſities 
on dis Nation are now raiſed to fo great a Height, that a 
wer (Otrtin Faction amongſt us will join with any Enemies, pro- 
ſe oed they could gratify thereby their unjuſt and invincible 
t hav Hatred towards his Majeſty's Miniſters. I am apt to be- 
all He, that the Faction among ourſelves would be the firſt to 
— oy out againſt us for laying all the Secrets of a depending 
n 


Mepociation open to our -T\ 4 Enemies, when at the ſame 
B b b 2 Time 
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Time they perhaps are concerting Schemes, 
try. This is no new Game of that Faction; 
them before this railing at a Miniſtry for giving, ; 
to their foreign Enemies, while in the meap Tyne they 
entering into Plots and Conſpiracies with that 
in order to improve theſe Advantages, For the 
Sir, I amagainſt the Motion. a 

Mo. ys. % of 

Ir, f | ** 

* As his Majeſty, in his Speech from the Throne, ac- 
quainted us, that the Treaty or Convention lately concluded 
with Spain, would be laid before us in this Sefian of Parlia-M 
ment; and as we muſt preſume, that when it is laid us 
and taken into Conſideration, ſome Sort of Propofitian or 
Motion will be made, either for approving ax diſapproving 
of that Treaty; we ought therefore ta have every Thing laid 
before us that may any Way relate to it, or to the long Ne- 
gociation that was carried on for bringing it about. When Ii 
lay ſo, Sir, I do not mean that we arg either to approve or 
diſapproye of any Thing that has been done hy his Majeſty 
In all ſuch Caſes we are to look upon what has been done, 2 
done by his Majeſty's Miniſters, and their Doings wall 


-&- 
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may cenſure, we may condemn, we have often too good at! 
Reaſon to condemn. What may be the Fate of this Cor Re 
vention, or what Fate it may deſerve to meet with in thi ye! 
Houſe, I ſhall not now pretend to determine; but that W ti: 
may neither juſtify nor condemn, applaud nor cenſure, with ſet 
out a good Reaſon, I think it is abſolutely neceſſary for us te we 
know how Matters ſtand, at preſent, between us and Spain Co 
What are the chief Cauſes of the Diſputes that have ſo long Hi 
ſubſiſted between the two Nations: And what Meaſures h ot! 
been taken for clearing up, or putting an, End to thoſ dis 
Diſputes. . | yer 

I am ſurprized any Gentleman can think, tha Ar 
we can know any Thing of the Convention that is tc the 
be laid before us, or of the Negociation that has beer mo 
carried on for bringing it about, without ſeeing the Memq one 
rials and Repreſentations that have been made to the, King 0 the 
Spain, or his Miniſters, relating to the Spaniſh Depredatior un) 
J hope, that on our Part at leaſt, there are no Secrets betwee ſeal 
our Miniſters and the Court of Spain, but what may be di to a 
vulged to this Houſe, or even to the whole Nation; I bor ſett] 
the Memorials _ Repreſentations drawn, up and ſent of: 
Spain by our Miniſters, contain nothing but a plain Repre dea 
ſentation of our Rights, and of the Injuries we have Jul Thi 
fered, and an honeſt, tho“ preremptory Demand of Sa the 
faction, Reparation, and Security. If this be the C bc, 
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lying 24m 3 this Houſe cap he attended with ne 
Confequenge : OO RE, interrupt the 
Negacaations, nor can it br 82 


was Wi in drawing 
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8 to his in the 


ay ©. Order ar 4 fle might perhaps 
have laid, that ths 1 E this Houſe 

would interrupt the Courſe, and might prevent the ye of 
our pragrable Negoriayons 3 caule the Court of Spain 
might fram thence draw Pretence, for refuſing to correſpond 
or treat any lopger Ah thaſe, who could canceal 1 
wy was wrote or ſaid to them. Tho' Iamof 

ht, upon this Occaſion, to ſee even theſe. — 
lentations, or Anſwers, 2 I  purgobly avazged in- 
ok them in.my an the or no Pretence 
for 0 an Objection againſt it. 

* It is not ſo much el, Sir „ that the Treaty or 
Convention to be laid before us is a eddie Treaty. His 
Majeſty, in his Speech from the Throne, has told us, that 
it is not. a definitive Treaty: He has told us, that thoſe 
Grievances and Abuſes, which have hitberto interrupted our 
Commerce and Navigation in the American Seas, and all 
ather Diſputes between the two Nations, except that of 
geparation to our Fellow - Subjects for their remain 
yet to be regulated and ſettled by Plenipotentiaries. I wifh 
the only Article that is ſettled, may not appear to have been 
ſettled to our Diſadvantage. But this is not the only Thing 
we are to enquire into, when we come to. examine this 
Convention. If the Court of Spain appeared to be in an 
Humour to give us full Satisfaction, wit reſpect ta all wn 
other Matters which they have been allowed of late Y 
diſpute with us, our agreeing to ſuck a preliminary 
vention, and even our yielding a little with re to the 
Article that is ene, n be N t if, on 
the contrary, t urt of Spain appeared to be in no Hu- 
mour to give us a proper Satisfaction, with reſpect to any 
one of the Matters now in Diſpute between us, conlinrng 
the Danger our ur Trade and Navigation lies expoſed to by the 
unjuſt, and hithertp. unheard-of Claim they have ſet up of 
ſearching. our Shine: in the open Seas, it was ridiculous in us 
to agree to 2 — without having that Point firſt 
ſettled to our action, and ſtill more ridiculous to accept 
of any partial Reparation for the Loſſes our Merchants and 
Seamen have already ſuſtained by their Depredations. 
Therefore, when we come to examine into this Convention, 
the chief Point that will come under our Conſideration muſt 
be, to know what Humour the Court of Spain ſeems to be 


in; 
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Amo 13 Geo. U. in, and what we may expect by the Delay Which this pte 
H liminary Convention muſt occation | and, I ſhould be — 
to know, how we can form any Judgment as to this Point, 

without ſeeing at leaſt thoſe Memorials and Repreſentations, 

which our Miniſters have thought fit to make to the King of 

Spain and his Miniſters ; for, from what his Majeſty has 

told us of the Convention, I am ſure we can form no g 

— as to this Point, from any Article in the Convention 

itſelf. | 3 N 

I do not know, Sir, what ſome Gentlémen may think 

his Majeſty means by ordering the Convention to be laid be- 

fore us. Perhaps they may think, that we ought only to 

read it over, and thereupon preſent a polite Addreſs in the 

modern Way, applauding the Wiſdom of his Majeſty's Mea- 

ſures, that 1s to ſay, the Wiſdom of thoſe who adviſed him 

to take ſuch Meaſures. But, I muſt think, his Majeſty 

does not mean any ſuch Thing. He means, I am fure, 

that we ſhould not only read it, Gut examine it thoroughly, 

and that, after we have examined the whole Affair to the 
Bottom, we ſhould give him our honeſt and ſincere Opinion, 
This, I am convinced, is what his Majeſty means by order- 

ing the Convention to be laid before us ; and this we can- 
not comply with, till at leaſt the Papers now moved for be 
laid before us; therefore in Duty to his Majeſty, as well as 
out of Regard to our own Honour, we ought to agree to the 


Motion. clu 

Sir Robert Walpole any 2 Walpole. 2 - | 
ir, wa a 

I believe no Gentleman who has the Honour to be the 

Member of this Houſe ſuppoſes, that we are not to examine into * 


the Nature of the Convention lately concluded with Spain, fee 
or that his Majeſty intends we ſhould not. I am ſure I do ma 
not ſuppoſe any ſuch Thing: On the contrary, I hope, that of 
when it is laid before us, we ſhall not only examine tho- pol 
roughly every Article of it, but alſo that we ſhall examine 
into the preſent Circumſtances of Affairs both at home and di 
abroad; which we muſt do, before we can form a right was 
Judgment of the Convention his Majeſty has agreed to. 1 
When the ſeveral Articles are particularly examined, and Ne 
all Circumſtances duly conſidered, we ought then to give be 
our moſt ſincere Opinion and Advice to his Majeſty ; and, 
from the View I have of our preſent Circumſtances, and fal 
what | have heard or know of that Convention, I believe = 
the Opinion of this Houſe wil be, that the concluding and an 


ratifying the Convention was one of the wiſeſt Meaſures his = 
Majeſty could take; and our Advice, I doubt not, will be, X 
that his Majeſty ſhould proceed upon the Foundation laid by * 


tnat Convention, and endeavour, by peaceable Methods - 
| pe 
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pat an End, by a definitive Treaty, to all the Diſputes ne 1 ds. UL, 


now ſubfiſting between the two Nations. OF 

I ſhall-grant, Sir, that in order to examine thoroughly in- 
to the Nature of the Convention, and into the Circumſtances 
of our Affairs both at home and abroad, it will be neceſſary 
for us to have a great many Papers laid before us. But in 
calling or addreſſing for Papers of any Kind, we. ought at 
all Times to be extremely cautious, eſpecially in calling for 
Papers relating to any Tranſaction which is not then finally 
concluded. Ihe Gentlemen who have already ſpoke againſt 
this Motion, have faid ſo much with regard to the Danger 
and Inexpediency of it at this Time, that I have nothing to 
add on that Head, Only, Sir, I beg Leave to advance one 
general Obſervation upon what they have ſaid, and that is, 
that when we find ourſelyes obliged to take an Affair into 
our Conſideration, before it is brought to a final Concluſion, 
do not think it would be bad Policy in this Houſe, to lay 
it down as an eſtabliſhed Maxim, never to addreſs for any 
Papers upon ſuch Occaſions, but to leave it entirely to his 
Majeſty, to order ſuch Papers to be laid before us, as he 
might think neceſſary for giving us a proper Light into 
the Aﬀair, and ſuch as he knew might be ſafely commu- 
nicated. 

* To apply what I have ſaid to the Caſe now before us: 
t muſt be allowed, Sir, that the Convention lately con- 
cluded with Spain, relates to an Affair not yet finally ended. 
t relates to an Affair now under Negotiation between the 
two Courts; for, I ſhall readily agree, that the Articles of 
the Convention can at beſt be called but a Sort of prelimi- 
tary Articles, which are to be further explained and per- 
ſected by a definitive Treaty; and if a ſatisfactory Treaty 
may be obtained by peaceable Means, and in Conſequence 
of theſe preliminary Articles, which no Man can ſay is im- 
poſſible, it would be wrong in us to do any Thing, or to 
all for any Paper, which by being made publick, might 
diſappoint ſo good an Effect. Now, as this Convention 
vas, as every preliminary Agreement muſt be, preceded by 
2 Negotiation, ſome Things may have paſſed during that 
Negotiation, which the Court of Spain would not deſire to 
be made publick, and would even look on it as a high Af- 
front, in caſe they ſhould be made publick. We know how 
kalous Princes are even of what is called the Punctilio of 
Honour; and therefore we muſt know, that it is always 
dangerous to publiſh the Tranſactions of a Negotiation till 
ome Time after it has been concluded. While fuch Tranſ- 
actions remain ſecret, many Things may be ſaid and done 
by both Parties without much Notice, which either Party 
would think himſelf in Honour obliged to _—— 
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other Way but by Foree of Arms * 
I flialf grant, Sir, that in order to know | how Mrattert 
ſtand at prefent between us aud Spain, the Cauſes of bur 
preſent Hiſputes, and the Meaſures his Majeſty has taken (9 
— an End to them, it would be proper for us to fee alt the 
Papers that have been mentioned, and a great many tiers 
than have been now moved for. We eantiot propoſe to gc- 
a folt and perfect Knowledge of theſe Matters; and of 
the Ciroumſftances of Affairs at home and abroad; Without 
Raving a complezt Knowledge of all the Negotintions that 
have been lately carried on, or are now earrying of, not 
only between us and Spain, but between us and every other 
Power in Europe; but this is a Knowledge, wRick every ons 
muſt admit, his Majeſty neither can, nor ought to eommu- 
nicate to Parliament. I have ſhewn, that the communi- 
cating all thoſe Papers that are now moved for, right be of 
the moſt dangerous Conſequence ; and even the hondurable 
Gentleman himſelf who moved for thoſe Papers, allows, 
that we ought not to deſire all the Memorials, Repteſeiita- 
tions, aud Anſwers received from the Court of Spam, to be 
laid before us; becauſe our rendering the Contents of ſome 
of them publick, might put a ſtop to our Negotiatiohs, aud 
make the Court of Spain refuſe to treat any longer wich us. 
Are not we, Sir. to apprehend the ſame Conſequence, from 
our rendering publick the Memorials and Repreſentations 
that have been made to the King of Spain, or his Miniſters! 
\ For the Memorials and Repreſentations that have been made 
us, muſt relate to, and may probably recite a great Part, 
if not the whole Subſtance, of thoſe we have received. * 
© What are we then to do in ſuch a Cafe, Sir? We can- 
not defire a full and perfect Knowledge of all ſuch Affairs. 
We muſt content ourſelves with ſuch a Knowledge as may 
be ſafely communicated to us, without injuring the publick 
Affairs of the Nation: And we muſt leave it to his Majeſty 
to judge, what may be ſafely communicated. We may de- 
pend upon his Goodneſs, and the Regard he has for his 
Parliament, that he will, upon this Occaſion, communicate 
to us every Paper, and every Tranſaction relating to the 
Spaniſh Depredations, that can be ſafely” communicat- 
ed: But his Wiſdom, and the Regard he has — the 
onour 
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Honour and Intereſt of his Ki 


communicating to-us 


able Addreſs, to raiſe a Conteſt in his Royal Breaſt, between 
his Goodneſs and; Wiſdom, or between the Regard he has 
for his Parliament; and the Regard he has for the Honour 
and Intereſt of his Kingdoms. 1 OO 
The Reſolutions we have already come to, I did not, it 
is true, - oppoſe ; but it was not, Sir, becauſe I entirely ap- 
proved of them. It was, - becauſe I did not ſee any Thing in 
them, but what his Majeſty, I thought, might comply with: 
I did not apprehend that by any of them, there were Papers 
called for that might not be ſafely made publick : But with, 
regard to the laſt . Reſolution the honourable Gentleman 

has been pleaſed to propoſe, the Cafe-is' very different. At 
firſt View of it, I ſee, that chere are Papers called 
for, which it may not be ſafe to make publick: Some of 
thoſe Papers, I think, may probably be ſuch, as Would diſ- 
cloſe the Seerets of our Government, or interrupt, if not put 

a full Stop to, the Courſe of our Negotiations : Therefore I 

muſt look upon the Addreſſes propoſed by that Reſolution, 
to be of ſuch a Nature, that there is the higheſt Probability 

of his Majeſty's not being able to comply with them 3 and 
whilſt I have the Honour o have a Seat in this Houſe, I 
ſhall always-be. ready to give; my Teſtimony againſt our re- 


ſolving to deſire any Thing of his Majeſty by an Addreſs, - 


which I think he cannot, conſiſtently with the Honour of 
his Crown, or the Intereſt of his Kingdoms, fully comply 
with. 5ULs · 800 0 A 2155 1 10 
From what I have ſaid, Sir, Ihope every Gentleman 
will ſee, that there is a great Difference between the Ad- 
dreſſes we have agreed to, and the Addreſs now propoſed, 


By the former we defire nothing of his Majeſty at leaſt ſo To 
far as we can comprehend, but what he may comply with, 


without divulging dhe Secrets of his Government, and 'ran- 
ning the Risk of defgating thoſe Negotiations he is, carry ing 
on, for ſecuring the Trade and Navigation ot his Kingdoms. 
By the latter we are to deſire of his Majeſty, What I think 
| have ſhewu he dannot, in all probability, ſafely comply 
with. This is the-yroper Diſtinction between the, Addreſſes 
ve have agretd «to; and the; Addreſs inow, propoſed 3 and 
every Gentleman that makes this Diſtinction, may .epſily 
ke a good \Reaſon) for his giving a Negative to the latter, 
notwithſtanding» his, having given his Aſſent to the former a 
for all thoſe. Who think there is any Thing deſired by the 
Addreſs now prepoſed, wich his Majeſty caunot ſafely com; 
Py Wah, maſt, I. thinks in Duty to dear Sovercigu, give 
meir Negative to the Queſtion » We 
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ngdoms, muſt. prevent his e u Geo, n. 
any Thing that ought not, chat cannot ( „ 
be ſafely: made pablick ; and we ought not, by an unſta ſon- | 
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en conclude with —_— Sir, that it would be 
* a fly co 1 
that his could not 5 1 
Courts, — — wr — 
— that the Parliament had begun to po fray Aan. 
which the could not comply with : If ſhould hear 
that his Majeſty had, in the leaſt Article, refuſed to comply 
with the Requeſt of his Parliament, they would immediately 
in to ume, that a Breach was to enſue between King 
Parliament: They would then begin to believe, that 
there is ſome Truth in what they have ſo — 
by the Libels ſpread about this Kingdom; that the P 
of this Kingdom are a divided People; that they are 
affected to their Sovereign; and that the Parliament had 
now begun to do, what they have often done, what J hope 
they will always do, when there is a juſt — x vere 
am ſure is far from being the Caſe a preſet; 
the Parliament had to eſpouſe Cauſe of the Þ ery 
againſt the King his Miniſters. This Preſumption, 
Sir, would make not only the Court of Spain, but every 
Court we have any Difference with, leſs pliable, or mote 
unreaſonable than they are at preſent; and at the ſame 
Time, it would give the other Courts of Europe ſuch a con- 
temptible Opinion of us, as would of Courſe prevent their 
joining in any Alliance with us; by which Means, we ſhould 
render it not only impraQticable to obtain Satisfaction from 
the Court of Spain by fair Means, but impoſſible to obtain 
it by Force of Arms ; and as this would be one of the moſt 
unfortunate Situations this 3 could be reduced to, I am 
ſure every Gentleman that has a R fot his native Coun- 
try, and views the Queſtion now before us in this Light, 
will join with me in putting the Negative 1 pI 
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Sir, 

I wiſh his Majeſty's Name were not fo eee 
in this Houſe, as it uſually is. Some Gentlemen ſeem to af- 
fe talking in his Majeſty's Name of every publick Meaſure 
that happens to be mentioned in this Houſe, tho they know 
that when we enquire into any publick Meafure, or into the 
Management of any publick TranſaQtion, we enquire into 
it, 2 paſs our Judgment upon it, — not 
by his Majeſty, but by his Minifters, I wiſh 
they would alter a little their Manner of talking, and in- 
ſtead of the Word Majeſty, make uſe of the Word Mini- 
ſters, or if they pleaſe, Minifter. If they ſhould ſay now, 
for Example, in the preſent Caſe, that we ought never co 
defire any Thing of the Miniſter, which we think he cannot 


ſafely comply with; it would be a more pager Manner of 
EX - 
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Proceeding in Parliament, than to ſay, that we Never 
to defire any Thing of his Majeſty, which we think he can- 
not ſafe] — fy ny and I muſt leave it to Gentlemen 
* t Sort of a parliamentary Maxim it would 
be, to reſolve, that when we find ourſelves obliged, when 
the unfortunate State of the Nation is in makes it neceſſary 
for us, to take an Affair into Conſideration before it is finally 
concluded, we ought never to call for any Papers upon ſuch 
an Occaſion, but to leave it entirely to the Miniſter, to lay, 
or order ſuch Papers to be laid before us, as he knew he 
might ſafely communicate to thoſe whoſe Buſineſs it is to en- 
quire into his Conduct. This, I confeſs, would be a Maxim 
extremely convenient for Miniſters, and therefore I am not 
at alt ſurprized to hear it come from the Corner from whence 
it does, 

But, Sir, to be ſerious upon the Subject now before us; 
for conſidering the unfortunate Situation the Affairs not only 
of this Nation, but of Europe, are in at preſent, it is a Sub- 
ect of as ſerious a Nature, as ever came before a Britiſh Par- 
liament : I muſt obſerve, that when this IIouſe reſolves to 
take any particular and extraordinary Affair into Conſidera- 
tion, it is impoſſible for his Majeſty to know what Papers, 
or other Things may be neceſſary for giving us a | 
bight into the Affair. His Miniſters may perhaps 4 
but in former Ages, Miniſters have been known to conceal 
induſtriouſly from their Sovereign, many Things they knew; 
and ſuch as they ought in Duty to have acquainted him with; 
and therefore nr Phelan never truſted to the King's 
Miniſters for giving him Information in this Particular. 
They themſelves the Aﬀair which was to come 
before them ; they conſidered what Papers, or other Things, 
would be neceſſary for giving them a proper Light; and if 
thoſe Papers were ſuch as muſt be communicated by the 
Crown, they addreſſed his Majeſty, that he would be pleaſed 
to give Directions for laying ſuch or ſuch Papers before them. 
It is therefore from the Addreſſes of this Houſe only, that 
his Majeſty can know what Papers may be neceſſary to be 
hid before us upon any ſuch Occaſion ; and, when his Ma- 
jeity ſees what we addreſs for, he may then judge, whether the 
Papers called for, or any of them, be ſuch as ought not to 
de made publick. 

© If the honourable Gentleman's Maxim were to be ad- 
nitted as an eſtabliſned Maxim for our Conduct in this 
Houſe, we could never addreſs for Papers relating to any 
publick Affair that had been tranſacted within the ſame Cen- 
wi ; for there is no publick Affair — _ may — 

ly have ſome Pa belonging to it that ought not to 
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made publick. At this Rate, Sir; we muſt awayt lewvs ie 
entirely to his Majeſty, that is to ſay, to his Majeſty's Mi- 
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— nifters,' to lay no Papers before us but fuch as, they think 


may be ſafely communicated to Parliament; in which Caſe; 
every one muſt ſee, that we could never enquire into the 
Conduct of any Miniſter, while he continues a Favourite of 
the Crown; for no Miniſter will ever think it ſafe to lay 
any Paper before Parliament, that may be a 'Foundationfor; 


or may any way ſupport, an Accuſation againſt himſelf; 


and, upon this Maxim, he would always have an Excuſe for 
not lay ing ſuch Papers before Parliament, by ſaying, that 
they contain Secrets relating to ſome Affair in Agitation, 
which mult not be diſcovered till the Affair is brought to a 
Concluſion, | een 
This ſhews, Sir, how ridiculous it would be to eſtabliſh 
ſach a Maxim, and therefore, I hope we ſhall continue to 
follow the antient Maxim of this Houſe, which has always 
been, to call for all ſuch Papers as we thought might con- 
tribute towards giving us a full and perfect Knowledge of the 
Affair we were to enquire into, without regarding whether 
or no the Papers we thought neceſſary for this Purpoſe were 
ſuch as might probably contain ſome Secrets of State. - If 
any of them are of ſuch a Nature, we may appoint a ſecret 
Committee for examining into them, and reporting ſuch 
Parts of them as are neceſſary for our Information; but, 
till his Majeſty has acquainted us that ſome of them are of 
ſuch a Nature, we have no Occaſion for appointing ſuch a 
Committee. This therefore can be no Objection againſt 
our addreſſing for all or any of the Papers now propoſed to 
be addreſſed for; but, for my own Part, I cannot fo much 
as imagine, that there are any important Secrets, I mean 
{ach as the Honour or Intereſt of the Nation is concerned in 
keeping; I fay, I cannot imagine, that there are any ſuch 
in our late Negotiations with Spain, or in any of our late 
Tranſactions relating to the Spaniſh Depredations. I am 
{ure they have made no Secret of the Claims they have lately 
ict up againſt us, nor of the Inſults they have put upon us: 
On the contrary, they ſeem to be foad of publiſhing them, 
that the World may know how contemptuouſly they have 
uſed us. 1 do not know but that there may be ſome Secrets 
that ought to be diſcovered, Secrets, in the diſcovering of 
which, both the Honour and Intereſt of the Nation may be 
deeply concerned ; but this ſurely can be no Argument'a- 
&:in!: our calling for Papers by which ſuch a Diſcovery may 
be made; and, if any of the Papers now called for can be 
juppolcd to contain Secrets of ſuch a Nature, it is a ſtrong 
Argument for agreeing to the Motion; for, without ; fuch 


an Addreſs, we can hardly expect to have them laid before 1 
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{ach as ought not to be made publick, ſhould be allowed 9 , 5 
be an ObjeRion of any Weight againſt the Reſolutions now 
propoſed,” it muſt be allowed, Sir, that it was an Objection 
of equal Weight againſt every [Reſolution we have agreed 
to. If the Governors of our Plantations, or any Commandei 
in Chief, or Captains of his Majeſty's Ships of War, had 
not got a full Reparation, nor ſo much as the Promiſe! of a 
full Reparation, for the Loſſes our Merchants and Seamen 
have ſuſtained : If it ſhould appear, that we have got no Se- 
curity, nor ſo much as the Promiſe of any Security, for our 
Trade and Navigation in Time to come; it would then, 
Sir, be incumbent upon us, to appoint a Day for reſolving 
into a Committee to take the State of. the Nation into our 
Confideration ; and, in that Caſe, I ſhall grant, that it 
would be neceſſary for us to addreſs his Majeſty, that he 
would be pleaſed to give Pirections for laying before a ſecret 
Committee to be appointed for that Purpoſe, a full and exact 
Account of all our late Negotiations ; in order that we 
might have a full View of the Circumſtances the Nation is 
in, not only with reſpe& to its domeſtick Affairs, but alſo 
with reſpe&t to foreign Affairs. Without ſuch a View, it 
would be impoſſible for this Houſe to come to any proper 
Reſolations, or to give his Majeſty any proper Advice. If 
the Nation has been brought into ſuch Diſtreſs, as to be 
obliged to accept of ſuch a diſhonourable and diſadvantageous 
Treaty, rather than attempt to vindicate our Honour and our 
Rights by Force of Arms, we cannot expect that thoſe who 
brought us into ſuch Diſtreſs will ever be able to relieve us. 
If any Relief be poſſible, it muſt come from Parliament ; 
and it is not the firſt Time the Parliament has relieved this 
Nation from the utmoſt Diſtreſs. But, in ſuch Caſes, we 
muſt have a fall View of our Affairs; we muſt not ſhew ſuch 
a Complaiſance for our Miniſters, as to deny ourſelves any 
neceſſary Information, for fear of bringing them into Difh - 
culties. | 

From what I have ſaid, Sir, I hope it will appear, that 
there is nothing in the Addreſs now propoſed, but what his 
Majeſty may comply with, but what he certainly will com- 
ply with. If there be any of the Papers now propoſed to 
be called for, of ſuch a Nature as ought to be kept extreme- 
iy ſecret, his Majeſty may tell us ſo, and we may then ap- 
point a ſecret Committee for inſpecting them, and report- 
ing ſuch Parts of them as may be ſafely communicated. 
This may perhaps be the Caſe, with regard to ſame of the 
Papers we have already reſolved to addreis for: There is as 
great a Probability, that this may be the Caſe with regard 
lo ſome of them, as there is of its being the Caſe with ” 
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to ſome of the Papers now propbſed to be addreffe for : 
— fore gt of Pagers eee 
a Si apers are abſolu ſſary for out 
—— in a Caſe that is to come before us, a Caſe in 
which both the Honour and Intereſt, I may ſay; the very 
ex this Nation, make it neceſſary for us to be fully in- 

In all Parliamentary uiries, the Sovereign of theſe 
Kingdoms can never be led by Motives founded upon the Ho- 
nour of his Crown, or the Intereſt of his Kingdoms, to te- 
fuſe his Parliament any Thing they think neceſſary for their 
Information, with reſpect to the Affair have reſolved to 
enquire into: He may be led ſo to do, by the Advice of 
bad Miniſters, who never give him ſuch Advice, but for the 
Sake of ſcreening themſelves from that national V 


5 


too much Wiſdom and Goodneſi to follow any ſuch pernici- 
ous Advice: He knows, that the following ſuch Advice, has 
ſometimes proved fatal even to the Crown itſelf; and has 
never as yet, thank God! long preſerved the guilty Crimi- 
nal. His Majeſty's Goodneſs will in all Caſes induce him to 
give the utmoſt Satisfaction to his People, and from his Wiſ- 
dom we muſt preſume he knows, that in giving SatisfaRtion 
to his People, conſiſts the Security of his Crown and the 
Happineſs of his Kingdoms. | 
Therefore, Sir, what his Majeſty may, or may not 
comply with, is a Queſtion that cannot enter into the 
Debate. The only Queſtion that can enter into the preſent 
Debate is, what Papers may, or may not be neceſſary for our 
Information, with regard to the Affair that is ſoon to come 
before us; for whatever Papers we may think neceſſary for 
that Purpoſe, his Majeſty will, upon our Requeſt, fignified 
to him in the uſual Manner, cerainly order to be laid before 


us. 

For this Reaſon, Sir, the only Queſtion now under our 
Conſideration is, Whether the Papers now propoſed to be ad- 
drefled for, are ſuch as are neceſſary for giving us ſuch a 
Light into the preſent Circumſtances of our Affairs, with 
regard to Spain, as may enable us to form a right Judgment 
of the Convention that is, I hope, ſoon to be laid before us ? 
And with reſpect to this Queſtion, Sir, the honourable Gen- 
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tleman who made the Motion, has fully ſhewn, That the li 
Papers now propoſed to be addreſſed for, are not only necel- triv 
ſarv, but more neceſſary upon the preſent Occaſion, than the — 
Papers we have already reſolved to addreſs for. Nay, it i If & 
a Queſtion that ſeems not to be diſputed, even by thoſe who Bl pr 
have ſpoke againſt the Reſolutions now propoſed ; for they at a 


have grounded the whole of their Reaſoning upon a 1 
tion, 


(CM 


: bon, that ſome of the Papers now propoſed to be addrefſed e Ws 
al- for, ma be ſuch as ought not to be made publick ; and as . 
T have f that 'this can be no Argument againſt our ad-. 
in dreſſing for them, I am perſuaded every Gentleman who has 
77 Wl : ceal Deſign that we ſhould examine hly into 
n- Nature of the Convention, that is be laid before us, or that 
hand ge gel Bop. ner of it, will be as 
ble BY ready to give his Aſſent to the Reſolution now propoſed, as 
„vas to give his Aſſent to thoſe we have already agreed to. 
* * As is nothing, Sir, in the Reſolution pro- 
e poſed, _ NE e may comply with, as there is 
(to Bi cothing but what he will certainly comply with ; therefore, 


from our Court can 


"to the Reſolution, no foreign 


believe, what the honourable Gentleman ſays has been told 
them by ſome Libels lately publiſhed in this Kingdom. For 
my Part, I know of no ſuch Libels : I do not know that it 
has been aſſerted in any Libel lately publiſhed, that the Peo- 
pe of this Kingdom are generally diſaffected to his Majeſty 
and his Family, I am perſuaded no ſuch arrogant Lye has 
been aſſerted in any Libel lately publiſhed, unleſs it be 
in ſome of thoſe lately publiſhed in Favour of keeping up 
tmerous Armies in Time of Peace. But ſi ſuch a 
Lye to have been publiſhed in ſome ſuch a Libel, I do not 
believe that foreign Courts are ſuch minute Politicians as to 
build any Hopes or give any Credit to what is aſſerted 
in ſuch villainous Libels. They build upon 2 better Foun- 
ation, becauſs they generally ſend ſuch Miniſters here, as 
can give them a true Information of the Diſpoſition of the 
people; and from them know, that the People are 

ally well affected towards his Majeſty and his Family, how 
much they may be diſſatified witli-fome of his Majeſty's 

iniſters, 

This, thank God ! Sir, is as yet the Diſpoſition of our 
People. But if ſhould long continue under the Inſults 
they have met with ; if they ould be long amuſed with 
tedious and fruitleſs Negociations, or ſham Treaties ; if 
ſhould find the Parliament ſapporting and applauding f 
Meaſures, God knows where they may fly for Relief. They 
may then, indeed, become ly diſaffected, as well as 
Uffatisfied ; and this perhaps is what ſome foreign Courts are 
driving at; but it is to be they will, by the Wiſdom 
and Integrity of this Houſe, be diſappointed in their Aim. 
lf they are not, the moſt perſe& Harmony between King and 
Parliament, would add bat little Weight to our Negociations 
it any foreign Court; for it is upon the Aſfections he 
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muſt always depend. 
From hence we may ſoe, Sir, that we may happen to 
be in ſugh-Circumſtances, that a Harmony ſbetu en Rigg and 
Parliament would be a Misfortune, inſtead of being Blef-. 
ſing to, the, Nation; for, if out People ſhould ever become 
generally; diſſatisfied with an Adminiſtration, the happieſt, 
Thing that could befal this Nation, would be the Parliament's 
cſpouſing the Cauſe of the People, not againſt the King, but 
for. the King, and againſt his Miniſters; for the Cauſe of the 
King and People maſt always be the! ſame ;* but that Cauſe 
and the Cauſe of a Miniſter ' may often be different, may 
ſometimes be in direct Oppoſition Therefore, if this Nation 
ſhould ever happen to be ſo unfortunate as to be under an 
Adminiſtration generally diſliked by the People, the viſeſt 
Thing the Parliament could do, would be: to adviſe, ot gen 
render it neceſſary for the King, to make a thorough Change, 
as to the Perſons employed in the Adminiſtration. Such a: 
Breach as this would be, upon ſuch an Occaſion, the only 
Means that could effectually reſtore; the Influence and tie 
Character of the Nation, at all foreign Courts; becauſe they 
would then expect to ſee, in this; Nation, a new Set of 
Miniſters, and new Meaſures. They would expect to. ſee 
a Miniſtry choſen, and Meaſures concerted, by [the Advice 
of a free and independent Parliament, and with the Appro+ 
bation of a brave and a free People; and from ſuch a Mini. 
ſtry, and ſuch Meaſures, this Nation has always reaped gteat 
Honour, and great Advantage. 
* [ ſhall conlude, Sir, with ſuppoſing the worſt! thatitan 
be ſuppoſed from our agreeing to this Reſolution ; Suppoſe 
that his Majeſly ſhould be induced by bad Counſel to-tefuſe 
ſo reaſonable a Requeſt in his Parliament. This indeed; is 
hardly to be ſuppoſed ; but if it ſhould; unfortunately, happen 
to be the Caſe, it would be a full Proof that there at forme 
bad Counſellors about his Majeſty, and this Diſcovery would 
be a great Advantage to the Nation; for it would then be- 
come one ones and our Duty to find out thoſe bad Coun- 
ſellors, and to remove them from his Majeſty's: Counſels. 
Could the removing of bad Counſellors from about the Per- 
ſon of our King, any Way derogate from the Weight or In- 
flaenee of his Negociations at foreign Courts ?; No, Sir, it 
would give great Satisfaction to his whole People, aud nem 
Vigour to all his Counſels, and conſequently would greatly 
add to the Weight of his Negociations at every Court in Eu- 
rope. So that in the worſt Light in which we can put the 
Queſtion now before us, we muſt allow, that our agreeing 0 
it is not only, neceſſary, but that it will be attehded With 
great Advantages to his Majeſty in particular, and — 2 
| a 
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Nation in general; and as this plain! appear to be the Caſe, Ae 7% Geo. 
| theralaay hops is mill be agrend 99. Ul 2 
Upon a Diviſion, the Queſtion paſſed in the Negative, Divifen ; Ayes 120, 
Ayes 1 20, Noes 200. n | * e 

Bb. ich. The Houſe received the Convention with the 71. Cesc 

fveral Ratifications thereof Ind before the 

F+b. ioth. The Houſe agreed to the Report of Yeſter- The Reports for 
Seamen for 


lay's Reſolution on the Supply: Viz. Reſolved that 12, 00 bt 


* 
co 


| Seamen be appointed for the Service of the Year 1739. the Year 1739, 
_ Feb. 13th. Ordered an Addreſs to his Maje oh before gin ee for 
TY them Copies of ſeveral Memorials, &c, fince the Treaty of 1 
lay &ville, touching the Rights of Great-Britain or any c- beville, ordered, 
* ton of Treaties which have not been laid before them. 

5 Feb. 14. The Houſe having reſolved itſelf into a Com- — 
elt nittee of Supply, Sir William Yonge ſtood up, and ſpoce 

| ir, 
As it is the Buſineſs of this Committee, not only to pro- 3 winam Yonge 
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that is to be kept up for the Service of the enſuing Year, I pounted for tht” 
tink it my Dey to propoſe to you the Number, which I 
hink neceſſary for that Purpoſe. It is at preſent, Sir, ſo 
rrident, that we are in a precarious Situation with regard*to 
cur Affairs abroad, and that there is ſtill, to our 3 
ubſiſting amongſt us, a reſtleſs and diſaffected Faction at Home, 
hat I ſhould not think it neceſſary to ſay any Thing in Favour 
of the Motion I am to make, if great Pains had not of late 
been taken to perſuade People, that there is no Difference 
tetween a numerous ſtanding Army kept up within the King- 
om in Time of Peace, without Conſent of Parliament, 
which can never be kept in ſuch a Manner, but with a 
View to deſtroy our Liberties, and a proper Number of re- 
wular Forces kept up, from Year to Year, by Authority of 
farliament, for no other Purpoſe but to preſerve the Tran- 
qulity of the Nation, protect us againſt our foreign or do- 
neſtick Enemies, and affiſt the civil Magiſtrate in the due 
Execution of the Laws of the Kingdom. 

As to the preſent Circumſtances of our Affairs abroad, 
dr, particularly with regard to Spain, it may be properly 
laid, we are as yet in a State of War. The Number of 
land Forces we have kept up, and the powerful Squadrons 
ve have from time to time fitted out, have, tis true, pre- 
rented that Nation from coming to an open Rupture with us; 
and have, at laſt, compelled them to agree to a reaſonable 
Convention for ſettling all Differences between the two Na- 
tons in an amicable Manner ; but that Convention can be ſaid 
bo be no more, than a Preliminary towards a future defini. 
ive Treaty of Peace: The principal Differences between 

Vor. V. | D d d the 
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i the hos es remain, as ye, Uh AR Ni hh 
Treaty; and if we keep ourſelves in a _ 


Poſture of De- 
fence, I do not doubt but that they will be adjuſted to our Satis- 
faction; but it was never yet heard, that either of the Parties 
engaged in War, began to disband their Armies, as ſoon as 
2 A rticles for a Treaty of Peace were agreed on. 
In ſach a Caſe, both Parties rather encreaſe than diminiſh 
their Forces, in order to convince the other, that they are ready 
to continue or to recommence War, if the Preliminaries ſhould 
not, in due Time be carried into Execution, by an equal and ſo- 


lid Treaty of Peace. Therefore, if we duly conſider the preſent 


Cicumftances of our Aſſairs abroad, we muſt reſolve to 
keep up the ſame Number of Land- Forces we had laſt Year. 

Then as to our Affairs at home, Sir, can any one fay 
that the Number of the Diſaffected and Seditious is leſs than 
it was laſt Year? Can any one ſay that they are more quiet, 
or leſs apt to take the firſt Opportunity for raiſing civil War, 
and Conimotions in their native Country ? Sir, the many 


- virulent, falſe, and ſeditious Libels, that are daily publiſhed 


againſt his Majeſty and his Government, are ſufficient Teſ- 
timonies, that the Diſaffected are neither leſs numerous, nor 
more inclined to remain quiet, and ſubmit to that Govern- 
ment, which protects them in the free Enjoyment of what 
they poſſeſs, than they were laſt Year. It is amazing to 
think, what an infinite Number of infamous Libels are daily, 
weekly, monthly, and occafionally, printed and diſperſed 
through the whole Kingdom, highly reflecting upon his Ma- 
jeſty, and upon every Man he is pleaſed to employ in con- 
ducting the publick Affairs of the Nation. When we reflect 
upon it, we cannot but admire the Lenity of his Majeſty's 
Government, and the Patience and Good-nature of almoſt 
every Man that has any Influence upon his Counſels. With 
regard to Printing and Publiſhing, no Man can ſay, that the 
Diſaffected and the Seditious amongſt us, have of late Years 
kept themſelves within the Bounds of Decency ; but if. it 
were not for the Number of Land-Forces we keep up, we 
could not expect that they would keep themſelves within the 
Bounds of Law. They would openly, and in Defiance of 
the civil Magiſtrate, tranſgreſs, in the moſt flagrant Manner, 
the known Laws of the Kingdom ; becauſe it would be im- 
poſlible for any civil * to put the Laws in Execution 
againſt them: The Conſequence of which would certainly be 
Anarchy and Confuſion; and this would as certainly end in 2 
Diſſolution of our Conſtitution, and an Eſtabliſhment of ar- 
bitrary Power. Of this we have a recent Example but in 
the laſt Century, which ought to be a Warning to us, not to 
leave our Government deftitute of thoſe Means, which are 


neceſſary for ſupporting it againſt the Diſaffected and ny 
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Authority of 
t, as | or keeping that Faction, i 
not within the Rules of Decency, at leaſt within the Bounds 
of Law: As that Faction cannot be faid to be now lefs nume 
rous, or leſs turbulent, than they were laſt Year, we muſt 
keep up the ſame Number of Land- Forces for the 

ear enſuing, 5 

* To this, I muſt add, Sir, that as a Reduction of our 
Army would increaſe the Hopes of the Diſaffected and Seditious, 
and conſequently make them more apt to raiſe publick Diſ- 
turbances, or to join with any foreign — for that Purpoſe, 
it would of Courſe 7 from the Authority, and dimi 
niſh the Weight of our Negociations at foreign Courts, and 
would make ſuch of them, as had any Diſputes with us, 
more haughty in their Behaviour towards us, and more 
obſtinate in their Demands; for we could expect no 
Regard or Eſteem from our foreign Enemies, if our Govern- 
ment were in ſo weak a Condition, as not to be able to keep 
its domeſtick in Awe, They would inſiſt upon high De- 
mands, and would make no Compliances, . they 
would expect that our Government would grant them an 
Thing, rather than come to an open Rupture; and becauſe 
they would ſuppoſe that, if contrary to their Expectations, 
we ſhould come to an open Rupture, they would be able ta 
prevent us from doing them any Miſchief, by giving our Go- 
yernment enough to do to defend itſelf againſt the diſaffected 
Party at home,encou by the Weakneſs ofour Government 
to rebel, and ſupported by the Supplies, which our foreign 
Enemies might ſend from Time to Time to their Aſſiſtance. 

From hence, Sir, we may ſee the Diſadvantage we ſhould 
be under by not keeping up a ſufficient Body of regular 
Troops, with regard to our Enemies, or ſuch foreign States 
as we may have any Diſputes with ; and with regard to Allies, 
we could not — to have any; for as all Alliances are eſ- 
tabliſhed upon the mutual Advantage or Security of the two 
contracting Parties, and can be no longer preſerved, than 
while that Advantage or Security continues mutual, what 
Advantage or Security could any State in Europe expect 
from this Nation, if our Government, ſo far from having 
any regular Troops, to ſend to their Affiſtance, had not a 
ſufficient Number to protect itſelf againſt domeſtick Enemies ? 
In ſuch a Caſe, tis certain, no foreign Nation could expect 
any Advantage or Security from an Alliance with this Nation, 
and conſequently would neither ſtipulate to give us any Aſſiſ- 
tance, nor perform any * they have already made 


2 for 
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u. for that Purpoſe ; which would be an additional REnebur 
ment thoſe that are now our Enemies, or that RR 
| TIT: for to inſult us in every Part of the 
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© Thus, I think, Sir, it is plain, that we muſt neceſſati- 
ly keep up a ſufficient Number of Land- Forces, at leaft for 
this enſuing Year; and as our Circumſtances are now, in 
every Reſpect, the ſame they were laſt Year, no leſs a Num- 
ber can be ſuppoſed to be ſufficient for the enſuing Year, than 
what was deemed by the Parliament laſt Seſſion, neceſſary 
for the Service of the Year now near expired. 'Tho' we 
have made a Step, and I hope it will be a ſucceſsful one, to- 
wards eſtabliſhing a ſolid and laſting Peace; yet it muſt be 
acknowledged, that our Affairs abroad are as yet in a very 
uncertain Situation; and as to our Affairs at home, we ſind 
the Libels publiſhed againſt the Government as numerous 
and as virulent, and Mobs and Riots among the People as 
frequent, as they were about the Beginning of laſt Seſſion of 
Parliament, or. indeed, as ever they were in this or any 
other Nation, where there was a certain Form of Govern- 
ment regularly eſtabliſhed. | | 

But, Sir, whatever Number of Land- Forces you may 
think ſufficient for the enſuing Year, 2s — as they are kept 
up by Authority of Parliament, and from Vear to Vear only, 
they muſt be widely different from a ſtanding Army, kept up 
without any ſuch Authority. For as the keeping up of a 
ſtanding non in Time of Peace, but for one Day, without 
the Conſent of Parliament, is of itſelf an Invaſion upon our 
Conſtitution ; ſuch an Army can be kept up for no other 
Purpoſe but to deftroy our Conſtitution, in order to ſecure 
thoſe who have, by ſo doing, made an Invaſion upon it, 
againſt that Puniſhment which is due to them for tranſgreſſing 
the moſt fundamental Laws of their Country. Whereas a 
ſufficient Number of regular Troops, kept up by Authori- 
ty of Parliament, and from Year to Year only, can be kept 
up for no other End, but to preſerve our Conſtitution; be- 
cauſe the Parliament will never conſent to the keeping up of 
a greater Number than is ſufficient for that Purpols z nor 
will they conſent to the keeping up of any Number longer, 
than it appears abſolutely neceſſary for preſerving the Conſti- 
tution, and defending us againſt oyr foreign and domeſtick 
Enemies. | | 

For theſe Reaſons, Sir, I muſt think the leaſt Number 
we can propoſe to keep up for the enſuing Year, for Guards 
and Garriſons in Great Britain, and for Guernſey and — 
ſey, muſt be, including 1815 Invalids, and 555 Men, (whi 
the ſix independent 9 — conſiſt of for the Service of 
the Highlands) 17704 Men, Commiſſion and Non-Com- 
miſſion Officers included. Mr. 
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„I muſt fay, I am not a little ſurpriſed at the Motion 1 W 


have now heard made to you. When the preliminary Con- 
vention between this Nation and Spain was laid before us, 
I peruſed it with great Attention, in order to ſee what Ad- 
vantages we had got by it; and when I cbuld find no one 
Advantage we had got, with regard to the Diſputes between 
the two Nations, I concluded that our Miniſters had 
ſome private Aſſurances from Spain, that all would be ſer 
right — a — vo by a > regia, ++ Peace, and 
that had in the mean Time a to this preliminary 
Treaty and a Suſpenſion of Arms, with a View Ws five our- 
ſelves ſome Expence by a Reduction of our Land Forces. 
Spain has, it ts true, Sir, for many Years, been in a 
State of War againſt this Nation, tho' we have never once 
committed any real Hoſtility againſt them. But after the 


moving Application that was made laſt Year to Parliament, 


after the ſtrong Reſolutions both Houſes then came to, and 
after the expenſive Preparations we made laſt Summer, I 
did imagine, that we were at laſt to begin Hoſtilities in our 
Turn; and when I heard that a Treaty was on foot, I con- 
cluded that Spain had been ſp wiſe as to apply to us for a 
Suſpenſion of Hoſtilities, and for that Purpoſe, had propoſ- 
ed to make ſuch Conceſſions, by preliminary Articles, as 
might ſerve for the Baſis of a ſolid and honourable Treaty of 
Peace. | 
In Treaty-making, Sir, it is uſual to leave ſuch Articles 
as require a long Diſcuſſion, to be ſettled afterwards by 
Commiſſaries; but Preliminaries to a Treaty, between two 
contending Nations, are never concluded, at leaſt they are 
ſeldom formally and ſolemnly agreed on, except when one 
of the Parties 1s afraid of ſuffering by an open Rupture, or 
by a Continuance of the War, When this is the Caſe, the 
Party in Danger applies for having a Suſpenſion of Arms 
upon certain — and generally offers to give ſome 
Pledge, as a Security for the Performance of ſuch Preli- 
minaries as ſhall be a on. Moſt of us remember, that 
the Treaty of Utrecht was preceded by Preliminaries, and a 
Suſpenſion of Arms between France and us ; but then, as we 
were in no Danger by a Continuance of the War, we would 
agree to neither, till France put Dunkirk into our Hands, 
as a Pledge for her Performance of the Preliminaries. This, 
I ſay, was the Method of Treaty-making at the Time of the 
Treaty of Utrecht, and, I believe, for all Ages before that 
Time; but what has been our Method fince that Time, I 
cannot take upon me to ſay So far however I may ſay, 
that whatever has been our Method of Treaty-makipg o_ 
| that 
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we have got nothing by it; for, if we have 
ſelves in a Sort of Peace, we have made no Adv; 
that Peace: Our Taxes are more numerous, and our publick 
Debt as great as it was at the End of the War; I be 
lieve, our Trade is not near in ſuch a flouriſhing Condition ag 
it was during the War. * 8 

« Therefore, Sir, I cannot ſa err 
our having obſerved the uſual Method of Treaty-making z 
but for fake of my Country, I hoped we bad; and as 
I could not ſuppoſe that we were in Danger of being Suffer. 
ers by an open Rupture with IR concluded, that 


agreed to make ſome general Conceſſions with regard to 
Diſputes between us, and to put ſome Pl into our 
Hands, as a Demonſtration of their Sincerity, which, I 
ſure, we have had great Cauſe to doubt of, for almoſt theſe 
20 Years paſt. | | 

But when I ſaw this Convention, how greatly was Itif- 
appointed ! Inſtead of their making Conceſſions to us, we 
have made, I think, moſt dangerous, I ſhall not ſay diſho- 
nourable, Conceſſions to them, and have got nothing in Re- 
turn, no not ſo much as a [Suſpenſion of their uſual Hoſti- 
lities. Inſtead of their giving us a Pledge, we have given 
one to them, by agreeing that Things ſhall remain in Flo- 
rida and Carolina, in the Situation they are in at preſent, 
without increaſing the Fortifications there, or taking any 
new Poſts. In ſhort, Sir, by this Convention, Spain has not 
even agreed even to ſuſpend Hoſtilities, yet we have agreed 
not to provide for our Defence; from whence it ſhould ſeem 
as if we had ſued to Spain for a Suſpenſion of Arms, upon 
any Preliminaries they might think fit to preſcribe ; and yet 
TI cannot think the Nation had any Reaſon to be afraid of an 
open Rupture with Spain, whatever ſome Perſons among 
us may have; for, from our agreeing to ſuch Preliminaries, 
I muſt either think that there are ſome Perſons amongſt us 
that are moſt terribly afraid of it, and are therefore will 
to yield to any Thing, rather than come to an- open Rup- 
ture with that Nation; or J muſt think, as I have ſaid, that 


our Miniſters had ſome private Aſſurances of the Court of 


Spain's being inclined to do us Juſtice, in a ſhort Time, by 
a definitive Treaty, and that they accepted of theſe Pre- 
liminaries, with a View of ſaving ſomething to the Nation, 
by a Reduction of our Land Forces for this enſuing Year. 

Now, Sir, as I always judge charitably, I ſuppoſed that 
this laſt was the Caſe ; and therefore when the honourable 
Gentleman, who made this Motion, ſtood up, I expected 
an elegant Panegyrick upon the Wiſdom of our late — 
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Care that was taken to embrace every 
ing Expence to the Nation; for no Man 


Opportunity of 9 
than and I expected that he would have 


is more Capable 


er 
3 


concluded with 2 for no more than 12,000 Men for 


the enſai Year, as an Earneſt of the Benefits we are to 


begin to argue for 

the ſame Number of Land Forces that were voted laſt Year, 
at a Time when every Man, at leaſt every Man that was 
not in the Secret, imagined we were upon the Brink of a fu- 
80 . — * Dependence u this T 

If we have no reaty, Sir, 
why was it made? For tis im bo ſince the Time it 
was ratified, we could have had Cauſe to alter our Senti- 
ments. If we have a Dependance upon it, why not make 
the proper Advantage of it, by leſſening the publick Ex- 
pence ? Every ohe knows that our Land Forces have no In- 
luence upon the Counſels of Spain: It is our Naval Force 
they are afraid of : That we have already reduced ; and 
therefore if it be ſaid that Spain muſt be frightened into 
a Performance, as well as they were into the Treaty, we 
have begun at the wrong End. But I cannot have ſuch an 
Opinion of ſo wiſe an Adminiſtration : From the Reduction 
of our Naval Force I muſt conclude, that they are aſſured of 
Spain's being inclined to do us Juſtice by the definitive, tho 
they have done us none by the preliminary Treaty; and 
therefore the Circumſtances of our Affairs abroad, can be no 
Argument for our, keeping up the ſame Number of Land 
Forces we had laſt Year; nor can it be ſaid, our foreign 
Affairs are in the ſame Situation they were the Beginning of 
laſt Seſſion of Parliament. We had then no preliminary 
Treaty, nor any Aſſurances of a ſatisfactory definitive Trea- 
ty: Now we have both, or otherwiſe the honourable Gen- 
tleman's Friends have tranſgreſſed the Rule he himſelf has 
laid down ; for they have already begun to diſband their Ar- 
mies, and "thoſe Armies too which are the only effectual Ar- 
mies againſt Spain, I mean our Squadrons of Men of War. 
Let us then follow their Example: The honourable Gentle- 
man will, I hope, admit we cannot follow a better : Let us 
27 to reduce our Land Forces. — 4 
But ſuppoſe, — in a precarious Situ- 
ation wh hed A Hie, abr abroad, can it be thought, that 
our rnb at Darn Courts depends upon the Number of 
Land Forces we keep in continual Pay ? No, Sir, our In- 
luence depends upon * Riches and Number of our — 
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ſands that would make as good 

of Battle, if their Country ys 
not at preſent Maſters of all the Punctilios proper only for a 
Review. We have a Navy, which'no Nation in the World 
can equal, far leſs overcome, by which we may carry the 
Dread of this Nation into every Country that is viſited by 
the Ocean: And we have Money, notwithſtanding the bad 
nſe we have made of a long Peace, to hire as many foreign 
Troops as we can have Occaſion for, and to ſupport them as 
long as we can have any Service for them. Therefore, 
while we are unanimous amongſt ourſelyes, while our Go- 
vernment poſſeſſes the Hearts and Affections of the People 
in general, which every virtuous and wiſe Government muſt 
neceſſarily do, this Nation muſt always have great Influence 
upon the Counſels of every Court in Europe, nay of every 
Court in the World, where it is neceſſary for us to extend 
our Influence. | 

From hence we may ſee, Sir, that in this Nation, we 
can never have Occaſion for keeping up a great Number, or 
any Number, of regular Troops, in order to give Weight 
to our Negotiations ; and, if any Power in Europe ſhould 
refuſe to obſerve or perform the Treaties they have made 
with us, we ought not to ſeek for Redreſs by 2 — 
We may make a Demand, but it is beneath the 0 
a powerful People to ſue for Juſtice. Upon the firſt R 
or affected Delay, we ought to compel them, not by keep- 
ing an Army at home, which would be ridiculous, but by 
ſending an irreſiſtible — with - — on 8 — 4 
vage their Coaſts; ot tting ſome of their Nei 
— our Aſſiſtance, to = — both which will al- 
ways be in the Power of every Government of this Country, 
that preſerves their Influence abroad, by preſerving the Af- 
ſections of the People at home; and that without keepi 
any Number of regular Troops always in Pay ; for whi 
the Spirit of Liberty, which is the nurſing Mother of Cou- 
rage, 1s preſerved among our People, we ſhall never want a 
great Number of brave Men of all Degrees amongſt us, that 
will be ready to venture their Lives in the Cauſe of, their 
Country; and ſuch Men may, in a few Weeks, be ſuffici- 
ently diſciplined for Action, tho' they might not, perhaps, 
obſerve all the Punctilios ſo exactly as a Parcel of idle mer- 
cenary Fellows, who have had nothing perhaps to do for ſeven 
Years together, but to dance thro' their Exerciſes. 

* The keeping up of a ſtanding Army in this Nation, can 
never therefore be neceſſary, either for preſerving our Influ- 
ence amongſt our Neighbours, or for puniſhing ſuch of them 
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N of our Navy, prevent their being able to 
— If any of our foreign Perce Jhould pre- 
pare a as with a age Fleet and a- numerous Army. 
we wodld * on have to 8 for their Reception, 
but we mi 2 up in their Ports, by Means of our 


[or el give. them enough to do at home, by 
ing pon of ie Neighbours upon the Contipent 1 to 


Thus it appears, Sir, that no Goyernment in this and 
ran ever. have on for keepi up a ſanding Army 
— bf 5 15 unleſs it be to f. FF the Liberties o he 
2 Man in the Kingdom, =o by Judg- | 
—. ＋ Tg by his Hopes or his Fears, muſt be ſen- 
fible 14 therefore every Government that does keep ech up 


pa ſag Atmy in Time of Peace, whether with or wi 
oſetit of Parliament, muſt forfeit the Affections of 
de People Then, indeed, a ſtanding Army becomes neceſ- 
ary for the Ex 7 of that Government, not againſt Foreign - 
ers, but; their native Country; but no Army, evon 
the greateft 8 hey can keep up, will give them CANT at 
foreign, Coutts, or an Authority among their own Peg 
. Nw Will be deſpiſed, at home they may be dr 
but they will be hated hated ; and, in that Caſe, a ſmall Handful 
of foreign Troops, thrown into any Corner of the Iſland, 
might be of the moſt x ; Conſequence to the Govern- 
ment, becauſe they wo be nga by the whole People, 
and ps, by a great Part of the Army. 
9 2 Sir, that there is {till a great diſſaffected 
Part amongſt us, is, I am ſure, no Compliment to his Ma- 
jeſty, or to his illuſtrious Family; and therefore I wonder 
to hear any Gentleman, that has the Honour to ſerye the 
Crown, infiſ upon it. There are, tis true, many diſcontent- 
ed, but few or none diſaffected; and the Diſcontents 
that are * general amongſt us, proceed from our having 
ſo lon up a numerous ſtanding Army, and from ſeme 
other — 5 I could mention. Change but your Meaſures, 
reduce your Army, put a Confidence in the People, and the 
Diſcontents will ſoon vaniſh, your People will put a Confidence 
in you, and will be a better Safe-guard for the Government, 
Vor. V. E e e than 
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ou are capable to give. If any of our Allies 


Troops for their Service as they 
could not hire ſuch Troops, we could ſoon raiſe a of 


Troops within our our own Dominion, they, we we had not a 
regular ſtandin Kr in the Kingdom 3, and we could | 
rb them 


[than a0 Army 
12 
becenſs the former will 


the ob . yopac down upon o Rem, 


upon that Aſſiſtance, hich 


forces for their Aſſiſtance, we can hire as many Te 
may ſtand in Need of If we 


y our Fleet, wherever our Allies might ſtand 
moſt in Need of them. By our Alliances, I Know, we ſome- 


times engage to ſend a Body of Troops to the Aſhſtance of 


our Allies; but I do not remember, we ever engaged, that 


thoſe Troops ſhould be all Subjects of Great. Britain, or that 
they ſhould be ſuch as we had kept in Pay for ſeveral Years 


preceding. . Therefore we may perform our Engagements to 
our Allies, and may afford them a proper Support a, A- 
ſiſtance, without keeping a ſtanding Army always in Pay. 
3 mall grant, Sir, that the keeping up gf a numerous 
ſtanding Army in Time of Peace, by Authority of Parlia- 
ment, 15 not contrary to Law ; but I will aver, that ij con- 
trary to, and inconſiſtent with our Conſtitution. Lowe 
future venal Parliament ſhould paſs.a Law for enabljr 
— to impoſe Taxes, and raiſe Money by Pocken, 
oney fo raiſed would not be contray to Law, but ſurely 
it i. woa be contrary to our Conſtitution. To tell us that 2 
Parliament will never conſent to the keeping up of a 
Number of Land-forces, than is fufficient for prelerying the 
Conſtitution, or that they will never conſent to ) keep vp any 
Number, longer than it appears neceſſary for defending us 
inſt foreign or domeſtick Enemies, is to tell us what no 
Man can anſwer for. Suppoſe there ſhould be a Majority in 
each Houſe of Parliament, conſiſting of Officers of- the 
Army, and other Inſtruments of an A mga), Gan we 
ſuppoſe that ſuch a Parliament would have . egard to 
the Preſervation of the Conſtitution, if it ſhould appear to 
be inconſiſtent with the Preſervation of the Miniſter upon 
whom they depended ? And ſuppoſe we had the Misfortune 
to have, at that Time, a Prime Miniſter, contemned abroad, 
and hated by every Man at home, except thoſe who were 
his immediate Tools; can we ſuppoſe that ſuch a Parliament 
would not give their Conſent to keep up a ſtanding Arm ln. 
for preſerving the Conſtitution, but for preſerving, the 
ſter, by deſtroying the Conſtitution ? 
© Sir, a numerous ſtanding Army, kept up by Authority 
of Parliament, is more dangerous to our Liberties, than * 
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4 7 kept up without any. ſuch Authority ; becauſe in ans fs Gee. 11, 
% latter Caſe, the People would' immediately ſee their Li- 
he berties were ſtruck at, and would therefore take the Alarm? 
but in the former, they would probably, by the Interpoſition 
of Parliament, be lulled aſleep, till their Fetters were rivet- 
= ed. This T have long endeavoured to prevent : This while 
8a T live, I'ſhall always endeayour to prevent ; and therefore [ 
"cl > now, for reducing the Army to 12000 Men; for even 
„ant Number I think greater than, is altogether conſiſtent 


oy. with the Safety of our Conſtitution, The very Reſolution 
ar this Houſe comes to yearly, with reſpect to the Number of 
our Land- forces, ſhews that it is. By the Words of that 
Reſolution, we ought to have no marching Regiments quar- 
ter'd up and down the Country, to the Oppre ſſion of our Inn- 
holders, Victuallers, and other publick Houſes, and to the 
debauching of the Morals of all Ranks of People. We 
ought to have none but Guards and Garriſons. Our Guards 
ought never to conſiſt of above 4000 Men; and I ſhould be 
glad to know where the Garriſons are in Great-Britain, or 
erg.” or jerkey, that require no leſs a Number than 
8000.. 'Therefbre we ought to alter the Words of our Reſo- 
lution, or we ought to reduce our Army even below 12000. 
However, as other Gentlemen ſeem willing to allow 12000 
for the Service of this enſuing Year, I ſhall not be againſt 
that Number.” | 
Mr. Littleton, 
— 


Houſe. —— Sure this Queſtion is of Importance enough to 
leſerve a Debate. How great an evil ſoever a ſtanding 
Army 1 be, this Way of treating ſuch a Queſtion 1s worſe ; 
it is the higheſt Contempt of the Conſtitution imaginable. 
— Sir, if we go on thus, will People be filent out of 
Doors too? I wiſh they may; for if they talk of our Pro- 
ceedings, they will talk in a Language that won't be much 
tor the Honour of the Houſe. 

Sir, as a good deal has been ſaid about the Abuſe of the 
Preſs, by one of the very few Gentlemen who have deigned 
to ſpeak in this Debate, I beg to be indulged in a few 
Words upon that Article. .. A free Examination of all 
Meaſures of Government, and of the Characters of Mini- 
lers, ſo far as their Characters are inſeparable from their Mea- 
ſures, is the Life of a free State. It is what no good Mini- 
ter will ever call an Abuſe of the Preſs : It is what no good 
Miniſter would deſire to reſtrain. - But attacking the pri- 
Tate Character of a Miniſter, his private Deſects or 
Frailties, in which the Publick is not concerned, this 
Indeed is libellous, and this cannot be juſtified ; Nor can 
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ts the candidSenſe of Mankind; or in very flagrant 


„Contempt, by Dilregard of it, by a fair and ſafe ſal 
by. the due Courſe of Juſtice and Law: Not by Strains of 
Autharity,. not by Star-Chamber Work, not by the extra- 
ordinary Exerciſe of diſcretionary Powers, from which 
Guilty and the Innnocent may ſuffer alike : This ſhould be 
carefully avoided in a Country of Freedom, not for the 
Sake of theſe Writers, but for the Sake of the Conſtitution, 
for the Sake of Liberty, and that the Law of che Land 
may. be the Rule and Meaſure of all Men's Security, But 
for God's Sake, Sir, how comes the Abuſe. of the Prefs to 
be a Point inſiſted on in the Debate of To-day ? What haz 
that to do with eighteen thouſand, Men ? Are our Dragoons 
to be Licenſers of the Preſs ? I hope they are not, 
As to the uncertain Situation of Affairs abroad, (that I 
think, was the Term uſed by the honourable Gentleman 
over the Way) I will ſay but one Word, — Why have we 
called home our Fleets? To deprive ourſelves of the anly Means 
we have — our Enemies, hy recalling our Fleets u 
the Preſumption of a Peace and then to deprive ourſelves ofthe 
Fruits of a Peace, by keeping up our Army to the Number of 
laſt Year, is, I confeſs, a Policy which I don't comprehend. 
Is this Convention, which we have concluded, ſomething or 
nothing? Sir, I think. it worſe than nothing; but as 
are ſome Gentlemen who ſpeak very highly of it, if it de- 
ſerves the Encomiums, I ſhould be glad to know,, for what 
this Number is ask d Why, to ſupport the Peace, it ſeems. 
——- To ſupport it, Sir, againſt whom? Not againſt our- 
ſelves I, hope, not againſt the Nation, If the Peace be 
what it ought to be, we ſhall have no Enemies, and it will 
ſupport itſelf; if it. be bad and diſhonourable, to have it 
ſupported by an Army, is a fad Reſource indeed: It is ſuch 
a Support as Deſpair only could: want : It is ſuch a Support 
as I won't imagine poſſible. | 
But Gentlemen ſay, it will give Weight to aur Meaſures 
abroad. —— What Weight has it given? I appeal to Expe- 
rience. Is not the Period of our keeping up this Number of 
Men, the moſt inglorious Period of the Engliſh Hiſtory ?! 
Has not every Year been mark'd out by ſome new Indignity, 
ſome new Diſhonour, ſome new Proof of Contempt ? Have 
we been arm'd of late to any other Purpoſe, than to make 
our Tameneſs appear more ridiculous? For own Part, 


Sir, I muſ} ſay, that were I determined to ſuffer myſelf ” 
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be robb'd, without. any, Reſidance, I ſhould think it was g. u. 
judging very ill, to travel with Arms. neee 9 


8 
by the . Bonourable Gentleman who ſp 
now, nor hy another Gentleman in my Eye, who. enl; 3 | 
much upon them, . ight, in a Queſtion, whether 
18, n or 12, ſhould be the Number kept up. For, 
ſurely, 12 thouſand Men are Force enough to quell. theſe 
Rioters. But from. what all thoſe Gentlemen have faid, I 
draw a, fuxther Concluſion, that for, Diſorders of this Kind, 
an Army is not, cannot be the proper Remedy, fince the 
Evil encreaſes under it, as Experience proves. — The proper 
Remedy is giving Authority to the Law ; and this can only 
be done by 9 of Government. An Army may 
give Strength to a bad. Adminiſtration, but a good Admin;- 
ſtration only r Laws, and to that we muſt 
have Recourſe, or Diſorders will continue, tho' we ſhould 
augment our Troops to 30,0 Men. Confirm his Majeſty in 
the Affections of his Subjects, and he will want no Security in 
his own Dominions.—Sir, I have ſeen a Proof of this. I have 
lately had the SatisfaCtion to ſee all Sort of Reſpect from allSorts 
of People, paid to two of the royal Family, when they had no 
Guards. They could not have been ſafer, they could not 
have been reſpected ſa much, if they had been attended, in 
the Janes they made, with all the houſhold Troops of the 
King of Sir, I faw the People clinging to the 
Wheels of their Coach, out of Affection to them, to the 
King, and to his Family. I ſay, I ſaw them clinging to the 
Wheels of their Coach. Had there been Guards about 
it, they muſt have kept further off. 

As I can ſee no Uſe that can be made of theſe 
Troops, and. as. I won't ſuppoſe that any bad one is intended, 
I muſt conclude they are kept up for Oſtentation alone. But 
is it for his Majeſty's Honour to put the Luſtre of his Crown, 
to put his. Dignity upon that, in which he may be riva ll'd by 
every petty Prince of any little State in Germany ? For, I 
believe, there; are few af them now, that can't produce at a 
Review, an Army equal to ours both in Number and Show. 
If the Greatneſs of a State is to be meaſured by the Number 
of its Troops, the Elector of Hanover is as great as the 
King of England. Bit a very different Eſtimation 
ought to be made of our Greatneſs : The Strength of Eng- 
land is its Wealth and its Trade: Take Care of them, you will 
be always formidable: Loſe them, you are nothing, you 
are the laſt of Mankind. Were there no other Reaſons for 
reducing the Army, it ſhould be done upon the Principle of 
OEconomy alone, It is a melancholy Thought to "_ 
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Sir, could it be ſaid, We are indeed, loaded with Debt, 
ö but for that Charge we have encreaſed our Reputation, our 


Commerce' flouriſhes, our Navigation is ſafe, our g 
reſpected, our Name honoured abroad; could this be faid, 


there is a Spirit in the People of England, would make them' 


chearfully bear the . heavieſt Burdens. —— On the other 


Side, could an oppoſite Language be held, could it be'faid, 


We have indeed, no Victories, no Glory to boaſt of, no 
Eclat, no Dignity ; we have ſubmitted to Injuries, we have 
borne Affronts, we have been forced to curb the Spirit of the 
Nation, but by acting thus, we have reſtored our Aﬀaits,” we 
have paid eur Debts, we have taken off our Taxes, we have 
put into the Power of the King and Parliament, to act here- 
after with more Vigour and Weight; could this be faid, this 
alſo might be ſatisfaftory, .— But to have failed in both 
theſe Points at the ſame Time, by a Conduct equally inglo- 
rious and expenſive, to have loft the Advantages both of 
War and Peace; to have brought Diſgrace and Shame upon 
the preſent Times, and national Beggary upon Ages to come, 
the Conſequence of which may be national Slavery; ſuch a 
Management, if ſuch a Management can be ſuppoſed, muſt 
call down national Vengeance upon the guilty Authors of it, 
whoſoever they be, =, the longer it has been ſuſpended, the 
more heavy it will falllL ” 5 
The Queſtion being put the Reſolution was agreed to. On 
Divifion, Ayes 253, 2 Diviſion, Ayes 253. Noes 183. Nur 
Rees B53 of ne After the Diviſion, the Committee came to the following Re- 
— of Sap ſolutions beſides : Reſolved, That fix hundred and forty- ſeven 
FORE thouſand five hundred and forty-nine Pounds eleven-Shillings 


and Three-pence Half-penny be granted for maintaining the 


above Number of Men: That two hundred twenty-eight 
thouſand and fixty-two Pounds be granted for the Garriſons 
of Minorca, Gibraltar, Georgia, &c. 'That twenty-ſeven 
thouſand one hundred and feventy-two thouſand Pounds be 
granted for Out- Penſioners of Chelſea Hoſpital : That five 
thouſand and forty-one Pounds be granted for defray ing ſeve- 
ral extraordinary Expences not provided for by Parliament. 
PA Ayer 1h eb. 15. The Report of Yeſterday's Reſolutions was 
Noes 73- received and agreed to. On a Diviſion, Ayes 1 29, Noes 73. 
| Received divers Letters relating to the Spaniſh 1 o 
tions. wo 
Reſolutions of the Leb. 20. Received the Report of Yeſterday's Reſolution in 
an Maus agrece a Committee of Ways and Means, and agreed to it, viz. 
15 Reſolved, That eleven thouſand nine hundred and forty- 
fire Pounds ſeventeen Shillings and nine Pence, remaining 


in the Exchequer, being the Over - plus of the Grant for 173 2 
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The Houſe was then callef e || 
Feb, zi. 9 een nenen, Yael 9 
&c. on the Aﬀairs of Spain. 1 595 | 
Fb, 22, Received the Re pf Yeſt day ; Reſolutions | 
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in a Committee on the Supply, 1 to Men VIZ, Redotutions of the 

Reſolved. That 222, 68 gunds two Shillings and fix — pi 
Pence, be granted for the rdnary Al or the Navy, 1 
Half Fay c Sea- Officers for 1719. That 80,088 Po 
fix Shillin and three Pence be granted for the of the 
Office of ache for Land Seryice for 1739 t tire | 
thouſand five hundred and three Pounds — Shilings and 
ſix Pence be granted for defraying the extraordinary Ex- 

of the Office of Ordnance for Land Service not pro- 
vided. for by Parliament. 

Feb. 23. There was preſented t to the Houſe a Petition of Ne M- 
divers Mer hand, Planters, and others trading to and inte- chants, 
1 in the -Brj 1th Plantations in America, in behalf of 
themſelyes "an many others, and read; ſhewing that 
the, Petitioners made their mo humble A to 
this Houſe. the laſt Seſſion of irliament, ſetting forth 
the continued eration committed by the eds 
on the high Seas of America upon the ' Britiſh Shipping 
and Prop , their barbarous and inhuman Treatment 
of the Britiſh Sailors on the taking of their Ships, and their 
carryin ther afterwards into Slavery in Old Spain, (the 
Spaniards making it their Sprint Practice to attack and board 
all Britiſh Merchant Shi met with in the American 
Seas, under Pretence o erden for Goods, which they 
deemed contraband, accord ing to their arbitrary Will and 
Pleaſure contrary to the Law of Nations, and in manifeſt 
Violation of the Treaties ſubſiſting between the two Crowns, ) 
and that by theſe unjuſt and violent Proceedings of the Spa- 
niards, the Trade and Navigation to and from America was 
rendered vety unſafe and precarious, inſomuch that the In- 
ſurances had greatly riſen on theſe Accounts only; and that 
the Petitioners having been. heard by their Counſel before a 
Committee of - the whole Houſe, did, as they er del 
fully make out in Proofs every one of the Allegations of their 
ſaid Petition, to the intire and unanimous Satisfaction of the 
Houſe, upon which Application this Houſe came to the fol- 
lowin Reſolutions : h 

« "Phat i it is the natural and undoubted Right of the Britiſh 
s siert, to ſail with their Ships on any Part of the Seas of 
America to and from any Part of his Majeſty's Dominions, 
and that the Freedom of Navigation and Commerce which 
the Subjects of Great Britain have an undoubteg Right _ 
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by the Spaniſh Governors, or eluded; all 
© which Violences and Depredations ID 'been cartied on 
* to the great Loſs and Damage of the Su of Great 
© Britain trading to America, and in direct Vic ation of the 
« Treaties ſubſi ain between the two Crowns. 
"That oi humble Addreſs be preſented to 1 Matty 
” humbly beſeeching his Majeſty to uſe his Roy4l Frdledvours 
© with his Catholick Majeſty to obtain effectual Relief for 
© his injured Subjects, and to convince the Court of Spain, 
* that how deſirous ſoever his Majeſty may be to preſervea 
good Correſpondence and Amity between the two Crowns, 
(which can only ſubſiſt by a tri Obſervance ef their mu- 
C coal Treaties, and a juſt Regard to the .Rights and Privi- 
belonging to eh other) his Maj 2 can no 
C „lar ſuch conſtant and repeated Inſults and Injuries 
carried on, to the Diſhonour of his Crown, 12 to. ab 
Ruin of his trading Subjects; and to aſſure bis Myjelty, 
© that in caſe his royal and friendly = ſor pr procuring 
© Juſtice, and for the future Security of that N fr 
© Commerce, which his People _ an undoub ht to 
C * by Treaties and the Law of Nations, ſhall not be able to 
© procure from the Equity and Friendſhip of the King of 
Spain ſuch Satisfaction as his Majeſty may r 
pect from a good and faithful Ally ; this Houſe 
fectually ſupport his Majeſty in taking ſuch Meaſures, : 
* Honour and 7 ſhall make it nece for his Maly 


* to purſue. N 
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That a Convention hath ſince been entered into between this r 
Crown and that of Spain, which his Majeſty has been moſt gra- Ss 
ciouſly pleaſed to order to be laid before this Houſe and the 
ſame being publiſhed by Authority, the Petitioners obſerve with 
the utmoſt Concern, that the Spaniards are ſo far from giving 
up their groundleſs and unjuſtifiable Practice of viſiti — 
ſearching Britiſh Ships failing to and from the Britiſh Plan- 
tations, that they appear to have claimed the Power of doing 
itas a Right, by having infiſted that the Differences which 
have ariſen concerning it ſhould be referred to Plenipoten- 
tiaries, to be diſcuſſed by them, without even agreeing to 
abſtain from ſuch Viſitation and Search during the Time that 
the Diſcuſſion of this Affair may laſt ; that the Petitioners 
are under the greateſt Apprehenſions, ſince Spain has contend- 
ed, that a Point ſo inconteſtably clear both by the Law of 
Nations and all the Treaties ſubſiſting between the two 
Crowns, ſhould come under Debate, that the Spaniſh Pleni- 
potentiaries will be inſtructed not to give it up; and if the 
Freedom of our Navigation to and from our own Colonies 
ſhould be left in Suſpence, and precarious, it muſt be attended 
with the moſt fatal and pernicious Conſequences to the Peti- 
tioners, whoſe Perſons and Fortunes will thereby be in the | 
Power of the Spaniſh Guarda Coſtas, without any Proſpe& 7 
of Relief, the Petitioners having already too ſeverely expe- 
rienced the Juſtice of the Spaniſh Courts and Governors, to 
conſider them as any Security ; and therefore praying, that 
the Petitioners may have an Opportunity of being heard; and 
that they may be allowed to repreſent to this Houſe the great 
Importance of our Trade to and from our own Plantations in 
America, the clear and indiſputable Right which we have to 
enjoy it, without being ſtopped, viſited, or ſearched by the 
Spaniards on any Pretence whatſoever, and the certain and 
inevitable Deſtruction of all the Riches and Strength derived 
to this Kingdom from that Trade, if a Search of Britiſh Ships 
failing to and from the Britiſh Plantations be tolerated upon 
any Pretext, or under any Reſtrictions, or even if the Free- 
dom of this Navigation ſhould continue much longer in this 
State of Incertainty. | 

This Petition was ordered to be referred to the Conſidera- referr's to x Com- 
tion of the Committee, who were to conſider of the Conven- mittee. 
tion ; and that the Petitioners, if they thought fit, might be 
heard upon their Petition, by themſelves, before the ſaid 
Committee. 

At the ſame Time the Sheriffs of the City of London pre- pen fem the 
ſented to the Houſe a Petition of the Lord-Mayor, Alder- City of London. 
men, and Commons of the City of London, in Common- 

Council afſembled; which Petition being brought up and read, 
let forth, That the Citizens of London are too deeply inte- 
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the vigorous Reſolutions of both Houſes of Parliament, and 
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reſt jn vlan ag. the Trade of tis Nation, not to ex- 
preſs the utmoſt Anxiety for the Welfare of that only Source, 


of our Riches; and it is with a Concern the Petitioners are 
unable to expreſs, that they perceive the Trade to his Majeſ- 
ty's American Colonies ſtill continues expoſed to the Inſults 
of the Spaniards, who under unwarrantable and injurious 


tiſh Veſſels navigating the American Seas, in manifeſt Vio- 
lation of the Treaties ſubſiſting between the two Crowns; 
and that the Petitioners apprehend that the Trade from theſe 
his Majeſty's Ki to his American Colonies is of the 
utmoſt Importance, and almoſt the only profitable Trade this 
Nation now enjoys unrivall'd by others; and that the Peti- 
tioners were induced to hope, from his Majeſty's known 
Goodneſs and paternal Care of his Subjects, ſupported by 


the Equipment of a very powerful Fleet, that his Majeſty's 
trading Subjects in the Seas of America, as well as in all 
other Parts of the Ocean, would not only have received a full 
Satisfaction for their Loſſes occaſioned by the tions 
of Spain, but alſo an undoubted Security for their Commerce · 
for the Time to come; and that a reaſonable and adequate 
Reparation would likewiſe have been obtained for the Bar- 
barities and inhuman Cruelties exerciſed by that Nation on 
the Engliſh Seamen who have had the Unhappineſs of falling 
into their mercileſs Hands; and expreſſing their great Con- 
cern and Surprize to find by the Convention lately concluded 
between his Majeſty and the King of Spain, that the Spani- 
ards are ſo far from giving up their, as the Petitioners appre- 
hend, unjuſt Pretenſions of a Right to viſit and ſearch our 
Ships in the Seas of America, that this Pretenſion of theirs 
is among others referred to the future Regulation and Deci- 
ſion of Plenipotentiaries appointed on each Side, whereby the 
Petitioners apprehend it is in ſome Degree admitted ; and 
that the Petitioners conceive they have too much Cauſe to 
fear, if the Right pretended to by Spain of ſearching Britiſh 
Ships at Sea be admitted in any Degree whatſoever, that 
the Trade of his Majeſty's Subjects to America will become 
ſo precarious, as to depend in a great Meaſure upon the In- 
dulgence and Juſtice of the Spaniards, of both which they 
have given, for ſome Years paſt, ſuch Specimens, as the 
Petitioners think this Nation can have no Cauſe to be ſatiſ- 
fied with; and expreſſing the Apprehenſions of the Petiti- 
oners, that ſuch a precarious Situation as this is, muſt in- 
evitably expoſe the Trade to the American Seas, to continual 
Interruptions and Alarms, as well as ſeveral Loſſes; 

that to theſe unhappy Cauſes, the Petitoners apprehend the 


preſent low State of the Britiſh Colonies in America may in 
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a great Meaſure be attributed ; and if the cruel Treatment Ano I Geo. It, 

the I Sailors, whoſe hard Fate has thrown them , 
into the Hands of the Spaniards, ſhould be put up without 
= Reparation, the Petitioners apprehend it may be the 

cans of deterring Seamen from undertaking Voyages to 
the Seas of America, without an Advance of Wages which 
that Trade, or any other, will not be able to ſupport ; and that 
the Petitioners therefore having laid' before this Houſe the 
ys this Trade is of to the Kingdom in gene- 

„and this City in particular, thought it their indiſpenſable 
Duty to repreſent to this Houſe the fatal Conſequences of 
leaving the Freedom of Navigation any longer in Suſpence 
and Uncertainty ; and therefore expreſſing their Hope, that 
this Houſe will take it into mature Deliberation, and do 
therein- as to the Houſe ſhall ſeem meet. 

Which Petition was referred to the ſame Committee. Referr'd tothe ſame 

Likewiſe at the fame Time a Petition of the Maſter, War- ponies... 
dens, Aſſiſtants, and Commonalty of the Society of Merchants Þritih Merchants, 
Adventures within the City of Briftol, under their common | 
Seal, was preſented to the Houſe, and read : Which Peti- Referr'd to the 
tion being the ſame in Subſtance as that of the Weſt India mee. 
Merchants juſt recited, was referred to the ſame Committee; 
and it was ordered, that the Petitioners, if they thought fit, 
might be heard upon their Petition by 2 before 
the ſaid Committee. 

And alſo at the ſame Time, a Petition of the ſeveral Per- Fetition of Cope- 
ſons whoſe Names were thereunto ſubſcribed, Owners and Owners of the 
Freighters of two Britiſh Ships taken by the Subjects of his d 
Catholick Majeſty, after the figning of the preliminary Ar- 
ticles of Peace by the two contending Powers, Great Britain 
and Spain, in behalf of themſelves and the reſt of the Suffe- 
rers, was preſented to the Houſe and read ; ſetting forth, 
that one of the aforeſaid Ships, called the Betty Gally, com- 
manded by Richard Copithorne, was taken on the 29th of 
June 1727, N. S. in the Mediterranean-Sea, on her Voyage 
from Meflina, by a Spaniſh Privateer under Turkiſh Colours, 
after five Hours Engagement, wherein three of his Men 
were killed, the Petitioner Richard Copithorne and three 
more wounded, and for nine Days kept naked; and after 
other inhuman Uſage, the ſaid Ship was carried into Malaga, 
and on the 14th of October — there condemned ; 
and that the other Ship, called Loyal Gally, com- 
manded by William Copley, was alſo taken on the ſaid 
29th of June 1727, N. S. in the ſame Seas, on her Voyage 
from Leghorn, by another Privateer, and carried into Ma- 
laga, and on the 14th of October following was alſo con- 
demned ; and that the preliminary Articles were ſigned at 
Paris the 31ſt of May 1727, N. S. which was twenty-nine 

Fff 2 Days 
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Days before the ſaid Ships were taken; any upon 1 We 
of June 1727, his Catholick Majeſty accepted and — 
Nen 


ſaid Preliminaries; and upon the 23d following all 
ceaſed at Gibraltar and the Camp of St, Roche and upon 
the 26th of the ſame Month, the Ceſſation of Arms Was 
publiſhed on board the Britiſh Fleet, and alſo at the ſame 
Day at Malaga ; and that the Petitioners apprehend they are 
entitled to Satisfaction, as being expreſly provided for by the 
th and 7th Articles of the Preliminaries in the following 
ords: 
© ing of the preſent Article, all Hoſtilities whatioever, if 
any have happened to be begun, ſhall ceaſe ;- and, with 
* reſpect to Spain, within eight Days after his Catholick 
* Majeſty ſhall have received the ſigned Articles. 
Article the 7th, © If after the ſigning of theſe Preliminaries, 
* any Diſturbances ſhould happen to be raiſed, under any 
Pretext whatſoever, or Acts of Hoſtilities committed be- 
* tween the Subjects of the contracting Powers, either in 
Europe or in the Indies, they ſhall by joint Aſſiſtance re- 
pair the Damages ſuſtained by their reſpective Subjects. 
And that frequent Applications have been made in the moſt 
reſpectful Manner by the Petitioners, who have hitherto re- 
ceived no Satisfaction, although they have given in their 
reſpective Claims upon Oath, conformable to the Method 
preſcribed for that Purpoſe in the London Gazette of the gth 
of April 1730; and that the Petitioners fear they are ex- 
eluded from any Satisfaction by the preſent Convention, they 
having lately been informed by a Meſſage from- one of the 
Commiſlaries, that the King of Spain would not allow of any 
Claims to be ggod, but for ſuch Ships only as were taken in 
Europe after the 2d of July 1727, N. S. and therefore pray- 
ing the Houſe to take the Hardſhips the Petitioners labour 
under into Conſideration, that they may have ſuch Aſſiſ- 
tance and Relicf as the Caſe requires, and as to the Houle 
ſhall ſeem meet. | 
This Petition was likewiſe referred to the ſame Com- 
mite... * . 

On the 26th a Petition of the Merchants trading from the 
Port of Liverpool to his Majeſty's Plantations in America, on 
behalf of themſelyes and many others concerned in that 
Trade, was preſented to the Houſe, and read ; ſetting forth 
the ſame in Purport and Manner as that of the Welt-India 
Merchants. * 

Likewiſe a Petition of George Packer, Richard Farr, 
Thomas Roſs, and Thomas Roach, of the City of Briſtol, 


(Owners of the Ship Sarah, Jaſon Vaughan Maſter) in be- 


half of themſelves and others intereſted in the ſaid Ship, her 
Cargo and Frieght, was preſented to the Houſe and 2 


* 
* > 
* 


Article the 4. * Immediately after the fign- | 
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ſetting forth, That on the firſt Day of Jang, in 
the {aid Ship failed fully laden from the Iſland 
directly for the Port of Briſtol, but, after attempting the 
Windward Paſſage for about ſeyenteen Days without Succeſs, 
was, obliged to return make her Vo wa, the 
Gulf of Florida; and on the 2gth Day of the ſame Month, 
in the Latitude of twenty-four Degrees and twenty-eight 
Minutes, as the ſaid Ship was proceeding on ſuch her vo" 
7 and being then about fifty-five Leagues diſtant from 
eſt End of the Iſle of Cuba, ſhe was with her whole Cargo 
ſeized by.a Spaniſh Man of War, and carried into the Ha- 
vanna, there condemned as a Prize, contrary, as the Peti- 
tioners preſume,. to the Law, of Nations and the ſubſiſting 
Treaties ;, the Value of which ſaid Ship and Cargo, at the 
Time of ſuch Seizure, as the Petitioners are adviſed, was 
nine thouſand Pounds Sterling and upwards ; and that the 
Maſter and Mariners of the ſame Ship were impriſoned, and 
otherwiſe moſt inhumanly treated by the Captors, and carried 
by them into Old Spain, where the ſaid Maſter yet continues 
a Priſoner ; and therefore praying the Houſe to take the 
Prem iſſes into Conſideration, hear the Petitioners by them- 
ſelves or Counſel, and grant ſuch Relief thereupon, as to the 
Houſe ſhall ſeem meet. | 


And alſo 4 Petition of the Truſtees for eſtabliſhing the Petition of the 


Colony of Georgia in Amexica, was preſented to the Houſe 
and read; ſetting forth, that his Majeſty, by his Royal 
Charter beari Date the gth of June 1732, granted to the 
Petitioners and their Succeſſors for- ever, ſeven undivided 
Parts of all thoſe Lands, Countries, and Territories in that 
Part of South-Carolina in America, which lies from the 
moſt Northern Stream of the Savannah River, all along the 
Sea-Coaſt to the Southward, unto the moſt Southern Stream 
of the Alatamaha River, and Weſtward from the Heads of 
the ſaid Rivers in dire& Lines to the South - Seas, with the 
Iſlands in the Sea lying oppoſite to the Eaſtern Coaſt of the 
ſaid Lands, within twenty Leagues of -the ſame ; all which 
his Majeſty thereby made, erected, and created one inde- 
pendant and ſeparate Province, by the Name of Georgia; 
that John Lord Carteret (the Proprietor of the other undi - 
vided eighth Part of the ſaid Lands, Countries, and Terri- 
tories, which his Majeſty granted to the Petitioners) by In- 
denture bearing Date 28th Day of February 1732, 
granted and releaſed all his Right and Property in the undi- 
vided eighth Part of Georgia, in the ſame Manner, to the 
Petitioners and their Succeſſors for- ever; and that the Pro- 
yince of Georgia was granted to the Petitioners in Truſt for 
ſettling and eſtabliſhing a regular Colony in the Southern 
Frontiers of Carolina, and not far any Benefit or — 
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whatſoever to the Petitioners ; and that by divers Sums. of 
Money granted by Parliament for this Purpoſe, and by vo- 
luntary Contributions, the Petitioners have been to 
ſend at ſeveral Times poor Britiſh Subjects, and Foreign 
perſecuted and other Proteſtants, to ſettle in Georgia, who, 
as well as others that went thither at their own | 


have erected Houſes and cultivated Lands in ſeveral Parts 


the Province, and particularly in the Northern and Southern 
Parts thereof ; and whereas in a Letter from Monfieur Ge- 
raldino (then Agent for the King of Spain) to his Grace the 
Duke of Newcaſtle, bearin te the 21ſt of 23 
1736, a Copy whereof was ſent to the Petitioners by the Com- 
mand of her late Majeſty when Guardian of the Ki 
for the Petitioners Anſwer thereto) it is aſſerted, that the 
Colony of es! being to the Southward of the Colony of 
Carolina, is without Diſpute on the Territories of the Ki 
his Maſter ; and whereas by a Convention between Greg 
Britain and Spain concluded at the Pardo the 14th of Janu- 
ary laſt, N. S. it is agreed, that the Regulation of the Limi 
of Florida and Carolina ſhould be committed to Plenipoten- 
tiaries to confer and finally regulate the reſpeCtive Preten- 
fions of the two Crowns, according to the Treaties therein 
mentioned; that therefore the Petitioners, in Diſcharge of 
that great Truſt, which his Majeſty has been graciouſly 
pleaſed to repoſe in them, and being fully ſatisfied of the un- 
doubted Right and Title of the Crown of Great Britain to 
the ſaid Province of Georgia, think it their indiſpenſable 
Duty to lay this State of their Caſe before this Houſe, and 
to implore their Protection in behalf of this Part of the Do- 
minions of the Crown of Great-Britain in America, intruſted 
to the Care of the Peti*'oners ; and alſo in behalf of his Ma- 
jeſty's Subjects in Georgia, for whoſe Safety and Welfare 
the Petitioners are deeply concerned. 

Some Doubt ariſing in the Houſe whether the Merchants 
ſhould be heard by their Counſel, Mr. Alderman Perry ſpoke 
to ae” following Effect. 7 

ir, 

© From the Number of Petitions that are now ready, or 
preparing to be preſented to us, againſt our late Convention 
with Spain; from the Rank and Character of the ſeyeral 
Petitioners ; and from the Allegations ſet forth in the Peti- 
tion that is now before us ; we have great Reaſon, I think, 
to conclude, that our Convention is far from being ſuch a 
one as it ought to be, From the great and conſiderable Bo- 
dies of Merchants that have petitioned, or are preparing tq 
petition againſt it, and from our ſeeing not ſo much as one 
Petition in its Favour, we muſt conclude, that the whole 
Body of our Merchants think it a moſt diſhonourable, diſad- 
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vantageotis, and dangerous Treaty. On the other hand, Sir 
we ought-in Charity — Ns Miniſters who ne- 
1 this Ig” and 3 5 pour adviſed his 
jeſty to ratify it, thought it either a one, or at 
the beſ that our . would permit =D 
inſiſt on. Therefore, when this Convention comes to be 


Judges in an Affair in which the whole Body of our Mer- 
chants, Planters, and Sailors are Plaintiffs, and our Miniſ- 
ters and Negotiators Defendants z and in an Affair of ſuch 
Importance, an Affair in which the Parties concerned are of 
ſo great Conſequence, ſurely it will be allowed, that it be- 
hoves us not only to have the beſt Information both as to 
Matters of Right and Matters of Fact, but alſo to have all 
the Proofs and Arguments that can be brought upon either 
Side of the Queſtion, ſtated and laid before us in the moſt 
methodical, the fulleſt, and the cleareſt Light. 

For this Reaſon, Sir, it is, I think, abſolutely neceſ- 
fary for us, not only to refer this Petition to the Committee 
who are to conſider of the Convention, which I am confi- 
dent no Gentleman will oppoſe ; but I likewiſe think it ab- 
ſolutely neceſſary to allow the Petitioners to be heard before 
that Committee, either by themſelves or Counſel, with 
to this Conyention, which they ſo heavily, and, I am afraid, 
ſo reaſonably complain of ; and, if our Miniſters and Nego- 
tiators have a Mind to juſtify their Proceedings, they may 
move, or get one to move for them, that Counſel may at 
the ſame Time be heard in favour of this Child of theirs, 
which, like other monſtrous Births, is in ſome of 
being ſmothered upon its firſt Appearance in the World. As 
I have no intimate Correſpondence with them, nor with any 
one of them, I cannot pretend to gueſs at what they may in 
this Caſe reſolve on ; but, as I have always had a good Cor- 
reſpondence with our Merchants and Planters, I may venture 
to ſay, that ſuch of them as are now Supplicants at our Bar, 
will be glad of being admitted to be heard by their Counſel 
upon this Occaſion ; and will be far from grudging any Ex- 
pence, that may be neceſſary for giving us a full and clear 
View of the important Affair that is ſoon to come before us: 
Therefore I ſhall conclude what I am to ſay upon the pre- 
ſent Occaſion, with a Motion to this Effect, That the Peti- 
tion now preſented to us be referred to the Conſideration of 
the Committee of the whole Houſe, who are to conſider of 
the Convention between Great-Britain and Spain, concluded 
at the Pardo, Jan. 14, 1739, N. S. and the ſeparate Articles 
belonging thereunto, with the ſeveral Ratifications thereof ; 
and, that the Petitioners, if they think fit, be heard _ 
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ſaid Committee, 


This, Sir, I take to be ſo reaſonable a Propoſition, chat 


I hope no Gentleman will oppoſe it. However, before I 


make my Motion, I ſhall beg leave to obſerve, that in all 


Trials at Law, even in criminal Trials, where by the com- 
mon Method of Proceeding Counſel are not admitted to be 
heard, wherever a Point of Law comes to be diſputed, Coun- 
ſel are always admitted to ſpeak to ſuch Points for the better 
Information of the Judges; and yet, I hope, I may be al- 


lowed to preſume, that our Judges, eſpecially of late Years, | 


are as much Maſters of the Laws of their Country, as the 
ſeveral Members of this Houſe can be ſuppoſed to be of the 
Law of Nations, and of the ſeveral Rights and Privil 
which are founded upon that Eaw, or upon the particular 
Treaties now ſubſiſting between us and Spain. Therefore, 
when any ſuch Right or Privilege comes to be diſputed be- 
fore us, there is at leaſt as great a Neceſſity for admitting 
Counſel to be heard upon ſuch Points for our Information, 
as there can be for admitting Counſel to be heard upon any 
Point of Law for the Information of our Judges. 

If we attend, Sir, to the Petition now upon our Table, 
we ſhall from thence ſee, that when the Convention comes 
to be taken into Conſideration, there are ſeveral Matters of 
Right that muſt be enquired into, and ſome of them may, 


perhaps, be diſputed even by ſome Gentlemen in this H 


We know that the Spaniards have lately pretended to a 
Right to viſit and ſearch Britiſh Ships, failing to and from 
the Britiſh Plantations : This is a Right which I believe no 
Gentleman in this Houſe will pretend to juſtify ; however, 
as the Spaniards do pretend to juſtify it, or at leaſt have ex- 
erciſed it, it is a Point of Right which ought to be fully en- 
quired into, before we can judge of the Convention. But 
there is another Point of Right or Law that will, I believe, 
be diſputed even in this Houſe, and that is Whether this 
Right of Viſiting and Searching our Ships in the open Seas, 
which the Spaniards lay Claim to, is not in ſome Degree ad- 
mitted by us, by our agreeing to refer this Pretenſion of 


theirs to the future Regulation of Plenipotentiaries? For if 


there is the leaſt Ground even for the Spaniards to alledge, 
that we have by ſuch Reference in any Degree admitted of 
this Pretenſion, ſurely every Gentleman who has a Regard 
for the Honour and Happineſs of his Country, will condemn 
a Treaty which gives the Spaniards any Ground to ſay fo. 
And whether they may not from this Treaty have, or pre- 
tend to have ſome Ground for ſaying ſo, is a Point of Right 
which the Petitioners ſeem to apprehend, and which ſev 

Gentlemen in this Houſe, as well as I, think we have = 
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be ſaid to be groundleſs, by all thoſe who are Favourers of 
the Convention. But as this is a Point which will, and muſt 
be judged of by Foreigners as well as by us, we ought to have 
it fully argued, before we paſs any Judgment upon it. A 
As this Point in particular, Sir, depends upon the Law 
of Nations, and upon the Conſtruction that is uſually put up- 
on preliminary Articles or Conventions, we cannot ſuppoſe 
that the Petitioners are capable of giving us any Light into 
this Affair; and therefore, if it were but for the Sake of 
this Point only, we ought to allow them to be heard by their 
Counſel upon this Occaſion. There may be other Points of 
Right, which ought to be enquired into: I believe there are 
ſeveral others which we ought to inſiſt on, as the undoubted 
Rights and PWileges of this Nation; and yet the general 
Reference contained in this Convention, may hereafter give 
Spain a Pretence to ſay, that even we ourſelves admitted 
them to be ſuch as were diſputable. For this Reaſon, Sir, 
before we paſs any Judgment in an Affair of ſo great Conſe- 
2 to the Honour, Trade, and Navigation of this King- 
om, we ought ſtrictly to examine into the Import and 
Meaning of thoſe Words in the firſt Article, by which it is 
agreed, That the Plenipetentiaries reſpectively named by 
their Britannick and Catholick Majefties ſhall confer, and 
finally regulate the reſpective Pretenſions of the two 
* Crowns, as well with relation to the Trade and Navigation 


in America and Europe, and to the Limits of Florida and 


* of Carolina, as concerning other Points which remain 
* likewiſe to be adjuſted.” I fay, Sir, we ought ſtrictly to 
examine into the Import and Meaning of this unlimited Re- 
ference, before we paſs any Judgment; and as the Import 
and Meaning of theſe Words mult intirely depend upon the 
Law of Nations, and the Nature of preliminary Conven- 
tions, we cannot expect full Satisfaction as to this Point from 
the Petitioners; we can no way expect full Satisfaction, but 
by hearing learned Gentlemen argue upon it, who have 
made ſuch Points their particular Study. | 

I believe, Sir, it will be admitted by every Gentleman, 
both within Doors and without, that a definitive Treaty, 
containing a'full and expreſs Acknowledgment of all our 
Rights and Privileges, would have been much better than 
this preliminary Convention: Conſidering the vigorous Re- 
ſolutions of both Houſes of Parliament laſt Seſſion, conſider- 
ing the Spirit which at preſent prevails among all Ranks and 
Degrees of Men in this Kingdom, and conſidering the great 
Expence the Nation was put to laſt Summer, I believe it was 
what moſt Men expected: Yet notwithſtanding, if none of 
our undoubted Rights or Privilegesare rendered dcubtfal, or 
Vor. V. 6g any 


n * . ” 
_ 4 J 8 * | * * 
"Rf "a = — 


* ad 1 


fon to apprehend; though our Apprehenſions will certainly Anno 12 Gov. u. 


Annd re Geo. U. way invalidated by this ratory Way of T i 
_ Fr inrecing tn tack Proline? 


(428), 


we may excuſe our N rs 
naries for the Sake of Peace, provided it appears they had 

vod Reaſon to hope that thoſe Preliminaries would be ſoon 

lowed by a ſincere and ſatisfactory Treaty; but, I hope, 
Sir, this Nation is not yet brought ſo low, nor are we fo 
fond of Peace, as to give up any of our Rights, or agree to 
any thing for preſent Eaſe, that may lay a Foundation for 
conteſting ſome of our moſt valuable Rights in Time to 
come. Soch an unlucky Situation, I hope, I am convinced, 
the Nation is not yet reduced to, whatever ſome Gentlemen 
may be, who perhaps conſider their own immediate Eaſe, 


more than they confider either the Honour or the Intereſt of 


their Country. 5 

© But ſuppoſe, Sir, there were no Matters of Law or 
Right to be explained to us, ſuppoſe it were no Way ne- 
ce to have the Law of Nations, or the Nature of pre- 


liminary Conventions explained to us, yet the Facts that are to 


be laid before us upon the preſent Occaſion, are ſo numerous, 
and of ſuch various Kinds, that it is not poſſible to have them 
methodically and regularly ſummed up without the Aſſiſtance 
of Counſel. We muſt ſee that it will be neceſſary for us to 
examine a great many Witneſſes with regard to thoſe Depre- 
dations that have been committed by the Spaniards both 
before and ſince the Treaty of Seville; with regard to the 
Importance of our Trade to and from our Plantations in A- 
merica ; with regard to the Dangers that Trade may be ex- 
poſed to, if a Search of Britiſh Ships ſailing to and from the 
Britiſh Plantations ſhould be tolerated upon any, Pretext, or 
under any Reſtrictions; and with regard to ſeveral other 
Points I could mention: Every one of theſe Witneſſes may 
be able to give us an Account of ſome of the Facts he knows; 
but from daily Experience we may ſuppoſe, that 'even thoſe 
Accounts will be but lamely and indiſtinctly given, unleſs 
we have Counſel at our Bar, who know how to put the pro- 
per Queſtions to them; and when all the Witneſſes have 
been examined, we cannot ſuppoſe that any of the Petitioners 
will be able to ſum up the Evidence, to digeſt all their Teſti- 
monies under their proper Heads, and to make ſuch Remarks 
upon each Point of Evidence, as may be neceſſary for putti 
it in the cleareſt and ſtrongeſt Light; for when a Subject is 
very copious, and a great many Facts of divers Kinds to be 
related, it is not rofible for any Gentleman not exerciſed in 
the Art of Speaking, or not accuſtomed to ſpeak before a nu- 
merous Aſſembly, 2 his Qualifications otherwiſe be never ſo 
great, to givea regular, diſtinct, and full Account of the Whole. 
* From what I have ſaid, Sir, I think it muſt appear, 


| that it will be extremely proper for us to have the — 
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of Counſel upon this important Occaſion. Nay, it is what I 
it is what I think thoſe Gentlemen muſt be fond of, who are 
the greateſt Friends to the Convention; for if it any way 
deſerves thoſe high Encomiums that have been made upon it, 
by ſome Gentlemen without Doors, the more clearly, the 
more diſtinctly, and the more fully this whole Affair is laid 
before the Houſe, the more we ſhall be ſenfible of the great 
Honour and Advantage the Nation may reap by this 2 
nary Treaty; the more eaſy will it be for them to anſwer any 
Objection that may be made againſt it: For this Reaſon I 
cannot ſuppoſe, that the Motion I am to make will meet with 
any Oppoſition ; and therefore I ſhall add no more, but con- 
clude with moving, That the Petitioners may be heard by 
themſelves or Counſel, as I have before mentioned. 

Mr. Pelham. - 

* Though I am as fond as any Gentleman in this 
Mouſe can be, of receiving all poſſible Information relating 
to the Convention we have lately concluded with Spain; tho' 
I ſhall be glad to have that Information laid before us in the 
moſt full and methodical Manner, yet I cannot altogether 
approve of what the honourable Gentleman has been pleaſed 
to propoſe. And indeed it is becauſe I am for having all pro- 
per Information relating to that Aﬀair, and for having that 
Information laid before us in the moſt natural, clear, and 
ſuccin& Manner, that I ſhall be againſt agreeing to ſome 
Part of his Propoſition. I ſhall willingly concur with him in 
ordering the Petition now preſented to us, to be referred to 
the Committee who are to confider of the Convention: I 
ſhall likewiſe concur with him in allowing the Petitioners to 
be heard by themſelves before that Committee ; but I can- 
not concur with him in giving them leave to be heard by 
themſelves or Counſel ; becauſe in the Caſe now before us I 
do not think it proper to admit either thoſe who have already 
petitioned, or any of thoſe who may hereafter petition, to be 
heard by Counſel ; and, my Reaſons for being of this Opi- 
nion, I muſt beg leave tolay before you. 

I have a great Reſpect Sir for the learned Gentlemen of 
the Law, ſhall always be glad to hear them hold forth 
at our Bar upon every proper Occaſion; but I hope they 
will excuſe me if I ſay, that I do not think their Manner 
of ſtating the Caſe, or relating Facts, the moſt natural: I 
hope they will pardon me, even if I ſhould fay, that 
it may ſometimes ſerve to confound, inſtead of inſtructing 
their Hearers. Nay, as it is the Cuſtom among them to be 
ready to take a Fee upon either Side of any Queſtion, that 
may occur ether in this Houſe or any other Court of Judi- 
cature, they muſt make it their Buſineſs to learn how to 
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of private Right or Property is to be diſputed, I ſhall always 


| Which is really a bad one, or that a bad Cauſe which is really 


what Witneſſes they are to call for proving thoſe Facts, and 


may be diſguiſed, but they cannot be cleared up by Elo- 


any Gentleman in this Houſe will deny the Importance gf 
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dreſs up a bad Cauſe in ſuch ſine Trappings, as to make it 


paſs for a good one. Therefore, in Caſes where no Matter 


againſt expoſing myſelf, or any other Gentleman in this 
Houſe, to the Danger of being confounded or impoſed on by 
Flowers of Oratory, or by an artful Manner of ſtating the 
Caſe, either on the one Side or the other ; becauſe, 7 can 
ſay, for my own Part at leaſt, that I am afraid, left I ſhould 
by ſuch Means be perſuaded to think that a Cauſe 


a good one! and my Fears in this Reſpect alwaysencreaſe in 
Proportion to the Importance of the Caſe, in which I amto 
give my Judgment, | 
After having thus ſhewn, Sir, the Danger of admitting 
Counſel to be heard before us, in any Caſe where it is not 
abſolutely neceſſary, I mult obſerye, that with regard to 
Facts, we can, in no Caſe ſuppoſe that Counſel can give us 
any Information, but ſuch as they are inſtructed to give by 
thoſe that employ them. In the preſent Caſe it is the Peti- 
tioners that mult inſtruct them what Facts they are ta inſiſt on, 


what may be the proper Queſtions to be put to each Witneſs; 
and, if we ſuppoſe the Petitioners capable of inſtrufting 
their Counſel in all theſe Particulars, we muſt ſuppoſe them 
capable, by themſelves of inſtructing this Houſe, and of 
giving us all the Information as to Facts, that we could ex- 
pe from their Counſel. I ſay, we muſt not only ſuppoſe 
them capable of doing it, but I am convinced they will doit 
in a more natural and ſuccincdt Manner, than the learned 
Barriſters equally do. Facts, Sir, are plain Things, they 
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quence ; therefore, in all Caſes where nothing but Facts are 
to be enquired into, the more numerous the Aſſembly is that 
is to judge them, the more Danger there is in allowing them 
to be ſtated or ſummed up by thoſe whoſe Profe ſſion it is to be 
eloquent; and for this Reaſon I think we ought, in the pre- 
ſent Caſe, to have all thoſe Facts that may be neceſſary to be 
laid before us, ſtated in the moſt plain and natural Dreſs, 
which we may expect from the Petitioners themſelves, but 
cannot from their Counſel. SEE 

* Then, Sir, as to Points of Right or Law, I do not 
think it poſſible that any ſuch can ariſe with regard to the 
Convention. As to thoſe the honourable Gentleman has 
been pleaſed to mention, I do not think that anyone of them 
will be diſputed in this Houſe. Surely no Gentleman in this 
Houſe will ſay, that the Spaniards have a Right to ſearch 
any Britiſh Ship upon the High Seas : Nor do I believe that 


— — 5 


Long 


- wo — 2 


my, 2 Ry *n © 0 


n 


SS S8 0% © ow 7 


SFT SOARTEREBES AS REC KF A 8 50 


8 * : 


(4 
dur Plantation Trade, or that it will be expoſed . — 
and Inconveniences, in caſe the Spaniards d be 
allowed to ſearch our Ships failing on the High Seas, upon 
any Pretext, or under any Reſtrictions. And as to the 
Point, whether we can be ſuppoſed to have admitted in any 
Degree of ſuch a Search, by referring all Matters in Diſpute 
between the two Nations to be regulated by Plenipotentiaries ? 
It is a Point in which I think there can be no Queſtion ; I 
am ſure no Gentleman in this Houſe will ſay, that from 
ſuch a Reference any ſuch Thing can be ſuppoſed. If a 
Man ſhould claim 1000 Pounds of me, may not I fubmit to 
hear his Reaſons, andexamine his Vouchers, though I know 
I owe him nothing ? Does this Submiſſion ſhew any Ac- 
knowledgment in me, that that Sum, or any other Sum, is 
really due? So far otherwiſe, Sir, that I ſhould think my- 
ſelf bound in Charity to confer with him upon the Subje 
to the End that I might have an Opportunity to convince 
him of the Unreafonableneſs of his Demand, or Falſehood 
of his Vouchers, and thereby prevent his being induced to 
ruin himſelf by commencing an unjuſt Law-Suit againſt me. 
This, I fay, I ſhould think myſelf bound in Charity to do, 


eſpecially if that Neighbour and I were in ſuch Circum-/ 


ſtances as made it our mutual Intereſt to cultivate a mutual 
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Friendfhip ; and, that this is the Caſe between Spain and us, 


I believe no Gentleman will deny. This, Sir, is all we 
have done with regard to the preſent Diſputes between 
Spain and us: We have agreed to hear what they have to 
ſay, for no other End but to convince them that there is not 
the leaſt Foundation for the Claims they have lately ſet up; 
and this we have done out of Charity to them, as well as out 
of Regard to our own Intereſt, in order to prevent an open 
Rupture between two Nations, whoſe mutual Intereſt it is to 
live in mutual Friendſhip. By the Reference we have agreed 
to, we cannot be ſuppoſed to have given up, or in the leait 
invalidated any of our Rights or Privileges. We cannot be 
ſuppoſed to have admitted, in any Degree of any of their 
Claims: At leaft no ſuch Suppoſition can be made by any 
but thoſe who have a Mind to ſuppoſe ſo, only for the Sake 
of finding Fault with the Convention. 

* This Nation, thank God ! Sir, is far from being in any 
unfortunate Situation. I hope it will never be reduced to the 
fatal Neceſſity of giving up any of its valuable Rights or 
Privileges, for the Sake of Peace. I hope no Man has any In- 
fluence in his Majeſty's Counſels, that for any ſelfiſh Con- 
ſideration would adviſe him to do ſo. I am ſure his Ma- 
jeſty would reje& ſuch Advice with the utmoſt Diſdain; and 
therefore no Man, if he were wicked enough, will be ſo bold 
as to give it. But there are ſome Perſons in the Nation, tho? 

. ' none 
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4 I Ces . none in this Houſe, who are Enemies to his Majeſty and his 
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Family; and as ſuch Perſons place all their Hopes in Inſur- 
rections and Invaſions, they endeavour to make the World 
believe, that this Nation is reduced to the loweſt and moſt 


contemptible Condition, by which they hope to ſerve a a 


double Purpoſe ; for at the ſame Time that it contributes 
towards rendering our own People diſaffected, they think it 
will encourage Foreigners to invade as, or provoke us to 


War, by refuſing to do us Juſtice. This may have ſome 


Effect upon ſome ignorant and unthinking People, but no Man 
of Senſe can be ſo impoſed on; and it is now, I hope it will 
always be, in our Power, as ſoon as we think it neceſſary, to 
make our Enemies ſenſible, that our Forbearance proceeded 
from our Wiſdom, and not from our Weakneſs or Puſilla- 
nimity. 

From what I have ſaid, Sir, it will appear, that none 
of thoſe Points of Right that have been mentioned, can come 
to be diſputed in this Houſe ; and ſurely we have no Occa- 
fion to hear Connſel, as to Points of Right which no Man 
will conteſt. But now ſuppoſe they were all to be conteſted, 


even in that Cate, we could have no Occaſion to take up our 


Time with hearing Counſel. All the Points that have been 
mentioned, and all the Points of Right that can come 
before us upon the preſent Occaſion, are of a publick Na- 
ture; and, with reſpect to Matters of publick Right, there 
are many Gentlemen in this Houſe, that underftand them 
better, and can explain them more fully and clearly, than 
any Lawyer, whoſe Time is chiefly employed in ſtudying the 


municipal Laws of his Country. I believe there is nota 


Gentleman in this Houſe but would chuſe, I am ſure I would 
chuſe, to hear the honourable Gentleman himſelf upon ſuch 
a Subject, rather than any Lawyer in the Kingdom. It is in 
Matters of private Right of Property only, where the hear- 
ing of Counſel can be of any Advantage to us; becauſe, as 
ſuch Matters are generally more perplexed than Matters 
of a publick Concern, Gentlemen who do not make it their 
particular Study, cannot be ſuppoſed to know all the Laws 
and Cuſtoms that may relate to them, or the Precedents by 
which they ought to be regulated. 

In ſuch Cates, Sir, in all Caſes, where the private Right 
or Property of any Man in the Kingdom is to be affected by any 
Thing that is to paſs in this Houſe, I know it is uſual to admit 
their Petitioners to be heard by the Counſel ; but I know no 
Iſtance where Counſel have been admitted, in any Caſe, where 
national Right o. Privileges only could be ſaid to be affected 
Jam far from thinking that any national Right or Pri- 
vilege can be in the leaſt affected, by our late Conven- 
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tion with Spain; but, if this were the Caſe, I think it 
would be a fbad Precedent to admit Counſel to be heard 
upon ſuch an Occaſion. I know the Subject has a Right 
to a petition, even upon ſuch Occaſions: I - ſhall al- 


ways be not only for PR that Right,but for encourag- 


ing the Practice. But, in all Caſes, we have a Right to 
hear them or not, as we ſee Cauſe ; and in Matters of a pub- 
lick Concern we ſeldom hear them even by themſelves. In 
Money Bills we never do: It is almoſt a Rule, not 
ſo much as to receive Petitions againſt ſuch Bills; and it 
would be extremely inconvenient to introduce the PraQtice of 
hearing Counſel in Caſes of a publick Nature. If ſuch a 
Practice ſhould become frequent, our Seſſions of Parliament 
would become not only annual, but continual. We ſhou'd 
be obliged to fit from one Year's End to the other; in which 
Caſe, it wou'd be nece to _ the ancient Cuſtom of 
ing W to our Parliament Men; and, as Mo is 
—_ mi. leſs Value than it was when that — 
vailed, it would likewiſe become neceſſary to increaſe thoſe 
Wages, which would be a new and a heavy Charge upon 
all the Counties, Cities, and Boroughs in the Kingdom. 
© Whoever therefore may be the Parties, Plaintiff and 
Defendant, when we come to take this Conyention into our 
Conſideration, it muſt, I think, Sir, appear to be a Prece- 
dent of a very dangerous Nature, to admit the Petitioners a- 
gainſt it to be heard by their Counſel. For my own Part I 
am far from thinking, that the whele Body of our Merchants, 
Planters and Seamen, will appear as Plaintiffs againft it. 
What Means may have been uſed for ſpiriting up Petitions 
againſt it, I ſhall not pretend to determine; but, I believe, if any 
Means had been made uſe of for ſpiriting up in its Petitioners 
Favour, we ſhould have had as many Petitionsof the one Side 
as the other; for I cannot but think, that the teſt Part 
of our Merchants, Planters, and Seamen, will always be for 
preſerving Peace, if poſſible. And as to thoſe who were con- 
cerned in , this Treaty, 4 they think it 
ſtands in no Need of Counſel for its Juftification : I believe 
they think it will ſufficiently ſpeak for itfetf; and there- 
fore will not defire to have it recommended by the Arts of 
Eloquence ; and, as I think the admitting of Counſel to be 
heard againſt it, is not only unneceſſary, but in ſeveral Reſ- 
pets dangerous; as I think it would be taking up a great 
deal of our Time to little Purpoſe, I ſhall ors conclude 
with moving for an Amendment to the honourable Gentle- 
man's Motion; which is, That the Word either, and the 
Words or Counſel, may be left out of the Queſtion. 


Sir 
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Sir William Windham. - ee 
Sir, : Wer) If r 
I am glad to find that the honourable Gentleman who 
ſpoke laſt, is for ſhewing ſome Sort of Regard to the Petition 
now before us. I confeſs I had ſome Apprehenſions, that 
this Petition would have been treated as the Petition of the 
City of London againſt the late infamous Exciſe Scheme was 
treated; that you would only have ordered it to lie upon the 
Table; becauſe, I am convinced the Petitioners, if they are 
allowed to be heard, either by themſelves or Counſel, will 
be able to make out all they have alledged, and more than 

they have alledged in their Petition. | 
But, for my own Part, Sir, I mult ſay, with reſpe& to 
this Scheme of Peace, this Convention now before us, I do 
not think I ſtand in need of any Information the Petitioners 
can give, for aſſiſting me to form a right Opinion of it. 
Upon the very Face of it, and at firſt View, it appears to 
me to be not only the moſt diſadvantageous, but the moſt dif. 
honourable Treaty we ever made. Nothing I think can in 
the leaſt excuſe our agreeing to it, but our being in the molt 
unfortunate, the moſt contemptible Situation, an inde- 
pendant Nation was ever in; and this, I am ſure the Peti- 
tioners cannot ſhew. If we are in ſuch a Situation, which 
God forbid, it is thoſe only who made this Treaty that can 
ſhew it; but if they ſhould tell us that this was their Reaſon 
for adviſing his Majeſty to ratify ſuch a Treaty, it is far 


325 FE DSS FSR 2 SDg ae . 


from being an Argument for our approving it. Unlacky 15 
Circumſtances, either at home or abroad, may be a Reaſon vp 
for ſuſpending our Reſentment, but it can never be a ſuffi- 755 
cient Reaſon for our agreeing to a diſhonourable Treaty; be 

and, if we are in ſuch Circumſtances, it is the Duty of this , 
Houſe to enquire into the Conduct of thoſe who have > 
brought us into ſuch Circumſtances, and to puniſh them for = 
their Wickedneſs or Folly ; for this Nation can never be * 
brought into ſuch Circumſtances but by the extreme Wick- ; e 
ene or Folly of thoſe who have been intr with the oh 


Adminiſtration of our publick Affairs. 

This, I fay, Sir, is the Opinion I have already formed: 
It cannot be made worſe by any thing the Petitioners or Ye! 
their Counſel can fay againſt, and I do not believe it will be 
made better by any Thing that can be ſaid in Favour of this 
Convention. But as ſome Gentlemen may not yet look upon bey 
this new Treaty, or rather Preliminary to a Treaty, in the 
ſame Light I do, and as I think it neceſſary we ſhould be a Gent 
unanimous as poſſible in an Affair of ſo great Importance, 1 "ray 
ſhall be for giving as much fair Play as poſſible both to our Bl ache 
Merchants, and to thoſe whom I muſt upon this ren wy 


loo tithes 


Lg 


. —=—347 
look on as their Antagoniſts, I mean our N 
thers who were concerned in cooking · up this 
which wy? | to have contrived on P 


tainly better than 
be n l 2 
it abſolutely 


** on it they'll jJave themſelves the 
Tam 


v Judges in any Caſe they are employed in, it is their Bufi- 
. it is their Duty, where no palpable Fraud appears, to 
ate their Client's Caſe in the faireſt Light they can; and if, 
upon one Side of the Queſtion, the Caſe be deſignedly put in 
z confuſed, or in a falſe deceitful Light, or if any ſophiſtical 
Arguments be made uſe of, it is the Buſineſs of thoſe who 
ue employed on the other Side, to ſtate the Caſe in a clear 
Light, to expoſe the Falſhood or Deceit, and to ſhew the 
Sophiſtry of the Arguments made uſe of by their ſts. 
This renders it almoſt impoſſible for the Judges, or indeed 
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35 for any Hearer, to be deceived or impoſed on by the Art of 
ave be Speaker, upon either Side of the Queſtion ; and there- 
ml bre admitting Counſel to be heard in any Caſe, either 
be BY © > publick or private Nature, can never be of the leaſt 
= dangerous Conſequence, but on the contrary, muſt always be 
he of great Uſe for giving the Judges a clear and diſtinct Notion , 
of the Caſe in which are to give Judgment, and of the 

IS, o es + Sides of the 

ſtion, , e 

s Or 8 F | * pe 4 
* As the Gentlemen at the Bar are never, in any Caſe 

1% („ich they plead, to give their Judgment or their Vote, 


they may therefore lawfully, honeſtly, and honourably take 
Fee for pleading any Cauſe they undertake; but where a 
Man is to give y ee his Vote, I am ſure | 
Gentleman in this Houſe will agree with me, that it is nei- 
ther honourable, nor lawful to take a- Fee, or any 
other Reward, either for ſpeaking or voting. He ought 
wt ſo much as to accept of a Favour, or a Preſent from 
either of the Parties cancerued in the Caſe, in which he is to 
Vol, V. H hh Five 


de 14 Ges, U. give his Vote or 
18 
K E 


41436) ie | 
J nt. "Nay, in ſuch Cafes, if « Mad 
particular Attachment to one Side more than 
other, he ought not to look upon himſelf as an imparti 
udge in that Affair; for which Reaſon he ought to 
giving his Opinion. In all Caſes therefore where there 
are two Parties concerned, Gentlemen ought to examine 
themſelves ſtrictly, before they venture to give their Jadg- 
ment or their Vote upon either Side of the Queſtion ; Hor 
though the Heart cannot perhaps be corrupted, the Judy- 


ment may be miſled, by Favours received, or by 'perſonal 


Attachments. 
As to Facts, Sir, I ſhall allow are plain 
more plain perhaps than ſome People defire. They | 
plain, that I do not find they can be diſguiſed by all the 
mercenary Eloquence in the Kingdom. But, as plain as the 
are, it _— on Art, _ _— to ſtate — 
proper Li Ne ra W t are numerous and of 
various Kinds | rept regard to acts, we know that true 
- Eloquence conſiſts in relating what are neceſſary, and no more 
than what are neceſſary; therefore, for 3 ime, we 
ht to admit the Petitioners to be heard rather by their 
Counſel than by themſelves ; for as none of them are pr: 
tiſed in the Art of Speaking, they may forget, or'ottut,"to 
ive us an Account of ſome ef the maſt material Facts, and 
well upon others that are nothing to the Parpoſe ; ſo thats 
great deal of our Time may be taken up in hearing a prolitx 
Account of Facts that are of no great Signification, aud yet 
at the End we may have but a very lame Account of thole 
Facts which are the moſt material. Counſel, tis ſtrue, mult 
have Inſtructions from thoſe who em lo them: They muſt 
have an Account from their Clients of the Facts that iy be 
proved, and of the Witneſſes that can prove them; but in 
the Courſe of the Examination ſome material Facts may be 
hinted at, which the Petitioners did not know of before. H 
Counſel were preſent at the Bar, they would immediately lay 
hold of ſuch Hints, and by putting proper Queſtions — * 
have them fully explained: Whereas, otherwiſe, ſuch Hint 
may probably paſs unobſerved, and by that Means ſome of 
the moſt material Facts may remain in Obſcurity. From 
whence we may ſee, that it is 3 t that 
the Counſel are to learn what may be the proper Queſtions t 
be put to each Witneſs. The Client may in general ſay, chat 
ſuch a Witneſs is to be examined as to ſuch x Point ; but it d 
the Counfel that muſt think of the proper Queſtions to be 
to him, in order to make him give an Account of all i 
knows relating to that Point; and thoſe Queſtions cannot ſo 
much as he thought of, but in the Courſe of the Examination; 
which no Man can' be ſuppoſed fo capable of, as thoſe ys 
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converſant in ſuch Affairs, ir, it appears 4 Geo, % 
regard to Facts, n WG 2 


NS 
our Time taken up, than if we were to admi | 
be heard by their Counſel, and that we canngt ex- 
full and diftin& an Account of all the material Facts, 
ht to have in an Affair of ſo great Importance. 

probably have a great many Petitions befides 
before us; as every one of thoſe Petitions may 
mplain of ſome particular Point that affects them only; 
ination: of Witneſſes muſt laſt for ſeveral Days, ard 
relate to Points of 
can ſu 


elves only, we may probably have a gr 
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the Rights of .this Nation, that have been lately diſputed 
by Spain, will not be in the leaſt controverted before us. No 
Man will dare to ſtand up in this Aſſembly, and deny any of 
thoſe Rights, that Spain has been lately allowed to diſpute with | 
us. It was inconſiſtent with the Honour of the Nation to allow | i 
them to be diſputed in any Negotiation. That of a free Na- = 
vigation upon the open Seas, is a Right ſo plain and evident, | = 
and of ſuch Conſequence, that we ought to have broke off 1 
all Manner of Negotiation, as ſoon as the Spaniards pretend- Wy 
ed to deny it ; and fince they had pretended to ſet up a 11 
Claim that was inconſiſtent with this Right, we ought never I 
to have renewed our Negotiations with them, till they had n 
win 356 relinquiſhed that unjuſt Claim, and expreſsly ac- "1 
wledged our Right. Whereas it now appears, that we \ l 
have not only negotiated, but have treated without any ſuch |: 
Relinquiſhmenet pr Acknowledgment: Nay, we have ex- | $ 
— 2. this Treaty, referred it, amongſt others, to be 
s | 


What the Meaning of this Reference may be, Sir, what _ 
Interpretation may Ve put upon it, is a Matter of Right 1 
that muſt be inquired into, before we approve of this Treaty. 14 
It is not what Meaning may be put upon it by this Houſe, | 
or by any Gentleman in this Houle, that we are to enquire | | 
into. It is what Meanin meg pe EN OY Se or by | 
Foreigners ; for if the Court of Spain, or any foreign Court 
. WALLY what- 
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lately ſet up againſt us, will with them 1 85 Natioi 
into Contempt; and ſurely the Parliament of Great Britai 
Is not to approve of a 'Freaty that will ring Ser Brie 
inro Contempt, at any Court in Europe. It is not, Sir, bel 
cauſe I have a mind to find Fault with OY that T 


ſuppoſe this RE — * be A dmiſfion 
of the moſt dange _—_——— has ſet ee up again us 
Ne bs beans — ſuch a 


1 that I muſt find Fault with this Treaty. & 
a Right ar wee N 

and to "nin the Shi 

r of any Send ie bandes d. wich ey a 

eaſs to call the Produce or MatwufaQure of their Plantiti 

| ro Rake, among the reſt, we have referred to be 

ed. Is not this 1 [ic poſle w 

nk «Saget ing ? Let us put 


Caſe the other We pretend, ad monly pea 
to free Navigation 20 the open Seas. Form 
6d co « Tidklakegi Gver the Faes 3 but new why to 


pretend only to what every independant State has à Right 
to by the Law of Nations; and even this — 4 we hee 
by this Treaty, referred to be regulated by Spaniſh Plenipe 
tentiaries. ' Is not this the Et bee 
dependent Nation ſubmitted to? Shall we allow 8 

ſcribe Rules to the Freedom ted our Navigation in the, 


Seas? If we ſhould now fay, we cannot xn in rp 


Thing, Spain may juſtly reply, you have already admitted 
It be Boas prolitainary Articles; the ! only Thing the 'Pleni- 
1 . ee e box nd agreg upon thoſe 
ules which we are to preſcribe. 
If any Man ſhould claim of me, Sir, 1000 J. which I 


knew he had not the leaſt Pretence for, I ſhould, bang 


out of Charity, vouchſafe to hear what he could fay in J 
tification of his Claim, but I ſhould think myſelf a Madman, 
if, to avoid a Law-ſuit, I ſhould fubmit ſuch a' Claim to 
Arbitrativn. We have heard the Reaſons all Spain, 
for every one of the unjuſt Claims they have lately ſet up #- 
inſt us, We have had the 'Patience to hear them over 
and over again, during the long Courſę of our Negotiations. 
We ought, I am ſure we could, and I hope we have 
them, that there is no Wei ht in any of the Reaſons 
have alledged, not the leaſt Foundation for any one of the 
Claims they have ſet up. This we might have done for 
bnce, without doing ourſelves any notable by du 7 z but — 
negotiated too long, and now at laſt, 
have ſubmitted all the n Claims ey! have ſet we 
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they will get a much 


ca hurtful to y 
poſſible.? This js what I am convinced pa- 
niards wi 15 may have a Right 
from the Words of this Treaty to fay ras gw 2 
Right, which we ought to hear argued by „before 
we paſs Judgment upon this Convention, If there be the 
leaſt Pretence for their e they have already got a 
great Advantage over us, by his Majeſty's Ratification; but 
| ona by the Parliament's Approba- 
tion of that Treaty, which furniſhed them with ſuch a Pre- 


SS, , a 
lam glad to hear, Sir, from the honourable Gentleman, 
that the Nation is far from heing in any unfortunate Situa- 
tion; becauſe he ought to know, and I am convinced he 
never ſpeaks contrary to what he thinks ; but whatever we 
may think or ſay within Doors, I am afraid a very different 
Opinion generally prevails without Doors. The People do 
———_ from what hear, but from what they ſee and 
feel. They have felt ves inſulted, plundered, and 
cruelly uſed, by the Spaniards : They have as yet found no 
Reparation, nor do they know of any V that has 
been taken. On the contrary, it is well known both abroad 
and at home, that we have tamely ſubmitted to repeated In- 
ſults' and Depredations for many Years. . We have ſubmitted 
ſo long, that the Spaniards ſeem to think they have acquir'd 
a Right by Preſcription to under our Merchants, and a- 
buſe our Seamen as often as they have a mind. From our 
ſuffering ſuch Injuries and Indignities to paſs unpuniſhed, 
not pr. 4 our own People, but every Forei that hears of 
it, may have ſome Reaſon to conclude, the Nation is 
in a weak and contemptible Condition, or that ſome of thoſe 
that have an Influence in our Counſels, are ſwayed by Mo- 
tives inconſiſtent with the Honour and Intereſt of their 
Country. It is not from the Reports of his Majeſty's Ene- 
mies, but. from the Conduct, of his Majeſty's er 


166. 


Anne wogeo, 1, chat People form their Judgment; and 
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any one, either at home or abroad, chat f this N 
tion to be in an unfortunate Situation, it muſt be imputed to 


his Majeſty's Miniſters, who, in this Reſpect, might indeed 
be juſtly called his Majeſty's greateſt and moſt dangerous E. 
In the Caſe now before us, Sir, we ought, to conſider ra- 
ther what the People without {Doors may think, or * 
Foreign Nations may think, than what any particular Gen 
leman of this Houſe may think of our preſent Situation, 
From our paſt Conduct, I am afraid, Foreign Nations have 
already begun to form a very unfavourable Opinion of our 
Circumſtances ;. but, if they ſhould ſee a Treaty approved 
of by Parliament, containin wy Words that can be inter- 
reted as an Admiſſion of 4 Rig t, which no independent 
Nation eyer ſubmitted to, they muſt form. a moſt contemp- 
tible Opinion of us, and certainly will treat us accordingly. 
Therefore, I think it is abſolutely for us to hear 
Counſel, upon what may be.thoug 


ht to be the Import of that 
general Reference, which ſeems to be the chief Article of 
this Treaty. | | 2 45 1 9 
© I do not queſtion, Sir, but that there are ſeveral Gen- 
tlemen in this Houſe, who are pretty well acquainted with 
the Law of Nations, and the Nature of 'Treaties ; I have 
one in my Eye, who muſt be allowed to be a great Maſter in 
this Way; for tho he never made it his Profeſſion, he is well 
known to have had great Practice; and, I make no Doubt 
of our having his Aſſiſtance, when this Treaty comes to be 
explained. But no Gentleman, who never made this w_— 
his Profeſſion, can be ſuppoſed to be ſo well acquainted wit 
it, as thoſe that do. In one of our Courts of Juſtice, I 
mean our Court of Admiralty, we know that the Barriſters 
or Advocates are obliged to make this Study their particular 
Profeflion ; and as our other Barriſters may happen to be 
employed in Appeals from that Court, moſt of them are 
obliged to make themſelves thorough Maſters of the Law of 
Nature and Nations, eſpecially with to maritime Af. 
fairs. Therefore, when an important Queſtion of any ſuch 
Nature is like to come before us, it muſt always be of great 
— hear Counſel, before we give our Opinion upon the 
Queſtion. 
In any ſuch Caſe, Sir, our — Counſel to be heard 
can never be a dangerous Precedent. If it were eſtabliſhed 
as a general Rule; it could be attended with no bad Conſe- 
quence; becauſe ſuch Caſes rarely occur. But, if they were 
much more frequent, it would be no Argument againſt 
doing our Duty, which is, in all Caſes, to endeavour to be 
thoroughly informed before we give our Opinion, = - 
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om ſent a Member to this Houle, it wotild, in y 
bean Adee der and an | 
Conſtitution; de F ee. be: much more e. 


cull reprens Sir. en aud ty by as ele- 
bliſhed Rule in oor Proceedings, never to admit Counſel to 
be heard in any Caſe, whete no private Right or Property is 
concerned ; yet this could be no Argument againſt our ad- 
in mat er to he = with to this Convention; 
Num 


it muſt be y of 


robbed of, r — 5 — 


Por Can 4a Man's private r 
way concerned, = det Arran | of being 
1 e ewe D do of leſs than 
| in the from a Debtor who does not ſo 
niuch.as pretend to be Bankrupt or Inſolvent? 
0 The People of Georgia and Carolina, Sir, have a Pro- 
perty in the Lands they poſſeſs, ſounded upon what ought to 
be held one of the moſt ſacred Rights in the World, the 
King's Grant, and their own Induſtry; and can their Pro- 
perty be ſaid to be no way concerned, when Limits are to be 
ſettled, by which ſome of them muſt, and, for what they or 
we know, all of them may be of their Poſſeſſions ? I 
ſay, Sir, ſome of them muſt, and all of them may; for if we 
happen to be infected with "the fame fant Humour 
when we conclude the definitive Treaty, with which we ſeem, 
to have been infected when we confgluded the Preliminary 
Articles, I do not know but the Whole, or a great Part of 
South Carolina may be made a Preſent for keeping the Spa- 
niards in good Humour, At leaſt, ſome of the Southern 
Parts of Georgia muſt be given up; "for it would have been 
ridiculous in us to refer the Limits between the Spaniards and 
us in Florida to be ſettled by Plenipotentiaries, i —_— | 
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The South-Sea Company, 

in the Aſientg Con 


a great Value to them, as well an to, the Nation, | 
had taken Cure to reſent in a Manner eyery Inra- 
ſion that was made upon 6, Can «then by fa, TI 
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Sir, I thisk I have made it appear, that the age 

perty of a great many of his Majeſty's, Subjects, muſt 
concerned in any Queſtion that can come. before us relatit 
to 0007 Dk I think it is evident, that 
Property of thoſe whoſe Petition we have . 
muſt be deeply concerned: And therefore, if 
ever to be heard 3 in any Caſe where private | 
cerned, they ought to be heard when we come to 
Convention into our Confideration. For which Reaſon | 
ſhall be for es to the Motion woe any Amed. 
ment. 


8 it dangerous to hear Coun-. 
ſel upon any Caſe whatever, yer I cauno think it is a ＋ 
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neceſſary; and in Parliamentary Affairs, when it is not 
ſalutely 
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ng, we take up a great deal of our Time, 


and lay thoſe who have Zuſineſs before us under a TR | 
no Pur- 


tion,” at leaſt,” of putting themſelves to Expence to 
poſe. This, Sirz is far from being a new Opinion, or a new 
Way of — i for however neceſſary ſome may think 
it to hear Counſel in every Caſe' that comes before Parlia- 
ment, or before our Courts of Juſtice, it was not thought ſo 


of old: 80 far otherwiſe, by the Common Law of 
England, neither the Plaintiff 'nor Defendant, in any. of 


our Courts of Juſtice, could appear by his Attorney, without 
old 


the 7 ſpecial Licence fighified to the Court, by his 


Writ o r: Every Man o was obliged both to 
ſecute and defend his Suit in his own 5 an and Lo 
this Cuſtom, the learned Coke obſerves, that it made Law- 
Suits leſs frequent, which, I believe, was no Loſs to the 
Kingdom in general, whatever Inconvenience it might be 
to particular Perſons. 8 | 

I may fay upon the preſent Occafion, that it would be 
very unadviſable to introduce the Cuſtom of permitting every 
Man' to be heard by his Counſel, that might think himſelf 
aggrieved, by any ulation propoſed in Parliament for 
the publick Good. In ſome Cafes of an extraordinary 
Nature this perhaps has been allowed; but it cannot yet be 
ſaid to be an eſtabliſhed Cuſtom ; and J hope it never will. 
In Caſes where the Rights and Properties of private Men ap- 


pear to be concerned, it may ſometimes be neceſſary to hear 


Counſel”; but even in ſuch Caſes, we ought to diſtinguiſh 


between thoſe in which ſome nice Point of Law may pro- 


bably ariſe, and thoſe in which no ſuch Point of Law can 
come to be canvaſſed before us. In Caſes of private Right 
or Property, where ſome nice Point of Law may probably 
ariſe, it becomes 3 for us to have that Point argued 
by Counſel learned in the Laws of the Kingdom; and for 
that Reaſon we ought, in ſuch Caſes, to admit the Parties 
or Petitioners to be heard by themſelves or Counſel : But in 
Caſes where no ſuch Point can be expected to ariie, not- 
withſtanding there being ſuch as may affect the Property of 
ſome private Men, it is no Way neceſſary; nor ought we to 
take up our Time with hearing Counſel as to Facts, or clear 
Points of Law, which every Gentleman in the Houſe may 
comprehend as readily and as fully, as the moſt learned Law- 
yer that can be brought to plead before us. 

This, I believe, Sir, will be allowed to be the Caſe, 
with regard to the Convention. The Rights of ſome private 
Men may perhaps be affected by ſome of the Reſolutions 
we may come to upon that Occaſion ; but no one, I think, 
can expect, that any difficult Point of Law, relating to that 
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Right or Property, can come to be diſputed. Andifin the Courle i 


of our Examination ſorie Point of Law ſhould ariſe, which 
may be thought proper to be explained by Counſel, we may 
then order, that the Petitioners ſhall then be heard by them- 
ſelves or Counſel, as to that Point only. q 


In this Way, Sir, we may fave ourſelves a great deal of 


Time and Trouble, and may prevent the Petitioners putting 
themſelves to a needleſs Expence ; and if this Method were 
eſtabliſhed as a general Rule in all our Proceedings, even in 
Caſes where the Right or Property of private Men may be 
affected, no Man could ſay it would be any Way inconſiſt- 
ent with our Conſtitution ; for in criminal Caſes of the high - 
eſt Nature, in Caſes of Felony, the Priſoner is not admitted 
to be heard by Counſel, unleſs upon the Trial ſome Point of 
Law ariſes, and then he is to be heard by Counſel as to that 


Point only; and even in Caſes of High Treaſon our Conſti- 


tution was the ſame, till it was altered by a late Statute ; 
for where the Law is plain, there is certainly no Occaſion 
for Counſel in any Caſe either before Parliament or any infe- 
rior Court of Judicature ; and as to Facts, they ought to be 
related and explained ſo as to make the Truth appear by 


the Depoſitions of honeſt and ſincere Witneſſes, and not by 


the Gloſſes that may be put upon them by ingenious and art- 
ful Pleaders. 


© Therefore, Sir, by the antient Form of our Conſtitution 


which I think, for the Sake of Diſpatch, ought to be ob- 
ſerved as a Rule in our Proceedings, we have no preſent 
Occaſion to order the Petitioners to be heard by their Counſel. 
Nay, they themſelves ſeem to be conſcious that it ought not 


to be done; for they have not ſo much as petitioned to be . 


heard by themſelves or Counſel, they have petitioned only in 
general to be heard, If any Queſtion ſhould ariſe relating to 
Matters of publick Right, or the Meaning of Words in this 
or any other Treaty, we have the good Fortune to have ſe- 
veral Gentlemen amongſt us, that can ſpeak to it as fully, 
and as learnedly, as any Counſel the Petitioners can employ ; 
and as an Addition to our good Fortune in this Reſpect, I 
believe, thoſe Gentlemen will not be all of one Side: I even 
hope they will be of different Opinions, in order that we 
may hear the Point as fully argued in that Caſe, as we 'uſu- 
ally do in other Caſes of the fame Nature. Then as to ma- 
naging or ſumming up the Evidence, we have the ſame good 
Fortune. We have Gentlemen amongſt us, that are as ca- 
pable of putting proper Queſtions to the Witneſſes during 
the Examination, and ſumming up the Evidence after the 
Exawination is finiſhed, as any 4 that ever appeared at 
our Bar; and as ſome of thoſe Gentlemen may probably be 
of the ſame Opinion with the Petitioners, and ſome of a con- 
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I am ſurprized, Sir, any Gentleman can imagine, that 
leſs of our Time will be taken up in hearing the 2 | 
both by themſelves and their Counſel, than in hearing them by | 
themſelves only : For the Caſe is really that if you order them 
to be heard by themſelves or Counſel, they will chuſe to have 
Counſel, not becauſe it is neceſſary, but becauſe after the Coun- 
ſel have opened the Subje&-Matter of their Complaint, 
ſuch of them as can ſay any Thing upon the Subject, will 
be called as Witneſſes, and may in that Shape ſay as much, 
and take up as much of your Time, as if they were to be 
heard by themſelves only. By this Means they will have 
the Advantage of having their Caſe twice laid before you, 
and in a two-fold Manner, firſt by their Counſel, and then 
by themſelves ; and therefore, I think, it is certain, they 
will chuſe to be heard by their Counſel, in caſe you give 
them Leave. | 

But there is another Reaſon, Sir, why I think they 
will chuſe to be heard by their Counſel, which, in my Opinion, 
ought to be a ſtrong Reaſon with us not to hear them by 
Counſel. Tis certain we have not obtained fo much by 
this Convention as ſome ſanguine People might ex- 
pect: *Tis certain we never did obtain ſo much by any 
Treaty we have made, nor ever ſhall by any Treaty we 
can make. Wiſe Men will always give up ſomethin 
of what they may have Reaſon to expect, rather than riſe 
the Whole upon the doubtful Event of a War; and 
what they do give up, will always be in Proportion to the 
Chance that 1s — them. To ſet this Chance in its pro- 
per Light, the Power of your Enemies and your own Weak- 
neſs muſt be truly repreſented, without magnifying either the 
one or the other ; but as it is, andalways will be, unpopular to 
talk of the Strength of your Enemies, or of your own Weak- 
neſs, therefore the popular Side of the Queſtion will be always 
againſt any Treaty or Convention you can make; and as there 
is always the greateſt Scope forEloquence upon the popular Side 
of any Queſtion, the Petitioners will certainly chuſe to have 
as much Eloquence upon their Side as poſſible, and for that 
Purpoſe will chuſe to have Counſel, if we give them the 
Liberty. But with us this ought to be a Reaſon for not ad- 
mitting them to be heard by their Counſel ; becauſe we are 
to conſider, not what is moſt popular, but what appears 
from the preſent Circumſtances of 'Things to be moſt for the 
publick Good. As this is certainly the Duty of every Mem- 
ber of this Houſe, I do not believe that any Gentleman, 
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who has the Honour of being a Member, will allowhimfelf 


to be influenced by the Eloquence either of 'the Petitioners 


or their Counſel ; and therefore, if there were none here 
preſent but Members, I believe, neither Side would attempt 
to take up our Time with their Eloquence ; but as there is 
upon Occaſions a great Number of Perſons preſent, beſides 
thoſe that have a Right to Counſel, they will eonſider 
rather what they may ſay to the Audience, than what they 
ought to ſay to the Jun'ges 3 and that conſequently a great 
Part of our Time will be unneceſſarily taken up, in heari 
florid Harangues upon the Riches and Strength of the Na- 
tion, upon the Courage of our People, and upon our war- 
like Exploits in former Ages. 
I hope I have now ſhewn, Sir, that it does not yet ap- 
pear to us, that it will be any Way neceſſary for us to hear 
Counſel upon any Thing relating tothe Convention; there: 
fore, I hope I ſhall be excuſed, it I give my Vote for the A+ 
mendment propoſed. | 
Samuel Sandys, Eſq; 


Sir | I 
amel says, Fly; © The Gentlemen who have ſpoke upon this Occaſion, a- 
gainſt admitting the Petitioners to be heard by Counſel, put 


me in Mind of the old fabulous Story of Proteus. When 
they find themſelves like to be overcome in one Shape, they 
turn themſelves to another. In the former Part of this De- 
bate they told us, Counſel was never to be heard, but in 
Caſes where the Rights or Properties of private Men were 
like to be affected, by what was to come under the Conſide- 
ration of Parliament. In Anſwer to this, it was, I think, 
demonſtrated, that the Right and Property of private Men 
muſt be greatly affected by this Convention, eſpecially if it 
ſhould meet with the Approbation of Parliament. This they 
could not deny, and therefore they have now turned themſelves 
into another Shape, by ſaying,that Counſel are not to be heard, 
even where the Property of private Men may be affeCted,unleſs 
ſome nice Point of Law, relating to that private Property, ariſes, 
during the Courſe of the Examination. This they * ought to 
be the Rule in all our Proceedings. They could not ſay it is, 
or that it ever was a Rule, They could not ſay ſo; for every 
one knows, that it is contrary to the whole Tenour of our 
Proceedings, as far back, as we can trace our Journals. It 
would be ridiculous to attempt to ſhew it to be ſo by Prece- 
dents : They are ſo numerous that they may be ſaid to be 
numberleſs. But what is ſtill more extraordinary, they have 
endeavoured to ſhew, that this onght to be a Rule, 
by mentioning ſome old Cuftoms, which, becauſe of the 
Inconveniences or Injuſtice of them, have been abro- 
gated. | 8 l 1 
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but little Incovenzence to the Subject, whilſt almoſt all Cauſes 


were heard and determined in the County where the Parties 


reſided : But as ſoon as the King's Courts began to be fixed 
at Weſtminſter, it was neceſſary to allow every Man to ſue 
or defend by his Attorney ; for which Reaſon the King's 
Licenſe became a Writ of Courſe, and at laſt, as being a 
needleſs Expence to the Suitors, was intirely laid afide ; fo 
that for ſome hundreds of Years paſt, Parties in all civil 
Cauſes haye been conſtantly allowed, without any Warrant 
by the King's Writ or Letters-Patent, to appear by Attor- 
ney, and to have their Cauſe pleaded by Counſel ; which 
without doubt makes Law-Suits more frequent than they 
would otherwiſe be ; for if Parties were now obliged to at- 
tend a tedious Law-Suit, and neglect all their other Buſineſs, 
no Man would either proſecute or defend his Right, unleſs 
it were of a very great Value. 

Then, Sir, as to criminal Cauſes, I know that thoſe 
who were accuſed of Treaſon or Felony, were not of old 
allowed Counſel, unleſs ſome difficult Point of Law hap- 
pened to be ſtarted upon the Tryal; becauſe, as our Law- 
yers ſay, the Judges are to be of Counſel for the Priſoner. 
But every Man will, I believe, grant, that this was a Seve- 
rity, introduced in favour of the Crown, nor very favoura- 
ble for the Subject. Our Volumes of State-Trials will make it 
appear, how ſeldom the Judges have acted the Part of being 
Counſel for the Priſoner. They often appear rather to have 
acted the Part of being Counſel againſt him, and have treated 
a Map as a Traytor before he was condemned either by God 
or his Country. Thank God ! with regard to Treaſon, we 
have got free of being obliged to have none other but ſuch 
Counſel : We have got this ridiculous Cuſtom altered by 


Means of the Revolution, which has in ſome Meaſure re- . 


ſtored our original Conſtitution, though not fo fully as it 
ought to have done; for a Revolution introduced and eſta- 


bliſhed upon the Principles of Liberty ought to have rooted. 


out every Stem of arbitrary Power, whereas in ſome Caſes 
it may rather be ſaid to have planted it; which ſhews 
the Weakneſs of human Foreſight, and how. neceſſary 
it is for the Patrons of Liberty to be always upon their 
Guard. 

With reſpe& to Felonies, tis true, Sir, the antient 
Cuſtom ſtill remains ; but I am ſurpriſed it has not in this 
Caſe likewiſe been altered by Statute. Tis better 2 
Guilty eſcape than one Innocent ſuffer ; and I am convinced, 
this Cuſtom has been the Occaſion of many an innocent Man's 


being 


his Attorney, 
without the King's Licenſe ; and this could be attended with 


. 
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would have made his Innocence as bright as the Sun-ſhine. 
'Tis impo ſſible for an ignorant Man to tell when a Point of 
Law ariſes; and the more innocent he is, the more ignorant 
we may ſuppoſe him : Thoſe that are never guilty of any 


Crime, are ſeldom at the Pains to ſtudy the criminal Laws of 


the Kingdom, or the Methods of Trial in ſuch Caſes 3 and 
therefore the more unfit are they, of themſelves, to condu& 
the Examination of Witneſſes, or to take notice, and make 
the proper Advantage of any Point of Law that may ariſe 
in the Courſe of the Examination. They muſt depend in- 
tirely upon their Judges, and the Judges may in the Caſe of 
Felonies behave as they have hitherto done in the Caſe of 
Treaſon: They may brow-beat the Priſoner, and thereby 
pre vent his taking notice of, or inſiſting upon thoſe Points 
of Law, which he may have good Reaſon to inſiſt on. 
But, Sir, whether this Cuſtom of allowing Perſons ac- 
cuſod of Treaſon or Felony to have Counſel, be a laudable 
Cuſtom or not, it isa Cuſtom that has always heen obſerved 
by Parliament. Was there ever a Perſon accuſed in Parlia- 
ment of any Crime or Miſdemeanor, that was not allowed 
Counſel, if he defired it ? In Bills of Pains and Penalties, are 
not thoſe againſt whom the Bill is deſigned, always allowed 


to be heard by their Counſel againſt the Bill? In Impeach - 


ments in the other Heuſe, the Perſon impeached, though 
for High Treaſon, has always been allowed Counſel, even 
when the Cuſtom prevailed of not allowing Counſel to Per- 
ſons that were to be tried for ſuch Crimes in inferior Courts, 
It is therefore wrong to draw Arguments from what is now, 
or ever was the Practice of inferior Courts, for ſhewing what 
is or ought to be the Practice of Parliament; and if we fol- 
low the Cuſtom of inferior Courts with regard to Treaſons 
and Felonies, the Petitioners ought to be allowed Counſel, but 
our Treaty-makers none. 2 
However, Sir, as this Cuſtom was never yet introduced 
into Parliament, if our Treaty-makers, upon their Treaty's 
being cenſured by Parliament, which I hope it will, ſhould 
be proſecuted either by a Bill of Pains and Penalties, or by 


any other Parliamentary Method of Proſecution, I ſhould be 


for allowing them more Favour than ſome of their Friends 
ſeem willing to allow to the Petitioners : I ſhould be for al- 
lowing them to be heard by their Counſel againſt any ſuch 

Bill or Profecution. | 
It is a little extraoidinary to ſay, we muſt not allow the 
Petitioners to be heard by their Counſel, becauſe they have 
not expreſly petitioned for it. Sir, they have petitioned to 
be heard, but they have been ſo modeſt as to leave it intirely 
to us to appoint which Way they ſhall be heard. Their ps 
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People ſuffer for ſhewing us a decent Reſpect? If we ſhould 
ever do ſo, I think we ſhould deſerve to meet with none, 
upon any future Application; and now it has been moved 
to order them to be heard by themſelves or Counſel, if we 
ſhould refuſe to give them the Liberty of being heard by their 
Counſel, I am afraid it will be looked on, by People without 
Doors, as a n towards our approving of chis 
preliminary Treaty, whi 
and conſequently will very much tend towards diminiſhing 
that Reſpect, which the People of this Nation have always 
hitherto had for their Parliaments. They will deſpair of 
ever meeting with any Relief from Parliament, and as ſoon 
as this Deſpair becomes general, they will begin to think of 
other Methods for obtaining Relief, which may be attended 
with the moſt dreadful Conſequences, that may be fatal to our 
Religion and Liberties, but Conſequences that may, much 
—_ probably, be fatal to the Royal Family now upon the 

one. 
© I ſhall readily grant, Sir, that wiſe Men will give up 
ſomething of what they may reaſonably demand, rather 
than risk the Whole upon the doubtful Event of a War, 
eſpecially when the Chance of War ſeems to be againſt them. 
But whatever the Precepts of Chriſtianity may inculcate, I 
am ſure the Precepts of Wiſdom, eſpecially in political Af- 
fairs, can never direct that, if an Enemy takes our Cloak, 
we ſhould give him our Coat alſo, or that, if he gives us a 
Box on one Ear, we ſhould hold up to him the other ; which 
ſeems to be our Caſe with regard to Spain. They have taken 
from us our Cloak, and by this Convention, we ſeem pas 
to give them our Coat alſo : They have given us a mo 
hearty Blow, I may ſay ſeveral Blows,on one Ear, and by this 
Convention, we ſeem to hold up to them the other. They 
let a Captain of one of our Merchant Ships eſcape, ſome 
Years fince, with the Loſs of but one Ear ; but if a Britiſh 
Parliament approves of this Convention, every Britiſh Sub- 
ect, that ſhall hereafter have the Misfortune of falling into 
their Hands, muſt expect to loſe both. 
© I ſhall likewiſe grant, Sir, that in order to determine 
whether the Chance of War be for us or againſt us, the 
Power of our Enemies and our own Weakneſs muſt be con- 
lidered, and that, in order to judge whether we ought to 
have accepted of this Convention, we ought to view both in 
their proper and true Light; but if Spain is to be aſſiſted by 
none of the other Powers of Europe, I am ſure, neither their 
Power nor our Weakneſs can be urged for our giving up any 
Thing we have a juſt Pretence to. I am ſure, Spain is not 
now near ſo powerful as it was in the Days of Queen _ 
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= » England and , and the great Improvements we have 
made in our Trade and Plantations, fince the Queen's Reign, 
tho we have been upon that Decline for ſome Years paſt, I 
muſt think we are now more powerful than we were at that 
Time; and yet that wiſe Queen was ſo far from bearing 
tamely any Injury that was offered by the'Spantards, that 
ſhe always purſued them with immediate Vengeance, and 
provoked them to Battle in every Cornef of the World. 
Therefore, if Spain is not to be aſſiſted by any of the other 
Powers of Europe, we could be under no Neceſſity to ac- 
cept of this Convention; and if the Spaniards are to be 
ſupported by Feel, in the unjuſt Claims they have ſet up 
againſt us, and the Piracies and Cruelties they have com- 
mitted upon our Merchants and Seamen, I muſt fay, we 
have ſhewyn a great deal of Complaiſance to that Kingdom, 
for almoſt theſe twenty Years paſt, to very little Purpoſe. 
© Bat theſe Things, Sir, the Counſel that are to be heard 
for the Petitioners can have nothing to do with. They are 
only to ſhew us what we have given up, or what we may 
be ſuppoſed to have given up, by this Treaty ; and the Con- 
ſequences of the Conceſſions we have made, or are like to 
make, with regard to the Nation in general, and with re- 
gard to the Rights and Properties of the Petitioners in par 
ticular. It is this Houſe only, that is to conſider, whether 
we are in ſuch Circumſtances as to render it neceſſary to 
make ſuch Conceſſions. The Counſel have nothing to do 
with, nor can they be ſuppoſed to know, any Thing either 
of the Circumſtances of this Nation, or of the Circumſtances 
of our Enemies; therefore we cannot expect to hear from 
them any florid Harangues, either upon our ow Strength or 
Courage, or upon the Weakneſs and Cowardice of our Ene- 
mies; and conſequently we need not be afraid of main, {og 
Time taken up with hearing eloquent Addreſſes made by 
them to the Galleries, Bat after they have finiſhed and 
are withdrawn, I ſhall expect to hear from ſome Gentlemen 
in this Houſe as florid Harangues, as they are capable of 
making, upon the Utility and Wiſdom of peaceable Mea- 
fares, which in a trading Nation is certainly a more popu- 
lar Subject, and conſequently a Subject which affords a 
greater Scope for Eloquence, than the Subject of War can 
afford to any Orator in the Kingdom. The Love of Peace 
and peaceable Meafures will always be a popular Subject 
among a rich and induſtrious People, as long as there is no- 
thing done for the Sake of Peace, that is either diſhonou- 
rable or difadvantageous to the Nation. But when this hap- 
pens to be the Cafe, I ſhall admit that War then bs 
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y the Gentlemen who have ſpoke upon the 8 Side of 
Queſtion, the Rights and of private 
Men may be great by this . — ; but, ſay 
theſe Gentlemen, we allow eyery Man to be heard by 


prion Counſel, that may think himſelf aggrieved by any Re- 
ſhall 


ropoſed in Parliament for the pablie Good # 
1 u. 8, that the public Intereſt is to be pre- 
ferred to 7 Intereſt of any private Man; but I hope it 
will be likewiſe gratited, that if any particular private 
Man, or Set of private Men, is to ſuffer, a real Loſs by 
what is to be — for the public Good, the Public ought, 
to make him all poſlible Atonement ; and therefore, 3 
any Set of private Men think that they in particular will 
be aggaieved by what is 1 ed for d pul ublic Good, 
and we ſee Cauſe to believe that it may be io, we gene- 
tally ought not only to 8 their Petition, but to al- 
low them to be heard by their Counſel ; and that, even 
altho* there be no Likelihood that any difficult Queſtion 
in Law, relating to their Property, can ariſe upon our Ex- 


amination into the Affair. For if a private Man muſt 
ſuffer for the Sake of the Public, we ought to give him 


an O ity of making the Amount of what he is like 
to ſufter appear as clearly as poſſible, in order that we 
may a Remedy, or make hini an adequate Satiſ 
faction. 


3 Sir, as the Gentlemen af the other Side have 
allowed, that, in Caſes where difficult Points of Law re- 
lating to the Rights of private Men may probably ariſe, 
the Petitioners ought to be allowed Counſel, I think this 
alone is ſufficient for convincing us that, in the preſent 
Caſe, the Petitioners ought to be admitted to be heard by, 7 
CO or Counſel. For, I think, it is evident, tha 

nice Point of Law muſt ariſe, when we come to take 

the vention into Conſideration. We muſt then enquire 
into the Import and Meaning of thoſe Words in the Con- 
which we ſubmit all the Clainis ſet ap by Spain 
to be Commiſſaries. I hope theſe Words do 
port an Admiſſion of any of theit Claims j but I am 
far from being clear as to this Point; and J am ſure it is a 
Point in which the Property of every tie of our Planters in 
the Weſt-Indies, eſpecially Jamaiea, is deeply concerned. 
I could mention fey other nice Points that will probably 
ariſe in the 
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Buſineſs 


| come ta be examined as Witneſſes. 
honourable Gentleman had conſidered, for ſurely 


4] 


Then it is the Buſineſs of every 
fincere Account of all he knows, relating to the Affair u 
which he is examined, and to give plain Anſwers to 20 
Queſtions as ſhall be put to him. This is their reſpectivs 
Duties, and it is the Bufineſs of the Judge to keep them to 
their Duty; therefore, after the Petitioners Caſe has been 
ſtated by their Counſel, none of them can, and I believe, 
none of them will preſume to ſtate it over again, when they 
come to be examined as Witneſſes : If any oge of them 
ſhould, any Member may riſe up, and by giving him a pro- 
per Check, confine him to his Duty. But if we do not ad- 
mit the Petitioners to be heard by Counſel, what muſt be the 
Conſequence ? Some of themſelves muſt ſupply the Place of 
Counſel. Some of them, hy the Appointment of the reſt, 
muſt ſtate the Caſe at the goo, of the Examinstion. 
and ſome of them muſt ſym up the Evidence aſter the Exa- 
mination is oyer ; and thoſe very Petitioners, who are ap- 
Pointed to ſtate the Caſe, or ſum up the Evidence, may, 
nay, probably muſt, be examined as Witneſſes, for proving 
ſome of the Facts that may not, perhaps, be known to any 
pf the other Witneſſes ;- for atherwiſe, you would lay. the 
etitioners under a very great Diſadvantage, the 
Speakers among them, may be the beſt Witneſſes; and 
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Mow , to lay their Caſe twite bein 


tioners, and next as Witneſſes. But the between 
the two Methods of hearing them, is, that, if you hear 


them by themſelves only, as not -acouſiomed to 
ſuch Things, and may . they ought to 


_ moſt People are in their own Cauſe, _ probably, * 
more tedious » both in_fecag eager —chei „ and ſumming 
up their Evidence, than Counſtf would be.; 


they are examined ad Witneſſes, their 
Thing material, will make” them 


22 _— than would 
Counſel at I them, | 
mind of any mere NA E had forgot 


to give an Account conclu 


that more of our Time will be unneceſſaril taken up in | 


hearing the Petitioners by themſelves then in 
tem by their Coun, a a ES 
ave as good an Opinion in general Talents 
Qualifications of thoſe, who have the Honour to be Mem- 
bers of this Houſe, as Man can have: I have a very 


great Opinion of the Abilities of ſome among us ; but, Sir, 


as we are Judges, we cannot be Counſel in any Affair that 
comes before this Houſe ; unleſs we take up that Office 
which, the 8 ſay, is the Duty of thoſe who are the 
Judges of our interiour Courts, I mean that of being Coun- 
ſel for thoſe that are accuſed of any Crime or Mit 
or. If we conſider ourſelves in this Light, we muſt be of 
Counſel againſt the Petitioners, we muſt be of Counſel 
for thoſe who, the Petitioners ſay, have brought their 
Country into a moſt diſhonourable and diſad 

Treaty ; and in this Light, ſurely, we muſt allow the Peti- 
tioners to have Counſel, as other Proſecutors have; becauſe 
we are all to be of Counſel, rather againſt them than for them. 
But ſuppoſe it were otherwiſe, fince no Gentleman can be 
ſuppoſed to be ſo well acquainted with the Laws, as thoſe 
who are in daily practice; therefore, I think, it will be ex- 


tremely proper, if not abſolutely neceſſary, for us to hear 


Counſel upon the Point J have mentioned, and upon ſeveral 
other Points of Law, that may probably ariſe in the Courſe of 
the Examination; and as I think a great deal lefs of our 
# ime will be taken up in hearing the Petitioners by cheir 

3 | Counſel, 
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